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Principal’s Notes
Dear Families,

Happy Fall!!! It is certainly a beautiful time in Maine! Let’s hope we have 
mild temperatures for a while longer!

We have begun our NWEA testing for all students in kindergarten, first, 
and second grade. This year we are trying a new program for math called 
IReady.  Staff and I will review the scores to help us plan for the 
instructional needs of those students. Teachers will share your child’s 
scores with you during Parent-Teacher Conferences.

Octoberfest will be held THIS Saturday, October 5th, at the Common 
from 11:00 - 3:00 (Rain date is Sunday, October 6th ). This event is 
sponsored by our GEPTA. They are still looking for lots of volunteers to 
help set up, bake, run events, and clean up.  Set up will begin at 7:00.

Our Annual Pancake Breakfast will be October 17th this year.  Last year 
we came in through the small playground doors and that worked out 
great!  Doors will open at 8:10, breakfast is served in the cafeteria, and 
then families eat in the gym.  This is event has become a family favorite 
and is a wonderful way to start the school day for sure!  Many thanks to 
our GEPTA who will be funding it for us this year!

Next weekend is a 4-day weekend for your children as Friday, October 
11th is a Workshop Day and Monday, October 14th is a holiday. I hope 
you are able to get outside to enjoy our fall season, as the leaves have 
peaked and many orchards are open for apple picking!

If you ever have a question or concern or just want to visit, please do not 
hesitate to call me or stop by my office.

Yours in the service of children,

Join Us for the Walking School Bus! 
Students and parents are invited to join Mrs. Moody and 

other staff members at the Gardiner Common at 7:55 for 
the Walking School Bus on Monday mornings, weather 

permitting, as we walk to school together. 
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Upcoming Events 
October:
4th: Johnson Hall visits, 2:00
5th: GEPTA Octoberfest, 11:00 - 3:00, 
	 Gardiner Common (rain date, 
	 October 6th)
7th: Walking School Bus, 7:55
10th: GEPTA meeting, 6:00 at LER
11th: No school, staff workshop day
14th: No school, Holiday
17th: Pancake Breakfast
21st: Walking School Bus, 7:55
24th: Early Release, elementary students 
	 dismissed at 12:00, no PreK
24th: Parent-teacher conferences
28th: Walking School Bus, 7:55
30th: Assembly, 2:00 (Miss Greenleaf & 
	 Miss Perreault’s classes presenting)
November:
1st: Picture Retake Day
4th: Walking School Bus, 7:55
8th: Early release, elementary students 
	 dismissed at 12:00, no PreK
11th: No school, Veterans Day
18th: Walking School Bus, 7:55 
20th: Assembly, 2:00 (Mrs. Grant’s class 
	 presenting)
22nd: End of 1st trimester
26th: K field trip to bank
27th-29th: No school, Happy 
	 Thanksgiving!
December:
7th: LER Craft Fair

     Helpful Phone Numbers
Laura E. Richards School	 582-3612
Superintendent's Office	 582-5346
Transportation Office	 582-6663
Boys & Girls Club	 	 582-8458
Special Education Office	 582-7366
LER fax	 	 	 582-3175
River View School  & fax	 582-3402

For safety reasons:
Please do not drop your child off at 

school before 8:10.  Please do not 
drop your child off in the parking 
lot.  Student drop-off should be in 

front of the school.
Please remain in the lobby when 
dropping off or picking up your 

child.



The Laura E. Richards School community will nurture, guide, and encourage students.  We will provide a safe 
environment, rich in learning experiences, to foster respectful, caring, independent learners.  

Star Students 
Every week, each 
teacher chooses a 
student who has 
demonstrated the
“4 Be’s” -- Be safe, 
be kind, be respectful, 

be responsible.  Each Star Student 
receives a certificate and a special 
pencil! Congratulations to our Super 
Stars!
Box Tops for Education
Our school receives 10 cents 
for every Box Top for 
Education logo we redeem. 
Collection sheets have gone 
home with students, but feel 
free to send your  Box Tops to 
school in baggies, envelopes, or whatever 
works best for your family.  Our school uses 
these funds to provide enrichment activities for 
all of our students during the school year. We 
look forward to another great year!

Even though the program is moving towards a 
mobile app, we are still able to redeem Box 
Tops that are clipped from packages.  During 
this transition, if you use the app as well as 
clipping Box Tops, our school gets double 
the points!  So please keep clipping!

GRMS PTO HandMade Holiday Craft Fair
The GRMS PTO is hosting an Early Bird 
Handmade Craft Show on Saturday, November 
2nd from 9:00 am-3:00 pm at the Middle 
School!  Come support our PTO and get an 
early start to your holiday shopping!  
Email GRMSPTO@gmail.com for more 
information.

Visit us often at msad11.org, check out our 
Events Calendar, and  follow 

Laura E. Richards 
Elementary on Facebook!

 It’s Time for 

Parent-Teacher Conferences!

Thursday, October 24th
12:30 - 7:30

Please go to
https://pickatime.com/client?ven=11612871

to schedule your conferences.

GEPTA News 
• Join us for Octoberfest, Saturday, October 5th, 

(rain date, Sunday, October 6th) 11:00 - 3:00 at 
the Gardiner Common.  Please visit our Facebook 
page or email geptanews@gmail.com if you're 
interested in volunteering!

• Our next meeting will be Thursday, October 10th 
at 6:00 in the LER library. All meetings this year 
will be held on the second Thursday of the month 
in the library at LER.  Please join us!

No School 
Friday, October 11th &
Monday, October 14th 

Have a safe and restful weekend!
 

Early Release Day
Wednesday, October 24th

K-5 students dismissed 
at 12:00

No school for PreK

See you at Parent-Teacher Conferences!

Gardiner Drama Boosters Movie Night
The new Gardiner Drama Boosters with be hosting 
an Outdoor Halloween Family Friendly Movie Night 
at the GRMS Soccer Field on October 18th at 
5:30pm.  Look for flyers coming home soon! Email
gardinerdramaboosters@gmail.com for more 
information.
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MSAD #11: Parents’ Right To Know 
Notification
Your child is attending a school receiving Title I 
federal funds through the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (referred to as ESSA). This Federal law requires 
that parents be notified of their right to know the 
professional qualifications of their child's teacher(s) 
in core academic subject areas, including the 
following:

The type of state credential or license that the 
teacher holds. Some teachers will have a credential 
in a particular subject area, such as English or 
mathematics, and others will have a multiple subject 
credential, which allows them to teach a variety of 
subjects, such as in elementary schools.

The education level and subject area of the 
teacher’s college degree(s). All teachers have a 
bachelor’s degree, and many teachers have 
graduate degrees beyond the bachelor’s, such as a 
masters or doctoral degree.

In addition to the qualifications of the teacher, if a 
paraprofessional (Educational Technician) provides 
your child services, you may also request 
information about his or her qualifications. Many 
paraprofessionals have two years of college, and 
others have passed a test that verifies their 
qualifications.

If you would like this information, please contact the 
school principal.

Hannaford Helps Schools 
Now through November 30th,  shoppers will receive 
school dollar certificates at the register with the 
purchase of participating products, which Hannaford 
will redeem for cash for our school.  Please be sure 
to put them in the Laura E Richards slot in the 
display at the store or send them in to school.

Extra Clothing at School
Each student should have a complete change of 
clothing to be kept at school or in his/her backpack 
in case of spills, wet playground, etc.  

Please be sure to label all of your child’s belongings 
so that we can return lost items to the right place!

Spotlight on Staff!

An Interview with 
Mrs. Rogers

Ed Tech

 Where did you go 
to school? 

University of Maine 
at Machias

What is your 
favorite book? 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 

by Eric Carle

What are your 
hobbies? 

Flower arranging 
and cake decorating

What is your favorite food? 
Strawberry ice cream

What is your favorite thing about
working at LER? 

Everyone works together and follows the 4 Be’s.

How many years have you worked in education? 
This is my 50th year.

What is an interesting fact about you?
I remember when most of the school buildings

in our district were being built.
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Laura E. Richards Elementary School
Annual Pancake Breakfast

Thursday, October 17th
8:10 - 8:45

We invite you to join us for our 
Annual Pancake Breakfast 

on Thursday, October 17th!  
This event is for all of our PreK to 2nd grade 

students and families.

We will be serving pancakes, sausage, fruit, 
coffee, juice, and milk. 

There is no charge for this family welcoming event!
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