
 

Beginning of School Year Reminders 
Parking Lot 

 Drive slow and stay alert. 

 Student Pick Up and Drop Off 

Do not leave your car in the drop off lanes! 

Do not drive in the bus lanes during arrival and dismissal times. 

Pick-up and Drop-off  

 Students should not be dropped off before 8:40 am. (Students who attend the 

breakfast program may be dropped off at 8:30 am.  

 Students must be signed in at the main office if they are dropped off after 9:00 am. 

 Students will not be dismissed during the end of the day Lockdown. (1:10-1:20 p.m. or 3:10-3:20 p.m.) 

Student Breakfast & Lunch 

 Utilize the prepay breakfast and lunch program. 

 HPE has a Closed Lunch. Adults are not permitted to join students for lunch. 

 Students Buying Snacks 

 Students in grades K-2 will be able to purchase a snack on Fridays. 

 Students in grades 3-5 can purchase a snack with their lunch each day. 

 HPE offers Breakfast in a Bag. No matter how late students arrive to school, they are able to get breakfast.  

 If your child has a balance of $30.00 or more, he/she will be provided with a humanitarian meal. The price of 

a full price lunch is $2.35 and reduced lunch is $.40.  

Class Celebrations and Birthday Party Policy 

 To maintain the integrity of the instructional program and to ensure the safety of all students, Hawthorne’s instructional 
staff will enforce the following practice:  There will be no birthday celebrations held during the school day.  If parents 
bring birthday treats, the instructional staff will distribute them to individual students at the end of the school day, dur-
ing dismissal. 

Communicating with Your Child’s Teacher 

 Utilize Emails, Agenda Books, and/or Notes 

 Students grades can be accessed through Genesis. 

General Reminders 

 Regularly, update you emergency contact information. Only people written on the emergency cards will be 

permitted to sign students out. Those individuals must be 18 years or older. 

  All visitors must have proper I.D.  

 No teacher meetings will be held before the start of school. Emergencies should be reported to the coun-

selor. 

 All visitors must sign-in at the main office and wear a visitor’s badge. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS MRS. SPRING  

Hawthorne Park Elementary School is very excited to announce our very own Mrs. Michelle-Anne Spring 
has been recognized as the 2019-2020 Burlington County Teacher of the Year.  We are very fortunate to 

have such an esteemed person amongst us. She has been a classroom teacher with our school for the past 

seven years. Her commitment to children, dedication to the school, and availability to parents makes her an 

excellent and dynamic teacher! 



HPE School 2019-2020 School Program Highlights 

Standards-Based Report Cards 

This school year the Willingboro Public Schools will  be introducing Standards-Based report cards for all stu-
dents in Pre-K-4 grades.  The school district is moving away from the traditional report cards with assessing 

students’ course work and then providing them with marking-period letter grades (i.e., A, B, C, D, F) and mov-

ing towards assessing students against them meeting the subject’s grade-level learning standards.   

 

Student progress is reported using proficiency scales. Specific data points will be used to determine proficien-

cy.  Elementary Genesis Gradebooks will not be viewable to parents. Only at the end of the trimester, the 
student’s data will be revealed.  

 

Trimesters Report Cards & Progress Reporting 

 

The school district is moving away from quarterly marking periods to trimesters– that means report cards will 
no longer be distributed four times per marking period. Instead, they will be distributed three times 

(trimester).  

GRADES 1-4:  TRIMESTER REPORTING PERIODS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast in a Bag 

At no cost, breakfast will be provided for all students who participate in the Free and Reduced Lunch pro-

gram. Students can report to school from 8:25-8:40 a.m. to eat breakfast in the cafeteria. Students who ar-

rive to school after 8:50 a.m. can pick up a  “Breakfast in a Bag” and eat their breakfast in the 

classroom. There is a cost of $1.45 for students who would like to purchase breakfast.  

(If you have not filled out a lunch application for this school year, please notify the school and we will be sure to 
send one home with your child. The cut off date for last year’s lunch applications is October 1, 2019.  So, please 
complete and submit the lunch application form if you haven’t filled one out for this school year. Please make 
sure to do so in order for your child’s status to remain the same. If a new lunch application form is not completed 

and submitted by October 1, 2019, the student will be charged.) 

Student Mental Health  

This school year, the school community will focus on student mental health. We will be exploring preventative 

and intervention programs (i.e. mindfulness, etc.) that will help students to develop in healthy ways. Also, we 

will focus on educating school staff and families on ways to support student mental health. 

Grades 3 & 4 Departmentalization 

Students in grades 3 and 4 will be departmentalized. The four classes will be broken into two teams. Each 

team will have two teachers. One teacher will teach English Language Arts (reading & writing). The other 
teacher will teach math, science, and social studies. 

Technology Initiatives 

The following are school-based technology upgrades and initiatives:  

 All 1st grade classes will be issued (7) Google Tablets to support web-based instructional programs. 

 One-to-one Chromebook initiative in grades 3 and 4.  

 Promethium Boards have been installed in most of the schools special education classes to support the 

N2Y program. 

 Google Tablets have been issued to most of the special education classes to support the web-based in-

structional programs.     

Trimester 1  BEGIN:  

9/5/19  

Progress Report: 

10/21/19  

END:   

Trimester 2 BEGIN: 

12/11/19  

Progress Report: 

1/27/20  

END:  

Trimester 3  BEGIN: 

3/18/20  

Progress Report: 

5/11/19  

END:  



Nurse’s Corner 

Safety is an important goal at Hawthorne.  Many accidents/injuries at 

recess and gym are preventable.  Twisted ankles and falls are usually 
the result of shoes that are not tied.  Please encourage you child to dou-

ble tie their sneakers.  

Students will have recess outside unless it rains or the 

temperature falls below freezing.  Remind your child 
to wear a jacket or coat according to the weather.    

UPCOMING EVENT 

 

 
 

Volunteer Training 

(More information to follow) 

 

Important School 
Numbers 

 
Main Office 

 

835-8960 
 

Dr. Moore, Asst. Principal 
 

835-8960 Ext. 6004 
 

Mrs. Berrouet, School Nurse 
 

835-8960 Ext. 6003 

Mrs. Garvey, Guidance/HIB Spe-

cialist 

835-8600 Ext. 6014 

Kitchen 

835-8960 Ext. 6009 

What to Teach Kids About Strangers 
Kids see strangers every day in stores, in the park, and in their neighborhoods. Most of 
these strangers are nice, normal people, but a few may not be. Parents can protect their 

children from dangerous strangers by teaching them about strangers and suspicious be-

havior, and by taking a few precautions of their own. 

Who is a stranger? 
A stranger is anyone that your family doesn’t know well. It’s common for children to think 

that “bad strangers” look scary, like the villains in cartoons. This is not only not true, but 
it’s dangerous for children to think this way. Pretty strangers can be just as dangerous as 
the not-so-pretty ones. When you talk to your children about strangers, explain that no 
one can tell if strangers are nice or not nice just by looking at them and that they should 

be careful around all strangers.                                                                                       
But don't make it seem like all strangers are bad. If children need help--whether they’re 
lost, being threatened by a bully, or being followed by a stranger--the safest thing for 
them to do in many cases is to ask a stranger for help. You can make this easier for them 

by showing them which strangers are okay to trust. 

Who are safe strangers?                                                                                           
Safe strangers are people children can ask for help when they need it. Police officers and 
firefighters are two examples of very recognizable safe strangers. Teachers, principals, and 

librarians are adults children can trust too, and they are easy to recognize when they’re at 
work. But make sure that you emphasize that whenever possible, children should go to a 
public place to ask for help.                                                                                             
You can help your children recognize safe strangers by pointing them out when you’re out 

in your town. Also show your children places they can go if they need help, such as local 

stores and restaurants and the homes of family friends in your neighborhood. 

Recognizing and Handling Dangerous Situations                                                                 
Perhaps the most important way parents can protect their children is to teach them to be 

wary of potentially dangerous situations – this will help them when dealing with strangers 
as well as with known adults who may not have good intentions. Help children recognize 
the warning signs of suspicious behavior, such as when an adult asks them to disobey 
their parents or do something without permission, asks them to keep a secret, asks chil-

dren for help, or makes them feel uncomfortable in any way. Also tell your children that 
an adult should never ask a child for help, and if one does ask for their help, teach them 
to find a trusted adult right away to tell what happened.                                                                       
                      (National Crime Prevention Council, 

Counselor’s Corner 

Your child's mental health is very important and there are resources available to families who have a child 

experiencing behavioral and mental health issues. If you child is in need of  services, please call Perform-

Care at 1-877-652-7624. This system of care is available 24 hours a day and seven days a week. Perform-
Care helps families and caregivers create a more stable and healing environment for their children.  

HPE Autism Program 

Hawthorne Elementary School is the home of the district’s elementary autism program. Students that are 

eligible for the program have an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) diagnosis and have been deemed eligible 

by the district’s Child Study Team. Students with autism that participate in the program are educated in a 
self-contained learning setting- unless mainstreaming opportunities are written into students’ I.E.P. All stu-

dents with autism are mainstreamed into special classes (i.e. music, gym, etc.). The average class size is 6:1 

student to teacher ratio. Some components of the program include: individualized instructional plans, so-

cial skills training, positive behavior supports, and sensory activities. Students may also be eligible for re-

lated services such as speech, occupational therapy, and behavior modification. Related services can either 

be pull-out (out of classroom) or push-in (in classroom). In addition to each class having a highly qualified 
teacher, each class also has a teacher’s aide and 1:1 student aide support (when needed).     

Help Wanted 

HPE is looking for a 3 hr. 

lunch/recess aide. If you are 

interested, please apply on  

Willingboro School District’s 

website.  


