
The Cardinal’s Chirp       1

THE CARDINAL’S CHIRP
ALMA PUBLIC SCHOOL

PO BOX 170
ALMA, NE 68920

VOL XXXIX, ISSUE NO. 1                                        September, 2019

FROM THE DESK OF SUPERINTENDENT DAVIS
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I would like to welcome back the students, teachers and staff to the new school year.  It is great to see all the staff and 
students back in the hallways again eager to work and learn.  The fall activities are off to a good start with practices 
and all of the sports should be competitive throughout the season.   As we begin the school year with activities, Alma 
Public School encourages good sportsmanship at all activities, home and away.  Fans are encouraged to be positive in 
support of the teams and players and refrain from negative comments directed toward players, coaches and referees 
throughout the school year.  

School Enrollment:
The 2019-2020 student enrollment is down slightly from start of school last year, with 342 K-12 students enrolled.  
Currently there are 187 elementary students in grades K-6, up 3 students from last year and 155 secondary students in 
grades 7-12, a decrease of 9 students from the start of last year for a total of 342 students.  A special welcome to all of 
our new students and staff joining Alma Public Schools this school year.  

2019-2020 Budget:
The 2019-2020 school budget is almost complete and will be presented at the September 9th School Board meeting.  
The proposed tax asking and total levy is up slightly from the previous year.  The tax asking is up by $117,378 and total 
levy will be set at $1.04999 up 3¢ from last year’s levy.   The levy includes $0.0945 or $3,290,957 for the General Fund, 
7¢ or $259,106 for the Special Building Fund and 3¢ or $103,344 for the Qualified Capital Purpose Fund.  The Gener-
al Fund is the fund that pays all of the District’s expenses associated with running the school.  The Special Building 
Fund is used to make building and ground improvements and repairs and is used to pay off the recent construction 
projects. The Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking Fund is paying for the HVAC and Track improvements that were 
approved by the Board of Education in 2008 and 2010.   The School Districts total valuation decreased $889,427 and 
went from $346,368,957 down to $345,479,530, a .26% decrease. If you have questions about this year’s budget or any 
other school related items, please contact me at 928-2131 or by email at jon.davis@almacardinals.org.

Parent-Teacher Conferences
There has been a change of parent-teacher conferences date from 
the date that was originally published on the calendar sent out at 
the beginning of the school year. Please note the following date 
change.

Thursday, September 26th, 2019
1:00 PM Dismissal

Parent-Teacher Conferences
2:30PM - 7:30PM
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      I can’t believe it is already September! We are off to a great start here at 
APS. We have many new students this year and that means more students filling 
our hallways. We are so glad to have everyone here!

All students in grades 4-12 have received a student planner they are 
to have with them while they are in the school building. The handbooks have 
also been uploaded to the school’s new website. As with every new year, please 
remember to review the handbook with your child. Not only does it give them 
another reminder of what is expected, it will give you a chance to familiarize 
yourself with the rules we have here at school.

I want to take this time to remind you of the cost of our year-long 
passes. A family pass is $80, a single adult pass is $40, and a student pass is $20. 
Our family pass is intended to be used by Alma K-12 students and their parents. 
If you have a student who is in college they may purchase a single adult pass. 
The passes may be used for all home events except for any Conference or Dis-
trict tournaments. If you haven’t purchased yours come on in to the office so you 
don’t miss out on all of the fun!

With all of our activities underway I want to remind everyone of the 
importance of sportsmanship. As representatives of Alma our students need to 
promote positive behaviors at ALL times. Not only does Alma Public School 
feel strongly about this, the NSAA does as well. As a parent/patron at our activ-
ities you can model these positive behaviors so we can continue to be perceived 
as a school with tremendous class. It is important to remember that everyone 
involved in the activities is human. The officials, the coaches, the players, and 
the spectators are all human, and everyone makes mistakes. Rather than be nega-
tive, let’s make it known that in Alma we support our teams in a positive way no 
matter what!

Our school’s website has been completely revamped and we are proud 
of how great it looks! I am also thrilled to announce our new app! You can ac-
cess scores, cafeteria menus, news updates, and more all from your phone! You 
can download the app on Android: http://bit.ly/2MQkPQ8 or iPhone: https://ap-
ple.co/2MQpiCo. Now you can have everything APS in your pocket!! 
If you have any questions feel free to call the school office to speak with me. 
Let’s make this year the best one yet!!

From the desk of Principal Brandyberry

   Hello Alma Cardinal fans! My name 
is Jodie Schuller and I am the new 
K-12 Physical Education teacher and 
head high school/junior high volley-
ball coach at Alma Public Schools.  It 
has been a great start to the 2019-2020 
school year with many names to learn 
and schedules to figure out but I want 
to thank everyone here at the school 
for making me feel welcome and help-
ing me out with all of the questions I 
have had.

My husbands name is Cory and our 
daughter, who is a senior here at Alma 
is Madison.  Cory works for Great 
Plains Communications traveling to 
different parts of Nebraska, working 
with phone and computer systems and 
Madison was just accepted to Nebras-
ka Wesleyan to play volleyball and 
major in elementary education. (Very 
excited to first play for the Alma Car-
dinals though).

We have been at Chase County for 
24 years but I was raised in Axtell 
and glad to be back around the Cen-
tral Nebraska area and Cory is from 
Ravenna and is very comfortable with 
the Kearney area as well.  

Very proud to be wearing red and ex-
cited to be part of the Cardinal family.  
Stop by school and say “Hi” when you 
have time.  GO BIG RED!!  

Introducing new staff 
member Mrs. Jodie 

Schuller
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   Welcome to the new school year! I hope everyone 
enjoyed rest and rejuvenation over the summer break 
and returns ready to grow in understanding and ability.  
As we begin the new school year I think it is important 
to note that not all learning takes place in the class-
room.  There is much to be learned through experiences 
beyond the classroom walls. These outside experiences 
actually enhance classroom learning.  
The high school art students were privileged to travel to 
Grand Island to the Nebraska State Fair this past week.  
You might wonder what the State Fair offers the art 
students.  True, the fair offers many paintings and draw-
ings to enjoy and inspire, but there is so much more 
for the creative spirit explore. One of the most popular 
experiences enjoyed by the students was watching the 
process of sand castle construction.  The students were 
able to watch professional sculptors bring small two-di-
mensional sketches to a bigger than life three-dimen-
sional work of art. The monumental size of the sand 
castle was impressive, however, the students agreed the 
most interesting sculpture they saw was a polo player 
on a horse sculpted completely from butter. Yes, butter. 
The students were amazed at the amount of detail you 
can carve into butter.
You don’t have to travel far to offer your student a 
variety of experiences.  The simplest of experiences 
can impact learning. Spend and evening at a sporting 
event or a Saturday at a marching band competition. 
Enjoy a walk, look for small stones, acorns and pine 
cones compare colors, shapes and sizes. The opportuni-
ty for exploration is unending, notice cloud formations, 
the colors in a sunset or sunrise or the similarities and 
differences of a variety of leaves. One of my favorite 
things to do when out for a walk is to look for urban 
fossils. Urban fossils are the things that have been 
embedded somehow in concrete sidewalks—footprints 
(animal and human), leaf prints, patterns, coins, names, 
etc.  So many stories can be imagined from finding an 
urban fossil.
Enhance your student’s learning through diverse experi-
ences. So when your student needs to create or problem 
solve they have many wonderful experiences to draw 
from.
Have a wonderful autumn,
Mrs. Ritter

Art News from Mrs. Ritter 2019/2020 Band and 
Choir - Mr. Ritter

Music Department announces Band and Choir 
members for 2019-2020

The music department welcomed new members 
of the band and choir for the school year.  This 
years groups look to continue to build on the 
legacy that has been handed to them by groups 
from the past and build on the excellence that 
they achieved. 

Members of this years band are: Linden Biskup, 
Joel Brown, Lili Brown, Ryan Brugh, Karri Chris-
tensen, Colten Dahlgren, Kristaps Drunka, Maddie 
Ehrke, Johan Felix, Elliott Fletcher, Adam Gesick, 
Ashlee Hauver, Nakayla Hock, Jillian Holmberg, 
Madison Korman, Sarah Kreutzer, Caleb Malone, 
Grant McQuay, Caitlyn MEnze, Addison Neal, 
Bonnie Nelson, Brayten Ogier, Jessica Pfeil, Colin 
Rourke, Delaney Seyler, Ehren Smolik, Kendall 
Stemper, Alina Stenka, Carlee Stuhmer, Gage Thu-
lin, Jack Waldo, Alexis Wolfe, Madison Wolfe.

Members of this years choir are: Tessa Bach, Lin-
den Biskup, Joel Brown Lili Brown, Abigail Cerve-
ra, Kennedy Chesney, Karri Christensen, Austin 
Christian, Colton Dahlgren, Kristaps Drunka, Mar-
garet Dubbs, Michael Edgar, Jonah Felix, Abigail 
Fox, Kyle Johnson, Michelle Lujan, Grant McQuay, 
Caitlyn Menze, Ali Moulton, Addison Neal, Vince 
Ongtangco, Jessica Pfeil, Delaney Seyler, Ehren 
Smolik, Shiann Spady, Kendall Stemper, Alina 
Stenka, Jason Stenka, Carlee Stuhmer, Torrance 
Tischner, Magdelena Zajickova.

The band is currently preparing for its street 
marching competitions and will be participating 
in the Stamford Pork Days Parade on September 
28, Harvest of Harmony on October 5th, and Mind-
en Bandfest on September 19.

The choir is preparing for the annual Fall Vocal 
Concert which will be held on Monday, Novem-
ber 4th.  
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   Helping Children Deal With Traumatic Events
By Lynse Schmidt Ed.S. School Psychologist
Unfortunately, traumatic events can happen in our lives and our children’s lives. Lives can be affected by 
accidents, deaths, illness, changes in circumstances. After a traumatic event, support and reassurance can 
make children feel safe, help them manage their fears, guide them through their grief, and help them re-
cover in a healthy way. If you or your children require assistance from a mental health professional, do not 
hesitate to ask a doctor or contact Mrs. Biskup or Mrs. Schmidt at the school (928-2131). 
Tips For Helping Children After A Traumatic Event From The Child Mind Institute:

● Act calm. Children look to adults for reassurance after traumatic events have occurred. 
● Maintain routines as much as possible. Amidst chaos and change, routines reassure children that life 

will be okay again. Try to have regular mealtimes and bedtimes.
● Help children enjoy themselves. Encourage kids to do activities and play with others. The distraction 

is good for them, and gives them a sense of normalcy.
● Share information about what happened. It’s always best to learn the details of a traumatic event 

from a safe, trusted adult. Be brief and honest, and allow children to ask questions. 
● Understand that children cope in different ways. Some might want to spend extra time with friends 

and relatives; some might want to spend more time alone. Let your child know it is normal to expe-
rience anger, guilt and sadness, and to express things in different ways—for example, a person may 
feel sad but not cry.

● Listen well. It is important to understand how your child views the situation, and what is confusing or 
troubling to him or her. Do not lecture—just be understanding. Let kids know it is OK to tell you how 
they are feeling at any time.

● Help children relax with breathing exercises. Breathing becomes shallow when anxiety sets in; deep 
belly breaths can help children calm down. Place a stuffed animal or pillow on your child’s belly as he 
lies down and ask him to breathe in and out slowly and watch the stuffed animal or pillow rise and 
fall.

● Know that it’s okay to answer, “I don’t know.” What children need most is someone whom they trust 
to listen to their questions, accept their feelings, and be there for them. Don’t worry about knowing 
exactly the right thing to say — after all, there is no answer that will make everything okay.

For more information about simple tips and how to help children at each age range, please visit https://
childmind.org/guide/helping-children-cope-traumatic-event/ 

School Psychologist corner -Lynse Schmidt

5th Grade News with Mrs. Wolfe
The 5thgrade students jumped right into the 2019-2020 school year with an attitude for learning and hard work. 
The students enjoyed their summer by playing baseball and softball, swimming, playing video games, and 
spending time with family. Most of the students said the thing they would miss most about summer is being able 
to sleep in. However, they are ready for the school year because they have missed their friends and are ready for 
the activities that the school year brings.
 
The 4th-6th graders hit the ground running in Math class and have already completed four Facts Worksheets, and 
worked on their math skills by doing Math Races and playing Kahoot!. The fall MAPS Testing is complete and 
each student will be setting goals to work toward this semester. 

Each student is being encouraged to follow the Be Kind 4 Life steps by including everyone, encouraging each 
other, celebrating successes, and trusting others. It looks to be a great year at Alma Public School!
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Meet Mrs. Dietz
    
    As I get older it seems the summers go faster and faster! I’m not sure 
where this one went, but I’m glad to get back into the swing of school 
and I am excited to get to know all the new faces here at AHS. I am orig-
inally from a small sandhills town called Bartlett, where my parents had 
a large farming operation. I grew up in a small town and so it just made 
sense that I would spend my teaching career in small town schools! I 
graduated in 1994 from Wheeler Central High School and went on to 
get my teaching degree from UNK. I had my son Trace my very first year 
of teaching, so he has spent most of his years as a gym rat, theater rat, 
and classroom helper. I guess I was not surprised when he told me that 
he also wanted to be a teacher and a coach, and I am really excited to 
watch him continue on the path of this wonderful profession. I have ac-
tually spent my 20 years of teaching in many different schools because 
of my ex-husband’s job and how it took us to many different locations.  
However, as many of you already know, I spent the last 7 years teaching 
in Amherst, until my son graduated and I found a job closer to my hus-
band Tony’s hometown of Orleans. I had never experienced anything 
quite like this area until we moved back here a year ago. I had grown 
up camping and boating, so I was very excited to live so close to such 
a beautiful lake where we spent much of our time this last summer 
on our boat. The river and the trails around Orleans are also where we 
spend a lot of time taking out our jeeps and just enjoying the beautiful 
country and peacefulness. 

Along with teaching 10-12 English classes and being in charge of the 
Cardinal Chirp, I am also the student council sponsor this year. We had 
our first meeting a couple weeks ago, and I have a wonderful group 
of school leaders that are excited to do some great things this year.  In 
December we will be teaming up with the art and food classes to do a 
silent auction fundraiser to help our local community. We will also be 
running the spirit dance in October, and are looking for a new DJ as our 
favorite DJ Rick Walker will not be in the business anymore. If you are 
interested in the job, please contact the school! 

Julie Dietz

Student Council 
members 2019/20

Seniors
Abigail Cervera
Bonnie Nelson
Joel Brown
Madison Schuller
Ali Moulten

Juniors
Haylee Wing
Karri Christensen
Ehren Smolik

Sophomores
Kendall Stemper
Carlee Stuhmer

Freshman
Carter Brandyberry
Delaney Seyler
Linden Biskup

President – Joel Brown
Vice President-Ehren Smolik
Sec/Tres- Carlee Stuhmer


