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Dear Fellow Comets, 
 
Welcome back and welcome new Comets!  It is with such joy that we see your child’s 
smiling face back in our schools.  After a busy summer of preparing for the 2019-2020 
school year, your teachers, administrators, aides, and custodians are excited to see 
everyone dig into teaching and learning to deliver an unforgettable year.  
 
As we start the year, I share one of our district-wide initiatives - attendance.  Each of our 
buildings are trying to achieve 95% of total student attendance each day.  We know 
when you child attends, learning and growth occurs.  It is essential as parents or 
guardians that you encourage your child to engage in their learning and be present. 
However, we understand that kids do get sick, so hold on to those 10 parent excused 
days for just that reason.  Should your child need to miss school for any reason you 
must contact your child’s school before 9:00 am on the day of the absences and state 
why your child will not be in school or they will be marked as truant. 

Attendance Lines: 

Turtle Creek: 262-233-6399                                           Phoenix: 262-233-6599  

            Darien: 262-233-6499                                             DDHS: 262-233-6699 

 
Another focus for the district is to increase student involvement and participation.  So far 
we are off to a strong start with many students and families showing up for the parade, 
football, soccer and volleyball matches, and Open House to name just a few.  Basically, 
we encourage you and your child to get involved!  Research states when children get 
involved in their school, they have positive influences around them and make better 
decisions.  If you need suggestions on how to get involved, please contact your child’s 
building principal for suggestions. 
 
I look forward to sharing additional news each month.  Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions.  
 
Comet Proud, 
 
 
Jill Sorbie, EdD 
District Administrator 
Director of Instruction 
jsorbie@ddschools.org 
(262) 233-6751 
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High School 
Welcome back for another exciting year at Delavan-Darien High School.  We appreciate 
all the students, parents, staff and community members that came out during the 
Homecoming week festivities to support our students and begin the year with a ton of 
excitement.  In the middle of the week we celebrated with our Student Games, featuring 
both our Boys’ Volleyball and Girls’ Powder Puff Football.  The Senior Class dominated 
the competition, winning both the volleyball and 
football games.  We celebrated with our boys’ 
soccer team (ranked #2 in the state for division 3) 
playing to a 3-3 tie on Thursday as they hosted 
Union Grove.  Following the game, we had well 
over 400 students and community members join 
the DDHS Marching Band at our 2nd Annual 
Bon-Fire.  Friday we played witness to an assembly during which the class games 
occurred, ultimately with the seniors dominating the competition throughout the week. 
We then traveled downtown for our annual Homecoming Parade which saw the turnout 
of over 30 floats and tons of candy for onlookers.  Upon arrival back at DDHS, the 
community was treated to our 2nd Annual Pig Roast (sponsored by numerous 
community organizations).  In football that evening, we hosted the Union Grove Broncos 
at Borg Stadium and came away with a victory, winning the game 22-21.  We would like 
to thank the many staff, businesses and community members that supported our 
Homecoming efforts and made this another successful year! 

 
Our high school students have welcomed the new 
food service company, Taher, as they are providing 
better meals and dining options for students. 
Wednesday Wings are a major hit with students each 
week, affording students customized choices for their 
entree. 
 
 

In the month of October, we hope to see many parents attend our Community 
Collaboration on Monday, October 7, at 6 PM here at DDHS.  Come out to learn more 
about what’s happening at DDHS and share any concerns.  We will bring in Josten’s on 
Friday, October 11 and again at Parent/Teacher Conferences (Oct. 24) for sophomores 
to purchase their class ring if desired.  We will celebrate senior football athletes at their 
final home football game against Wilmot on Friday, Oct. 18. 
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Delavan-Darien High School will induct it’s second class into the Athletic Hall of Fame 
on Saturday, October 19th, starting with a meal at 6:30pm and induction ceremony to 
follow at Lake Lawn Resort.  We welcome community members to attend.  Again, we 
will host Parent/Teacher Conferences on Thursday, Oct. 24.  Finally, we will conclude 
the month with a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) support night for 
parents of those students moving onto college next year, on Wednesday, October 30 at 
6 PM here at DDHS. 

Phoenix Middle School 
 
Homecoming News:  What a fantastic homecoming week! Students and staff joined in 
with our high school friends with dress up days and school spirit. Special 
congratulations to Mr. Fout’s homeroom class that dominated the spirit week celebration 
with their number of dress up day participants! Our eighth grade students even joined 
the high school assembly and defeated the senior class in the tug of war competition. 
(We may have had an extra student or two to “even out” the competition.) They loved 
getting a taste of high school life. Thank you DDHS for welcoming the eighth graders! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly: On Friday, September 13th, Phoenix Middle school held our first school 
wide assembly. Students were introduced to our new staff.  They also were challenged 
to hit our school-wide attendance goal, that included a special incentive by Principal 
Schmelz to spend a full day outside in January if they are on track to meet the goal at 
that time. We also shared our academic and behavior goals for the year. This year we 
are striving to see a significant increase in the number of students performing at the 
proficient and advanced levels on MAP and Forward assessments. This year our theme 
song  is “Unstoppable” by SIA. With hard work and effort, our students can be 
unstoppable and achieve big in life. 
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Attendance Goal: We are happy to say that thus far we have had an average daily 
attendance rate of 97.03 %. The evidence is overwhelming, attendance matters. For 
learning to occur, students must be present. As a family, please continue to do all you 
can to get students to school as often and as regular as possible.  
 
MAP Testing: On September 26th, Phoenix launched our MAP reading test. MAP or 
Measure of Academic Performance, is given three times per year in reading and 
mathematics. This assessment is compared to students all over the nation. The 
assessment itself is designed to adjust based on the students' success. As a student 
answers correctly, the test gets harder. Once they miss questions it gets easier. Thus, 
allowing us to better identify the students level and ability. With that information, staff 
are better able to target students learning needs.  Over the course of the year, our 
school has a tradition of focusing on student growth over time. I suspect this will be one 
of our best years ever!  
 
Conference Reminder:  Parent/Teacher conferences will be held on Thursday, 
October 24th from 4pm-8pm. Phoenix uses arena style conferencing. Grade level 
teachers and allied arts teachers are assigned to large rooms and families meet with 
each of the teachers they wish to see for short conferences. This is a very similar style 
as our high school. Most families choose to bring their students with them to the 
conference.  

 
If you have a concern about your child, please do not wait 
until conference time. You can use your infinite campus 
parent portal to email our staff directly. By using IC, you can 
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see grades any time you like. All students, grades 6-8 also have the ability to see their 
grades on their chromebooks. If you are not sure how to use IC, we will be offering IC 
training sessions for parents during our conferences. 
  

Darien Elementary  
It is so great to have students walk through the doors and hallways of Darien 
Elementary School again this year!  We started the year off by ‘Rolling out the red 
carpet’ for our students as we welcomed them 
on the first day.  Since then we have been 
busy learning the Comet Code expectations 
throughout the building, on the playground, 
and on the bus.  Students have been earning 
StarBucks for following the Comet Code and 
attending school. Students are working to be 
featured on our monthly ‘Now Featuring our 
95% Club’ board for any student who attends 
school 95% or more during the month. Our September winners will be announced in 
early October. 

 
In following with the Comet tradition of 
homecoming, our students participated in the 
weekly dress up days.  Many students participated 
daily, attended the parade, pig roast, and football 
game.  
 
 

We’ve begun our fall Measure of Academic Performance (MAP) testing window. 
Students will take both a reading and math assessment to see where they are 
performing in comparison to others at their grade across the nation.  Staff have also 
assessed students for their instructional reading level which they will use for small group 
guided reading groups and intervention groups.  Student scores will be shared at the 
upcoming parent conference nights. We will hold Family Conference Night on Tuesday, 
October 22nd from 6:00-7:00 at Darien Elementary School.  This is an opportunity for 
parents to meet with their child’s teacher and other parents to learn of the primary 
reading strategies used in the classrooms so parents can support their child when 
reading at home.  At family conference night parents will have the opportunity to hear 
about a new anti bullying app (STOPit!) as well as  sign up for individual parent teacher 
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conferences with their child’s teacher as well. Those conferences will be held on 
Thursdays, November 7th and 14th.  We are working to have 100% of families meet 
with the teachers this year!  Help us reach our goal! 

 
Turtle Creek Elementary 

It is hard to believe that we are through our first month already!! The students have 
done an amazing job getting acclimated to the new school, routines, and staff!  Our 
main focus for September was to set our PBIS expectations with our students.  We 
have practiced what it looks like to be Respectful, Responsible and Safe in the various 
areas of our school.  After our initial roll out of our expectations, we had an all school 
assembly to kick off our year.  Since our school is using Class Dojo as our positive 
behavior reinforcement tool, all the classes created monsters to bring to our assembly 
and the students voted on the best monster from each grade.  Mr. Larsen, Mr. Paez, 
Mrs. Draffkorn and Ms. Molina won a popcorn party for their class for having the most 
votes for their grade for their monsters!  
 
We also had our first 4K Outreach event which was the Scavenger Hunt at Phoenix 
Park.  We will have an outreach event the last Wednesday of every month in lieu of 
school.  All 4K families are encouraged to attend and we will be giving away raffle prizes 
at each event.  Please see the upcoming dates for important event that will be occurring 
at TC in October.  
 
Important Dates: 
10/4: No School-Teacher Inservice 
9/26-10/11: Fall MAP window 
10/18: TC Lock down drill 
10/25: Harvest Hullabaloo event @ TC from 6:00-8:00 PM 
10/30: NO 4K due to Outreach event 
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