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Quote of the Week:  “Let’s be reasonable and add an eighth day to the week that is devoted exclusively to reading.”  (Lena 
Dunham, (1986 – present) 
 
October 2-9  - Parent Conferences – Early Release days 
October 5  - SGVCC 50th Anniversary celebration – 12 – 6 pm on Lagunitas campus 
October 6  - 7th grade Monument celebration – Woodacre Central Park 5 pm 
October 10  - School vision testing K, 2nd, 5th, 8th, new, and triennial IEP students 
October 11  - Picture Day 
October 14  - School holiday (no school) – Indigenous People’s Day (Columbus Day) 
October 15  - LEAP Board meeting – 7 pm 
October 16  - Open Classroom parent meeting – 6:30 pm 
October 17  - Lagunitas School District Board meeting – 6:30 pm in Room 20 
October 22  - LEAP Give-Back Night at Split Rock – Fairfax 
October 28  - Picture Make-Up Day 
October 29  - Middle School parent meeting – 6:30 pm 
October 31  - Halloween – early release day (2 and 2:10 pm) 
November 1  - Professional Development Day (no school for students) 
November 6  - Montessori PTO meeting 6 pm – Room 9 
 
News and Information 
 
I’m happy to report that we hired a new secretary for the lower campus office.  Owen Clapp has joined our 
staff at the desk formerly occupied by Beth.  Our wonderful Beth is still with us, but has returned to her 
previous post on the upper campus.  You may recognize Owen’s name as he recently authored the San 
Geronimo Valley version of the Images of America book, is an accomplished bass player, lives in the Valley, 
and even attended Lagunitas at one point when a child.  Owen has a lot of names to learn as he writes up 
tardy slips and checks students off in the lunch lines, but your children seem to enjoy helping him and are so 
welcoming.  Be sure to stop in and say hello when you get a chance. 
 
This year still feels very new.  Along with our new staff members, we are enjoying getting to know many 
new students this year.  Our program parent meetings are thriving with new energy.  Schools really go 
through a rebirth each year – we blink and our students grow taller, they settle into a new grade or transition 
to middle school, and we all get a kick out of the youngest as they learn to navigate this thing called school. 
 
Lagunitas has so many programs, practices, and partnerships to support our students that it will take new 
families some time to fully grasp.  Aside from daily experiences in the classrooms with the teachers and 
assistants who are the foundation of our students’ education, we have quite a team working to create a solid 
and joyful educational experience for our students. 
 



For three weeks a year we end days an hour early to conference with families.  Our programs approach these 
differently based on the different philosophies.  Open Classroom families will have three conferences 
throughout the year to learn about their children’s progress in the classroom.  Montessori families will 
conference in the fall, then twice later in the year will receive standards-based progress reports while 
additional conferences will be optional.  Middle School families will receive standards-based progress 
reports three times a year, at the end of each trimester, and while conferences are available if requested, 
teachers contact families of students they need to meet with.  Middle School students attend conferences with 
their parents. 
 
We have a solid counseling program through the Seeds of Awareness organization.  We contract with this 
group for four days of counseling per week.  I am delighted with the counselors Seeds provides.  We 
currently have Taylor Rechtschaffen and Sammy Ethridge, though Taylor is out on leave as her baby is due 
very soon.  Sammy will be with us four days a week until Taylor returns in the spring.  Seeds provides 
training and supervision for the counselors and it is comforting to know they have this solid organization 
behind them when new situations arise. 
 
Our special education program works with students who have IEPs in all our programs.  In a later newsletter 
I’ll write in-depth about the IEP process.  In addition to our special education resource teacher, Karen 
Mansell, we have resource assistants – Berta Bickel, Alison Double, and Keeley White.  We expect to hire 
one more this fall.  We also contract for a school psychologist, Meredith Hanrahan, one day each week, a 
speech and language therapist, Mary Frances Reed, two days each week, and an occupational therapist, 
Melissa Ramirez, one day each week.  In addition to being principal, I serve as the special education director.   
 
We receive a lot of support from the Marin County Office of Education (MCOE) and what’s known as the 
local SELPA.  We have students who attend county programs – in the Valley and in a nearby district, and we 
have students who are placed in non-public schools.  We work closely with the MCOE class, run by teacher 
Stephanie Weiss and several assistants, that is in our middle school building.  Students in this class attend 
some of our classes in order to mainstream with general education peers.  As Buck Chavez, our middle 
school PE teacher, said today, when one of Stephanie’s students attends PE, the kindness factor skyrockets 
with all the children. 
 
This is probably enough to read about for now.  In future newsletters I’ll write about our other programs and 
the partnerships that make up this special place, the Lagunitas School District, that we are all so lucky to be a 
part of. 

Laura Shain 
Principal 

 



 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please remember to pledge to LEAP at leap4education.org!  Our art, music, Spanish, aide, and field trip 
programs need your support.   
 
LEAP also needs a lead rep for each program for AUCTION. The job is time-limited. It should start no later 
than November 1 and will be wrapped up prior to the holidays. PLEASE contact LEAP to volunteer for this 
essential role for the district.  Contact Jodie NewDelman at 415-717-2626 or email to redpsych@gmail.com. 

  
Thank you to all the LEAP pledgers, give-back-night diners, scrip card users, and Farm Fresh 
subscribers!  Your donations bring our wonderful art, music, Spanish, and elective programs.  
They fund some of our classroom assistant time and some of our middle school PE.  Our students 
LOVE these programs, and our teachers APPRECIATE the support so much.   
 
LEAPs next give-back-night is on October 22 at Split Rock in Fairfax.   
 
All are welcome to attend the LEAP board meeting Tuesday, October 15 at 7 pm in Room 20. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The San Geronimo Valley Community Center is celebrating our 50th Anniversary with an all day FREE 
extravaganza with something for everyone. 
 
To start off the day, October 5, we are having a community walk beginning behind the school gym and going 
off to the golf course.  The walk is routed for people of all abilities and we hope to have a cross section of the 
Valley there. 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



 

 
 
Follow us on Lagunitas_School_District Instagram for more beautiful photos of our school in action! 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lost and Found…  (Shoes from 7th grade overnight hike, hammered fork by middle school today.) 
 

   
 


