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By Elly Brown

HOLYOKE CO-  Many people love autumn, but the seasonal change from summer to fall can promote 

unwanted depression in many people. Embracing and accepting the season for what it is will help 

improve your mental health during cold and cloudy days. There are many ways to enhance your 

quality of life instead of allowing depression to seep in because of boredom. For instance, D.I.Y.ing a 

pumpkin spice latte and drinking it outside in a pile of leaves would be a great way to brighten the 

day. A fun way to be active this season would be to walk to Holyoke?s local coffee shop, Brewed 

Awakenings, to buy a hot drink or get some friends together to play a game of football just for fun.  

Consider spending some time in nature by stopping by the Lion?s Club fishing pond just east of 

Holyoke to take in the fall colors or take some aesthetic pictures with friends. A very popular and fun 

thing to do this fall in Holyoke is to pick a pumpkin at the local pumpkin patch. Attempting pumpkin 

carving and painting is a great thing to do during the season. The haunted maze is a great place to 

have fun with friends. Since it?s becoming colder every day, buying warm clothes at local thrift stores 

like Retread Threads in Haxtun, Colorado would be a great way to help our local area. Plus thrift stores 

are a great place to find clothing articles that will likely be the latest fashion trend. Consider taking a 

vacation this fall and try to go to all of the haunted places and ghost towns in Colorado. Another 

popular vacationing area is Aspen, Colorado which is a  great place to see breathtaking autumn 

foliage. Try making a personal bucket list of things to accomplish during this autumn, my first item on 

my bucket list is to paint a landscape picture on a pumpkin. I hope this brief list of activities will inspire 

you to make this season one for the books.



SPORTS

Junior  High Foot ball

By Anna Hayes

HOLYOKE CO- Holyoke Junior High School, or HJHS, completely 

dominated the Wray Eagles during their game on Tuesday. Holyoke 

beat Wray 30 to 8. Wray barely managed to make those 8 points and 

didn?t do that until the last four minutes of the game.  Every player 

on the Holyoke football roster was able to participate at one point or 

another, including all the B team players. Spectators were chilled by 

the 45-degree weather and the slight rain, which lots of the students 

who came to watch the game were not ready for. Plenty of people 

did not attend the HJHS game due to the weather. The FCCLA 

concessions stand was kind enough to make hot chocolate for the 

people at the game. Eight HJHS cheerleaders were practically 

freezing because they had to cheer in their uniforms for the football 

game. Everyone bundled up in blankets and huddled together to 

attempt to stay warm as they cheered the HJHS football team to a 

win.  They will play again on Saturday for the league championship. 

Junior  High Volleyball

By Karlie Martin

HOLYOKE CO- The Junior High ?B? volleyball team played a ?B? 

team only tournament on Monday, September, 30th in the old 

gym and new gym. The teams who participated were Sedgwick 

County (SedgCo), Haxtun, Wray, and Holyoke participated in the 

tournament. Since there were four teams competing, both 

gyms were utilized. Holyoke started in the new gym and 

managed to stay there all day because they dominated in the 

first sets. Holyoke played SedgCo for the Championship while 

Haxtun and Wray played for 3rd and 4th place. Unfortunately, 

Holyoke came up short from winning the entire tournament. 

They communicated well and played well at the net. SedgeCo 

simply played a better game. Most of the servers were able to 

serve over the net, which is a feat for junior high girls. They 

were also able to focus on ball control which led to teams being 

able to set up shots and hit the ball three times before sending 

it over the net. This was a great way to end the season and they 

can not wait for next year. 



 

BREAKING NEWS

A Sit e t o See

By Areli Murillo 

GRAND CANYON AZ - A twenty-eight-year-old 

visitor to the tourist spot on the Hualapai 

reservation, just outside of  Grand Canyon 

National Park, jumped off the Skywalk safety 

barrier. The man jumped on Saturday around 

4:30 p.m. A Grand Canyon spokesman says a 

body recovery effort began Sunday morning. 

According to NBC News, authorities were trying 

to locate the body of the man who climbed over 

the safety barrier at the Grand Canyon Skywalk 

and apparently jumped to his death. 

The Grand Canyon Skywalk opened in 2007. It 's 

a horseshoe-shaped glass walkway that is just 

about 70 feet over the edge of the canyon 

overlooking the Colorado River. There are signs 

warning tourists not venture too close to the 

edge. The vertical drop from the Skywalk is 

between 500 to 800 feet. This is not the first 

time someone has gone over the edge, a 

Chinese tourist fell to his death on March 2019, 

when he stumbled too close to the edge and fell 

while he was trying to take a photo. According to 

NBC News, the Grand Canyon West said in a 

statement Monday that it will explore whether 

new security policies are needed. 

 -the Grand Canyon Skywalk includes a glassway.    
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No More Sm ok ing for  Those Under  21

By Katie Marshall

DENVER CO -  Recently, Denver voted on a 

serious issue. The Denver city council has voted 

to raise the minimum age to buy tobacco or 

nicotine filled products. In the past, a person 

needed to be only 18 to purchase these 

products, now a person must be 21 to be able to 

purchase them. This new law will be in effect 

next week when it 's officially signed by Mayor 

Michael Hancock. If a business is caught selling 

to someone who is under 21 they will be fined. 

This new law is to curb the rising trend of 

smoking and vaping. Another reason this law 

was written is to encourage people to think 

about their health. Smoking is one of the leading 

causes of death in America. There is something 

called nicotine In cigarettes, and what the 

nicotine does is release dopamine from your 

brain and fills your body with complete pleasure. 

According to research, this is the same feeling 

you get if you did drugs such as cocaine, just a 

lower amount. Since it makes your mind feel so 

good, your body will want more and more which 

will cause smoke to fill your lungs and put a 

person at a higher risk for lung cancer. 

Obviously, Denver does not want a teen to get 

sick from something legally sold to them. In 

Holyoke currently, we do not have this law, but it 

doesn't mean that our mayor won't think about 

it. It is recommended that a person just does not 

start smoking or vaping in the first place and 

they will be better off in the long run.



MRS. KRENING

Teacher Spotlights

By Dahria Marquez

MRS.  KLEVE   

HOLYOKE CO - This is Mrs. Kleve?s third year teaching, second at Holyoke Jr./Sr. High School. 

She started teaching in 2004 but took 13 years off to raise her sons. She was asked to teach 

journalism so Mr. Ginapp could teach creative writing. ?I teach because I can make a difference 

with kids and it fills my heart? Mrs. Kleve says.  She is currently doing an online college and will 

finish her master 's degree in English this coming January! Mrs. Kleve does not do snotty, runny 

noses so she does not and would never teach at the elementary school. She also thinks middle 

and high school kids are way more independent. She really enjoys teaching and making a real 

connection with students that goes beyond the classroom. We all know Mrs. Kleve has a 

passion for Disney.  Her mom used to take to her Disney all the time, she started taking her 

kids.  The memories she made with her family than and now is why she loves Disney so much! 

?One time Max, Ben, and I went to Disney 9 times in a year when we lived in Florida!? she says.  

She has even managed to bring Disney to her classroom when she teaches ?Cinderella? around 

the world to her 8th-grade class. 

By Emma Sprague 

HOLYOKE CO - Mrs. Krening is a Social Studies teacher and head Jr. High volleyball coach. Mrs. Krening 

said she wanted to start teaching because she had a really good Social Studies teacher when she was in 

school. Honestly, she did not want to be a teacher, she wanted to be an interior decorator but that did 

not work out. She says she has always been drawn to Social Studies and has always liked it.  She really 

wanted to teach English History but never got the chance to because it would have been more classes 

and more college lesson. Most of the time technology used in the classroom is helpful but if they abuse 

it is more of a distraction ,she thinks. Mrs. Krening says ?Some teachers had a bigger impact than 

others, but my college professors had the biggest impact.?  She hopes to have the same kind of impact on 
her students. 



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Max Kleve 
by Ben  Kleve

HOLYOKE CO-The thought of running down a 
track, thrusting a pole into the ground and 
flinging myself through the air is not something 
most people would enjoy. Max Kleve, however, 
loves it.  He went to a pole vaulting camp in 
Yuma this summer and cannot wait for track 
season in the spring.  Max decided not to go out 
for football this year because he was nervous 
that being a Freshman and having more 
responsibilit ies might be overwhelming.  He is 
in the fall musical production of Damn Yankees. 
While his main part is Rocky, he fills in other 
smaller roles too.  The homecoming events 
during the week were tons of fun for Max, but 
the dance was rather boring.  He said, ?It was a 
scam and I had to pay for water.? The guitar is 
one of the things Max loves most.  He is rather 
musically inclined and is a part of the select 
choir.  He is hoping at the winter concert that 
he gets to perform one of the many songs he 
taught himself over the summer. 

Tuf f  Sigler

By Sawyer Sigler

HOLYOKE CO- Tuff Sigler soared to new heights 

this summer when he went paragliding in the 

Grand Tetons this summer. He said it was the most 

exciting experience of his life. Paragliding might 

have been the most exciting time of his life , but he 

is stoked to go to nationals for FFA October 28th 

through November 3rd. He gets to see 

motivational speakers, and they might get to see 

Old Dominion. While Tuff is excited about all the 

events they will attend, he is most excited about all 

the different places he will get to eat since Holyoke 

has a limited variety of restaurants. Tuff is looking 

forward to FFA  this year because he gets to hang 

out with his friends and his favorite teachers. He 

encourages students to look into FFA and Ag 

because it is fun and it gives them a chance to try 

something new. Tuff is the treasurer for FFA, and is 

also involved in FLBA. He is also pumped for 

baseball to start next spring. This will be Tuff 's 

second year playing outfield for the Dragons.  

While Tuff may not be involved in all the activities 

he used to be in, he is part of the Student Council 

this year as the treasurer for the Sophomore class. 

Tuff Sigler said that his Sophomore year is ? Just 

dandy.? He also said that it has been really fun so 

far and she is excited to see what the rest of the 

year will bring. 



Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna aliquyam 
erat, sed diam voluptua. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est Lorem ipsum dolr sit  amet. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet, 
consetetur sadipscing elit r, sed diam 
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut 
labore et dolore magna. 

At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd 
gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus 
est Lorem ipsum dolor sit  amet. 

AGRICULTURE IN HOLYOKE                  NEW TECHNOLOGY                              

By Layna Wear

HOLYOKE CO - Holyoke has a long history of 

agriculture. Since the founding of our litt le 

town in 1888, farming has shaped our 

community. Driving along Highway 6 a person 

will see that there are hundreds of acres of 

land used for alfalfa, corn, wheat, millet, and 

peas. People like Byron Kramer take some of 

the corn they grow and grind it up for corn 

silage, that he feeds to his cattle. Randy Weis 

plants some of his fields half wheat and half 

corn to get two things done at once. Land 

farming is not the only thing that happens 

here though, ranching is also widespread and 

provides a living to many of our residents. 

Feedlots like the Timmerman and Kramer 

feedlots help put meat in freezers all over the 

country and possibly the world. The Double W 

Dairy Farm south of town on Highway 385 

also produces your milk. In the end, the farms 

and ranches have shaped Holyoke into what it 

is today.

By Isaiah Rueter

HOLYOKE CO- Technology is changing and 

growing in Holyoke School District, The new 

school year brought new technology to 

students and teachers.  Mrs. Parker is now 

teaching computers at the elementary and 

doing tech support on her plan and after 

school. Mr. Betley teaches Spanish in the 

morning then after lunch he is tech support. 

Mr. Ingram is still a full-time tech support. 

They answered 450 repair tickets in 2 

months which is more than 10 a day since 

school started.  A new feature added to the 

classrooms was Chromecast. It has been 

around for a while but was just introduced to 

the school this year. Teachers all got new 

Chromebooks which are a touchscreen and 

use chromecast to cast to their board.  So, 

Promethean boards are not being utilized, 

they are now simply a board and projector. 

Unfortunately, the teachers cannot write on 

the boards anymore and were told there is a 

function on their new Chromebooks to be 

able to do so. The downside to chromecast is 

that the sound attachments were not 

purchased and teachers need Bluetooth 

speakers which were also not provided. We 

are still adapting to Chromecast, there have 

been days where there has been no internet 

and students have had to use their personal 

cellphone hotspots. The new age is coming 

faster and faster every day and new things to 

come. There are still more changes to be 

made to make this new technology the best 

it can be to help future students. 



By Krista Noffsinger 

DENVER CO- It?s finally that time of the year! If 

you're looking for a fright, I suggest you go to 

the infamous 13th Floor Haunted House in 

Denver. From here to Denver is a mere 3-hour 

drive and well worth it for the fright you are 

going to receive. The 13th Floor is exceedingly 

well known for its thrilling haunted mazes. Every 

year 13th Floor has three different mazes, the 

mazes this year are The Other Side, Clown, and 

Tales of the Unknown. If you plan on going, 

ticket prices may vary depending on the date 

you attend. Lastly, the 13th Floor Haunted Maze 

has this legend about why most buildings don't 

have a 13th floor. They state that the number 

13 is known to be overly unlucky. This is the 

reason why nearly all building owners will not 

have a 13th floor in there buildings. They also 

believe that the 13th floor of the government 

building isn?t actually missing, but actually 

contains top-secret governmental departments. 

Thus, it would make much more sense to build 

a secret floor, such as the 13th floor as a 

basement, making it much easier to hide the 

13th floor 's location in what appears to be 

single-story buildings, underground. If you are 

looking for a real fright the 3-hour drive to 

Denver?s 13th Floor would be worth it.

ROBOTICS

By Emma Sprague

HOLYOKE CO-Ben Kleve is a 7th grader 

who is involved in Robotics and is doing 

football, wrestling, and track. Ben is also 

currently a writer for the Holyoke Dragon 

Times. Ben says he was interested in 

robotics because of the engineering. He 

believes solving problems and 

participating in the competition at NJC is 

what makes robotics interesting. Ben 

claims robotics is actually very fun and 

challenging. He says you do not have to be 

smart to join the robotics club. Robotics 

involves a new invention for your everyday 

life that is extraordinary and helpful. 

Robotics teaches the students who are 

involved not to give up on an idea and try 

to find solutions to problems that arise. 

Ben claims one day he really would like to 

make an adjustable pallet fork for farm 

work.  Ben really likes all the people in the 

robotics club and is thrilled to be able to 

work on a project with his brother, Max.  

The robotics group will be traveling to NJC 

this fall to compete against other robotics 

clubs in the area.  The Dragon Times 

wishes them well. 

13TH FLOOR REVIEW

https://www.13thfloorhauntedhouse.com/gallery.html

https://www.13thfloorhauntedhouse.com/gallery.html


  

FUN PAGE

NOT YET!  Next  weekend!

FUN FACTS
Did you know that cows can run 25 miles per 

hour?

Cows can sleep standing up. 

Pigs sing to their babies to get them to eat. 

Riddles
1.You measure my life in hours and I serve you 

by expiring.  I'm quick when I am thin and slow 

when I'm fat. The wind is my enemy. 

(See Mrs. Kleve with the answer for a Dragon dollar)

2. You cannot keep me until you have given me 

up.

3.  What gets bigger the more you take away? 

Answers

2. Your Word

3. A hole
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