
It’s a new school year, and
students, overall, seem to be
content with the new, more
relaxed dress code. The new
code allows male students to
have well-groomed facial hair
that cannot be long enough to be
grasped or pulled.

Additionally, male students
can now wear earrings of their
style and choice, but all students
are now banned from wearing
athletic shorts. Meanwhile, the
remaining rules and policies still
stand as they were, according to
Principal Dawn Whidden.
Facial piercings (including
spacers), unnatural hair colors,
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IHS dress code relaxed for males
But Head Principal Mrs. Dawn
Whidden and Dr. Edlin said they
are very pleased with the results of
the new policy because, they said,
everyone looks “...dressed for
success.”

In past school years, staff spent
too much time asking students to
“Take out that earring” or “Go
shave,” Dr. Edlin said. For years,
the dress code has been an
ongoing topic for debate at
Ingleside ISD school board
meetings. Administrators and the
board felt that earrings and well
maintained facial hair would not
be a distraction to the learning
environment and finally agreed it
was time for a change.

and skin showing through ripped
jeans with no temporary fixes or
patches, are still not allowed for
any students. Enforcing these new
dress code additions will be a
collaborative effort by staff
members who are “all in,”
Assistant Principal Dr. Steve Edlin
said.

Some students have their own
opinions about the new code,
Xavier Lopez said, “I love it. I feel
students now have more freedom.”
Another student, Jorge Solis,
commented that he is pleased to
finally be able to grow out his
beard during his last year of high
school, but he doesn't agree with
the restriction on athletic shorts.

After three years of anticipation,
the new Ingleside High School is
finally almost finished.

When students burst through
the front doors the first day of
school, workmen had just put
finishing touches on the parking
lot. Others were completing the
decorative stone surrounding the
supports for the covered
sidewalks at the school’s
entrance, and band hall’s
renovation, just across the front
parking lot, was well underway.

School security is a very
important issue for IHS. Because
this nation has experienced so
many school shootings, security
is a very important topic for
parents, administrators, teachers,
and students. New and improved
security measures have been
implemented at IHS. One of the

NOT BY THE HAIR ON MY CHIN:
Coach Steven Hale tests the length of
sophomore Diego Del Bosque's facial
hair length. Well-groomed facial hair
and earrings are now acceptable in
the Ingleside High school dress code.

New School Construction Nears Completion
new security tools is the set of
automatic door locks which lock
at 8:10 am. until 3:45 pm. "The
attendance clerk in the front
office, must ‘buzz’ them into the
office,” Principal Dawn Whidden
said. “The interior doors and the
office doors [glass] are layered
with a ballistick film, so that if
somebody did have a weapon,
they would not easily shoot
through the door. While the door
glass will shatter, the film will not
allow them to penetrate,”
Whidden said. She continued, “I
can feel very comfortable now
knowing that all 630 of our
students are safe because learning
is no fun if you aren't safe!”

Now, with these higher
security modifications, students
can feel safer. “I am very excited
about the completion of the
building, which I feel like we are
super close to [finishing],”
Whidden said.

Workers add decorative stone to columns of the portico of the new high school.
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Samantha Correa
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IHS elects new student council officers
By:
Julian Herrera

Ingleside students recently
elected senior Lauren Joyal as
Student Body President to lead
the 2019-2020 Student Council.
Topping Joyal’s list of projects
for IHS is a proposal to recognize
graduating seniors who have
served on student council in any

capacity to wear a specially
designed cord at graduation.

Joyal also said student
government will traditionally plan
and conduct Homecoming, which
includes a list of these events: the
Homecoming dance, the senior
king and queen, junior prince and
princess,

Continute Page 4
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Choir: New Way for Student Expression

So many classes. Which do I
choose? Among new choices this
year, choir promises to provide an
opportunity for students to grow
socially, musically and
creatively.

New Choir Director Mr.
Robert Hon said that singing is an
activity for students to find their
voice at school and in the
Ingleside community. Many
students have known Hon as a
math teacher, but it is likely that
they don’t know he began his
college education as a music
performance major. Gradually, he
changed his major to Math, but he
said that he is happy that he is
back in the musical field.

From Hon’s perspective, choir
allows less experienced members
to grow by practice with music.
Those who express

Hon hopes to eliminate fear and
embarrassment of singing before
an audience.

Choir member, Kyler Mathisen
said, "Choir is an interactive and
engaging activity that brings
together people who like to sing.
Choir can definitely help people
build their social skills and enjoy
lessons about singing." Another
student, Dorothy Pena, said,
"...that students are missing out on
a fun experience with music and
college credit.”

So with the experience that Mr.
Hon provides in Choir, this long
awaited program can lead to a
rewarding future of successful
expression through song.

themselves through music and
just can’t live without it can
benefit from Hon’s experience.
From the director’s lessons,

OPENWIDE: Mr. Hon demonstrates how to exercise the muscles of creativity
and reduce student anxiety about public performances in a recent choir class.

Soon, a new band facility, built
directly across the faculty parking
lot in front of the new high school,
will greet IHS musicians. When
completed, band students can learn
and rehearse in a freshly renovated
building with new and improved
furnishings and acoustics.

The facility was scheduled to
be ready for use before school
started, but numerous changes on
the upgrades delayed its
completion, Principal Dawn
Whidden explained. She predicted

that the building would likely be
complete in October. The facility
will include new restrooms,
lockers, new acoustical panels to
better channel the music, and a
new exterior to match the new
high school’s design.

To some band students the old
band hall was a bit of an eyesore,
even if it did have some
interesting ancient pencils stuck in
the ceiling tiles. But the new
facility will be clean, modern, and
spacious enough for a variety of
musical activities, including choir.

Band hall renovation contiues
By:
Joey Gonzales

By:
Joey Gonzales

With a new and improved look, the Band Hall should be ready in October.

SRO adapting to her new job

Katha McAlister, has
transitioned from her former job
as a crime-fighting patrol officer
in the community to become our
new on-campus School Resource
Officer (SRO).

Before she began patrolling
the halls of IHS, McAlister
trained and worked for almost
two years in the Corpus Christi
patrol division, and she then
served in the Ingleside Police
Department for six years.

When contacted to work at
Ingleside High School, McAlister
knew that working for a new
“clientele” in a high school
environment would be very
different, more “personal” to her
than serving the public out in the
community.

McAlister indicated that,
although serving in a high school
requires some adjustment or
change of “mindset” from
working in a regular police
patrol

division, she still must enforce
the law, make arrests if necessary,
and investigate criminal
activities. Students who are
threatening violence or who are
responsible for starting school
violence can face criminal
charges.

How is it going so far in her
new job? McAlister is very
positive, explaining that she is
treated with respect here by
students, teachers, and staff.

By:
Francisco Espinoza

The new face of IHS school resource
officer, Katha McAlister

September 30,2019



We've got spirit, yes we do! How about you?
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Fly high to the sky and cheer
loud to the crowd! Ingleside High
School has always had
enthusiastic, school spirited
cheerleaders, along with polished
cheer routines. Yet, it isn't as easy
as it may look. Long hours of
practice and hard work goes into a
45-second routine.

“Depending on the experience
within the stunt groups and the
confidence in the flyer, the time to
master a stunt can vary. I will say
we have new girls jumping in to
be flyer's and are really doing an
amazing job!” Cheer Coach Lacy
McCombs said.

This year's coaches are
Lindsay Schmidt and Lacy
McCombs. Team captains are
McKenzie Brown and Savannah
Guerrero. Currently, the Ingleside

only 18 cheerleaders, seven on
JV, and 11 on Varsity. Coaches
believe that a number of qualified
young men would like to
participate on the team.

Candidates for cheer must meet
academic, behavior, and
attendance requirements in order
to tryout," McCombs explained.

“All candidates will be scored
on their spirit, three jumps,
individual chant, group cheer,
group dance, voice level, clarity,
and pronunciation,” McCombs
said.

“We have phenomenal
leadership on both teams! The
commitment of the girls is second
to none. Now, I'd be lying if I said
it was perfect. Just like any
relationship, there are ups and
downs; however, those issues are
resolved quickly with respect for
one another, and we move
forward. I have high hopes for
this team at our UIL competition
and look forward to watching the
cheer program grow.”

"Male and Female candidates are
welcome to try out for cheer.
There are requirements like any
other sport, of course.

LETS GOMUSTANGS: The IHS cheerleaders demonstrating their power
pyramid at the pep rally. Left to right on the floor: Hailey Yeomans, Karis
Gibson, Liliana Gonzalez, Angel Perez, Mia Reed, Bianca Torres, Savannah
Gurrero, Danielle Canales. In the air left to right: Kylee Gonzalez, Kharlla
Arcega, Rozlynn Vasquez, Elisa Jimenez, Brooklynn Deckert.

By:
Harley Hernandez

Lady Stangs are back on the court

Practicing since Aug. 1, the
Lady Stangs are back on the court
playing two games a week, with
12 participating on varsity, 15 on
junior varsity, and 16 on the
freshman team.

All of teams begin practice at f
8th period to 5:30 pm. They
practice Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and have game days
on Thursdays and Fridays.

So far, the varsity team has a
season record of 11-19 and a
district record of 1-3 (at time of
publication). The junior varsity
team has a district record of 1-3,
and the freshman team has a
district record of 2-2.

The Lady Stangs are currently
in a tie for 4th place position in
play-offs. “Our strength is our
team's chemistry. These girls get
along so well and that really
transfers

on to the court,” Head Volleyball
Coach Holly Muniz said.

Last year, the Lady Stangs
fought their way to the playoffs
for the first time in five years.
They have high hopes of making
it again this year. “It will be a
fight every game as we have a
very strong district, but I believe
in my girls and know that we can
do anything we set our sites on,”
Muniz said.

A new school means new, fun
activities, including soccer.
Approximately 22 IHS students
thought they might get a kick out
of the recently revived girls’
soccer program and signed up.

The boys’ soccer team has not
yet formed because a number of
potential players are still
participating in football.

Students indicated in a survey
last school year that they wanted a
soccer team. The Ingleside
community also favored having
soccer teams. They lobbied the
school board members, and they
made it happen.

New soccer coaches include
Girls’ Coach Sandra Alvarado
and Boys’ Coach Louis Williams.
According to Alvarado, the
practice field behind the football
stadium is ready for soccer
workouts.

For games, the teams will be
competing on the football field in
the stadium. Ingleside ISD will be
providing all of the players with
their own uniforms, and socks,
everything except shin guards and
cleats.

Soccer season will begin Dec.
2, the Monday after Thanksgiving
break. “We will start our first two
scrimmages in late December. and
the season will end this school
year at the end of February.

Once we are put in a district,
either next year or the following
year, the season will end in early
March, and then playoffs will
follow pending if we make it.”
Williams said.

Along with Williams and
Alvarado, high school Principal
Dawn Whidden said that she, too,
loves soccer and has played many
times. “I am very excited that we
now have a team of our own, that
I will be able to help coach with!”
Whidden said.

By: Lead Editor
Amber Hays

Lauren Douglas goes in for the kill

Soccer: You asked for it, and you got it
By:
Harley Hernandez
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It's a fresh season; Mustangs are just getting started

It’s early in the season, but the
Mustangs want to improve their
current one-win, three-loss record
in the upcoming game when they
clash with Zapata High School on
Friday, Oct. 4.

In their first contest, the
Mustangs fell to the San Diego
Vaqueros with a score of 19 to
33, an unexpected loss. “It was a
good first half and a difficult
ending,” Coach Dylan Conway
said. “The players were still
trying to find themselves and had
given up in the second half.
Conway further explained, “They
didn't lose because of what San
Diego did but because of
themselves, and because of all

the penalties they got throughout
the game.” Player Matthew
Valdez said, “We lost because of
mistakes we made. It wasn't that
they beat us. We beat ourselves."

Next, IHS clashed with
Aransas Pass, an unsuccessful
match for the Mustangs, losing to
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the Panthers 6 to 21.
The third game was a very

needed shot in the arm when the
Mustangs soundly defeated the
Kingsville Brahmas 41 to 27. Left
tackle, Derek Turnham, said,
“They [the Mustangs] worked on
the little things that cost them the

By:
Julian Herrera the first two games, but they are

working hard and only have a few
more things to tweak. They are
really confident about future
games.”

The fourth game was against
Industrial High and the Mustang's
third loss with 12 to 38. The
Defensive Line Coach Butch
Porter said, “They were making
too many mistakes for this time
of football season, and need to be
corrected.” He went on to say,
“They need to work on the red
zone, and the defense is having to
spend too much time on the field,
creating over-fatigue.”

With hope for the future,
Coach Porter lastly commented,
“The thing is that we don’t throw
in the towel. We just keep on
trying, and good things will
happen.”

RUN BOBBY, RUN: Backed up by Nathan Dorris, (62), Bobby Gonzalez, (7)
runs the ball down the field against Kingsville, dodging Brahmas on the way.

IHS Student Council plans Homecoming
(Continued from Page 1)
Sophomores elect count and
countess. Freshmen elect duke
and duchess. Football beau and
sweetheart are chosen, and the
band beau and band sweetheart.
Homecoming is scheduled
during halftime of the football
game.

Other Student Council
members elected this year include
the following: Freshman Class
Officers President Kylee
Gonzales, Vice President Carlos
Torres, Secretary Jason Fowler,
and Treasurer Madison
Doyel.

Sophomore Class Officers
President Jonathon Davis, Vice
President Makayla Buescher,
Secretary Virginia Hemming,
Treasurer Espi Barerra, and
Historian Peyton Cavalier.

Junior Class Officers President
Bobby Gonzales, Vice President
Seth Ruff, Secretary Elizabeth
Thurman, Treasurer Jaiden Soto,

and Historian Leandra Moreno.
Senior Class Officers President
Ashanti Burleson, Vice President
Leslie Garza, Secretary Reese
Lugo, Treasurer Megan Jasso,
and Historian Rylan Lopez.

Student Body Officers
President Lauren Joyal, Vice
President Bobby Gonzales,
Recording Secretary Reese Lugo,
Corresponding Secretary Andrea
Torres, Treasurer Bella Geissel,
Parliamentarian Raine Beckman,
Historian Megan Jasso, Spirit
Leader Ashanti Burleson, Chief
Financial Officer Matthew
Valdez, Social Media Director
Savannah Guerrero, Community
Service Director Peyton Cavalier,
and Communications Director
Izabella Martinez.

We Dine Together Officers are
President Savannah Guerrero,
Vice President Matthew Valdez,
and Secretary Peyton Cavalier.

Homecomeing nears

Homecoming is perhaps
Student Council's largest and
busiest event, scheduled for the
week of Oct. 7-12. Student
Council chose "Hollywood
Glamour" as the theme for
Homecoming dance in the IHS
Cafetorium, 8 pm. to 11 pm.

Homecoming royalty all ready
elected and announced last Friday
in the pep rally include: Juniors
Count Jaxon Mabile; Countess,
Bradlyn Morton; Sophomores
Prince Avery Gooch, Princess
Brianna Canales; Freshmen Duke
Troy Wilson, and Princess Arya
Livas.

By:
Francisco Espinoza

Mustangs Against Tobacco
By now, you would think that

everyone knows the dangers of
cigarettes and other tobacco
products, right? Do teens still
believe they can smoke, dip, chew,
or vape and quit “...anytime they
want to?” Research shows
otherwise, but many continue to
use these products.

Members of MAT, Mustangs
Against Tobacco, want to raise
Ingleside High School’s
awareness of the health risks of
tobacco in October by planning
public projects to spread the word,
according to MAT President Faith
Hickman.

On Oct. 1, MAT will join with
the Ingleside Police Dept., Fire
Dept., and the City of Ingleside
Parks and Recreation for
“National Night Out”, 6:30
pm.-8:30 pm. in N.O. Simmons
Skate Park in Ingleside. Other
activities include crafts, police
vehicles,

fire trucks, food, a police obstacle
course, waterslide, kickball, and
pet adoptions.

Another annual project
is“Kick Butt” day in which
students pick up cigarette butts in
public parks, Hickman said.
Along with many more projects to
come in the future.
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