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Welcome to the Winchendon Preschool Program! Beginning a new year is always a time of
excitement for everyone. We are looking forward to a great year getting to know your child as an
individual.

Each month I will send home a calendar and a newsletter highlighting upcoming events and
important dates at school. This year we are continuing our new district wide program called Wonders.
The first unit in this program is Who We Are. Each unit covers one month and includes math, science,
social studies, literacy, social emotional and music and movement. The focus questions for unit 1
include:

Week 1: What do we do in school? How do we learn new things?

Week 2: What do we do with our eyes, ears, fingers, and toes? What does our flag look like and
why is it important?

Week 3: What special things can we do? How are we alike and different?

Week 4: What are our senses? What can we learn at a museum?

This year, you will be hearing the acronym PBIS often. PBIS stands for Positive Behavior
Intervention Strategies and focuses on teaching children the skills necessary to interact socially and
strategies for problem solving when needed. Our focus topics are: BE KIND and BE SAFE. We will be
spending time this year learning how to be kind and to be safe at school, at home and in the community.

It is going to take some time for the three year olds to adjust to school. Our focus for the time
being is going to be learning the routine and making new friends. We will be working on colors, shapes
and numbers all year, completing projects, playing games and singing songs. We will be working on our
fine motor skills (working with our fingers) completing art projects, playing in the activity tables and
using manipulative toys and on our gross motor skills moving during circle games and playing on the
playground.

The four year old classes will be working on learning basic concept skills in math and English
language arts including the alphabet, counting and cardinality, fine motor skills including writing their
name and social skills including how to be a good friend.

Extra Clothes-Please send extra clothes to leave at school including pants, shirt, socks, and
underwear. If an accident should occur it is helpful to have clothes here should a change be needed. It is
helpful to us if the clothes are in a labeled Ziploc bag.
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Snack- Snack is going to be different for each session. Memorial school is doing breakfast in the
classroom for every student and they have invited our morning classes to participate.

A.M. The morning class will not need a snack from home.

P.M. The afternoon will need to bring a snack to school daily. Please include one nutritious snack and a
drink. Candy and Soda are not allowed. A few suggestions are yogurt, cut up fruit, cheese and crackers
and vegetable sticks. Our school is peanut and tree nut safe so please remember to check the labels on
snacks. Sometimes products may be made in the same factory as peanut products and may contain
traces of peanuts. Occasionally, we will do cooking activities in the classroom. On these days pleasejsendL
a snack as usual.

Important- please let me know if your child has any food allergies.

Toys-We ask that toys be kept at home except on show and tell days. Toys brought to school will be
kept in backpacks.

VoIunteers-We encourage parents, grandparents and guardians to volunteer in the program when
possible. Please let me know if you would like to join us even if it is only for a portion of the day. The
school system requires that each person volunteering in a classroom have a CORI check. If you think you
may want to come in during the year please fill out a CORI form early in the year at the Superintendent's
office on Grove Street.

Family Project- Each month we try to include a family activity to help bridge a home school connection.
Some children view this as their "homework". We encourage families to do each activity together, be as
creative as possible and have fun. Although we are asking families to work on these projects together
they are meant to be child centered and should be mostly their creations. This month we are asking
each family to send in a family picture. The children will have an opportunity to "show and tell" their
picture and then we will be hanging it in the classroom for the rest of the year. All the students love to
look at the pictures often throughout the year.

Scholastic Book Club- Each month I will be sending home a book order form. If you would like to
purchase books please return the form by the date written on back. Make checks payable to Scholastic
Reading Club or order online at Scholastic Bookwww.scholastic.com/reading clubs. Our one-time class
activation code when you register is LT6GT.

Birthday Celebrations - We celebrate with a song and a crown for the birthday boy or girl. Parents are
welcome to send in a snack for the class but it needs to be a packaged snack from the store with the
ingredients listed.
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Communication- It is important for the success of your child that we keep communication open
between home and school. I will not be able to speak with each family personally every day but we will
be able to keep in touch throughout the year in several ways. Please write me a note, send an email or
call the school if you need to contact me. I am available from 8:15 -8:45a.m and 3:00 - 3:30 p.m. at 978-
297-3436. You can also email me at dvaughan@winchendonkl2.org.

If someone other than a parent will be picking up your child we need a written note. That
person will be asked for identification before the child is released. If the same person will be picking up
continually one note is fine for the year.

Upcoming Dates:

"Sctrool Pictures on September 30"'.

Wish List:

Paper Towels

Spoons

Purple glue sticks

craft items

Diaper wipes

Napkins

Tissues

shaving cream

Ziploc bags-sandwich and gallon size

White, non-coated paper plates

salt

Disinfectant wipes
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Thank-You,

Mrs.Vaughan

Ms. Cantin

Ms. Brooks
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Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com


