September 23rd - September 27th
Dear Maranacook Faculty and Families
Hi everyone, I hope you had an incredible week! Things are flying along here at the high
school with classes in full swing. Our students are achieving amazing things in the
classroom and on the fields.
Guidance: 33 students attended the Kent’s Hill College Fair on Monday and visited with
approximately 100 colleges. The students were excited, engaged, and professional with the
college representatives!
October 16th is right around the corner. Freshmen will be taking the NWEAs. Sophomores
and Juniors will be taking the PSATs. Seniors will be participating in a life skills workshop
with sessions on job interviews, resume building, and investments.
UMaine will be visiting Maranacook on November 4th for an Application Review Day.
Seniors who sign up will get on the spot admissions decisions and merit scholarship
awards to the University of Maine. If you would like to sign up - contact guidance!
Field Trips: Due to the amount of field trips we have at the high school, it has been asked
that we have permission slips in a week before the field trip occurs. Verbal permission for
students is not accepted. We need to have the field trip form filled out, signed for legal
purposes and returned a week before the trip. Having field trip forms in a week before the
trip allows us to get an accurate count of who will be attending the field trip, get that
information out to their teachers, plan for medical concerns of individual students and
provide appropriate transportation. Thank you for your help with this it is much
appreciated!
JMG (Jobs for Maine Grads): This week, students in JMG learned about the power of
“storytelling” and how continually telling their own story can influence others but also help
them realize how what happened to them makes them who they are. From a set of pictures
brought by Mr. Smith, students picked out the one that they liked the most/they related to.
From there, they were asked to write a 6 word story about why they chose that picture.
With only 6 words to write, students really had to think about the “weight”of their words.
After, they were asked to find their own picture that represents their life and to write their
own personal 6 word story. The creativity from the students was incredible! Later in the
week, students started a “dress for success” unit where they learned how to tie a tie and the
importance of knowing how to do so.

Maranacook Alternative Program (MAP): Students had a successful trip to the Common
Ground Fair last Friday! The alternative program has undergone a lot of changes over the
past few years and continues to grow. MAP Staff spent Tuesday working with Rural
Aspirations to continue developing curriculum and programming. In Humanities, students
have started their National History Day projects!
Advisee: Advisee Day out is on Thursday Oct. 3, 2019. All permission slips were due back
this week. Junior Class will be taking part in the United Way Day of Caring on Advisee Day,
they should dress appropriately for the community service that they are taking part in.
Health Center: We are happy to be able to offer 5 days per week of counseling services
through the School Based Health Center this year! We have four counselors on board;
Taylor Hodgdon-McBurney LMFT-C, Bobbie Johnson LCSW, Tori Townley LMSW-CC and
Meg Poto LCPC . If you are concerned about the mental health of your child and would like
to learn more, please call us at 685-4923 x 1019 or x 1033. Counseling appointments take
place during the school day and are set up to accommodate your child’s schedule.
English: Our Sophomore classes are excitedly digging into their first unit on fairytales :)
Sophomore Honors classes are reflecting on "Alice's Adventures in Wonderland" by
discussing its theme of growing up/growth, as well as identity, which Alice grapples with.
They're reflecting on their concept and understanding of growth, and how they've changed
over the years, as well as comparing different social media images and seeing how it relates
to both Alice and themselves.
The CP sophomores are currently working on fairytales. They are learning about the
characteristics that make stories into fairytales and looking at the cultural influences that
lent themselves to creating these stories across cultures and time periods. The students are
working up to creating presentations where they compare modern adaptations of fairytales
to their original versions and looking at how our developing culture impacted the
differences.
The Accelerated 9/10 class is wrapping up their unit on "Of Mice and Men" by presenting
their tiny house projects. The students studied the theme of the American Dream seen
throughout the story in the form of George and Lennie's dream farm and created the
houses around the American Dreams of various other characters from the text.

Science: Earth Systems classes began investigating patterns within the Periodic Table of
Elements this week.
Honors Biology just finished predicting and testing the effects of enzymes on chemical
reactions. They then wrapped up the unit with a final assessment and are now delving into
the world of cellular and microbiology.
Robotics is in the process of wrapping up our coding unit and next are beginning the
process of learning about engineering and engineering processes. They will write codes
that will autonomously direct their robotics in specified patterns and then test the results
to verify motor consistency.
The wonders of gravity were explored this week in physics classes.
Chemistry students spent time this week contrasting physical, chemical, and nuclear
changes. Each of these topics will be explored in greater depth later this year. Students also
completed another lab contrasting the characteristics of physical versus chemical changes
while employing newer vocabulary terms.
World Language: The French Program is off to a great start! The students are beginning
their first big projects this week and next week. French four students will be planning an
entire trip to France. French three students will be organizing a short stay in a hotel.
French two will be working on their daily routine at school, and French one will be
imagining their own home in French. Mr. Barnes is attending UMA French immersion
weekend on September 27, 28, and 29. He will be teaching students to write a skit and how
to make quiche Lorraine in French. Looking ahead to a great year!
Technology: The world of technology quickly changes. To help explore these changes we
have added software such as, CAD (Computer Aided Design) software for 2D and 3D

projects. AutoDesk provides students with more than 60 free programs for various designs
and projects , free online courses and tutorials. IA, Engineering and Robotic classes are
using some of these programs to support their classes. Students can learn some coding by
using the Sphero and Edison robots during their study halls in rm 140. Using some of 3D
software programs students and teachers can create and print their designs using the 3D
printers.
This year we have added a drone. Interaction sessions will be offered to students and
teachers to learn about the operations and regulations that go along with drone flight.
There are currently more than 1000 job openings in the USA alone that involve drone skills.
This field of work is quickly expanding.
The Media Center offers students many resources online and shelved reference materials.
Students can gather primary sources, tour a geographical area, quickly view current events,
watch video clips about artists, explore the ocean floor, climb the highest mountains, learn
math equations, create movies, write music, write and publish books, the learning
experiences are endless.
Fine Arts: Students in Intro to Piano and Intro to Guitar have been working extremely
hard to master their individual finger dexterity and music reading abilities, and are far
surpassing expectations! Both classes are beginning to move into playing short songs with
simple chord progressions.
Students in Ceramics are continuing to explore the forms from Japanese tea bowl traditions
and will soon be able to glaze the variety of pinch pot-based tea bowls they are now
crafting in clay.

Ceramics students also finished their roulettes for texturizing clay slabs and those are
ready to fire in the kiln.

Students in Fine Metals are working on rings fabricated from silver. They are sanding and
refining them on their way to finished work.
Student Senate/Council:  We have been busy this week, Our Council meets every
Wednesday morning at 7am. This group is comprised of our officers, committee heads,
caucus representative, board representatives and class representatives. Our Senate meets
every other Thursday and this group is comprised of Senators that have applied and our
council members. In total we have 45 student senate members! Some of our projects
coming up soon are our Make a Difference Week (MADD) campaign to raise awareness of
food scarcity and help to provide food for our local shelters. MADD is hosted by our
Outreach committee. MADD kick off assembly will be on Oct 16th. We also have our
Homecoming Dance on October 19th sponsored by our school spirit committee. You may
visit us on the High School web site and check out our minutes and the work we are doing.
Athletics:
Monday, September 23rd: No Events Scheduled
Tuesday, September 24th: Field Hockey lost to Leavitt 0-4
Boys Soccer Won over MCI 3-0
Wednesday, September 25th: No events Scheduled
Thursday, September 26th: Girls Soccer Won over Gardiner Varsity 8-0 JV 3-0
Field Hockey lost to Mt. View 0-5
Cross Country @ Lincoln Academy
Friday, September 27th: Girls Soccer @ MCI at 3:30 pm
Boys Soccer vs Gardnier at 5 pm
Football @ Gray-New Gloucester at 7 pm
Saturday, September 28th: Field Hockey home vs Nokomis at 1pm

Upcoming Events:
9/27-9/28 Outdoor Club to Pleasant Pond
9/28 Explorers Club to the Dempsey Challenge
9/30 Mindful Monday presented by Mrs. Bickford
10/1 Staff Meeting
10/2 HS and MS Technology Team Meeting
10/7 Flu Clinic
10/8 Our German Partnership Program students arrive
10/11 In service day no school for students
10/11 GAPP field trip to Camden
10/15 Staff Meeting
10/16 GAPP field trip to Portland
10/17 GAPP field trip to Freeport
Dwayne Conway, Ed.D
Principal
Class of 2022 Advisor
Maranacook Community High School
2250 Millard Harrison Dr.
Readfield ME 04355
207-685-4923x1022

