


Thomasville City Schools is proud to 
announce the start of its Student Advisory 
Council. The Student Advisory Council will 
consist of students in grades 7-12. They will 
collaborate with school board members and 
give input regarding decision making, 
structuring of policies, and implementation 
processes.  The main goal is to give students a 
voice and for students and school board 
members to achieve greater awareness 
regarding academic programs and school 
climate. Topics for the Student Advisory Council 
may include:  technology needs, teacher 
training, college and career readiness, student 

leadership, academics, testing, school climate 
and culture, and communication. Members 
earned their positions on the Student Advisory 
Council through an application process. Their 
first monthly meeting will be held in October. 
Pictured:  Sarah Kate Still (7th), Ashaureah 
Wright (11th), Carson Cochran (10th), Chakia 
Tucker (11th), Jordan Lovejoy (8th), April 
Sampson (7th), Alivia Corker (11th), TCS Board 
Chairman Todd Bennett, TCS Board Member 
Dr. Mary R. Williams-Scruggs, TCS Board 
Member Kejar Butler, Scholars Academy 
Director Jeanene Wallace, and MacIntyre Park 
Middle School Principal Courtney Davenport.  



Samantha Jones has always had a love for 
music, and that love eventually led her to 
Thomasville Georgia, where she has become the 
first female band director in Thomasville High 
School history to lead the “Sound of the Pound.”  

Jones found her calling one day when she was 
16 years old. She was talking to her high school 
band director, and said, ‘I wish I could do band 
forever’ to which he replied, ‘Well, why don’t 
you?’ From that point forward, she was set on 
being a music educator, despite some pushing 
from her mother to be a math teacher.  

“My mom wanted me to do math because she 
thought it would be a more stable career option, 
and honestly, math was one of my favorite 
subjects,” said Jones.  

Jones grew up in Winder, Georgia and is a 
graduate of Winder-Barrow High School where she 
spent her formative years in the band. As a senior 
in high school, Jones spent time preparing for her 
future in music education.  

“My ambitions revolved around things that I 
thought would help me be a better teacher: 
winning auditions, learning as many instruments 
as possible, and gaining teaching experience. I 
joined every ensemble I could on different 
instruments, practiced around 3 to 4 hours a day, 
and taught as many private lessons as I could, 
often for free, to gain experience,” said Jones.   

After high school, Jones went on to earn her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education at Columbus 
State University and then a Master’s Degree in 
Music Education at University of Georgia. But it 
was the love of marching band that held her 
attention.  

“Much of my musical education can also be 
attributed to the years I have spent as a member 
of the Atlanta CV Drum and Bugle Corps, a non-

school affiliated ensemble,” Jones said. 
An opportunity to do what she loved in a place 

that was welcoming was the key to her decision to 
come to Thomasville High School.  

“I had several options at the time I chose 
Thomasville High School. I came down for an 
interview and watched the band’s end-of-year 
concert. Everyone was extremely friendly and 
welcoming and the kids sounded amazing. I left 
feeling really positive about the community, the 
administration, and the band itself. It didn’t even 
take me twenty minutes to make the decision to 
come here. Really, this is my dream job,” said 
Jones. 

In addition to teaching the Symphonic Band 
class and directing the Marching Band, Mrs. Jones 
teaches 8th grade band at MacIntyre Park Middle 
School. She also volunteered to teach a beginning 
band class to high school students and to restart 
the chorus program at Thomasville High School by 
teaching a chorus class.  

“Her work ethic is second to none and she really 
cares about the school and our students,” said 
Thomasville High School Assistant Principal Chris 
Merritt. “We are lucky to have found such a driven 
person to take over and grow our band program.” 

“Different things are exciting about each class. I 
get a huge variety throughout my day in terms of 
course content and student experience. I get to 
the see the joy and excitement of learning to 
make sounds on an instrument for the first time 
back to back with students who are coming into 
their own and seeing almost a decade of hard 
work finally pay off,” said Jones. 

Lena Mickens, a junior at Thomasville High 
School, is in Mrs. Jones’s band class. She shared 
that Mrs. Jones has become one of her favorite 
teachers, despite the fact that she has not been 
part of the band before.  

“She breaks down instruction so that it isn’t that 
hard. She works with you and helps you. It is 
honestly my favorite class,” said Mickens.  

Mickens indicated that it was Jones’s approach 
to students and the work that was so impressive.  

“If I say I can’t do it, Mrs. Jones says, you can’t 
do it yet,” said Mickens.     

Ninth grader Karis Lane has chorus class with 
Jones and she shared that Jones is “calm, very 
strict, but she cares for you no matter what.”  

Lane said she was very excited at the 
opportunity to have a chorus class again at 
Thomasville High.  

“It is amazing that Mrs. Jones would take on 
more work, when she didn’t have to, just because 
she loves music and she wants us to be happy,” 
said Lane.   

Jones says that learning music is important for 
her students.  

“Music gives students an outlet for their 
emotions and tools for expression. Working in a 
large group ensemble teaches life skills, discipline, 
team-work, and delayed gratification. It also 
serves as a family and an emotional and social 
support group. Groups like band can be absolutely 
catalytic in improving the quality of students’ 
lives,” said Jones.  

Jones added that she has a very important 
lesson that she wants all of her students to learn:  
“Hard work will trump talent and privilege given 
enough time, that they have something unique 
and valuable to contribute to this world, and that 
they can and should continue to grow as musicians 
and as people for as long as they can.” 

Jones is married to her husband Zack, who she 
met in high school.  

“He was not in the band,” Jones said with a grin.   
She also has two cats who she loves dearly, a 

Siamese named Jade and a Japanese Bob Tail 
named Kali. 

“I spend more time than I should taking cute 
pictures of them and plastering them all across my 
Facebook,” said Jones.  

While she enjoys reading and playing video 
games, her real passion outside of music is 
learning the Japanese language.  

“I studied abroad in my undergrad at Kansai 
Gaidai University in Hirakatashi, Japan. I had no 
desire to travel before, but I absolutely fell in love 
with the country while I was there. I continued 
learning Japanese when I returned to America and 
I really enjoy it. I usually study at least an hour a 
day,” said Jones.  

Jones actually began her new position at 
Thomasville High School in July and had to jump 
immediately into band camp and getting a 
halftime show created and to put on the field in a 
very short amount of time. While it has not been 
easy, she says the support she has received from 
parents, the community, and the staff has helped 
the band get going for this season.  

“I have received a tremendous amount of 
support from the administration and staff of the 
City Schools. They are going above and beyond to 
provide the band program with tools and 
resources that they need to be successful. I have 
never seen an administration be this supportive 
and welcoming,” said Jones.  

Jones is enjoying the small town closeness after 
living in Columbus and Athens, sharing that she 
had the same neighbors in Athens for two years 
and never even met them.  

“On my first day in Thomasville my neighbors 
introduced themselves, hugged me, and gave me 
their number with the request that I contact them 
if I need absolutely anything. The town  feels a lot 
closer and kinder, and I really enjoy it here,” said 
Jones.  



 



It’s not every day that high school students 
get to hear the wise words and adventures of a 
national best-selling author and published 
zoologist, especially when that guest speaker 
hails from their hometown!  Delia Owens, 
author of Where the Crawdads Sing, made a 
gracious stop at Thomasville City Schools on 
her whirlwind visit during the Thomas County 
One Book celebration.  

Owens began her intriguing talk describing 
her reaction to being charged by an enormous 
elephant named “Cheers” during her years of 
research and conservation in Zambia.  Owens 
continued to connect talking about her love for 
the outdoors rather than the classroom as a 
child in South Georgia and joked with the 
students about how she would have loved to 
miss class for a guest speaker.   

Owens followed up to explain that when she 
arrived in college she knew that she had to get 
serious about her studies if she ever wanted to 
follow her dream to study wildlife in Africa.  
She received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
zoology from the University of Georgia and a 
Ph.D. in Animal Behavior from the University of 
California in Davis. 

During the 10 years Owens spent writing 
Where the Crawdads Sing, she relied on her 
observations from her years in Africa. She 
compared the squabbles between hyenas over 
territory with neighbors arguing over a fence 
line.    

“Every time I watched wildlife, I saw human 
behavior,” said Owens.  “If I saw a young male 
baboon strut by a group of females I thought to 
myself, ‘I know that guy!’”   

Thomasville High School students in Sally 
Hawthorne’s English class read the book as 
part of a class project and came with questions 
they had prepared.  

Senior Meazhia Wilson asked Owens to 
elaborate on how the absence of the main 
character’s mother at a very early age 
impacted the child.  

“One of the main points of the novel is that 

we have genetics that set us up to belong to a 
group,” said Owens. “We feel threatened when 
we are isolated.”   

Senior Braxton Sizemore focused on Owens’s 
years of conservation by inquiring about the 
importance of the next generation’s 
appreciation for fragile ecosystems.  

Owens recalled that many of the species she 
has encountered are endangered and clarified 
that 45% of mammals are endangered.    

“It takes action to save what we have left of 
what is beautiful on Earth,” said Owens.  

In terms of the labor of love that is involved 
in writing, Owens explained her determination 
to the students by recounting her disciplined 
routine of writing daily at 4:30 a.m.  She shared 
how close she was, solely, with the characters 
of her novel for 10 years and how exciting it 
was to hear people talk openly about the main 
character, Kya, after the book was published.   

“I felt like I connected with so many people 
instantaneously.  It was a great experience to 
connect with readers,” said Owens.  

Senior Zaria Meeks reported that she would 
like to go back and re-read the book over and 
over again.  

Senior Jamear Lane was drawn in by the 
mystery that was trying to be solved with the 
analysis of fibers and other evidence.  

“I’m not usually into suspense, but the story 
was well-connected and seemed realistic,” said 
Lane.  

“It seemed like a 
friend wrote it or 
definitely someone 
who lived through it,” 
said Meeks.  

Hawthorne was 
thrilled to be able to 
introduce her students 
to the literature and 
was excited for them 
to have the 
opportunity to meet a 
best-selling author.  



Class of 2020 senior Winston Cornish was the 
Youth Art Exhibitor for the public art festival 
BUGOUT exhibit at Downtown Thomasville 
Center for the Arts Studio 209.  Cornish’s art 
and insect collection were on display 
throughout the month of September.   

Cornish is the first youth to be a featured 
artist at a Center for the Arts event that is not 
primarily composed of youth art.  It started with 
the Center for the Arts’ Youth Art Month 
competition last spring where Cornish won the 
Creativity Award for his drawing of a soldier 
bust whose eye is represented as a beetle, but it 
goes back even further to his years in art classes 
at Scholars Academy. 

Cornish had art for two years in middle school 
and then continued during his 10th, 11th, and 
12th grade years with Ashley Ivey-Jackson for 
Advanced Placement Studio: Drawing, Advanced 
Placement Art History, and Advanced Placement 
Studio: 2-D Design.     

Ivey-Jackson explained that his 2018-19 AP 
Studio portfolio concentration had to do with 
metamorphosis and focused on insects and 
insect/human combinations.   

“Darlene Taylor at the Center encouraged him 
to participate in the BUGOUT exhibit,” said Ivey-

Jackson.   
Cornish is able to reflect on his growth as an 

artist, even at his young age.   
“I’ve become extremely detail-oriented. I 

always was focused on details with large 
geometrics, but it got smaller and smaller. Now 
I rely more on texture than just the shapes to 
achieve detail,” said Cornish. 

Ivey-Jackson can also attest to his artistic 
growth through exposure to artists and media 
from taking AP Art History and through his own 
experimenting with size and color.  She notes 
that his most outstanding trait is persistence.  

“Where most students would get bored with 
‘waiting’ for the subject matter to ‘appear’ as 
they work on a piece, he just continues on, one 
line or dot at a time until it is amazing.  You 
really want to stop and study on his pieces so 
you don't miss anything,” said Ivey-Jackson.  

Cornish has plans after to high school to 
major in entomology and minor in scientific 
illustration. He sees natural connections 
between art and science.  

Cornish added, “The forms I draw are based 
on what I see:  organisms, tissues, human 
anatomy. The shapes are abstract if you look at 
them long enough — at least to me.”  

 



Bottlecaps to Benches is entering year two and 
Buddy Benches are installed at each campus of 
Thomasville City Schools. Harper Elementary 
held a dedication ceremony for its second 
bench to celebrate the partnership between 
Thomas University and First Commerce Credit 
Union in the "Buddy Bench" initiative which 
was started by Thomas University's Camp 
STEMtastic.  Harper's Recycling Club members 
were involved with collecting bottle caps from 
designated spots in the school, then sorting, 
bagging, and weighing the bottle 
caps.  Pictured above are Quenton Ross, 
Maurice Ricks, Camron Jones, Caleb Mickens, 
Dominique Hill, Camp STEMtastic Coordinators 
Jen Hamilton and April Penton, Harper 
teachers Michelle Truitt and Andrea Brower, 
First Commerce Credit Union Senior Director 
Heath Dawson, Thomas University Director of 
Development Kurt Stringfellow, and Thomas 
County Schools Science Coordinator Scott 

Sweeting.  Brower took each bag home to 
wash the bottle caps to ensure they were clean 
and ready to be picked up by Penton.  The 
bench at Harper was especially collaborative as 
the bottle caps used to help complete the 
bench came from excess caps collected by 
Harper and the Thomas County School System.  
The idea behind the benches is that a student 
can sit on a bench when he or she needs a 
friend and someone can join them.  Seeing the 
permanent fixtures gives students a sense of 
pride in knowing that they have done 
something for not only their school and 
community but also for the planet on which 
they live.  The service project is a collaborative 
effort of schools, universities, and businesses 
that are collecting caps in designated recycling 
containers around the Thomasville community. 
200 pounds of caps and $250 to construct one 
bench at the Green Tree Plastics Recycling 
Center in Evansville, Indiana.  

 





Thomasville City Schools Board of Education meets at 5:00 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of the month except 
November and December.  Below is an overview of the agenda: for September 24, 2019.   

 Board Chair, Mr. Todd Bennett gave the Invocation  

 Board Member, Mr. David Cone lead the Pledge of Allegiance 

 Approved September 24, 2019 Board AGENDA 

 TCPC Concert Choir shared in song 

 Tireless Award Presented to Mr. Randall Long 

 Approved Minutes of the August 27, 2019 Regular Scheduled Board Meeting  

 Approved Minutes of the August 27, 2019 TCS Called Board Work Session 

 Approved Minutes of the September 12, 2019 TCS Called Board Meeting 

 Approved August 31, 2019 Financial Report 

 Approved TCS School Food Service Department Financial Report 

 Approved CTAE Surplus List 

 Final Approval of Revised Policy DJEG-R(1) Purchase Orders and Contracts – Procedures Section D: Fiscal 
Management 

 Approved $300,000.00 Expenditure from SPLOST Funds for Instructional Technology 

 Approved Personnel Recommendations 

 Dr. Mary Williams-Scruggs gave the September 12, 2019 Combined Finance/School Improvement Committee 
Meeting Report 

 Reviewed upcoming Calendar Dates 

 Discussed and signed the Annual Local School Board Governance Training Report and Training Plan  

 Executive Session 

 Board Meeting Adjourned at 7:43 PM 


