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Lincoln Lutheran alumni know Lincoln Lutheran Middle/High School is a very special 
place.  I did not realize just how true this was in August, 2001 as I read a job posting 
for the position of Executive Director of the Lincoln Lutheran School Association.

 When I considered applying for the position of Executive Director, I knew very 
little about the school except for the information I read in the recruitment packet.  It 
was apparent that in its long history as a junior high and short history as a high school 

Lincoln Lutheran had 
achieved much and 
was eager to build on 
those achievements. 

 The materials 
included information 
about committed 
faculty, staff, students, 
parents, alumni and 
friends.  They included 
information regarding 
state track and field 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s , 
soccer success and 
outstanding music and 
art programs.  They 
spoke of the nearly 
100% of Lincoln 
Lutheran students 
going on to post-
secondary education.

 Yes ,  the 
materials also spoke 
about significant debt 
and financial needs. 
But, it was quite 
apparent that in 2001, 
with eight participating 
a s s o c i a t i o n 

2nd Annual Alumni Basketball Tournament
The second annual Lincoln Lutheran Boys Basketball Alumni Tournament 

took place on Saturday, May 12, 2007.  The tournament included 
several teams, spanning over 12 years of Lincoln Lutheran 

basketball alumni.  
     Coach Joel Stoltenow has looked forward to this annual 

alumni event.  “Lincoln Lutheran has graduated quality 
Christian leaders for many years.  In that large group there 
is a smaller, very close-knit group of players who share the 
special bond that only teammates can form.  Getting 
them together for a day of “glory days” competition 
and fellowship is just great.  After two very successful 
years, we see God’s Hand in growing this in years to 
come.  I’m privileged to be around this great group 
of Warriors,” says Coach Stoltenow.  

     The tournament is comprised of each team 
registering a minimum of five players from their 
graduating era.  After round-robin play, a 4-team 
bracket is created.  Winners play winners and non-
winners play for third place.  Each team is guaranteed 
three games, which consist of two 20-minute running 
halves.             

 This annual alumni event was formed for the purpose 
of creating a Christ-centered, organized tournament where 
teams from past decades can compete and build pride in belonging 
to the Lincoln Lutheran basketball family.  It is not held as a fundraiser, 
but rather a day of fun for alumni.  The cost is $20 per player and includes a 
three-game guarantee with referees provided, personal jerseys with number, a group 
photo, and a social hour to follow the tournament.

  Individual and team stats are kept and posted for bragging rights for the next 
year.  A trophy engraved with the winners is displayed in the trophy case 

in the school’s main entrance.  A summary of rules is printed on the 
Lincoln Lutheran website (www.lincolnlutheran.org).  Click 

on the Warrior Basketball Website link, then on the Alumni 
Tournament icon.

     Daniel Ziegler, Class of 2005, returned to the 
second alumni tournament this year.  “Last year was 
the first year that we came together for an official 
alumni tournament, which was a lot of fun.  I’ve 
always thought of it as a great idea and hope that it 
gets bigger each year,”  said Ziegler.

     This year’s tournament was held on Saturday, 
May 12  from 9:00am - 3:00pm.  “This year was 
a great turnout.  Let’s make this a tradition worth 
attending.  I hope to see you again next year,” states 
Coach Stoltenow.  The Alumni tournament is looking 

to add a “Classic Division” which would include any 
member of the program, dating back to the school’s 

inception in 1962 as a junior high.  “I know there are 
some ‘experienced’ players out there,”  Stoltenow adds with 

a tone of respectful humor.  “We would  love to see another 
generation of players involved.  The emphasis would be less on 

the up-and-down and more on the social gathering!”  states Coach.  
Contact Coach Joel Stoltenow at jstoltenow@lincolnlutheran.org or by 

calling the school office at 467-5404 if you are interested in the Classic Division 
or would like to be added to the mailing list for announcements on next year’s 
tournament.

Thoughts from Dr. Hammack as he retires       
congregations and their  approxiamtely 8,000 committed 
members,  Lincoln Lutheran had a great potential base of support.  

As I spoke with the search committee, it appeared they were really looking for leadership.  
Leadership to identify plans they needed for future success, contribute ideas to support 
the plans, and work with the appropriate boards and committees to achieve the goals.

 In my 5 ½ years with Lincoln Lutheran, I have come to appreciate just how special 
this mission is and what an honor it is to serve here.  The Lincoln Lutheran supporters I 
have met over the years are incredible.  Many alumni have shared with me very proudly 
that they are graduates of LL, whether it be as a junior high graduate or a high school 
graduate.  It was easy to tell Lincoln Lutheran impacted them greatly in those few years 
spent within Lincoln Lutheran’s walls.  Lincoln Lutheran’s commitment to a Christ-
centered education and the message of the crucified and risen Christ is shared in every 
classroom and experienced by our students every day.  This hallmark makes a Lincoln 
Lutheran education a special experience for so many past, present and future students.  

 I have heard many women say, “I’m a Warrior Mom” and their passion 
for Lincoln Lutheran is very obvious.  Dads, Moms and alumni who perhaps 
currently have no children at LL, provide countless volunteer hours in support 
of the school.  What better testament can a school ask for than that their alumni 
and parents of alumni stay connected with the school and continue to serve the 
ministry as volunteers, through financial gifts, in prayer and as employees.

   As I look at leaving Lincoln Lutheran, I know the Lord called me to a very 
“special” ministry to serve very special people.  I will be eternally grateful for this blessing.  
Keep being special, Lincoln Lutheran. You are a shining lighthouse in a dark world.

Dr. Gary Hammack pictured with Robert Brown, Jr. earlier this school year
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LincoLn Lutheran Foundation
A Look Inside the foundation from Lincoln Lutheran Foundation Treasurer, Rod Smith	

 The LLSA Education Foundation is a religious corporation founded to promote charitable giving in support of Lutheran education.  The Foundation was 
incorporated on December 18, 1978 and twenty-four years later on December 18, 2002, the Foundation obtained a 501C3 Status, making the Foundation 
exempt from federal income tax.  The Foundation Board is responsible for tracking, managing, and growing monetary donations given to support Lutheran 
education.  The Board’s members are chosen from Association congregations.  

 Rod Smith currently serves as the Lincoln Lutheran School Association Foundation (LLSAF) Treasurer.  In his role he administers approximately $140,000 
in funds the Foundation has secured, an amount that has doubled in the last five years.  Donations are made to designated scholarship funds, special project 
funds and as non-designated gifts.  Scholarship/endowment funds are begun for various reasons including:  memorials to a loved one, to honor someone’s 
service to Christian education, to support a specific area of interest such as music or the arts, or to demonstrate the donor’s commitment to the Lutheran 
education system.   

 Gifts to the Foundation can take the form of cash, real property, or stocks & bonds, and may be one-time gifts, planned monthly giving, or deferred 
gifts.   Deferred gifts can be arranged when planning a donor’s estate.  As Rod Smith stated, “Gifts given through estate planning allow people an opportunity 
to leave a final tithe.”  The Foundation’s largest source of non-designated gifts is through United Way contributions.  Those donors who make contributions to 
the United Way may designate LLSAF as the recipient of their contribution.  Thrivent Financial Services will match member gifts and a number of businesses 
will now match their employees’ contributions through corporate matching programs.  There is always a need for non-designated monies which support the 

general scholarship fund used to assist families with tuition at Lutheran schools, operating expenses and special 
events.         

 An area Rod Smith would like to see grow would be the support of the Legacy for Learning Development 
Program.  “I pray this program will increase donations received to support all scholarship funds,” says Smith.  
Scholarships are designated for a broad spectrum of recipients including post secondary scholarships specifically for 
those interested in pursuing the Lord’s work; tuition scholarships to support current/future Lincoln 
Lutheran Middle/High School students; and association elementary school scholarships.  

 “Rod Smith is a blessing to the Foundation both as a member and by doing an excellent job 
in the role of Treasurer,” states Foundation Board President Wil Tewes. 

 Rod attended Bloomfield, NE Community Schools, including four years of parochial school 
at Trinity Lutheran Bloomfield and graduated from UNL with his Degree in Business, Accounting and 
Finance Majors.  He and Gayle, his wife have three daughters:  Lindsay, a 2006 LL graduate; Alicia, 
currently a freshman at LL; and Erika, a second grader at Trinity Elementary School.  

The Lincoln Lutheran School Association Foundation exists to help individuals   
 share God’s love with others by providing support for Lutheran education

                              
For more information on investing in the LLSAF, please contact Patti at the school office at 467-5404 or pgunther@lincolnlutheran.org

Rod Smith, LLSAF Treasurer

11th Annual Lincoln Lutheran
 “Fore for Youth”

 Golf Classic 
Monday July 9, 2007

Yankee Hill Country Club

Entry Registration: $125 per golfer by June 15, 2007
After June 15th, $150 per golfer

Check In/Registration: 10:30am
Lunch: 10:45am
Shotgun Tee Off: 12 Noon
Awards Dinner: 6:00 pm
It’s not too early to plan your team of 

four!  Enter a team, donate hole prizes 
or become a sponsor!  Call or email 
Patti at 402-467-5404 or pgunther@

lincolnlutheran.org. 

2nd Annual “Speed Golf” Fundraiser for Lincoln Lutheran Boys and 
Girls Golf Teams: 7:30-11:00 am

2007 Gala & Auction 
Raised Over $90,000!

Over 500 guests attended the 12th Annual event, 
held at the downtown Lincoln Embassy Suites on 
March 17, 2007.  The largest amount of support 
ever was raised this year, with over $90,000 
pledged in support to Lincoln Lutheran.  Guests 
could bid on 25 live auction items, as well as over 

300 silent auction items.  Auction items included a private tour 
and dinner with Governor Heineman and the First Lady Sally 
Ganem, PGA Golf tickets with hotel package, a week stay in a 
Florida condo, a 42” Sony Plasma TV, Husker Baseball package 
with 20 skybox tickets, and much more.  
 On behalf of Lincoln Lutheran Middle/High School, we 
would like to thank everyone involved with the success of this 
event.  We are excited for you to join us next year on April 19, 
2008 for the 2008 Gala & Auction!



Alumni Spotlight Page 3May 2007

                              

A time of transition is how Chris Ahlman’s (‘98) experience at 
Lincoln Lutheran can be described.  Chris was the first graduating 
senior of Lincoln Lutheran High School to walk across the stage 

and receive his diploma from then principal, Dan Heibel.    “This 
transition occurred on a number of levels,” said Chris.  “A basic, general 
level from childhood to adulthood, as is common 
to everyone throughout their school years.  Another 
level pertained to my musicianship, going from a 
high hobby to that of a vocation.  Finally, to the 
level of personal position in relation to the Office 
of the Holy Ministry, steadily progressing from a 
deep respect to a commitment in preperation for 
the sacred task.  All this occurred in the context 
of a greater transition at Lincoln Lutheran:  a 7-

9 junior high school 
emerging into a 7-12 
junior-senior high 
school.  Transition 
marked my time at 
LL in a multi-faceted 
way,” states Chris.  

            Attending LL allowed Chris 
to develop his spirituality, enhance 
his abilities, and explore further 

possibilities.  “Looking back at my time spent at Lincoln Lutheran, 
I am grateful for the supportive teachers, avenues for musical and 
artistic success, the experiences of sheer joy and true heartache, 
and the opportunities to make my family proud,”  says Chris.  
 Chris and Elizabeth (nee Meckler) Ahlman were married on 

March 10, 2007 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Chapel 
in Iowa City, IA.  They met at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri during Chris’s 
Seminary IV year, when he arrived back from 
his vicarage at Our Savior Lutheran Church 
in Raleigh, North Carolina.  This was his last 
year at Concordia Seminary and Elizabeth’s 
first year, having been enrolled in the Deaconess 
program.  They started dating in January 2006, 
were engaged on Aug. 13th, 2006 and were 
married seven months later.  Elizabeth will 
graduate in May from Concordia Seminary with 
an MA in Exegetical Theology and will begin 
her 12-month diaconal internship at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Elkhart, Indiana.   
 Attending Lincoln Lutheran High School 

made attending Concordia University-Nebraska a logical place for Chris 
to further his education.  “I enrolled as an organ performance student as 
well as a pre-seminary student, which then put me in excellent standing 
with respect to graduate schools: first, Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, 

Leslie Drees (’01) decided to become a Lutheran teacher after 
receiving a guiding foundation at Lincoln Lutheran.  “I had 
always wanted to be a teacher, but while attending Lincoln 

Lutheran,  I realized why I really wanted to.  I wanted to be able to 
share God’s love to young people and help them develop in their walk 
with Christ through my teaching,” stated Leslie.  After graduating 
from Concordia-Seward in May 2006, Leslie accepted her first call 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa at Trinity Lutheran School.  She teaches K-8 
Music and Band and also coaches 7th-8th grade girls basketball. 
  Looking back on the foundation that her Lutheran education 
built for her, she states, “My faith grew tremendously at Lincoln 
Lutheran because Christ was at the center of everything; the 
classroom, the gym, the music room.  That foundation is something 
that I still hold on to today and build my life on.  That’s why I decided 
to become a Lutheran teacher.  I want to be able to give my students 
what my teachers gave me.  There is nothing more exciting than seeing 
those moments in my classroom when students express their faith in 
Jesus!”  

   
   
   
   

     

Looking back, Leslie is grateful for the friends she made and the 
experiences she had while attending Lincoln Lutheran.  “I would not 
have had it any other way.  I was very blessed to spend my 7th-12th 
grades and to be a member of the 4th graduating class; seeing firsthand 
the Lord’s amazing work in blessing us and Lincoln with a Lutheran 
high school,” recalls Leslie.
  Leslie’s teaching position in Cedar Rapids has kept her very 
busy.  Along with teaching three seperate band classes, she has taken 
on the 5th grade accelerated math class.  “My experience here has been 
great.  I have been welcomed here like I could have never imagined 
and now I have lots of Iowa friends.  My first Call has been the perfect 
fit,” says Leslie.  
 

     
 

 

Each issue will highlight several Alumni that have been led by Him to continue the ministry of the Lord’s word in their lives and careers.  If you know  of a 

fellow alumni that you feel should be highlighted, please send your suggestion to the LLAA.  See contact information on the bottom of page 8.

“Lincoln Lutheran 
supported the 
foundation already 
laid by Christ 
Himself through 
His means of grace 
and His called and 
ordained servants .”

Leslie Drees, ‘01            
Music and Band Teacher at 
Trinity Lutheran School in 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

        Leslie Drees with her students at Trinity Lutheran School in Cedar Rapids, Iowa

“For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.”  -Jeremiah 29:11

Chris Ahlman, ‘98           
Chris and Elizabeth 
Ahlman were married 
March 10, 2007

MO, where I received my Master of Divinity and my candidacy for 
ordination in the LCMS; and secondly (and currently) the University of 
Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, where I’m enrolled in the Master 
of Sacred Music, concentrating in organ performance,” states Chris.
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Nancy (‘67) Susan (‘69) John (‘71) Rory (‘71) Royce (‘73) Jim(‘75) Bill (‘77) Rhonda (‘80) Amy (‘80)

To meet Don Lohrberg, it is evident that Lutheran education is as dear 
to his heart as it was nearly 60 years ago when he was a member of 
the first Lincoln Lutheran School Association Board.  Mr. Lohrberg 

has always been a part of the Lutheran education in Lincoln, Nebraska.  In 
1934 he was already the second generation to attend Trinity Grade School, 
which was located at Trinity Lutheran Church in downtown Lincoln.  His 
mother, Marie (Stamm) Lohrberg completed ninth grade there in 1915.   
This tradition of learning the Gospel through education continued with all 
nine of Don & Lawanna Lohrberg’s children, who all attended LLJHS.
  Don Lohrberg is a quiet, faithful and determined supporter of Lutheran 
education and was one of a small group of people that had the vision and the 
courage to launch the association. He was one of the founding board members 
in the late 1950’s. He also chaired the building committee for the “new” 
Trinity Lutheran school built next to LLJHS.  Later he was very involved 
in the expansion of LLJHS to add the addition of a senior high school. 

 
The Lohrberg children all had the chance to attend the very school that 
their father helped pioneer.  When asked what it meant to see his children 
attend LLJHS he stated, “It has always been a part of my life.  There was 
no question that my children would attend the school.”  The Lohrberg kids 
attended LLJHS over a 15 year time span from 1965 - 1980.  Looking 
back at her time here at Lincoln Lutheran, Amy Lohrberg remembers how 
important it was to have Christ in her life during her middle school years.  
“One thing I do remember thinking after being in college, is that I was more 
in tune with my own faith walk while at Lincoln Lutheran, which is such 

Paving the Way
     with Faith and Dedication a testament as to how powerful daily nutrition of the Word is,” stated Amy.  

 
 
The Lohrberg family is truly a blended family between the Lohrberg and 
Mueller families.  In 1965,  Don Lohrberg married Lawanna Mueller after 
each lost their spouses to an early death.  At the time, the Lohrberg family 
consisted of six siblings, and the Mueller family consisted of three.  As the 
families joined they came to realize that not only their families had merged, 
but that their faith became the foundation of their family.  As Nancy 
(Lohrberg) Petrie remembers, “Middle school years can be a challenge no 
matter what’s going on in your life.  For me ‘seventh grade confusion’ was 
complicated by  the loss of our mother.  I have strong memories of teachers 
who consistently communicated the hope that is ours through faith.  Being a 
part of the Lincoln Lutheran community was a life-saver during those years.”  
 Don Lohrberg, together with the dedication, time and prayers of many 
other founding board members, planted the seed for the ministry of Lincoln 
Lutheran.   In return, Lincoln Lutheran provided a foundation of the Gospel 
to  his, and hundreds  of other children in Lincoln, Nebraska.    “The Gospel is 
taught at Lincoln Lutheran by great, dedicated teachers,”  stated Don Lohrberg.  
 Fellow founding board member, Elmer Schroeder has 
know Don Lohrberg most of his life and they were both active 
members in the development of Lincoln Lutheran in the early years.  
“Don Lohrberg was one of the outstanding members of the LCMS churches 
in Lincoln who planned and developed the Lincoln Lutheran Schools 
Association,”  states Elmer Schroeder.  The Lohrberg family has left memories 
with countless people and a legacy for Lincoln Lutheran Middle/High School.    

Turn to page 6 for updates on several of the Lohrberg children 

A Lincoln LutheranFamily 

Anchoring ofFaith

“I was back in Lincoln over the holidays and having been 
away from Lincoln for about 23 years I’m always amazed at 

the progress Lincoln Lutheran has made since I was there.  
The high school basketball teams were always on the news 
or in the paper.  Of course, back then we just had a junior 
high.  My grandpa L.A. Lohrberg was proud of LLJHS, but 
he envisioned what has become your school today.  He’d 

pick me up from school and talk about all the space that 
was available for future expansion.  He asked me what my 
brothers and sisters were doing, and I said they were up 

at the bowling alley.  They all loved walking up there as the 
school bowled together on Friday after school.  He said, 

‘Well, maybe one day we’ll have our own bowling alley right 
here with the high school.’  I don’t know if you have a bowling 

alley, but I’m sure you’re proud of what you do have.”

- Jim LohrbergFront Row: Don, Lu, Amy; Middle Row: Jim, Sue, Rhonda; 
Back Row: Royce, Rory, Nancy, Bill, John
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was taught to me or the classroom in which it was 
taught,” recalls Amanda.  She felt her teachers truly 

knew her and were willing to share their own lives, which helped her 
become who she is today.  “Attending LL allowed me to participate 
in a large variety of extra curricular activities that helped me develop 
as a person and contributed to a well-rounded education.  I’m grateful 
for the commitment and patience of my teachers, the ability to learn 
in a Christian environment, and the opportunity to exercise leadership 
- particularly in the area of spirituality,” recalls Amanda.  Her parents 
led by example by “teaching me the importance of being responsible 
and conscientious, and also of not taking things too seriously, 

Amanda Kuehn graduated from LL in 2005 and 
currently attends Northwestern College in Orange 
City, Iowa.  She is majoring in Writing/Rhetoric 
with minors in Psychology and Youth Ministry 
& Adolescent Studies.  Amanda remembers the 
wonderful relationships she had with her teachers and 
the way this influenced her personal development.  
“I remember the relationships, the laughter and the 
unintentional learning far more than the material that 

Abigail Kuehn states that her parents lead 
by example by sacrificing things that they 
could be doing in order to be there for their 
family and by living their lives to please 
Christ.  She is currently a junior at LL and 
is thankful for attending a school where 
she can share Christ with others while 
growing in her faith.  “I’ve been blessed 
with exceptional teachers and an education 
that I know is secure.  One of my former 
teachers, Mrs. Schudel has made an 
impact on my life not only educationally, 

but I learn so much about life and how to live the best I can 
for Christ from her.  Her strength and wisdom truly inspires 
me,” Abbie states.  The encouraging environment and the 
vast amount of opportunities that LL has to offer is what she 
will remember most.  “Knowing that I can easily share my 
troubles and receive great advice is such a blessing.  Those 
people who sacrifice a lot to keep this ministry and school 
going while receiving little to no recognition,” is what Abbie 
is grateful for at LL.  “Lincoln Lutheran has struggles like 
anywhere else, but it’s how we deal with those struggles and 
work with one another that makes us stand out,” she says.

“What I remember most about my time at LL was the staff.  I felt I could 
approach them about everything, not just school work.  Mr. Ziems inspired 
me the most - his passion and zeal, not only for science, but more importantly 
for his faith and his family.  As a teacher, he unlocked the potential I had to 
push myself as far as I could go, “ stated Aaron.  Aaron was grateful for the 
commitment of the teachers and staff for providing a high quality education 
in an atmosphere of faith.  He states that his parents modeled to him how to 
communicate with other people.  “Whether it’s someone you are close to or 
a stranger, people are people and should be treated with respect and dignity, 
they were models of faith and integrity for me,” recalls Aaron.  He  graduated 

from Concordia-Nebraska in 2006 and currently attends Concordia Seminary in St.Louis.  

“And what does the Lord 
require of you?  To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.--Micah 
6:8 

This   passage  is engraved  in  
memoriam to Neola Kuehn, 
the mother of Ron, Gerald 

(Jerry) and Vern Kuehn at the base 
of one of the flagpoles in front of 
LL.  The flagpole was donated by  
LaVerne Kuehn in 1999 as both a 

memorial to his wife as well as for the 
recognition of the impact that LL has 

had on the Kuehn family.   The flagpole presently flies the Christian flag everyday. Neola and 
LaVerne Kuehn were longtime members at Trinity Lutheran and enrolled their children at Trinity 
Elementary and LL in the mid-1960’s.  Jerry, Ron and Vern attended LLJHS over the years of 

After completing ninth grade at LLJHS in 
1979, Ron’s younger brother, Vern Kuehn 
graduated from LNE in 1982.  He  earned his 
BS Degree in Construction Management from 
UNL and earned his MBA from the University 
of Kansas.  He is the Project Executive for 
the Kiewit Building Group, Inc. in Omaha, 
NE.  Vern is married to Kris and together 
they have two children Ryan and Justin. 

Ron Kuehn attended LLJHS from 1969-1972 and 
clearly recalls the caring and “real” Christian teachers 
who not only taught the Word but expressed it in their 
daily lives at LL.  “The foundation that the teachers 
gave me was a foundation for the rest of my life,” Ron 
stated.  This foundation included choosing to have his 
own children attend LL for junior and senior high 
school.  Ron says that, “LL is an eternal investment 
that has a long-term payoff.  The teachers here 
have an impact on the students not only while they 
attend LL, but long after as they make the harder 

decisions in life after high school.”   He attended high school at Lincoln 
Northeast and graduated from UNL in 1980 with a BS in Mathematics 
and minor in Actuarial Science.  He has been employed with Ameritas 
Life Insurance since 1991.  Ron and his wife Jayne, met at Northeast 
High School and were married in 1980 at Trinity Lutheran Church and 
have “dated” ever since!  Jayne is a native “Lincolnite” and they have 
three children:  Aaron, Amanda and Abigail.  Jayne is thankful for the 
environment that Lincoln Lutheran provides, not only spiritually, but 
academically as well.  In seeing how Aaron and Amanda were prepared 
for entering college, Jayne has seen LL provide many opportunities for 
Christian values to be taught, caught, and modeled while also providing 
a high quality education.  Jayne says, “The teachers are phenomenal; 
they care about the kids and develop great relationships with them.”  

Ron Kuehn
LLJHS Class of 1972

Aaron Kuehn
LLHS Class of 2002

Jerry Kuehn, Ron’s older brother, completed 
ninth grade at LLJHS in 1967 and graduated 
from Lincoln Northeast in 1970.  He earned his 
BS Degree from UNL, College of Engineering-
Construction Mangement in 1975.  After moving 
to Omaha for his first job, he has been there 
ever since.  Jerry married Mary Beth Stoker 
in 1978.  They have three daughters Melissa, 
Nicole and Andrea.  Jerry is the owner and 
President of Porter Trustin Carlson Co. which 
is a commercial and industrial building material 
distributor.  He purchased the business in 1998.  

Abigail Kuehn
LLHS Class of 2008

The Kuehn Family: back row - Amanda, Ron, Abigail, 
front row - Jayne and Aaron

The memorial flagpole and plaque to Neola 
Kuehn, in front of Lincoln Lutheran

Gerald Kuehn
LLJHS Class of 1967

Vern Kuehn
LLJHS Class of 1979

1965-1979.  Gerald (Jerry) Kuehn states, “I  am very proud of the parents God has blessed me with 
and the example that they provided.  This same influence was reinforced at LL where the teachers 
had some of the same leadership skills as your parents.  Therefore at school, the student was able to 
recognize the same influences that your parents were building on, they complimented each other.”  
 The Kuehn family has had a presence at Lincoln Lutheran for over forty years.  Ron Kuehn 
served  on the LLSA Board of Directors from 1999-2006 and was the most recent past president of 
the Board.  Over the years he has been a member of a variety- of committees that have served Lincoln 
Lutheran.  “Ron Kuehn is the personification of a servant leader.  He is a blessing to his Lord, his 
family, his church, and to Lincoln Lutheran,”  states LL Executive Director, Dr. Gary Hammack.  
The Kuehn family has made a positive impact on the mission of LL and when asked, they quickly 
responded to tell their stories of how Lincoln Lutheran has and continues to impact their own lives.        

Amanda Kuehn
LLHS Class of 2005

accepting mistakes and forgiving others,” states Amanda.
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Josh Gonzales, LCPL Marine Corps is currently serving our country in Iraq.  He deployed 
in April 2007 and will serve a 7-12 month 
tour.  This is his second tour abroad after 
serving in Kuwait in 2006.  Josh is a Lincoln 
Lutheran Graduate of the Class of 2000.  You 
can write to Josh at the following address:  

LCPL Gonzales, Joshua Lee
 1st BN 4th Mar Bravo Co

 Unit 40260
  FPO AP 96426-0260

Please keep Josh and all of our military troops
         in your prayers.

Jon Ziegler, Concordia Univeristy senior and graduate of 
Lincoln Lutheran High School Class of 2002

Jon Ziegler, Lincoln 
Lutheran Class of 
2002  and Concordia 
University-Nebraska 
senior, was recently named 
Concordia University 
Male Athlete of the 
Year for 2007.  Ziegler’s 
athletic career at CU has 
been marked by numerous 
achievements.     Jon 
recently set an all-time 
record for Concordia by 
becoming the school’s all-
time leading scorer in the 
final season home game on 
February 17, 2007.  Jon 
also scored a career-high 
47 points and became the 
Bulldogs all-time leading 
scorer.  Ziegler  surpassed 
the 2,000 point mark for 
his career as well, breaking 
a CU 36-year record.  

For his performance 
he was recognized as the 
NAIA Division II Men’s 
Basketball Player of the 
Week.  According to 
Concordia head coach 

D a v i d 
V o o r m a n , 
Lincoln Lutheran 
Class of 2004, 
will graduate from 
Concordia University-
Nebraska in May 2007 
with his bachelor’s 
degree in history and 
communication.  He 
will then be off to 
Washington, D.C. for  
his first job, working 
in the office of records 
management in the 
White House.  This job 
offer was a result of an 
internship that he had 
in the same office in 
the summer of 2006.  

Voorman believes that his participation on the debate team at Concordia was 
an instrumental part of his preperation.  “Debate has provided me experiences 
and education that will benefit me for the rest of my life,” said Voorman.

Recalling his education at Lincoln Luthrean High School, David credits Mr. Bassett, LL 
History teacher with providing  his foundation and interest in politics.  “Mr. Bassett’s American 
Government and Current Events classes, along with his support have been instrumental.  It was his 
encouragement that prompted my interest in the political process.  His influence over my decision 
to start volunteering has led to amazing opportunites, including this one,”  stated Voorman. 

Grant Schmidt, Ziegler is the first Bulldog, in his 17-year coaching 
career, to be named the NAIA Men’s Basketball Player of the Week.  

In addition to scoring, Ziegler also had 762 rebounds, 287 assists 
and 223 steals during his 128 games as a Bulldog.  Other career titles 
include:  NAIA National Player of the Week, NAIA All-American  
3rd Team, 1st Team GPAC All-Conference (2 years in a row), 2006-
2007 GPAC Defensive Player of the Year, NAIA National Tournament-
All Tournament Team 2005, MVP of the CU Team 2005-2006 season  
and 2006-2007 season, CU Defensive Player of the Year 2006-2007.    

Class Notes is a section where our 
alumni can share personal updates 
with each other.  If you would like to 
have your news included, please contact 
us at alumni@lincolnlutheran.org, 
call Kristine Wolfe at 467-5404 or by 
mailing us at 1100 N. 56th St, Lincoln, 
NE 68504. You are a Lincoln Lutheran 
Alumn if you attended Jr. High and/or 
High School during any time period.

1960’s – La Vonne Carol 
(Hudson) Uffelman ‘64, earned her 
BS from UNL in 1972 and her MPE from 
UNL in 1978.  She completed her second 
Master’s Degree in Health Education 
in 1992.  She was employed by Lincoln 
Public Schools for 33 years as a Health & 
Physical Educator and retired in 2004.  
She is married to Jean A. Uffelman 
and they have two daughters, Amber 
Uffelman Gillespie and Ashley Uffelman.  

Nancy (Lohrberg) Petrie ‘67, 
continued her education at Lincoln 
Southeast after LLJHS and then to 
Concordia-Seward.  She was an educator 
in Lutheran and public schools in 
Nebraska, California, Colorado, and 
Oregon.  She was married June 2, 2006 to 

David Petrie.  They juggle time between 
residences in Fullerton, CA, where Dave is 
a professor of Business at CSU Fullerton, 
and Beaverton, OR, where Nancy serves 
as a Thrivent Financial associate.  Two 
sons live in Oregon; Jason Drews (with 
wife Amy and son Carson) and Nathan 
Drews.  Daughter Julie Schneider resides 
in Los Angeles with her husband, Aaron.

John Lohrberg ‘71, is currently a 
Family Physician in Omaha, working 
for Methodist Physicians Clinic.  He 
and his wife,  Amy Peck have three kids 
ages 9, 12 and 15.  He would love to hear 
from anyone who attended LLJHS back 
in the late ‘60s and early ‘70s.  He can 
be reached at john.lohrberg@nmhs.org

Bill Lohrberg ‘77, lives in Lincoln 
with his wife Mary Person and their two 
children, Lee (age 17) and Katherine 
(age 12).  He works in Professional 
Audio and is a part-time musician.

1980’s - Amy (Lohrberg) Seiler 
‘80, lives in Lincoln and is married to Jim 
Seiler.  They have a daughter Micheala Patt 
(age 15) and a stepson Jay Seiler (age 28).  

Tina (Lofgren) Smith ‘83, received her 
Master’s Degree at Doane College and is 
currently a Midwest Region Sales Manager 
for Unitrin Insurance.  She was married 
to David Smith in Feb. 2007 and she has 
a step-son, Zach Smith.  They currently 
reside in Watertown, South Dakota.  

Andrea (Roeber) Veleba ‘85,  
graduated from Raymond Central High 
School and received her Bachelors of 
Music Education Degree from Hastings 
College.  She taught for several years in 
the Hastings area before marrying Neal 
Veleba.  Together they live in Pawnee 
City with their third grade son, Thomas.  
Andrea works at his school in Pawnee City 
as the band instructor for grades 4-12.  
Neal works at Beatrice Iron and Metal.  
She can be reached at aveleba@esu6.org. 

1990’s - Kimberly Loontjer 
‘99, is completing a JD/MA at the 
University of Denver Graduate School of 
International Studies this year, after three 
years at the University of Nebraska College 
of Law. After graduation and the bar exam, 
she hopes to get a job in international 
relations and law, or election law.

K i m 
( A s c h e ) 
Luttringer 
‘99, married 
R y a n 
Lut t r i nge r 
in 2003 and 
has three 
c h i l d r e n , 
P e y t o n 
(Age 5), Riley (Age 2) and Kalli (Age 
7 months).  They recently moved from 
Ceresco, Nebraska to an acreage in 
Elizabeth, Colorado.  Kim previously 
worked as a representative for PayPal in 
Omaha and is currently a stay at home 
mom with a small online business.  
Ryan is a retail investigator for Kroger.

Anne (Middendorf) Meyer ‘99,
graduated from Concordia University-
Nebraksa in 2003 and recently received 
her Master’s Degree in Musicology on May 
18, 2007 from Washington University in 
St. Louis, MO.  She receieved a doctoral 
fellowship at Washington University 
in 2005, and may now continue a 
Doctor’s degreee in Musicology.  
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Wallace Brueggemann was 
installed as principal of Lincoln 
Lutheran Junior High School 

on February 4, 1968 after moving from 
Independence, Missouri where he had 
served as principal and DCE at Messiah 
Lutheran from 1964-1968.  Becoming a 
Lutheran educator was Mr. Brueggemann’s 
plan since childhood, attending Concordia 
High School in River Forest, Illinois and 
then graduating from Concordia Teachers 
College-River Forest in 1952.  He then 
received his Masters in Education from 
Indiana Univeristy.  Mr. Brueggemann was 
the principal at LLJHS from 1968-1987.   

While serving his internship at St. Paul 
in Hammond, Indiana he met his future 
wife, Betty while teaching Sunday school 
together.  They were married in September, 

1951.  During their years at Valparaiso they 
had their first son, Phil.  Their second son 

Mark came four years later when they lived in Danville.  Mr. Brueggemann’s skills 
were his strength, evident during his ministry in Danville where it is noted that he 
succeeded in doubling enrollment, and initiated what was then a new “modern” 
math curriculum.  He also started foreign 
language and instrumental music programs.  

The move to Lincoln provided the 
opportunity to work in the Junior High 
school level with hopes of someday expanding 
to a High School program.  He found his 
ministry in Lincoln rewarding, evident by his 
19 years of service.  He had a committment 
and love for the LLJHS ministry.  Hard 
work and tireless effort was the rule, not 
the exception.  His son Mark Brueggemann 
recalls, “I’ll always remember that following 
dinner he would often head ‘back to the 
office’.  You would often find the lights still 
on at the school well into the night, be it for 
meetings or preperation for the next day.”  

A Christ-centered education was always 
important to Principal Brueggemann.  An 
ongoing emphasis of his ministry was to 
prepare young people to be living examples of 
their Christianity and to be witnesses.  This was 
often the theme in his chapel services and in the school’s religious instruction.  A 
Christian atmosphere was always stressed in how students and staff interacted.  

Mr. Brueggemann also enjoyed the classroom setting with Government and 
Civics classes being among his favorites.  He enjoyed working with the students 
in Student Council as well.  He took special pride in the school’s extra curricular 
accomplishments in basketball and the school band program headed up by Ed Martin.  

In 1987, Mr. Brueggemann moved 
on to a successful career with AAL 
Insurance.  However, this did not mean 
an end to his serving the Lord.  He 
was part of the Lincoln Kiwanis Club, 
volunteered for Meals-on-Wheels, and 
remained active at Redeemer Church.  
His love for our Lord was always evident 
in how he lived until his unexpected 
death in 1993.  Betty Brueggemann 
played a big part in his ministry.  She 
faithfully supported him through many 
tough career decisions.  She remained 
involved wherever she could and took 
a sincere interest in the success of the 
Junior High.  At the same time she 
worked full time as an administrative 
assistant at American Signature Printing, 

while having her hands full with the             
no small job of raising two young boys.

W a l l a c e 
and Betty 
Brueggemann 
m a d e  a 
good team, 
feeding off of 
each other’s 
s t r e n g t h s .  
Betty brought 
a  l e v e l of 
toughness that 
encour aged 
Wallace when 
dealing with 
d i f f i c u l t 
matters.  At 
the same time, 
he provided 
a calming 
i n f l u e n c e 
for her in her life.  Their love for our Lord strengthened their love 
for each other.  This came through in how they raised their family 
and through the many friendships they developed over the years.  

Following Mr. Brueggemann’s death, Mrs. Brueggemann finished 25 years 
as an administrative assitant, followed by a 
move to Grafton, Wisconsin to spend some 
enjoyable years with her family.  She closely 
followed the lives of her granddaughters - 
“her sweeties”, and was able to share in many 
family experiences up to her recent death.  

Wallace and Betty Brueggemann are 
survived by son Mark and his wife Karen, 
along with granddaughters Alison and Katie.  
Alison will be following in her grandpa’s 
footsteps, as well as her mom’s by entering 
the Lutheran teaching ministry next fall.  
Mark states, “I can only imagine the level 
of pride Dad would have as she graduates 
from Valparaiso Univeristy this year.”  
Katie has just begun at St. Cloud State 
University pursuing a sports management 
degree.  After providing invaluable and 
loving care for his mother over the last few 
years, Phil has moved to Arizona where 

he is self-employed as a financial consultant.  

“Reflecting on the lives of Mom and Dad serves as a strong reminder 
of what Christian Ministry is about.  It highlights the sacrifices and 
joy that comes with serving the Lord.  Their journey together touched 
the lives of hundreds of students, friends, coworkers, and family.  Their 
mission was one of overwhelming influence,” said Mark Brueggemann.  

Mr. Brueggemann, LLJHS Principal 
from 1968-87 

Mr. Brueggemann teaching his Government Class in the 1970’s

Princiapl Brueggemann leading the LLJHS Student Council

Princiapl Brueggemann leading chapel at LLJHSWallce and Betty Brueggemann
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The WARRIOR WITNESS 
is a publication of the Lincoln 
Lutheran Alumni Association 
(LLAA) for the alumni and 
friends of Lincoln Lutheran.  
Articles, photos and news can be 
submitted to the address below.

LLAA
Attn: Kristine Wolfe
1100 N. 56th Street
Lincoln, NE  68504

or email at:
alumni@lincolnlutheran.org

Any opinions expressed in the 
WARRIOR WITNESS are not the 
official opinion of Lincoln Lutheran 
Middle/High School unless specifically 
stated.  Submitted updates and photos 
may be edited for clarity, content or 
length.
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 To become a member, please fill ouT The 
informaTion below:

 name

 address

 ciTy    sTaTe  Zip

 home phone

 work phone

 email address

    please include check or money order wiTh membership form.   
mail To:  llaa, 1100 n. 56Th sT., lincoln, ne  68504

  

JOIN THE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION TODAY!

 Single Annual Membership ............................$10

 Lifetime Membership ...................................$150

 Additional Pledge to LLAA........................$____

Update Your Information!
If you would like to provide your information for the next issue, 

please fill out this portion and submit to the same address listed at left, 
or email at: alumni@lincolnlutheran.org

 Year of LLJHS or LLHS Graduation:    

 Education:      

 Occupation:      

 Marriages:

 Children:

 Other:

 Names of Alumni You Would Like to Find:

The LLAA has a database of alumni contact information.  Please indicate 
below if you do not give permission to share your contact information 
with fellow Alumni.

          

   No, I do not give permission to share my contact information.  
Keep my information for mailing list only.

Summer Reunion News

The 2007 Reunion is 
currently being planned.  If 
you would like to help out 
or would like to find out 
more information, please 
contact Kim Lootnjer at:
kimsueloo@yahoo.com

 

Akins, Christopher
Allen, Harley
Barbar, Bana
Bartels, Rachel
Bate, Kellie
Beckman, Nichole
Brennan, Hannah
Brozek, Lacey
Bruggeman, Emily
Chieng, Nya

Codr, Joshua
Dakan, Janine
Deeter, Alex
Dolezal, Lauren
Dulac, Michelle
Gerdes, Amy
Hanson, Luke
Hedlund, Alyssa
Hein, Molly
Hellerich, Clarissa

Hohbein, Morgan
Hybl, Patrick
McKinney, Alesia
Metschke, Tyler
Millard, Molly
Munroe, Mackenzie
Nannen, Craig
Nyhoff, Lauryn
Pflughaupt, Renee
Rasmussen, Kyann

Reetz, Jameson
Sanchez, Jamie
Schultz, Caroline
Smith, Andrew
Snoozy, Kayla
Soenksen, Timothy
Swearer, Brian
Synhorst, David
Tewes, Jacob
Thelen, Allison

Van Nostrand,            
        Justin

Weishahn, Matthew
Wilcox, Stephanie
Wirak, Ida
Wolf, Nicholas
Wurst, Jeremy
Zieg, Steven

Congratulations to the Class of 2007!
“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; Do not be discouraged, 
For the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  -Joshua 1:9


