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October 3, 2019

Dear Grade 6 Families,

As students are settling into their new routines, we know you are interested in learning about our
personalized learning model utilizing the Summit Learning Program which has been
implemented in grades 7 & 8 since September 2017. We have adopted this model in grades 7
& 8 and now grade 6 to support our school's vision that EVERY individual, upon leaving MMS, is
equipped with the skills, knowledge, and habits necessary to persevere and realize their unique
potential.

With our personalized learning model and our use of Summit Learning, teachers play a very
important role in students' learning. Teachers use their expertise to:
Help students develop lifelong Cognitive Skills, such as using sources and contributing to
discussions;

Identify when a student is struggling and as a result, support them with one-to-one
guidance or other forms of instruction to meet their needs; and
Coach students toward achieving their personal goals.

Teachers are very actively involved in project work with students, teaching and reteaching when
students need instruction, monitoring their personalized learning time, and helping students set
and achieve their goals. If you walk into one of our classrooms, you're less likely to see the
teacher standing in front of the classroom teaching the same lesson to every student; instead,
teachers will lead class discussions, work with small groups of students, and provide
individualized support.

Because we use a personalized learning model, you will notice some differences in our structure
compared to previous years:
•

Your student has been assigned a mentor, who acts as their advocate both inside and
outside of the classroom. Their mentor is one of their teachers who meets with your
student one-on-one weekly to support their personal goals.

•

Your student's grades beginning quarter 2 will be based on mastery of skills and content
knowledge. With Summit Learning, students are graded not only on the content they've
learned, but also on their ability to master cognitive skills needed for success in high
school and college and career - skills like analysis, presentation, and writing. This means
that grades will look a bit different than what you've seen in the past. This attachment
below answers most questions you may have about grading, and it will help both you and
your student to better understand the skills they are building.
Your student will begin using the Summit Learning Platform, an online tool that organizes
curriculum, projects, and assessments—and supports students in setting and tracking
goals for their learning. On the platform students make their way through resources,
learning basic concepts before taking that knowledge and applying it to the world around
them through a challenging project. Through this process, they're able to learn in ways
that best suit them, while the teacher teaches them how to contextualize what they've
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learned in a hands-on project. The Platform also gives families a window onto what their
students are learning daily, and it allows teachers to see how their students are
performing and use to that information to personalize instruction and provide additional
support when needed. You can access the Platform to see in real-time what your child is
working on and how you can support them using your child's log in username and
password.

Our teachers and staff are excited as we move forward in the school year. As with any change, I
know that there will be challenges along the way; however, we are committed to working through
them and to ensure that all of our students are equipped with the skills, knowledge, and habits
necessary to persevere and realize their unique potential.

It's incredibly important to us that all families have the opportunity to learn more about what is
happening in the classroom and get their questions answered. If you would like to schedule a
time to visit the school or meet one-on-one with a teacher or mentor, please contact the middle
school office to set up an appointment.

We'll continue to share information as the year progresses, ensuring you have the knowledge
and resources necessary to best support your child's learning. We appreciate your continued
support as a member of our family community!
Sincerely,
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Jessica Vezina

Principal
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