
Community Coffee Recap 
September 18, 2019 

 
Pawsitivity Story - The purpose of a Pawsitivity Story is to share something positive. The 
school is promoting “Pawsitivity” with staff, students and the community. 

● Pawsitive applaud to staff member, Bonnie Basgall. Ms. Basgall received positive 
comments and a Rave Review from a parent last year, happy to have her on staff 
full-time this year. 

● The new Early Childhood Education playground equipment/area is great. Thanks to the 
PTO for their partnership in the project. 

● Assemblies today about kindness had pawsitive reviews. 
● The 7th & 8th Grade Soccer team is undefeated! 
● 8th Grade curriculum night was well attended. The teachers were very enthusiastic.  
● New furniture that offers flexible seating is “awesome”. 

 
This Community Coffee was an open discussion: 
Dr. Bute noted that some topics/questions can be responded to during the community coffee 
while other topics may need to be researched and responded to at a later date. Responses in 
green below indicate either a response provided during the coffee or after review or reflection. 
 
Curriculum Topics -  

● Technology use in the classroom/screen time in the classroom. Parent asked for evidence 
that the amount of screen time spent on subjects is better than previous teaching 
practices. After discussion, the administrative team will take a deeper dive and exam 
technology in the classroom. 

● Social and Emotional Learning Ms. Maggiore commented that Social and 
Emotional learning has been in the classroom for the last 12-15 years as Second 
Step. It was not delineated on the teaching schedule/student schedules in previous 
years. It is on this year. 

● Snack time should be a time for snack and peer interaction, not more screen/TV time. 
Ms. Maggiore will follow up on activities/time spent for snack time. 

● Gym class schedule concerns expressed regarding safety, supervision, equipment, and 
space. This schedule was developed to keep the children active during the day, 
especially on the days when they are unable to play outside due to weather. Physical 
Education has the only state teaching mandate with a specific time requirement. 
With it being a new schedule, we are experiencing some growing pains, there is 
ongoing discussion with the PE teachers on how to improve the situation. Since this 
is new, would like to review in a month and see how things are at that time. 

● Grading System concern was raised about teacher(s) not having enough time to allow a 
student to prove they could teach a concept to another student, thus they received a 3 
versus a 4. Time constraints should not be the reason a child receives a 3 and not a 4 
on an assessment.  

● Lunch schedule concern was raised regarding K-1-2 eating all together with a shorter 
lunch period of 15 minutes and recess of 20 minutes. The amount of time students have 
to eat their lunch this year has not changed. All elementary students continue to 
have 20 minutes to eat their lunch. The recess period was reduced by 5 minutes. We 
felt shortening recess by 5 minutes was compensated for by the addition of daily 
physical education.  

● Music children are not enjoying the time spent in the beginning of class on classroom 
management issues which inevitably shortens the actual time spent on music.  

1 



● Acceleration placement is a full grade level above for math or reading. Are we bridging 
the gap for the fundamental skills missed in the grade they skipped? The fundamental 
skills can be addressed during the 30 minutes they are in their grade level class, the 
accelerated class is 60 minutes. This is an issue we will follow-up on. 

● MAP testing during the first couple days of school. Students had issues with screen 
freezing up, having to restart a test, etc. and these tests are used for placement into high 
school courses? The issues with MAP testing is from NWEA (parent company that 
produces MAP), the school had no outage issues. To our knowledge, this assessment 
is only one part of placement for classes at D155. 

 
Communication to Parents needs to improve. Parents would like to know what is happening to 
help their child understand the changes they will encounter during the school year. 
 
Beginning of year had some challenges due to the construction timeline. We understand there 
were challenges starting the school year. The regularly scheduled events, listed below, had 
to be modified to fit the construction restraints. 

Kindergarten Orientation was not offered this year due to construction. Parents felt this 
was very valuable in the past to help prepare their child for kindergarten. This topic will 
be discussed by Ms. Maggiore and the kindergarten team for the next school year. 
 
Meet the Teachers was the first day of school. Parents felt rushed to come back to 
school as soon as the children got home. Also, felt it should be more than a half hour for 
each school, especially if you have multiple kiddos.  

 
Curriculum information not available on website. This is currently being updated and 
should be available soon. 
 
Curriculum night had mixed reviews. Parents enjoyed the group presentation, but would rather 
have the presentation done in the classroom where their child spends most of the day.  
 
Communication apps are available for parents/teacher contact, which is great. However, 
teachers have their own personal preferences, which may cause the parents to have different apps 
for students in the same family. This can be confusing. Ms. Maggiore will conduct a survey of 
all the communication resources currently being utilized by the classroom teachers for the 
purpose of assessing the merits of standardizing. 
 
Sports procedure for pick-up from events if the child does not have a cell phone. 
All coaches are expected to have methods of communication set-up with parents, so that 
parents are informed of anticipated arrival times. Mrs. Motl will work with the district’s 
athletic directors to ensure this is in place.  
 
Lunchroom supervisor coverage, do we have enough? Enough coverage is scheduled for 
lunches with the lunchroom supervisors and paraprofessionals in the lunch periods. 
 
Substitute system still has issues. Substitutes expressed their concerns regarding the system we 
are currently using. 
 
Enrollment up this year. Opening day enrollment was up 40 students. Some are from the 
new subdivision, most are from movement in the existing real estate market. 
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Full calendar available on the app/website. Do not believe you can see a full year-long 
calendar, able to view events by day. 
 
Playground Equipment, is there a plan to replace the old playground? The PTO is sponsoring 
the Fun Run this year and would like to specify what the money is earmarked for. The district 
has received a quote to replace the playground equipment of approximately $250,000. This 
does not include the base material (wood chips or a poured in place rubber base). At this 
time, we are not planning to invest in a new playground because the location of the 
playground could move based on building improvement plans for the future.  
 
Safety/Soft Lockdown, during the recent event of the missing boy, why did the district not have 
a soft lockdown? The district has a very good working relationship with the local 
authorities. We were in constant contact with the PGPD and were told a soft lockdown was 
not necessary because there was no threat to our students. 
 
Book Fair - Would like to brainstorm where the winter book fair can be located. The Jr. High 
cafeteria was an option suggested, but that will be a tight squeeze with all the merchandise at the 
winter fair. Several ideas presented. 1) Continue using half of the elementary gym and propose 
opposite gym classes visit the fair, so only one gym class uses half of the gym, switch the 
following day. 2) Arrange the bookcases in an “L” shape back to back. 
 
Jr. High Ski Club - Is it possible to form a Jr. High ski club with two outings? Dr. Bute 
directed this discussion to start with Mrs. Motl, Jr. High Principal.  
 
Furniture - Will we be getting more furniture? The district purchased furniture for ECE 
through 4th grade which is scheduled to be delivered during winter break. Grades 5 
through 8 will be looked at for the 2020-2021 school year. We are phasing out the oldest 
furniture in the building first. 
 
Personal Fundraisers/Events - Is it possible to send out flyers for a fundraiser for a family in 
the district? One idea would be to work with PTO on this. There is a Board Policy on flyers, 
will look into it further. 
 
PTO sign up - Room parent volunteer numbers were down, a parent at the meeting added she 
only signed up on one sheet, not on each child’s room sheet. There was a good turnout for TAP 
volunteers. 
 
Thank you for attending. The next Community Coffee is scheduled for October 16, 2019 at 
noon and 7:00 pm. 
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