
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE USD 251 COMMUNICATOR 

October 2019 

NORTH LYON COUNTY PATRON NEWSLETTER  

 FROM THE BOARD: 

 As we approach the November 5th elections, I feel encouraged and excited at how the democratic process is 

taking place in our district.  Although it is easier to run for the Board of Education unopposed, it encourages me that 

people are willing to put themselves out there and run for election. 

 As a School Board, it is our responsibility to employ a superintendent to run the day to day operations of the 

district.  Perhaps no single decision a Board makes has more impact than the selection of a superintendent. As Mr. 

Mathes completes his final year as Interim Superintendent, the Board will be selecting a new person for the position. 

It is also the board’s responsibility to set a vision for student success by creating a long term strategic plan, along with 

yearly goals.  It is important for the board to set high academic and instructional standards to provide students the 

skills they need to succeed in the future. We must also encourage an environment, both physically and educationally 

that supports continuous improvement.  We must never become complacent and accept the status quo as being “good 

enough.” 

 School Board service is a meaningful way to make long-term contributions to society. I am very proud to be a 

member of the USD 251 school board, and I’m very excited that others in the community are willing to take part in 

this democratic process.  I encourage all of you to get out and vote on November 5, 2019. 

 On another note, I am excited to announce that we have established a USD 251 Foundation fund with the Em-

poria Community Foundation.  This will allow us to begin raising funds to provide our students and teachers with 

scholarship and grant opportunities.  We will be setting up guidelines and getting more information out as we pro-

gress. Thank you in advance for all of your support for our school district. 

 

Angela Anderson 

Board Vice President 

 

USD 251 Parents as Teachers Program 

 USD 251 Parents as Teachers Program is an early learning program for parents of young children prenatal to age 

six. 

 Parents as Teachers (PAT) is a free, research-based program designed to provide practical, timely information to 

all families with young children including single parents, first-time parents, and expectant parents. Being a parent is a 

lot more fun and much less stressful if you know how your child grows and develops, and you know how to encourage 

your child so he/she will get a great start in life. 

 Parents as Teachers helps parents understand child development and connect them to the resources they need to 

make the best choices for their families. PAT offers personal visits customized for the needs of your family. Together 

on each visit we'll look at your child's development and talk about the parenting challenges you face right now, think 

about family dynamics impacting your child's development, and build strong protective factors to keep you, your child 

and your family healthy, strong and resilient. 

 For more information about PAT, got to http://bit.ly/2lYo9LW, or call 1-800-554-3412. 



 

Principal’s Perspective 

Somehow we are already several weeks into the 19-20 school year!  NLC Elementary is well underway 
with our KSDE approved Redesign Launch and I will use the next 4 newsletters to go into some detail 
on each of the four KSDE Redesign Principles!   
 

NLC Redesign: Principle #1 - Student Success Skills 

Student Success Skills is one of the 4 areas defined by KSDE as an area each school was to 
“redesign”.   A major focus of the NLC Redesign plan within Student Success Skills is Social Emotion-
al Learning. Ensuring that our students are ready to learn is at the core of this focus.  NLC Elementary 

has changed our entire schedule to address this focus. We meet each morning in our all school assembly and sit by mini-family 
to give a great small group check in. From there, students go back with their teacher for about 20min of classroom time.  This 
classroom time is solely for building connections with each other (no academics), send well wishes to those that are gone or 
those that students are worried about, and simply share out any other concerns that may be bothering them or the goals they have 
accomplished so we celebrate student success beyond just those in academics.  The purpose is to connect students with each oth-
er and connect students and staff. We live in a society where even when family and friends get together, they many times spend 
more time staring at a device and are not present. When you look at school violence, bullying, etc., many times the information 
shows that the offender isn’t connected to their school, workplace, etc.  Much of our redesign is based around “building connec-
tions”. Several of us in the building are Conscious Discipline trained and are leading staff in implementing Conscious Discipline 
through out our school. Google Conscious Discipline and you can gain a lot of insight to this brain-based research driven ap-
proach. In the next newsletter I will touch base on Principle #2 - Community Partnerships. 

 

 

Counselor CommentsCounselor CommentsCounselor CommentsCounselor Comments    
What is Social-Emotional Learning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Throughout the school year, students in grades K-8 at NLC are working on social-emotional learning during the guidance 
lesson time in the areas of skills for learning, empathy, emotion management, mindset/goals, friendships, peer conflicts and 
problem solving.  The curriculum used with kindergarten through 8th grade is Second Step. 
 

 This month, our elementary theme is Skills for Learning: listening, focusing attention, using self-talk to stay on-task, and 
being assertive when asking for help.  When the lessons are complete, Home Links are sent home with the elementary students 
describing why these skills are important and including fun activities to do at home. I hope you enjoy them! 
 

 The middle school students participate in Second Step lessons as well.  Their program is broken down into 4 units (mindsets 
& goals, values & friendships, thoughts, emotions, & decisions, and serious peer conflicts).  There are 25 lessons that span over 
the school year. I’ve already gone into the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade health classes for a couple of lessons. There is also an at-home 
family engagement component called ParenTeenConnect.org  This online resource is designed to help teens and the adults in 
their lives to communicate, connect, and discuss hot topics for teens.  
 

 It has been a great start to the year.  I’m anxious to continue our SEL journey together!  
 

Mrs. Aimee Landgren; NLC Elementary(KMrs. Aimee Landgren; NLC Elementary(KMrs. Aimee Landgren; NLC Elementary(KMrs. Aimee Landgren; NLC Elementary(K----8) School Counselor8) School Counselor8) School Counselor8) School Counselor    



 
Kansas History  JD Chanley
 
  

Students are getting ready to look at the compelling question: “How 
did Geography and the environment impact American exploration 
of the Louisiana Purchase?”  In 1803, the United States purchased 
the Louisiana Territory from France and President Jefferson sent 
Lewis and Clark to explore the territory and find a water passage to 
the ocean.  After Lewis and Clark, other explorers like Zebulon 
Pike and Stephen Long began traveling through the Central Plains. 
 

 

 

American History 
   8th Graders are finishing up their project on the Constitution.  We have spent the last several 
weeks going through all the Articles and Amendments.  We are having Sergeant Sage come in and 
explain the 4th amendment while having the students be judges and determine if Sergeant Sage has 
enough evidence to serve a search warrant.  Students will also be spending a day with Judge Wheeler 
and County Attorney Marc Goodman. Judge Wheeler and Mr. Goodman will talk to the students 
about the Bill of Rights and our rights as citizens in the courtroom.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NLC Reading in USD 251 
Title I 

Jo Dunlap 
 

NLC Elementary provides Title 1 reading.  Schools that have Title I programs are required to give notice to parents that they 
may inquire about the professional qualifications of their students’ Title classroom teacher, including the following: 

 

• Whether the teacher has met State qualifications and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the 
 teacher provides instruction; 

• Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which State qualification of  
 licensing criteria have been waived; 

• The baccalaureate degree major and other graduate certification or degree held by the teachers, the field of discipline of 
 the certification or degree, and 

• Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 
 Parents will be notified if their child is instructed for four consecutive weeks by a teacher that does not meet the  
 definition of “highly qualified.” 

 

Jo Dunlap, the Title I Reading teacher, has met the qualifications of a Highly Qualified Teacher for the 2019-2020 school year.  
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CROSS COUNTRY 

 Oct 03 @ Council Grove Lake 

 Oct 10 @ Osage City 

 Oct 17 FHJL @ Melvern Lake 

 

 

FOOTBALL/VOLLEYBALL 

 Oct 03    Lyndon 

 Oct 10     Osage City 

 Oct 17     @ Council Grove 



PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

Peggy Fort 
 

 I cannot believe how fast the school year has gone so far. The fall is such a busy time for our students and staff.  Mondays 
are junior varsity football games, Tuesdays are volleyball games, Thursdays are cross country meets, Fridays are varsity foot-
ball games and Saturdays are volleyball tournaments. The students participating in Scholars bowl and the fall play are also 
very busy preparing for their competitions. FBLA, FFA and FCCLA are working on many projects. 

 

October 1   FCCLA Leadership Conference 

                    Volleyball - West Franklin at NHHS- 5:00 pm 

October 2  NHHS Homecoming parade at Allen followed with a meal at the Allen Jones Park- sponsored by the Booster club 

                    NHHS Band contest at ESU 

October 3   Cross Country at Council Grove 

October 4   Varsity Football at NHHS - Homecoming, Band Night and Homecoming dance after the football game 

October 7   NHHS Junior Varsity Football game at Lyndon 

       Board of Education Meeting 

       Blood Drive at NHHS from 9 to 3-National Honor Society 

October 8   NHHS Volleyball at Mission Valley 

October 9   STUCO to Camp Wood  

October 10   Cross Country at Osage City 

October 11   NHHS Picture retakes 

                     Varsity Football at Centralia 

October 12  NHHS KU Band Contest 
October 14   Junior Varsity Football at NHHS against Centralia 

                      National Activities Week 

October  15  Volleyball - Council Grove at NHHS - Senior Recognition 

October  16   FFA at Garnett 
                       Financial Aid Night at NHHS at 6:00 pm 

October 17   Cross Country at Melvern Lake 

October 18   End of the nine weeks 

                      Varsity Football at NHHS - Senior Recognition 

October 19   Volleyball - FHL at West Franklin 

October 21   Junior Varsity Football at Valley Heights 

October 22   Volleyball - NHHS at Clay Center 
October 23   FCCLA Leadership Conference 

October 24   NO SCHOOL - ½ day Teacher workday - Parent/Teacher Conference from 1:00 to 8:00 pm 

October 25   NO SCHOOL 

                      Football NHHS at Wabaunsee 

October 26   ACT Test 
                      Cross Country Regionals 

                       Volleyball - Sub State 

October 28   No School Teacher Inservice 

October 29   Scholars Bowl at NHHS  

October 30   National FFA Convention 

                      NHHS ECO meet  
October 31   National FFA Convention 

 

 

Homecoming Parade will be Wednesday, October 2nd, 2019, 6:30 at AllenHomecoming Parade will be Wednesday, October 2nd, 2019, 6:30 at AllenHomecoming Parade will be Wednesday, October 2nd, 2019, 6:30 at AllenHomecoming Parade will be Wednesday, October 2nd, 2019, 6:30 at Allen 

Plan now to participate in the annual NHHS Homecoming Parade, October 2nd, at 6:30 pm, at Allen. As always, a free meal 
(BBQ sandwich, chips and beverage) will be provided in Jones Park after the parade. Everyone is welcome. A short pep rally 
will be held after the meal. Bring your Wildcat spirit and cheer on the team! 
 

Have a wonderful fall season!  - Peggy Fort - NHHS Principal 
 

 

 

The NHHS Wildcat Chapter of the National Honor Society is hosting a Red Cross Blood 
Drive on October 7th from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM in the school library. To make an appoint-
ment, call the school office at 620-481-2063 or text Kaylee Burton at 620-794-6735. If we 
reach our donation goal, Kaylee will be eligible for a scholarship from the American Red 
Cross.  



NHHS Redesign 
One of the biggest changes with the Northern Heights Redesign is our "flexible" Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings. Students can use this time to study whatever they want to study and they 
can schedule their time however they want as long as they are productive. It's a great oppor-
tunity for the students to explore their interests and engage themselves in something they are 
passionate about. Examples of how they have been using this time are: project based learning, 
group projects, labs for science class, college visits, contest pieces for school groups or or-
ganizations (i.e. FCCLA, FFA, FBLA, Science Club, Theater etc.) We are excited to see 
where the students take this. 
 

 

 

 

NHHS Fall Play 
 

Please mark your calendars for the NHHS Fall Play, Gentlemen Prefer Blondes from the book by Anita Loos, 
adapted by Kristen Sergel. On November 16th at 7:00 PM the curtain will rise on Lorelei, a dazzling blonde, 
and Dorothy, her sensible brunette friend. These 1920s flappers are planning to complete their educations by 
going to Europe for the summer. They’ll “improve their minds” all day, but for their evenings their main inter-
est is in dates! A frivolous and witty show produced by special arrangement with THE DRAMATIC PUB-
LISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois.  
 

 

NHHS Counselor News 

     Gemini Schedule Change: The schedule change at the high school can be overwhelming for some but others are making the 
most of the opportunity to have more say in their daily schedule.  I am learning my role during this time as well. I will finally 
have time to hold individual and group sessions with students. If you or your child have recommendations on topics that need to 
be discussed, I welcome the input.  Look for these sessions to begin during the second quarter.  

 Attention senior students and parents: If you/your student is planning on 
attending college next year you will need to file for Federal financial aid.  The 
applications open October 1st, 2019 for the 2020-2021 school year. The Finan-
cial Aid Night is Wednesday, October 16th at 6 pm in the Northern Heights High 
School Library.  Please contact me if you are interested in attending this meeting 
to discuss the paperwork necessary to file. Please take advantage of having a 
night to complete the application with college financial aid personnel availa-
ble.  
   College and career exploration are a large part of my interaction with 
students.  In the previous two school years, I have organized a Career Fair. I will 
continue this but only every other year.  In the years that we are not holding our 
own, we will take Sophomores and Juniors to the ESSDACK career and post-
secondary expo in Hutchinson, KS.  With over 160 post-secondary participants 
from all over the state, students will have access to a larger variety than what we 

can bring to them. This year we will travel to Hutchinson and the event takes place on Tuesday, November 5th.  I look forward 
to the chance for students to explore careers and hear directly from potential employers and colleges.  
 Proud to be a Wildcat! 

 Jessica Woodrow- woodrowj@usd251.org, 620-481-2067 

NHHS Students Utilize Technology to Create and Produce Yearbooks 
 When students in the NHHS Media Technology class start school each August, they already have a project waiting for them: 
the previous year’s school yearbook. The NHHS yearbook is 100% created and produced by students. The creation process be-
gins with designing each page on the computer. All of the pages are edited multiple times before they are approved for printing. 
After printing, the pages are collated and glued to create the interior of the 
yearbook. Next, the covers are designed, printed, laminated, and set with card-
board to create a hardback cover. The final step is to glue the pages into the 
covers. The goal is to have the yearbooks ready for distribution by winter 
break.  
 In addition to learning graphic design and other media technology skills, 
students learn to manage their time and work on multiple projects with differ-
ing deadlines. They are not only responsible for publishing last year’s year-
book, the students are also working to plan and begin creating the current 
year’s yearbook. “ We begin each year getting the current school year's year-
book organized and printing last year’s.  After all the pages are printed, we 
start putting everything together,” says teacher Lea Hamlin.  The NHHS Year-
book class also creates and publishes a softcover yearbook for NLC Elemen-
tary/Junior High each year.  



 

 

The North Lyon County Honor Flight program has spent the last few weeks brainstorm-
ing and organizing fundraisers to help our first four students to join the Honor Flight 
group taking veterans to Washington D. C. this coming November 4 and 5.  So far we 
have had positive response from our local communities. We are grateful to those who 
have already generously donated, but we are still a ways from reaching our goal. Here 
are a few ways you can help us reach that goal: 
 

 

• Letters have also been sent to the patrons and businesses in all our communities.  Your help is greatly welcomed. Checks 
 can be mailed to Northern Heights High School 1208 Hwy 56 Allen, KS 66833 ℅ Honor Flight. Make the check out to 
 Northern Heights and put Honor Flight in the memo line. 

• An online donation can be made through our 99Pledges account; the link can be found on the USD251 Facebook page.    

• Several local businesses have also generously agreed to sell chocolate bars for the group.  Displays have been set up at 
 the following locations: 

◊  In Reading- The Miracle Cafe, Reading Grain and Lumber Co, Citizens State Bank and Trust, City Hall 
◊  In Allen- S&A Telephone, Allen Meat Processing,  Allen Public Library, Allen Senior Center 
◊  In Americus- Americus Public Library, Rolling Hills Bar and Grill, Americus Public Library, USD 251 District 

  Office,  Harry and Lloyd’s, and City Hall. 
Please visit these establishments who are generously helping us with this fundraiser. 

 

The group is also planning some upcoming events as we continue to raise the funds we need.   

• Concession stand- Northern Heights Volleyball Tuesday October 15 - selling pizza by the slice 

• Concession stand- Northern Heights Football Friday October 18- selling Chili and Corn chip pies 

 

Thank you for any and all ways you can support our new chapter of Kansas Honor Flight.  
 

 


