
 Parent Education: Long-Term Projects 

 

How to Help with School Projects 

The first, and most important, thing to remember is that this is a student’s project and 
should reflect the amount of work and care that the student puts into it.   

Steps for your child to follow: 

1. What is the goal of this project? What am I expected to produce? 
2. Choose a topic. 
3. Start backwards. “What does the project look like in the classroom?” Draw a 

sketch of the poster/project/presentation. 
4. Count out the steps and create a calendar. 
5. Begin with collecting and reading information on the topic. 
6. Take notes. (At a developmentally appropriate level, this looks very different at 

each level) 
7. Begin assembling the project. 
8. Have an adult edit the project. 
9. Practice the presentation many times. 
10. Bring the project to school. 

 
Expectations by Age 

Elementary I 
• Student must understand the concept and be able to talk about it. 
• Do the bulk of the actual work by themselves. 
• Have fun. 

 
Elementary II 

• Student must be able to explain their topic in their own words. 
• Discuss the process of data collection/information collection. 

 
Middle School 

• Student must be able to teach concept to others. 
• Student must be able to connect topic to different parts of the curriculum. 
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Things for You to Keep in Mind 

• Make and stick to a timeline. 
• The smaller and more simple, the better. 
• Keep yourself out of the fray (you are the assistant!) 
• Keep a notebook to write down any new or stray ideas. 
• Help keep the focus on the topic at hand. 
• Be clear on what each of you need to do. 
• Know what is appropriate for the age of the child. 
• Work backwards – from vision to execution. 
• If you get frustrated, walk away! 

 

 


