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Another school year is off to a great start and the first few weeks were pretty quiet.  As with most years, 
those quiet days are beginning to be replaced by busier days. In my October newsletter I usually address 
some key issue with our student handbook and school policies and will address a few of them in this 
month’s letter. 

Most years we start with basically the same handbook and school policies that have been used the previous 
year.  Each year we receive new and updated policies from our school attorney, that reflect legislative 
changes and/or trends in educational law.  These policies are then adjusted to fit our school and approved 
by the Board of Education.  The next step is to make these changes in the student, activities, and staff 
handbooks.  The various handbooks and the contents are not a word for word reproduction of the school 
policies, but a guide to the rules and regulations for students, parents, teachers and administrators.   Both 
school policy and handbooks can be changed during the school year, when deemed necessary by the school 
administration and/or the School Board to address current issues.   As administrators, Mrs. Brandyberry 
and myself, believe that the rules and regulations listed in the handbooks be enforced and followed.  To 
be effective in enforcing the rules and regulations, the strategies to enforce them will change with current 
student behaviors.  Contrary to popular belief, violations of handbook rules are applied the same way to all 
students.  The misconception is created by individuals not having all of the facts in the matter that is being 
addressed.  This is proven quite often, by comments posted on Facebook.  The severity of the incident and 
the number of times that the issue have been addressed with a student, are a couple of examples why one 
student may have different consequences than another.  Because of confidentiality issues, these items can 
not be discussed with other students and/or parents or posted on social media.  

I have been a school administrator for almost 20 years, and I have always stressed the importance of being 
respectful among our students and staff.  We expect it everyday, whether we are in school going to classes, 
or representing our school in the many extra-curricular activities that students compete.  Based on the 
number of positive comments from emails, phone calls, letters and personal conversations that I have had 
over the years, I believe we have been fairly successful in that expectation.  Unfortunatley we are competing 
against many negative influences outside of school, including social media, television, and adults who 
have different expectations.  As previously mentioned in last month’s newsletter, the school is involed with 
the “Be Kind for Life” program emphasizing the importance of being kind and respectful with each other.  
I encourage our staff, students, parents and other adults to help us and lead by example with positive 
comments in conversation and on social media and avoid the negative comments.  We do realize there 
are things we need to continue to improve on at school. As a staff, we review what we are doing everyday 
and make changes when necessary. To be successful with our expectations, we need the support and 
encouragement of everyone involved.



The Cardinal’s Chirp       2

     
Continued from pg 1

One of the major concerns we are dealing with currently is the vaping and/or 
juuling epidemic that is getting a lot of attention in the national news.  Unfortu-
nately, we have dealt with several incidents involving students who are vaping 
and possessing vaping instruments in school.  We addressed this issue at the 
beginning of the school year and informed the students we are taking a zero-tol-
erance approach in dealing with this issue.  As stated in the school’s “Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Vapor Products, Use of Other Drugs & Unlawful Acts” policy, for any 
student that we find violating this policy during the school day, the parents will 
be notified and the incident will be reported to the Harlan County Sheriff De-
partment.  As of today, there have been 8 deaths nationally linked to people who 
had been using vaping instruments and a growing list of individuals who have 
severe medical issues as a result of their habit.  I encourage all parents to have a 
conversation with their children about the dangers of vaping.  We are looking for 
programs and/or speakers to help us educate both students, parents, and teachers 
on the latest information about vaping.  If you have questions and/or concerns 
about this issue please contact the school.

I would also like to stress the importance of regular school attendance and get-
ting to school on time by both elementary and secondary students. The reason 
behind this emphasis on student attendance should be easy to understand, as 
research has shown it is the #1 factor in student’s success in school.  

Parents are encouraged to help their children understand the importance of reg-
ular school attendance.  They can help by scheduling doctor or dental appoint-
ments after school whenever possible, avoiding family trips during the school 
day, avoiding unnecessary absences, getting their child up each morning in a 
timely fashion to ride the bus or get to school on time.  It is also important for 
the parents to explain to their children the importance of attending school and by 
supporting the school’s absence and tardy policies and consequences.  

Regular school attendance and being on time by students, benefit all students 
and teachers, as less classroom time is spent reteaching and reviewing for stu-
dents who have been absent.   The office staff spends less time calling to verify 
reasons for absences allowing them to spend more time on other duties and part 
of the school district’s state aid is based on the attendance rate of students.  Ex-
cessive absences by a district’s students will result in a reduction of state aid and 
have a negative impact on the school district State rating.

The full attendance policy can be found in the student handbooks, which is 
located on the school’s website. If you have questions about any of the infor-
mation in this newsletter or any other school related items please contact me at 
928-2131 or by email at jon.davis@almacardinals.org.

Social Studies in the 4th-6th grades 
has focused quite a bit on geogra-
phy skills, and are starting to dive 
into some history now.  4th graders 
are studying Nebraska history, 5th 
grade is focused on US History, 
and the 6th graders are learning 
World History.
For Constitution Day, we watched 
a movie about the Constitution…
the students learned how many 
articles it contains, amendments 
and what they are.  The movie also 
made for some great discussions 
in class…everyone had some-
thing to say, and it was great to 
see the students thinking and be-
ing able to use what they learned 
and pertain it to today.
The 4th graders are also getting 
some US History as we are reading 
a history read-aloud at the begin-
ning of every class.  We just fin-
ished our first book and the kids 
have really gotten into the series!  
We just learned about the Pilgrims 
and their voyage to America, Wil-
liam Bradford, Squanto, and the 
Plymouth Plantation.  The books 
put it in a great way that the kids 
are learning and they don’t even 
realize it!  
I am excited for our year in Social 
Studies.  The kids and I have had 
some great discussions so far, and 
they seem to be enjoying class!  
We are focusing a lot on vocab-
ulary, which is so important, as it 
helps you understand the material 
you are learning better. If you ever 
have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me!!

Mrs. Russell

Social Studies News 
From Mrs. Russell
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With 25 new little Kindergarteners walking the halls of Alma 
School, it has been a very busy place to be.  We are slowly 
adjusting to being in school and finding our ways around the 
halls, as well as learning all kinds of new things and how to 
follow classroom rules, which can be very overwhelming – FOR 
EVERYONE!!  Our theme for our year has been “Kindness Matters”.  
And we have been learning about what it means to be kind to 
others, to be kind to ourselves, and to be kind in our classroom.  
We have also swung into full gear getting started in all of our 
curriculum and I am just blown away on how smart these little 
ones are.  It is hard to imagine that September is already over, 
and we are now getting ready for the upcoming holidays.   Since 
it is so close to the beginning of the year I thought I would ask 
the kids about what they want to learn about or learn to do in 
kindergarten.  Here are their responses:  “I want to learn about….”

Kaydense Dunse –how to do things on the iPad
Brayden Koch– Science and how it works.
Amrik Shaw– computers and how to use my own.
Kortlyn Gulizia– all my friends.
Oliver Schmidt– Science Experiments and how to do them.
Kason Artz– Science
Deric Webster– things in Math and numbers.
Lane Laux-all the sports.
Marcus Schultz– all kinds of dinosaurs.
Sawyer Shada– how to be a scientist.
Crayton Schmidt– how to use my computer.
Cord Landen– reading and learn how to read.
Meritt McConnell– computers and how to use them.
Jase Platt- how to read.
Jack Holmberg– my computer and my iPad
Wyatt Evans– Math and all the numbers
Ryker Crooker– science and how to make colors
Kalob Taylor– how to make science experiments
Sydney Siebels– math and all the numbers to 100
Kelcee Simonson– my own computer
Macie McCarley– 
Liam Dubbs– making science
Aela Low– science and animals
Evangeline Hendrickson– all the animals
Hayden Koelzer– my class
As you can tell, I will have to step up my Science and technology 
teaching to keep up with these curious learners. Kindergarten is 
such a fun age to teach because we are ALL learning all the time.  
I am really excited for this year and have a great group of kids to 
work with.  Hope everyone has a great school year!
Ms. Siebels

Kindergarten News

2019-2020 Cardinal Youth Choir Named
This year, Mrs. Fritz had 44 students 
audition in August for the extra-curricular 
4th, 5th, and 6th grade choir. The students 
selected will be busy preparing for perfor-
mances at the elementary programs, around 
the community, and at sporting events here 
in Alma, as well as at a Lincoln Saltdogs 
Baseball game. They will also be enjoying 
a special trip to Lincoln to watch the Blue 
Man Group in February. They can’t wait 
for their first performance!

Congratulations to this year’s choir mem-
bers: 
4th Grade: Marlie McConnell, Reese Mol-
zahn, Isabella Park, Cooper Quinn, Carson 
Stoelting
5th Grade: Sydney Baker, Kaitlyn Brad-
ley, Beth Crawford, Hayden Deyle, Grady 
Faimon, Cameron Waldo
6th Grade: Tucker Biskup, Abraham Cole, 
Elizabeth Cole, Kalea Lukas, Kaylan 
Ogier, Nolan Pfiel, Jaylea Schmidt, Parker 
Seyler, William VanBoening

Choir Update From Mrs. 
Fritz
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   Mrs. Blank’s Third Grade Class is having an awesome start to the year! We are learning a lot 
about each other and developing new friendship! We are excited this year to be classroom 
buddies with the Kindergarten Class. We have already done several activities with them 
including: reading stories, coming up with kindness ideas and ways that we can be good 
friends, building bridges to hold 20 bears, and making self-portraits of each other. One thing 
that the 3rd graders and I are both excited for is the cooler fall weather! Some of our favorite 
things to do in the fall include

- Jumping in leaves. -Dylan Webster. 
- Trick or treating on Halloween. -Eric Dicke 
- Playing soccer and jumping in the leaves. -Ryker Paulsen
- Getting to go hunting- Dylan Lyne
- Jumping on the trampoline. -Brynlee Koch
- Jumping in the leaves- Jack Evans
- Dressing up on Halloween- Landon Hohnholt 
- Jumping in the leaves and going to the pumpkin patch. - Abbie Pool 
- Going to the park and hanging out outside. - Taryn Siebels
- Jumping in a pile of leaves- Gentry Clark 
- Halloween and scaring people. – Heath Platt 
- Racking up leaves and jumping in it. – Olivia Terrell 
- Making tunnels. – Jocelyn Dunse 
- Playing Football. - Trigg Dieter 
- Feeling the cool weather and breeze and playing outside. - Khloe McNeff 
- “I am looking forward to watching fall sports and enjoying the cool fall days.”- 

Mrs. Blank 

Mrs. Blank’s Third Grade Thoughts
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Mrs. Radil’s Second Grade News
    
      My Second Grade class is off to a great start this year.  Our theme is Cactus so we stick with 
kindness all the time as well as stick with our work until it is done!  We are learning to follow direc-
tions and become great students with very kind hearts!
     We are about to finish our first unit in Reading and are becoming better readers every day.  
In Science, we are learning how to become scientists through analyzing, interpreting, planning 
and carrying out investigations.  In Math, we are reviewing our addition facts and learning more 
about time, money, counting, patterns, etc.  In Language, we have learned more about complete 
sentences, types of sentences, and punctuation.  In Spelling, we are reviewing words with short and 
long vowel sounds. I have a class with some very good handwriting skills this year and a few that are 
really trying to improve their handwriting every day.
     I asked each student what they have liked the most since 2nd Grade started and here are their 
responses:
Jaelyn Bradley likes Mystery Doug because she finds out new things; Elly Dubbs likes Science and 
Art because we are studying bats and have lots of fun in Art; Sophia Dunse likes Handwriting be-
cause she feels she is getting better at it and also like Buddies time; Dakota Evans likes epark be-
cause there are games, videos, and little monster friends; Kash Faimon likes Math Meeting because 
he likes learning; Anna-Rose Hamm likes Art because of all the activities and likes P.E. because we 
get to exercise; Riggin Hendrickson likes Math and Reading because it helps us with learning; Mar-
jorie Koopman likes Science because we learn new things; Hoyt Miller likes the teacher because she 
challenges us with papers to help us learn; Ashtin Quinn likes Math because we do Math facts; AJ 
Reyes likes his teacher because she is nice and likes P.E. because we get to run the track; Will Rus-
kamp likes Math facts because they make us smart; Hudson Schmidt likes Math because she learns 
new stuff and likes to do xtramath.com too; Karsyn Schneider likes espark because we go on adven-
tures; Cash Schnuerle likes AR because we get to read and he likes to read.  He likes Math too; and 
Jayten Shriver likes Math because we get smarter and likes Math Meeting too.
     Please stop in and visit us anytime to see what we are learning next!
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Mrs. Pfeil’s Math Corner
The start of the school year has flown by.  It is hard to believe that the first quarter is almost over.  Your students have been 
hard at work reviewing topics that they have studied in previous years, and we are getting ready to start some new and in-
teresting topics that they may or may not have seen before.  I believe that over 90% of what your students can learn is based 
upon their attitude towards learning, so please encourage them by telling that if they keep working that eventually it will 
make sense and they will understand.  However, if you speak negatively about math, then that is putting a road block up 
and not allowing them to figure it out.
In Calculus, we have started pushing the limit, or at least finding them.  We will continue using limits to help us find de-
rivatives and solve many types of optimization problems.  Just remember, a wise math teacher once told me, “There are 3 
types of people in the world: Those who didn’t take Calculus, those who took Calculus, and those who Calculus took.”  A 
thank you to Mr. Bisbee for those words of wisdom.
In Advanced Math, we have been working with functions, matrices, and are solving optimization problems.  We will 
continue to talk about many more types of functions as the quarter and semester progress.  We will work with many types 
of functions, their graphs and just dig deeper into understanding the inner workings of graphs and how they can help us 
understand real-world problems. These students will get to push their previous knowledge to a new level which will help 
them prepare for college level math classes.
Algebra II students have been busy reviewing Algebra I topics of linear functions and will move onto quadratic functions 
before Christmas.  These students will have the opportunity to build on their skills as we progress throughout the year.  
Remember that not all numbers are real, some are imaginary and these students will get to experience “imaginary” mathe-
matics.  
In Algebra I, we have been hard at work reviewing all of our real numbers and  operations.  In addition to our number 
systems we have worked a little with functions and graphing.  We have just began solving simple equations using inverse 
(opposite) operations to isolate the variable. This is an extremely important skill to master, as all future math classes require 
this knowledge.  We will then move onto graphing and writing linear equations.  
Seventh grade math is in large part learning new processes to help students solve problems on the “easy things,” so that they 
can be successful later when they have to use that same process to solve a problem when we are learning new harder in-
formation.  Sometimes it may feel like it is just a lot of extra work, but it will truly help them be successful now, and in the 
years to come. The 7th grade Math students have been working on decimal operations and the metric measurement system 
the last few weeks and are getting ready to move onto fraction operations and the customary measurement system.  
Remember five out of four people do not understand fractions, so please continue to encourage your students to put forth 
their best effort and if they are struggling to come see me for help.  

-Mrs. Pfeil
(Yes, I meant to say “five out of four” for some math humor ….. How many of you caught that?)

No School
Monday October 7th

ESU Teacher Conference
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4th and 2nd Grade Buddy Time
The students in Mr. Ellis’ fourth grade and Mrs. Radil’s second grade spend some Buddy Time together each Friday.  
Here is what each fourth grader has to say about this special time.   My buddy’s name is Riggin.  She has a beauti-
ful heart and sweet smile. What I liked the most so far is making the bird feeder.  (by Halee Neubauer) I have two 
buddies, their names are Ashtin and Karsyn. I like Karsyn because she is creative and silly. I like Ashtin because she is 
kind and funny. I really enjoyed the time when we made bird feeders, and when we made our buddy bodies also. I 
really like my buddies and want to spend more time with them.  (by Alexa Schluntz)  My buddy is the one, the only, 
A.J.   I’m surprised he likes swimming just like me.  (by Carson Stoelting)  My buddy’s name is Hoyt.  My buddy is nice, 
funny, and smart. I liked our first activity which was making buddy bodies.  (by Gage Rupp)  My buddy is nice her name 
Anna-Rose.  My buddy and I made cards.  I LOVE buddy time! Anna-Rose is so nice.  (by Arianna Ehlers)  My buddy is 
Hudson, and she is very nice and sweet.  We built bird feeders, and made cars.  We made buddy bodies and did partner 
reading.  We are having so much fun on Fridays.  (by Alexys Eckmann)  My buddy’s name is  Sophia.  She is nice and 
kind. She is pretty and smart. I liked it when we made the bird feeders and cards.  (by Cloey Crooker)  I really like my 
buddy this year.  His name is Kash. His favorite color is red.  He is funny.  He is good at basketball.  (by Cooper Quinn)  
My buddy is Elly. I really like the time that we did Go Noodle and made bird feeders.  I hope we get to know each other 
better.  (by Kaylynn Schmidt)  I like my buddy Will because he is nice.  He’s smart and kind.  (by Banks Hammond)  My 
buddy this year is Jayton.  He is supper nice and funny.  Jayton really likes basketball.  He is the best buddy!  (by Easton 
Gibson)  This year my buddy is Marjorie. She is funny and nice.  We made bird feeders together and it was fun.  We 
have buddies on Fridays.  (by Ava Dunse)  My buddy  is Dakota.  One my favorite things we have done is making a bird 
feeder. Dakota is a really good friend.  She is smart and nice.  She is really good at reading and math. (by Dasha Hadley)  
My buddy is Cash.  He is smart, nice, and thoughtful.  (by Bryson Shriver)  My buddy this year is Jaelyn.  I love it when 
my buddy and I work together.  The thing I liked most was Go Noodle. We had fun dancing, exercising, and relaxing.  
(by Maya Reyes)

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

Box Tops for Education helps provide our school with money to purchase extra books for our classrooms and school.  

Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased out of production, but may continue to be found on many products throughout 

the store. You can still clip them and send them to school. Every valid Box Tops clip is worth 10¢ for your school. Make 

sure each one has a clearly visible product acronym and expiration date.

THE NEW BOX TOPS LABELS

Eventually the Box Tops program will become digital-only. Participating brands are starting to change their packaging 

from a traditional Box Tops clip to the new Box Tops label.  If you see this label, use the new Box Tops app to scan your 

receipt. Box Tops are still worth 10¢ for your school. The app will find participating products purchased at any store and 

instantly add cash to your school’s earnings online.


