Read to Succeed - Parent Tips
http://bit.ly/ReadtoSucceedSD 
Decoding – decoding is how children read words. They use what they know about letters to sound out words. There are also other strategies that can make decoding words faster and easier 
	Look for Little Words: Look for little words inside a word. Examples: cat; played
	Break the Word: Break the word into chunks, or parts, and work on each part. Cover the part of the word you’re not working on to help your child focus. After you’ve worked on both parts, blend them together. Example: for / est, forest
	Look for Parts You Know: Look for word families your child has studied, such as as  in nap or ump in jump. Your child may also recognize common endings, such as –ing, -ed, and –s. 

Match the Sound and Picture: Check the first letter of the word, make its sound, then look at the picture to think of what word might make sense that starts with that sound.



Key Concepts of Print 
Beginning readers must learn all the basic concepts of print most adult readers take for granted:
	Letters can be uppercase or lowercase. 

Groups of letters form words. 
Print is read from left to right and wraps from one line to the next. 
Punctuation marks are signals to the reader 
To help your child learn the important concepts, you can 
	Point to each word as you read aloud. 

Move your finger from left to right, then sweep it back to the beginning of the next line to show how the text wraps from one line to the next. 
Notice different punctuation marks and discuss their purpose. 
	(.) A period tells the reader to stop for a minute; it’s the end of a sentence
(?) A question mark tells the reader the sentence is a question 
(!) An exclamation point shows emotion. 
Point of the difference between lowercase and uppercase letters.



Read Rhymes - Nursery rhymes, action songs (think “Itsy Bitsy Spider”), and poems are fun for both parents and children – and they teach key literacy skills! They help children hear rhymes, which will soon help them read lots of words. 
Reading rhymes children know by heart is an easy way to help them feel confident with reading. Since they know the words in rhyme, they can point and “read” it, even if they are just saying it from memory. This practice helps children learn that groups of letters make up words. It can even help them start to look at the first letter to check that the word is the one they’re saying. For instance, when reading “Itsy, Bitsy, Spider,” children can check the “B” to know they’re on the word “Bitsy.” 
The library is a great source of nursery rhyme collections and poetry books. Try to find books that contain your favorites to read along with your child. 








Read Repetitive Text 
Many books for beginning readers have a repetitive language pattern, such as I see a dog; I see a cat; I see a bird. This pattern helps build children’s confidence because they can predict what they will see on each page. These kinds of books also have pictures that help readers figure out the words that are different on each page. 
As you read this kind of book with your child, help him or her learn the pattern, which often contains sight words. Also show your child how to look at the picture and check the first letter of the “different” word to figure out what it is. 
Here is a list of some repetitive books that are popular with early and emergent readers: 
	A Big Surprise by Kristi T. Butler 
Blue Sea by Robert Kalan 

Car Wash Kid by Cathy Goldberg Fishman 
Come See My Bugs by Rozanne Lanczak Williams 
A Giraffe Can Laugh by Kerri O’Donnell 
Have You Seen My Cat? by Eric Carle 
How Many Fish? by Caron Lee Cohen 
Monkey Trouble by David Martin 
Piggie and Dad Play by David Martin 
When Tiny Was Tiny by Cari Meister 
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