
 
PLANO COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 88 

Minutes of Special Board Meeting 
Board of Education 

 
The Board of Education of Plano Community Unit School District No. 88 met in special session 
on Monday, July 25, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the Plano High School Learning Center. 
 
I CALL TO ORDER 
 President Campbell called the special meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present for roll call 

were Campbell, Jernigan, Martinez, Wakeman and Ward.  Members Heller and 
Velazquez were absent.  Also present were Superintendent Garcia and Board Secretary 
Benoit.  There were no media representatives present. 

 
II PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
III APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Wakeman moved, and Martinez seconded the motion, to approve the agenda. 
Voting aye: Wakeman, Martinez, Campbell, Jernigan and Ward. 
Motion carried: 5 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent. 

 
IV OPEN PUBLIC HEARING on the ISBE Waiver of Section 5/27-6 of School Code 

(Daily Physical Education Requirement for Elementary Schools (K-6) in Plano 
School District) 
Wakeman moved, and Martinez seconded the motion, to open the public hearing on the 
ISBE Waiver of Section 5/27-6 of School Code at 6:01 p.m. 
Voting aye: Wakeman, Martinez, Campbell, Jernigan and Ward. 
Motion carried: 5 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent. 
 
Dr. Garcia explained that District 88 would like to apply for a daily physical education 
waiver for our elementary schools from the Illinois State Board of Education.  He said 
there are several reasons district administration believes that the PE Waiver is necessary.   

 
1. It is important to provide our students with intervention time to address both remedial 

and enrichment needs. 
2. Providing daily physical education will limit our students’ exposure to Art and Music.  

We believe that these subjects are important to the development of the whole child. 
3. We believe it is important for our students to receive daily physical activity.   In our 

elementary buildings this is met by daily recess. 
4. Many of our elementary teachers incorporate brain breaks into their daily instruction.  

These breaks involve physical activity that enhances cognitive function and academic 
achievement. 

5. We used Title I dollars this past school year to purchase classroom furniture for PH 
Miller and Centennial that supports students who need greater physical activity to 
maintain focus.  These include wiggle wedges, exercise ball chairs, and concentration 
rockers.   We will pilot these in 2016-17.   Should they prove to be useful, we will 
purchase more furniture for the 2017-18 school year.   
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V OPPORTUNITY FOR VISITORS TO SPEAK/TIME TO REVIEW ANY 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY 
 Board President Tim Campbell welcomed the following visitors to the meeting:  Second 

grade teacher Elaine Benson and P.H. Miller School Principal Laurel Mateyka.  Miss 
Benson did not wish to address the Board. 

 
Mrs. Mateyka commented that the waiver would only affect students in grades K-3, 
because Emily G. Johns’ students in grades 4-6 do have physical educations classes every 
day for 30 minutes, plus a 15-minute recess each day.  Students in grades K-3 would have 
physical education classes two to three times per week for 30 minutes and then they have 
recess for 25 minutes per day.  Based on this calculation, K-3 students would be as 
physically active as the other elementary students in grades 4-6. 
 
Dr. Garcia indicated that the Administration Office had not received any written 
testimony about the ISBE Application for the Waiver of the Physical Education 
Requirement for Elementary Schools.  He said he was in favor of the waiver request. 
 
Board members Martinez, Wakeman and Ward spoke in favor of the request in order to 
allow students to receive enrichment time in art and music. 

 
VI CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

Hearing no other comments, Wakeman moved, and Martinez seconded the motion to 
close the public hearing at 6:06 p.m. 
Voting aye: Wakeman, Martinez, Campbell, Jernigan and Ward. 
Motion carried: 5 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent. 

 
VII ACTION ON PHYSICAL EDUCATION WAIVER REQUEST 

Martinez moved, and Ward seconded the motion, to approve the Physical Education 
Waiver and authorize submission of the waiver application to ISBE requesting Physical 
Education Waiver for Elementary (K-3) buildings in the Plano School District. 
Voting aye: Martinez, Ward, Campbell, Jernigan and Wakeman. 
Motion carried: 5 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent. 

 
VIII ADJOURNMENT 
 Martinez moved, and Jernigan seconded the motion, to adjourn the meeting at 6:08 p.m. 

Voting aye: Martinez, Jernigan, Campbell, Wakeman and Ward. 
 Motion carried: 5 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent. 
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 Tim Campbell, President 
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