First Grade
Teachers
2019-2020

Drop Off Procedure

Morning Drop Off Procedures (8:30-8:45 AM only):

The sign in the front loop says: “Thanks for getting your child to school on time!”
*Park in the designated areas in the parking lot
*Cross by the crossing guard and walk your child to the front entrance (under the awning)
OR
*Pull into the driveway and turn into the drive closest to the school
*Follow the crossing guard’s directions to move forward or wait for traffic to cross before
pulling forward
Procedure to the drop off area, which is labelled by signs that state “Student Drop Off
Area.”
*Please pull up all the way around the corner, almost to the stop sign, (where the curb is
painted yellow)
*Children must exit from the passenger side of the vehicle (the side of the car closest to the
school).

*Drivers should not exit their vehicle to open doors for children
After 8:45 AM:

The sign in the front loop has been changed to say “Oops. You’re late”
*Park in the parking lot and cross using the cross walks
*Use the buzzer outside the main entrance door to notify the office that you
need to be let into the building
*Students must be walked into the main office to be signed in by an adult

Parent Pick-Up reminder

Please remember to ALWAYS have your ID on you when picking up your child.
There may be days that your child’s teacher will not be present at sign up.

A Day in the Life of a First
Grader
Morning Routines
Morning Meeting
Acceleration Stations
Social Studies/Science
Math Workshop

Snack
Readers Workshop
*Recess/Lunch

Phonics
Writing Workshop
Dismissal

What does the Workshop Model
look like?

Mini-Lesson (8-10 minutes)

Whole group lesson on a specific concept
Includes a connection, teach point, active engagement,
and a link

Independent Practice (30 minutes)

Students work on a variety of activities independently,
with a partner or in a group.
Activities can include, reading, writing, centers, word
work, games, iPad

Share (10 minutes)

What did you learn? What
strategies did you use? What was
your thinking?

Reading

Building Good Reading Habits
●

Students will learn effective habits that all readers use to
read independently and with a partner

Word Detectives
●

Students will learn several reading strategies for using highfrequency words and to solve unfamiliar words

Learning About the World: Nonfiction
●

Students will learn how to read and navigate nonfiction texts;
focusing on how to use text features to read like an expert

Readers Have Big Jobs to Do
●

Students will learn how to read fluently and use new
strategies for word solving and comprehension

Reading

Readers Get to Know Characters
●

Students will learn how to bring characters to life as well as
work in small groups to perform books of their choice

Meeting Characters and Learning Lessons
●

Students study story elements, learning to use what
characters say and do as a way to determine the more central
message of the text

Reading Nonfiction Cover to Cover
●

Students will work together in small groups to get super smart
on nonfiction topics of their choice

Reading

Writing

Our Writer’s Workshop offers a planned, sequential, explicit writing
program with instruction that gives students repeated opportunities to
practice narrative, opinion/argument and informational writing. Each unit
builds on the previous one to allow for students to constantly improve
their writing skills.
Small Moments: Writing with Focus, Detail and
Dialogue
How To Books
Nonfiction Chapter Books
Writing Reviews
Poetry and Songs
From Scenes to Series: Writing Fiction
Independent Writing Projects

Writing

A few things to expect this year:
• Writing will be sent home at the end of each unit.
• We encourage students to try out different writing skill and
strategies as well as using their best spelling skills.
• Some writing pieces will be edited and published but others
may not be.

First grade students are learning
how the writing process works
and will write several pieces
throughout a single unit.

Math
Building Numbers and Solving Story Problems

Students will build upon their counting skills and solve both addition and
subtraction story problems.

Comparing and Combining Shapes

Students will use pattern blocks to build and manipulate different
shapes.

How Many of Each? How Many in All?

Students will use addition and subtraction to solve problems in several
ways.

Fish Lengths and Fraction Rugs

Students will learn to measure items with non-standard
units of measurement and how to divide shapes into
and quarters.

halves

Math
Number Games and Crayon Problems

Students will use all they have learned about addition, subtraction to
play several number games and solve higher level word problems.

Would You Rather Be an Eagle or a Whale?

Students will learn how to collect and how to display their data in
different ways.

How Many Tens? How Many Ones?

Students will learn how numbers are composed with both tens and ones.

Blocks and Buildings

Students will learn how to classify, sort, and build with 3D
shapes.

Phonics

What does a phonics lesson look like in First grade?
Mini-Lesson Whole Group Instruction
Connection
Teach
Active Engagement
Rug Clubs
Share
Extension Activities are done
throughout our day to reinforce or
practice skill/concept taught.

*There will not be weekly spelling
homework or tests, rather we will be
completing our daily hands-on phonics
activities and giving periodic phonics assessments.

Phonics
Unit 1: Talking and Thinking About Letters
Unit 2: The Mystery of the Silent E
Unit 3: From Tip to Tail
Mini-Unit: Reading and Writing with More Power
Unit 4: Word Builders
Unit 5: Marvelous Bloopers

Makerspace
Create

Squish
Plug-in
Tinker
Imagine

Second Step

Second Step is a program based on fostering social-emotional learning.
There are 4 units with a total of 22 lessons. Each lesson includes a skill,
songs and the use of puppets. These lessons provide students
opportunities to learn and apply social situations within their grade
level to become an empathetic member of our school and community.

Unit 1: Skills for Learning

Unit 2: Empathy
Unit 3: Emotion Management
Unit 4: Problem Solving

Homework

All first grade students will receive a homework

packet each week. These packets will include a variety
of activities. We encourage students to complete
homework independently as it is a review of skills
taught in the classroom. This will help us determine to
what extent the students
understand each skill and if they
need further support.

The expectation
for all first grade
students is to read
for at least 15
minutes a night.

End
of
Year
Math
Standards
Workshop
Report cards and progress reports will be sent home
three times a year. Report cards reflect students’
progress
We cantowards
use mathend of the year expectations.

tools with our
B -partner.
beginning to demonstrate understanding
P - progressing toward end of year
expectations
M - mastered end of the year
expectations

PBIS
JTPS Pledge
3Rs
Respectful, Responsible, & Ready

Gotchas
Reward Days

Thank you for
coming!
And as always, thank you for your

continued support!

