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UPCOMING DATES 
 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 
9/30-10/4   Student Council Food Drive 
 
1  Girl Scouts 3rd Gr (McCallister) 3:34-5 Café 
 
2 Picture Retake Day 

        Girl Scouts Kdg (Rizzo) 3:34-5:10— Café 

 

3 Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5—Café 

         1st Gr Stade’s Farm Field Trip 

 

10     Kindergarten VonBergen Pumpkin Farm Field Trip 

 

7-11 Student  Council Lollipop Sale 

7 Snapology 3:34-5— Mrs Zaremba’s Rm 

        Girl Scouts 4th Gr (Pardue) 3:34—5 - Café 

 

8 Girl Scouts 2nd Gr (Keblusek/Hogel)  3:34-5:45—Café 

        Fall Chess Scholars 3:40-4:40—Mrs Zaremba’s Rm 

 

11  NO SCHOOL  -  Teacher Institute 
  
14  NO SCHOOL  -  Columbus Day 
 
15 Girl Scouts 3rd Gr (McCallister) 3:34—5— Café 
         Fall Chess Scholars 3:40-4:40—Mrs Zaremba’s Rm 
 
16 Girl Scouts 2nd Gr (Keblusek/Hogel) 3:34—5:45 Café 
 
17     Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34 –5—Café 
 
19 Tailgate 4 Education 
 
21 Snapology 3:34-5—Mrs Zaremba’s Rm 
 
22    End of 1st Quarter 
        Girl Scouts 1st Gr (Hogel/Sena) 3:34-5:15 Café 
        Fall Chess Scholars 3:40-4:40– Mrs Zaremba’s Rm 
 
23     4th Gr Chicago Wolve’s Field Trip 
 
28-11/1     Student Council Red Ribbon week 
 
28 Snapology 3:34-5-Mrs Zaremba’s Rm 
 
28 Fall chess Scholars 3:40-4:40– Mrs Zaremba’s Rm 
 
31 RGS Halloween Parade 2:15-2:30 
         RGS Halloween Parties 2:30-3:30 
         Girl Scouts 4th Gr (Smith) 3:34—5—Café  
 

 
Joining the PTO is a great way to show your commitment to and 
support for your child’s education.   There are so many ways to get 
involved!  Click the following link to find the volunteer  sign up 

sheet.      PTO VOLUNTEER SIGN UP 
 
Follow us on Facebook 
RICHMOND GRADE SCHOOL PTO 
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I wanted to take this opportunity to remind you of our pos-
itive behavior program we have here at school.  We look 
for students to show us ROCK behavior. ROCK stands for 
Respect & Responsibility, Outstanding Attitude, 
Choices Make a Difference, and Kindness.  When staff 
members see students demonstrating ROCK behavior, 
tickets can be earned.  Our first ticket is the YOU ROCK 
ticket. These pink tickets are given to individual students 
for showing any type of ROCK behavior.  Students can 
save their tickets to spend at the school store, which will 
begin later in October. The second type of ticket is the 
CLASS ROCKS ticket.  This ticket is given to a class by 
any staff member, other than their classroom teacher. It is 
given when an entire class shows they are making good 
choices.  When a class is given a CLASS ROCKS ticket, 
it goes in a drawing for a pizza party. Finally, students can 
earn a ROCK STAR ticket. These tickets are given to stu-
dents who go above and beyond expected ROCK behav-
ior.  When a child earns a ROCK STAR ticket we will call 
home to share the good news, along with several other 
things to reinforce the great choice they made. I look for-
ward to lots of students earning lots of tickets!  
 

Have a great month! 
Ms. Kuhl 

http://www.nippersinkdistrict2.org/files/user/5/file/Scanned%20from%20a%20Xerox%20Multifunction%20Device%20(3)(1).pdf
https://www.facebook.com/RGSPTO/


 

LIBRARY  

NEWS….. 
 

Things have been busy in the library!  Students in 
grades 3rd, 4th and 5th grade are reviewing how to find 

books in our library using our online catalog Desti-
ny.  Students have also been learning about this year’s 
Bluestem nominees. If students read 4 or more of the 
titles nominated, and pass an AR test, they will be eligi-
ble to vote this spring for their favorite title.  This is a 
state wide program, and unique in that it is the students 
that determine which of the books will be the year’s 

winner. Please encourage your student to participate! 

1st and 2nd grade will be learning how to use and find 
information in nonfiction text by utilizing the various 
text features, along with gaining a solid understanding 

of the difference between fiction and non-fiction books. 

Kindergarten has been learning all about the library, 
hearing stories connected to the alphabet and partici-
pating in alphabet games, along with learning to distin-

guish between fiction and nonfiction books. 

We will be looking for volunteers to help with the book 
fair in early December.  Please contact Pauline Walker 

at RGS if you are interested in helping. 

Remember Destiny can be accessed at home from the 
NSD2 website if you are interested in checking to see if 
we have a certain book or checking out any of our read-

ing links.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Walker 

Librarian 

 
Inspired by the reflections painted by 
Claude Monet, the fourth and fifth grade 
classes will be working with acrylic paints to 
create a picture with reflections of trees in 
the water. 
 
     Inspired by Vincent Van Gogh, the third 
grade students are using watercolors to 
paint a picture of irises. 
 
     The second grade students will study the 
horses that were painted by Edgar De-
gas.  They will then use oil pastels to create 
their own version of a horse. They will have 
the option to make the horse a unicorn if 
they so choose! 
 
     The first grade students are learning 
about the color wheel.  They will create a 
color wheel with primary colors and then 
complete it by by mixing the primary colors 
together to produce the secondary colors. 
 
     Kindergarten students will use large, me-
dium, and small sheep to show depth within 
their construction paper landscape.  



 

MRS.  JODI ZAREMBA 
Spanish Teacher 
JZAREMBA@NSD2.COM 

 

¡Hola! It is hard to believe that fall is upon us! We have spent the month of September in the Spanish 
room getting our routines down and our first units up and running.   

As October begins, all of the grade levels will be taking a quick look at Christopher Columbus, and his 
ties to Spain and Latin America. Some of the grade levels will also be working on vocabulary or cultural 
units related to the topics that are being covered in their regular classroom. 

Fifth Grade will be starting a mini unit about the Aztecs to extend what they are currently learning in 
their Social Studies Curriculum.  

Fourth Grade is continuing their study of the basic school supplies in Spanish. The vocabulary has 
been introduced, and we are now working to commit the words to memory.  

Third Grade has begun their cultural unit on the Monarch butterfly.  This unit is an extension of their 
science curriculum that they complete in their regular classrooms. For more information on this topic, 
please check out the website journeynorth.org or go to my website for more interesting links. These are 
excellent sights for extending our classroom lessons at home.  

Kindergarten, First, and Second Grades are finishing their units on the basic greetings and leave tak-
ings. Kindergarteners will be moving on to learn their colors in Spanish. First Grade will be learning the 
words for our family members in Spanish.  Second Grade will be learning weather words to coincide 
with their science unit on the seasons.  

With all of these fun and interesting topics in our future, the remainder of the fall is certain to be a busy 
and productive time for our young Spanish learners! Be sure to check out my website for ideas on how 
you can extend learning at home, and in the upper grades, be on the lookout for Spanish Home Exten-
sions. These are being sent home to extend what we are learning in the classroom, and can be complet-
ed and returned for extra credit.  

 

 

 

 

 



We continued working on the 
syncopa rhythm in 5th grade with the new 

song “Big Bunch of Roses.” In addition to this song, 
students practiced snapping, clapping, and patting the 
syncopa pattern with a body percussion rondo. Classes 
played a game called “Bump Up Tomato” where their 
goal was to make a classmate laugh. This song also 
contains the syncopa rhythm. 

 
After finishing “Alligator Pie,” 4th graders practiced 
their music literacy skill playing and arranging sixteenth 
note flash cards. Now students are working on the song 
“Chicken on a Fence Post.” Last year students com-
posed rhythms, but for this song students will be impro-
vising their own sixteenth note rhythms with building 
blocks. Classes worked on their tempo skills with the 
game “Pass the Beat.” 

 
3rd graders completed worksheets to reinforce la, 
sol, mi, do on the music staff. We also played a hand 
clapping game with the classic “Pease Porridge Hot” to 
reinforce singing sol, mi, and doo. Students clapped 
three different ostinatos at the same time for the piece 
“Ha, Ha, Ha, Plop!” Once classes were proficient on 
their bodies, we transferred the ostinatos to unpitched 
percussion instruments including cabasas, triangles, 
and wood blocks. 

 
In 2nd grade, students were introduced to our textbooks 
with the piece “Bate, Bate” about molé sauce, which 
learned about through the story Holy Molé. This is a 
rhythm piece so students did not yet have to look at the 
pitches on the 5 line staff. Instead, we continued read-
ing sol, la, and mi off the music staff with the song 
“Rain, Rain, Go Away.” We read the storybook Sing! at 
the end of class, which students remembered from kin-
dergarten when we watched Linda Bove sing the song 
in sign language on Sesame Street. 

 
We kept practicing our 4 voices, plus high and low voice 
in 1st grade with the song “Boom Chicka Boom.” Soon 
student volunteers will be asked to be the leaders for 
the class. After reviewing beat and pitch from kindergar-
ten, students worked on identifying icons for the song 
“Star Light.” 1st graders distinguished pitch icons from 
beat icons. Then we reviewed “This Little Light of Mine” 
from last year and showed the long and short sounds 
with our bodies. Classes discovered that rhythm means 
long and short sounds and began looking at icons for 
them. We will continue to work on this throughout the 
years. Students were just introduced to quarter notes 
and eighth notes. 

 
The kindergarteners discovered that we have 4 different 
voices (singing, speaking, whispering, and calling). We 
practice these different voices with “Johnny Whoops” 
and the song “Peanut Butter.” Ask your student to 
demonstrate their favorite voice! Kindergarteners re-
cently labeled the beat in music and we will work all 
year on keeping a steady beat to our songs. At the end 
of class we read the story Shake Your Sillies Out by 
Raffi.  
 
 
For more information about concerts and what's happening 
in music please visit our website https://
www.myhaikuclass.com/cbarski/rgsmusic!  

First Grade 
We have been working 
on categorizing different 

objects.  The students perform tasks that 
involve labeling a group and placing all of  
the correct items in the group.  They 
should be bringing these worksheets home.  
It is never homework. 
Second Grade 
Students have been working on comparing 
and contrasting.  One of  the most fund 
that we did was how puppies and toddlers 
are alike or different.   
Third Grade 
These guys are venturing into space.  I am 
so excited to discuss why Pluto is a planet 
again!. 
Fourth Grade 
We have just started our design challenge 
proposal’s.  Some students are having a 
hard time thinking up a challenge they want 
to conquer.  If  you have time, discuss what 
challenges people in your world fac.e 
Fifth Grade 
We will be starting our first engineering and 
design project.  Students will be challenged 
to take a certain amount of  straws, paper, 
and paperclips to create a tower. 
 
 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
L - Listen and follow directions.  
E - Enter prepared and ready to learn.  
A - Always try your best and do ALL of  
the work.  
R - Respect yourself, property and others.  

Mrs. Pizzo 

Enrichment 

https://www.myhaikuclass.com/cbarski/rgsmusic
https://www.myhaikuclass.com/cbarski/rgsmusic


Happy Autumn everyone, 

I wanted to send out a few reminders……. 

 Kindergarten health documentation requirement deadline is October 
15th.  A copy of your kindergarten student’s physical and immunization rec-

ords needs to be in the nurse’s office by October 15th, otherwise your child will not be able to return 
to school until they are turned in.  This is a State requirement that we are required to inforce.   
 Kindergarten is also required to turn in a vision and dental exam.  Please make sure these are 
turned in sometime during the school year.   
 Second grade is required to turn in a dental exam.  Please make sure these are turned in some-
time during the school year.   

 Information will be sent home this month about the Mobile Dentist returning to RGS in Decem-
ber.  The Mobile Dentist exam can be used for the required exam for the kindergarteners and second 
graders.  
 Please make sure you are sending your students with the appropriate number of snacks for the 
school day.  There are a small number of snacks available in the nurse’s office, however, they are for 
emergency purposes only.  

  
As always, if there are any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

Kim Hunt BSN, RN, PEL-CSN 

Richmond Grade School 
School Nurse   khunt@nsd2.com   815-678-6774    

We have been very lucky for the nice weather we’ve had most 

days! 

Since completing four square and flag  football, the 3rd through 5th grade students 
have been learning to use Heart Rate monitors on the fitness trail in preparation for 
their Fall Fitness assessments.  The mile run should be in the books before this news-
letter comes out.  We will also test core strength, upper body strength and agility this 
quarter. 

The Skill activing focus will be tennis! 

The younger students are also using the fitness trail equipment some, but focusing on 
games we can play together at recess too.  Tag variations, throwing and catching, hula 
hooping skills as well. 

As the weather gets coller, please practice tying shoes with your little ones, be sure 
they have extra socks for damp grass days, and jackets or sweatshirts to wear outside. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to email or call and 
leave a message. 

mailto:khunt@nsd2.com


Volley for 
a Cure 

Thursday, October 24th 

JV:  5:00pm    Varsity: 6:00pm 

 

The RB volleyball team invites you to attend Volley for a 
Cure.  There will be prizes, raffles, a bake sale and 
games to raise funds for breast cancer awareness.   




