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OWENS’ OUTREACH 

FROM THE DESK OF KRISTINA OWENS 

Enjoy the magic of the season!  
Spend time with family and friends, relax inside with a good book, or get outside and enjoy the snow. I love 
that we live in Michigan where we have four seasons and can embrace all of them with different activities 
both inside and out. I hope our students and families are able to find time during break to relax their brains 
and rejuvenate for when they come back in January, and the same for our hard working teachers. Everybody 
needs a little down time!  
From all of us at Burr Oak Community Schools - Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

*** 
Reminders for the upcoming months:  
We work hard to keep systems flowing smoothly at school, some of which you might not even be aware of; 
without these systems in place our school day would be chaos. Our policies, prepared by Thrun Law and 
adopted by our school board, govern much of what we do on any given day and guide us in our procedures. 
Everything from traffic flow in the parking lot to grading systems, policies and procedures that govern stu-
dent and staff behavior, and classroom routines, we are constantly working to fine tune and improve. The 
days are fluid and I am thankful to have these things in place to help people navigate their days.    
 
Drop off in the morning:  
Please drop off at the victory bell. If you need to park, pull into a parking space.  
 
Do not park at the doors for drop off; this stops the traffic flow.  
 
If you walk your child to the building, please be reminded to leave the student at the door. If you need to en-
ter, go to the office.  
 
Pick up in the afternoon: 
Park in the street or in a parking space; we need to keep traffic flowing.  
 
Policies and procedures:  
Our student/parent handbooks can be located on our website: burroakcs.org 
 
We would be glad to print you hard copies if you prefer.  
 
Thank you to those that continue to help monitor communicable illnesses by keeping students home when 
they are sick.  
 
Remember, if you change your phone number make sure to change it with the office as well. By law, we must 
be able to get ahold of parents and/or emergency contacts at all times.  
 
We are in the process of upgrading our web pages to provide more information for families. Continue to 
check back to see the changes.  
 
Be sure to send weather appropriate clothing for students in grades K-8. They will go outside after lunch and 
sometimes for class activities unless temperatures go below 10 degrees wind chill. 

Wishing You All  A Merry Christmas &  A Happy New Year  
From All Of Us At Burr Oak Community Schools  



 

 

A Special Note From Elementary Teacher Sara Kelley 
 

In lieu of a traditional Oak Openings article, I want to express my appreciation for 

the staff, and community of Burr Oak Community Schools.  In a world of teacher/

educational staff shortages, due to a variety of very real and legitimate issues, I 

am blessed to say that I work with a very special and amazing staff, and for a 

community that has become somewhat of my own.   

It is common knowledge that education is not a lucrative profession, and our school 

has a greater deficit of resources than most in our State.  However, it is in this void 

where our staff and community shine.  I have, for a dozen years now, watched our 

staff, through a seemingly never ending supply of creativity and ingenuity, pro-

vide our students with a learning environment and experiences that are above and 

beyond that of most of their peers elsewhere.   

Our students, or “Our Kids” as they ultimately become, benefit in endless ways 

from the love and dedication of our staff.  Most of our staff has been here long term, 

and have known our students and families for nearly as long.  I have observed the 

many hats we all wear of teacher,  counselor, parent, nurse, coach, cheerleader, 

friend, and administrator, all at once, for any number of students.  There is no 

amount of compensation available for the amount of heart poured into our students, 

and that same love for our kids is why the staff here stay, year after year, to serve 

these students and their families.   

Lastly, with student behavior/staff safety becoming a “hot topic”, we are very 

thankful as the majority of our families are very supportive of, most importantly, 

their student(s), and our staff and school district.  In fact, we currently have the 

“problem” of being contacted by so many families and Burr Oak Community or-

ganizations to assist students and families for the holidays, that our administra-

tors are looking for students to bless!   

All this and more make me so proud to be a Bobcat.   

I pray all of you/yours be as blessed this Christmas season as I am within my 

sweet little classroom, celebrating this special time, with “my” kids.  <3    

~Ms. Sara Kelley 



November was a short month.  We hope everyone had a very thankful 
Thanksgiving.  We sang turkey songs.  We worked on numbers and 
counting.  Started practicing for the Christmas concert.  We are begin-
ning to learn the letters in our names. We have been practicing writing 
our names.  A paper and ring of area cards was sent home to help you 
talk with your child about their day at school. 
December is another short month filled with many activities.  We will 
continue working on numbers and letters.  We will be working on Christ-
mas projects and practicing for the concert that is on December 21.   
In January we will be working on our letters, writing, rhyming and read-
ing familiar words.  We will continue with numbers.   
Mrs. Ditmer and Mrs. Lemley Wish everyone a Joyous and Peaceful 
Holiday Season!!! 
 

Happy Holidays! It is crazy to see how quickly this year is going!  
In November we talked about all the things we are grateful for. I am so 
grateful for each of my students, parents, and co-workers. We also en-
joyed some thanksgiving festivities and a 911 presentation by Jessica 
from the St. Joseph County Central Dispatch. We dug deeper into our 
new reading curriculum, myView. The students began learning about 
parts of speech and story sequence. In math we have just begun learning 
about money and how to tell time! The students have loved learning 
these concepts. We set up a play store in the classroom and they have 
been able to use their pretend money to purchase items. It has been so 
fun watching them figure out the basics of money! The students have 
also enjoyed learning about planet earth and the things we can do to help 
improve the earth such as recycling.  
In December, we look forward to publishing our first classroom book 
through Student Treasures and celebrating the holidays as a class! 
 

We have been very busy preparing for our Christmas concert. The First 
Grade class is doing a great job learning their songs for the program. 
They are excited to be able to perform for their family and friends. We 
all look forward to you joining us on Wednesday, December 21st in the 
High School Gymnasium.  
My students are working very hard towards the goal of reading to sup-
port comprehension, as well as working on their addition and subtraction 
skills. 
Let’s not forget that the reading books for Pizza Hut Book-it program is 
still going on. I would love to issue out more certificates for a free pizza 
for children due to them reaching their reading goal.  
There are many favorite things that the First Grade class enjoy during 
Christmas time. For Tyler & Sylus their favorite part of Christmas is 
opening presents, while Elizabeth enjoys wrapping presents. Oakley and 
Rosalee enjoy seeing Santa, Bayleigh loves decorating the Christmas 
tree and Ender has fun playing in the snow. Hudson, Eva & Mr. Hernan-
dez love spending time with their families, Jacobi enjoys playing with 
his new toys and Renesemee & Caylen have fun spending time with their 
cousins. 
We are looking forward to a busy month of December with lots of learn-
ing. Have a safe and joyous Christmas everyone! 
Happy Holidays from all the Burr Oak First Graders! 
 
 
 
 
 

Second grade has been learning about length/measuring. This tends to be 
one of their favorite units because of all the moving around and using 
different measuring tools. They get to use tape measures, yard sticks, 
rulers and much more. In science they have started to learn matter and 
that everything in the world is made out of matter.  
Third grade finished the multiplication unit and did a great job. One day 
they were given a blank multiplication chart and had to fill in all the 
empty boxes without a cheat sheet/chart. The entire class worked so hard 
and didn’t complain once! They made a few mistakes but fixed them 
without hesitation. They are now learning about division. In science they 
have started a new unit about natural hazards. Students are always inter-
ested in tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, tsunamis, volcanoes, etc… I have 
a feeling they will enjoy this unit! 
 

 
 Happy Holidays!  I want to begin by wishing all of you a season filled 
with much joy and happiness.  This time of year can be very busy and 
stressful, for both the students and the adults. One of the real joys this 
holiday season is the opportunity to say thank you and wish you the very 
best for the new year. Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful 
holiday and a very Happy New Year.   
*December is now upon us, and the weather will be getting chilli-
er.  Please remind your child to wear layers of sweaters, sweatpants, and 
jackets to keep warm.   
 
 

   Time flies when you're having fun!!! The Bobcat Phys. Ed. classes are 
going well. Everyone continues to work hard and make progress with 
their personal fitness and health. It's exciting to see students become 
stronger and more confident.  
     We are about to be in the second semester of the school year which 
will bring new students into the gym. I am excited to get to know some 
new faces and teach them the routines and activities that many already 
know. With the cold months of winter upon us please send your elemen-
tary students to school with hats and gloves as we will still try to get 
outside occasionally if the temperature allows. 

Classroom News 

Mrs. Lutz 
Kindergarten 

Mr. Hunt 
Second Grade 

Mrs. Lemley 
GSRP 

Mr. Hernandez 
First Grade 

Mr. Bucklin 
K-12 Physical Education 

Mr. Johnson 
Fourth Grade 



Classroom News 

 
Hello Everyone! 
I hope you all are adjusting to this cold weather. We all here in 
English have had a busy few weeks. 
The 6th graders finished their first book study of the Maze Run-
ner and are almost finished with their second big essay for the 
year. We are focusing on comparing and contrasting 
the book and movie, so far I am seeing a lot of good writing. 
7th graders are a little ahead of the game now. They also finished 
their first book study of The Giver. They all put in a lot of effort 
to complete their essay of comparing and contrasting the 
book and movie, grades should be out next week for those! 
5th graders have been focusing on spelling from their weekly 
spelling units. They have also started doing their book study on 
The Wizard of OZ. We are finally getting our wheels and are 
moving along quickly now that we have our routine down. 
I hope you all have Wonderful Holidays and I can’t wait to con-
tinue with your students! 
 
 

The school year is flying by! Parents please remember to check 
student grades in ParentVue. Students are not using the time 
wisely to stay caught up on their work. 
Fifth Grade Science is learning about Matter and what makes up 
matter. In Social Studies they are learning about the exploration 
and colonization of the New World. 
Sixth Grade students are working on a unit about Metabolism. 
They just finished a chapter on body systems and how they work 
together. 
Eighth Grade Social Studies is brushing up on colonization and is 
about to enter the Revolutionary War. 
Everyone have a wonderful holiday with friends and family! En-
joy your time together and make memories! Students continue to 
grow and learn! Merry Christmas to all and a Happy New Year 
too!  
 

 
Middle School Arts and Crafts:  The par t of the 6th grade 
class that are in the arts and crafts class are very fast and willing 
artists. They don’t take as much time on their projects but they 
have been creating some very nice ones that they can be proud 
of.  We will be working to help make the hallway festive for the 
holidays and even create some take home keepsakes.  
 
7A and 7B Math:  We are presently toward the end of our  
inequality study. Students have done a great job picking up on 
the one important difference in solving equations and inequali-
ties. Next, we will be beginning probability and statistics. Stu-

dents had a good beginning on the central tendencies last year so 
this year we take it a step further.  
 
8th Grade Math: Students just finished a study into Real 
Numbers.  They found the topic so easy with square and cube 
roots but had some difficulty with the assessment. After a bit of a 
clarification and review, they were able to do much better. Their 
next study is the Pythagorean Theorem which just happens to be 
one of my favorite concepts.  
 
I use a variety of internet resources such as Ixl, New Jersey Cur-
riculum, ThatQuiz, Quizizz, Math Antics and EDpuzzle to name 
a few. When these are assigned, their completion will only be 
recorded on that website and not in the Google Classroom.  If a 
student marks that it is completed, one needs to see it in the web-
site to know for sure.   
Please encourage your students to do their best while at 
school.  Your encouragement and academic expectations are the 
most powerful influences they have. 
 
 
High School Heath: We continue to learn about and discuss 
both physical and emotional health. Our last few weeks have 
been spent on emotional and mental health.  Sometimes I think 
the best part of the class is students finding out they are not alone 
and that everyone faces those same feelings sometimes.  
 
 
Middle School Robotics 
 The teams attended their first competition on Nov. 12 at Battle 
Creek Lakeview Middle School.  It definitely was eye opening to 
the students as only 1 of the 11 had ever been to this type of com-
petition before. The robot had all the right capabilities but had a 
few problems with connections and wheels.  Even with the prob-
lems, the students thoroughly enjoyed the experience. They were 
happy with the friendliness and willingness of everyone to help 
each other. That is the overarching theme:  Gracious Profession-
alism.  If you see a Robotics team member, ask them what that 
is.  
Once we got back in school, it was back to working on those 
problems and practicing with the robot for our next competition 
which is Dec. 10. We will be going to Coloma and the nerves 
won’t be quite so bad. I look forward to seeing what happens this 
time.  
 
Members of the teams are:   
11714:  Hunter Caudill, Hudson Boyles, Hannah Perry, Jemma 
Singleton, Linda Ultz, and Makayla Ledyard 
15322:  Ethan Johnloz, Michael Hice, Emily Ledyard, Emma 
Henschel, Peyton Roggow, Jersie Cornejo, Kaiden Hirschy 
 
Living Skills 
This year I have been given the opportunity to teach a living 
skills class with a focus on sewing.  Starting 2nd semester, those 
students that have signed up for the class will learn to perform 
different hand sewing skills as well as use the sewing machine to 
construct a variety of items.  In order to give students the most 
practice sewing, I am asking if anyone has any material, thread, 
straight pins, etch that they would like to donate, I would be most 
appreciative.  Just bring them into the school and our secretary, 
Laurali, will be happy to collect them. Again, thank you for all 
you do. 

Mrs. Summey 
M.S. Science 

Mrs. Ryan 
M.S. ELA  

Mrs. Rifenburgh 
MS Math/Specials  



We've made it to the end of the semester. Things are wrapping up 
(papers and presents) and I think we'll all be ready for a refreshing 
break.  For the end of the semester seniors are hard at work with Shroud 
for a Nightingale. Juniors are working on the unit, The Strange Case of 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Sophomores have finished up independent 
reading and diving into Of Mice and Men. Freshman are working on 
their own memoirs and stories. Eighth grade has completed The Tattoo-
ist of Auschwitz  and will be working on some writing. Creative writing 
has been analyzing short stories to help them write things with suspense, 
irony, imagery, and many other figurative language techniques. Shout-
out to our Halloween coloring contest winner, Kevin Groff! Have a safe 
and happy holiday season everyone!  
 
 

Outdoor Education students are learning about Orienteering. Directions 
are sometimes challenging for all of us, so learning which way is north 
without a cell phone, is always exciting! 
Shop students have completed the design and floor-space layout of 
where the new equipment is located, including the work tables that they 
helped to refurbish. They have also completed their first wood module 
displaying safe use of the power equipment. Moving ever forward, they 
will be engaging in design and manufacture of Christmas ornaments for 
the Christmas give back program. 
This program is designed for students to create, finish and present a gift 
to the Seniors at Thurston Woods Village. This community outreach 
opportunity will also allow students to obtain hours for their graduation 
portfolios.  
 

Can you believe that the holidays are here already?  Wow!  All of my 
classes are moving at a good pace to meet the content expecta-
tions.  Algebra 2 is working with quadratic functions, Algebra 1 with 
equations and graphs, and Geometry is working with quadrilaterals.  The 
6th grade is still learning about functions and what they are.  My senior 
math class is continuing to work through a personal finance curriculum 
and learn to save for their futures and manage their money.   
As always, my students know that my door (and email) is always open 
for questions and help and I hope that they continue to take advantage of 
this.  Please feel free to email me if you want to say hi or speak with me 
about any concerns you may have regarding a student’s progress, and 
thank you to all the parents who have contacted me with questions and 
concerns.   
 

The 9th grade U.S. History class is learning about the Great Depression 
and the New Deal. Next, students will be studying the United States 
involvement in World War II. 
 
In 6th grade, students have been learning about the geography of South 
America.Students are studying the different regions and cultures of peo-
ple in South America including the major ancient empires of the Incas, 

Mayans, and Aztecs. The class is also looking in depth at population 
density of different places around the world.  
The 7th grade social studies class is finishing up the study of Asia. Stu-
dents are learning about the different governments and economies found 
in Asia. Next, students will begin studying the characteristics of early 
peoples and the first civilizations. 
The 10th grade World History/Geography class is studying different 
cultures and civilizations from around the world including Japan, India, 
China, and Europe. Next, students will learn about more contemporary 
world history as we start units on the World Wars. 
The Economics class is learning about different economic systems, eco-
nomic indicators, and different ways countries measure their economic 
success. Students will finish the semester by studying the importance of 
trade on an economy. 

Physical Science - We just finished a unit about periodic table trends. 
We will be learning about valence electrons and different types of bonds 
next. 
 
8th/7th grade - We finished our Geology on Mars Unit and we are now 
in the Plate Motion unit. Ask your students about something we have 
learned in class! 
 
11th grade - Students have learned about fossils and different rock lay-
ers. 
9th grade Life Science - We have been learning about the different types 
of cycles. We will be learning about the greenhouse effect and climate 
change in our next unit.  

8th grade History of Foods: 
Thank you to the group of 8th graders who helped with the Thanksgiv-
ing feast. During December this class will be making and decorating 
Christmas cookies. They will also be making popcorn balls. In January 
they will try cake decorating. 
 
H.S. History of foods: 
Great job with the feast Cristal, Braylyn, Austin, Elaine, Ben, Isabella & 
Camrin. This high school class will be making "old fashioned" Christ-
mas candies and desserts such as peanut brittle, gingerbread cookies, and 
fudge. 
7th grade social studies: 
We have been studying the religions of the world and how they spread 
across the world. Next we will be studying how geography influences 
trade. We will study trade between world regions and the effect of the 
connections.  

Classroom News 

Mr. Sutton 
MS/HS Social Studies 

Mrs. Skidmore 
MS/HS English  

Mr. Royer  
Wood Working/Outdoor Rec.  

Mr. Ultz 
History of Food 

Mr. Herrmann 
MS/HS Math 

Mrs. Sutton 
MS/HS Science 



December 2022  
Breakfast Menu 

Breakfast & 
Lunch Is Free For 

All Students   

January 2023  
Breakfast Menu 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 

28. Bug Bites 
Fudge Poptart  
Orange Juice 
Apple 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 
 

29. Cherry Apple Crunch Bar 
Grape Juice/Applesauce 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

30. Apple Cinnamon Bread  
Apple Juice/Clementine  
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

1. Grape PB&J  
Orange Juice/Frozen Peaches 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

2. Cinnamon Elf Grahams 
Super Bakery Donut 
Grape Juice/ Pear 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

5. Scooby Snacks 
Strawberry Nutrigrain Bar 
Grape Juice/ Apple 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

6. Chocolate Graham Gripz 
Banana Loaf 
Apple Juice/Craisins  
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

7. Banana Chocolate Chunk 
Bar 
Orange Juice/Pear 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

8. Mini Chocolate Donut 
Grape Juice/Applesauce 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

9. Cinnamon Teddy Grahams 
Cinnamon Bun Crunchmania 
Apple Juice/Clementine  
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

12. Chocolate Oatmeal Bar 
Strawberry Yogurt Chex 
Orange Juice/ Pear 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

13. Apple Cinnamon Nutrigrain Bar 

Chocolate Bunny Grahams 
Grape Juice/Applesauce 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

 

14. Goody Ring Donut 
Apple Juice/Clementine 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

15. Blueberry Elfin Loaf 
Cocoa Puff Cereal Bar 
Orange Juice/Craisins 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

16. Strawberry Banana Yogurt 
Cinnamon Bun 
Grape Juice/Apple 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

19. Animal Crackers 
Trix Cereal Bar 
Apple Juice/Raisins 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

20. Cheez-Its  
Chocolate Chip Muffin 
Orange Juice/ Pineapple Cup 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

21. Strawberry Banana Yogurt 
Cinnamon Poptart 
Grape Juice/ Apple 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

22. Rich’s Breakfast Round 
Apple Juice/Clementine 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

23 
 

No School  
Winter Break Begins 

9. Strawberry Poptart 
Cheese Stick 
Grape Juice/Apple 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

10. Cherry Yogurt 
Mixed Berry Crunch Bar 
Apple Juice/Mandarin Oranges 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

11. Oatmeal Chocolate Chip 
Bar 
Orange Juice/Pear 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

12. Chocolate Chex Mix 
Golden Graham Cereal Bar 
Grape Juice/Mixed Fruit 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

13 Cinnamon Cream Cheese 
Bagel 
Apple Juice/Orange 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 



28 Teriyaki Beef Dipper  
Green Beans/Baby Carrots 
Blueberries/Apple Slices 
Original Sun Chips  
Garbanzo Beans  
Ketchup/Ranch  
1% White or Chocolate Milk  

29. Chicken Drumstick 
Mashed Potatoes/Broccoli  
Pineapple Chunks/Banana 
Dinner Roll 
Ranch/Butter  
1% White or Chocolate Milk  
 

30. Scrambled Eggs 
Sausage Patty 
Mini Berry French Toast 
Fresh Fruit  
Steamed Vegetables 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

1.  Macaroni & Cheese 
Breadstick 
Strawberry & Pineapple Mix/ 
Clementine 
Dragon Juice/Cucumber Slices 
Ranch 
1% White or Chocolate Milk  

2. French Bread Pepperoni 
Pizza 
Steamed Corn/Grape Tomatoes 
Mandarin Oranges/ Pear 
Ranch 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 
 

5. Ham & Cheese Pocket 
Parisian Carrots/ Cauliflower 
Diced Pears/ Clementine 
Ranch 
1% White or Chocolate Milk  

6. Corn Dog 
Applesauce/  
Cherry Blue Raspberry Sorbet 
Kidney Beans/Romaine Lettuce 
Ketchup/Mustard/Ranch 
1% White or Chocolate Milk  

7. Cheeseburger 
Potato Smiles/Grape Tomatoes 
Diced Peaches/Apple 
Ketchup/Mustard/Ranch 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

8. Chicken and Gravy 
Mashed Potatoes/Celery Sticks 
Banana/Mandarin Oranges 
Dinner Roll 
Butter 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

9. Tony’s Turkey Sausage Pizza 
Green Beans/Broccoli 
Pineapple Chunks/Pear 
Ranch 
1% White or Chocolate Milk  

12. Popcorn Chicken 
Baby Carrots/Steamed Corn 
Tropical Fruit/ Grapes  
Cheez-It Crackers 
Ranch, BBQ,  
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

13. Cheeseburger Twins 
Cucumbers/Potato Wedges 
Apple Slices/Diced Peaches 
Ranch/Ketchup 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

14. Beef Frank Whole Wheat Bun 
Broccoli 
Sliced Strawberries/Mixed Fruit  
Ranch/Ketchup/Mustard 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

15. Taco Salad w/Tostitos 
Romaine Ribbons 
Shredded Cheese 
Baby Carrots/Black Beans 
Banana/Diced Pears 
Ranch/Taco Sauce 
1% White or Chocolate Milk` 

16. Tony’s Round Cheese Pizza 
Celery Sticks w/ Peanut Butter 
Mandarin Oranges/Pear 
Cauliflower 
Ranch 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 
 

19. Chicken Nuggets 
Applesauce/Clementine 
Steamed Peas/Baby Carrots 
Cheetos Puffs 
BBQ/Ketchup 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

20. Taco Burrito 
Diced Pears/Banana 
Cauliflower/Baby Sweet Peppers 
Pinto Bean 
Ranch/Taco Sauce 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

21. Grape PB&J Sandwich 
Cheese Stick 
Strawberry Kiwi Sidekick/Pear 
Celery Sticks/Baby Carrots 
Heart Pretzels 
Ranch 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

22.   
 

Early Release  
No Lunch 

23. 
 

No School  
Winter Break Begins 

9. Chicken Tenders 
Diced Pears/Clementine 
Steamed Corn/Baby Carrots 
Nacho Doritos 
Ranch/BBQ 
1% White or Chocolate Milk  

10. Beef Soft Taco 
Tropical Fruit/Apple Slices 
Romaine Ribbons/Broccoli 
Shredded Cheese/ Black Beans 
Ranch/Taco Sauce 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

11. Scrambled Eggs 
Cinnamon French Toast 
Mixed Fruit Cup/Blueberries 
Celery Sticks/Dragon Juice 
Ranch/Syrup Cup 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

12. Italian Goulash 
Banana/Pineapple 
Baby Sweet Peppers 
Dinner Roll 
Butter 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

13 3-Pepperoni Calzonettes 
Diced Peaches/Apple 
Steamed Peas/Baby Carrots 
Chocolate Chip Cookie 
Ranch/Marinara 
1% White or Chocolate Milk 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 

December 2022  
Lunch Menu 

January 2023  
Lunch Menu 

Breakfast & 
Lunch Is Free For 

All Students   



December Holiday Dress Up Days 

   1. 
Let The Countdown 
To Christmas Begin 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear Green & Red 

2 
I’m Glad About  

Plaid 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear Flannel or 
Plaid 

5 
Tie It Together  

 
 
 
 
 

Wear A Christmas 
Tie or Scarf 

 
 

6 
Shine Bright This 
Holiday Season 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear A Necklace, 
Lights, Tinsel, etc.  

 

7 
Christmas  

Character Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dress Like Santa, 
Elf, Angel, etc. 

8 
Candy Cane Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear Red & White 

9 
Jingle & Sparkle  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear Bells, And/Or 
Sparkly Items 

12 
Don’t Be Grinch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear Green 

13 
The Stockings 

Were Hung 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear Your  
Christmas Socks 

14 
Christmas Vacation 

Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dress In Tropical 
Vacation Gear 

15 
Christmas Explosion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dress Head To Toe 
Christmas  

16 
Tree Topper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear A Christmas 
Hat or Headband 

19 
Dreaming Of  

White Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear White 

20 
Silent Night 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear Christmas 
Pajamas  

 
 

21 
Holiday Fashion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wear A Christmas 
or Ugly Sweater 

 

22 
Deck the Halls 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dress Head to Toes 
For The  
Holiday 

23 
No School  

Christmas Break 
 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 

 
Friday 



December 2022 
Sunday Monday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Tuesday

    1 
 
 

2 
Var. Girls  
Basketball vs. 
Hillsdale Academy 
6:30 

3 

4 
 
 

5 
Fresh Food  
Initiative 3:00-5:00 
 
Bowling vs. Con-
stantine @ Three 
Rivers 5:00 
 
JH Boy's  
Basketball vs.  
Waldron 5:30  

6 
Basketball Triple  
Header @ 
Howardsville 
Christian  
JV Boys: 4:30 
Var. Girls 6:00  
Var. Boys: 7:30  

7 
Bowling vs.  
Bronson  5:00  
 
JH Boy's  B-Ball @ 
Pansophia 5:30 

8 
JV & Var. Boy's 
Basketball vs.  
St. Phil 5:30 
 
 

9 
Var. Girl's  
Basketball @  
St. Phil 6:30 
  

10 
Robotics at  
Coloma High 
School  

11 12 
Bowling vs. 
Schoolcraft @ 
Kalamazoo 5:00 
 
JH Boy's  
Basketball @  
Litchfield 5:30 

13 
Boys JV/V  
Basketball @ 
Camden 5:30 

14 
Bowling vs. 
Hackett @  
Bronson 5:00 
 
JH Boys  
Basketball @ 
Tekonsha 5:30 
 
Var. Girl's  
Basketball vs. 
Camden 6:30 

15 
Boy's JV/V.  
Basketball @  
Climax 5:30 
 
 

16 
Bobcat  
Extravaganza 9:00  
 
Var. Girls  
Basketball vs. 
Climax 6:30 
 

17 

18 19 
Bowling vs.  
Brandywine @ 
Niles 5:00 
 
 

20 
Basketball Triple 
Header @ Addison 
Var. Girls & 
JV Boys 5pm  
Var. Boys 630pm 
 

21 
Bible Release 
8:30  
 
Elementary  
Christmas Concert 
7:00 

22 
Early Release/ 
End Of Semester 
11:30am 
 
Boy JV/V.  
Basketball vs. 
North Adams 5:30 
 

23 
Winter Break 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Winter Break 

27 
Winter Break 

28 
Winter Break 

29 
Winter Break 

31 
Winter Break 

31 



 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

January 2023 

1 
 

2 
Winter Break 

3 
Winter Break 

4 
Winter Break 

5 
Winter Break 

6 
Winter Break 
 
Var. Girls  
Basketball @  
North Adams 6:30 

7 

8 9 
School Board  
Meeting 7:00 
 
 

10 
Boys JV/V  
Basketball @  
Athens 5:30pm 
 
 

11 Bible Release 
8:30 
 
Bowling vs. K. 
Christian @ 
Kalamazoo 5:00 
 
JH Girls Basketball 
@ Camden 5:30 
Var. Girls  
 
Var. GIrls 
Basketball vs. 
Athens 6:30 

12 
Boys JV/V.  
Basketball vs. 
Bellevue 5:30 
 
 

13 
Var. Girl's  
Basketball vs. 
Bellevue 6:30 
 
 

14 

15 16 
JH Girl's Basketball 
vs. Litchfield 5:30 

17 
NWEA testing K-12  
 
Basketball Triple 
Header @ Colon 
JV 4:30,  
Var. Girls: 6:00 
Var. Boys: 7:30  
 
 

18 
Bowling vs. 
Schoolcraft @ 
Bronson 5:00 
 
JR High Girl's 
Basketball vs. 
Tekonsha 5:30 

19 
NWEA testing K-
12  
 
Boy's JV/V.  
Basketball vs. 
Waldron 5:30 

20 
Var Girl's 
Basketball @  
Waldron 6:30 
 
 

21. Daddy/
Daughter Dance 
Grades K-6  
6:00 – 7:00 
 
Snowfest 
8:00–11:00pm 

22 23 
Bowling vs.  
Constantine @ 
Bronson 5:00 
 
JH Girls Basketball 
@ St. Phil 5:30 
 
 

24 
Basketball Triple 
Header vs.  
Howardsville  
Christian 
JV Boys 4:30  
Var. Girls 6:00  
Var. Boys: 7:30 

25 
NWEA testing 
K-12 

26 
Boys Basketball 
@ Tekonsha 
6:00 
 
Var. Girls  
Basketball vs. 
Tekonsha 6:30 
 
 
 

27 
Boys JV/V 
Basketball @ 
Tekonsha 5:30 

28 

29 30 
Bowling vs.  
Bronson 5:00 
 
JH Girl's Basketball 
@ Waldron 5:30 

31 
Var. Girls  
Basketball @  
Pittsford 6:30 

    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Purpose of NHS is to:  create excitement for academia; stimulate a desire for citizen service; 

build leadership skills, and develop character in students.  To join NHS,  students must exhibit exem-

plary performance in four categories: scholarship, service, leadership, and character. Students 

maintain a 3.5 GPA or more. We are proud to announce our new 1st year members. They are- Made-

lyn Dirschell, Natalie Hemenway, & Garrett Johnson. Congratulations NHS members and fami-

lies. Keep up the remarkable work! 
 



Our Middle School Winter sports are off to a great start. The 6/7th grade boys basket-
ball team has a record of 2-2. The 8th grade team is undefeated thus far with a record 
of 4-0.  Both teams last home games are on  Nov. 28th and Dec. 5th. Please come 
show your support! 
 

The Girl’s Varsity Basketball home games for the next two months are the following:  
 12/2 vs. Hillsdale Academy 
 12/14 vs. Camden 
 12/16 vs. Climax  
 1/11 vs. Athens 
 1/24 vs. Howardsville Christian 
 1/26 vs. Tekonsha 
 

The Boy’s Varsity Basketball home games for the next two months are the following:  
 12/8 vs. St. Phil 
 12/22 vs. North Adams 
 1/12 vs. Bellevue 
 1/19 vs. Waldron 
 1/24 vs. Howardsville Christian 
 

Please follow us on our social media sites to stay updated! 

Facebook: Burr Oak Athletics 

Instagram: @burroakathletics 
 

If you have any questions regarding athletics at Burr Oak Community Schools please 
reach out to me through email at rvandosen@burroakcs.org  or by calling the school 
at 269-489-2213 ext. 209 

Go Bobcats!  
 
 

Athletic News  
From Athletic Director Ryan VanDosen 

 

mailto:rvandosen@burroakcs.org


Congratulations 2022 Varsity Volleyball Team 
MIVCA Team Academic All-State Award  

(3.48 Team GPA) 

 

 
 

 

(Left to Right) Volleyball Honors 

Sarah Hirschy: MIVCA All-Region team; All-League Volleyball Second team  

Braylyn Hernandez: All-League Volleyball Second team 

Makenah Reaper: All-League Volleyball Honorable Mention 

Brooklynn Root: All-League Volleyball Honorable Mention 

 



 
Elementary Christmas Concert 

Wednesday, December 21st  7:00p.m. 
 

We will have both sides of the bleachers open for 
the concert this year. The students will sit on the 
floor, facing east and west. Individual class perfor-
mances will take place on the east and west end 
lines. They will stand in their area for whole group 
songs.  A reference diagram is below. 

 
 



Hernandez Highlights 

 

I would like to give a shout-out to our wonderful community organizations and people 

that help to make a difference in a child’s life. Thanks to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

LWML, Burr Oak Methodist Church, Burr Oak Missionary Church, Burr Oak 4-H club, 

Sturgis VFW, Burr Oak Chamber of Commerce, Burr Oak Foundation, Burr Oak Moth-

er’s Club, St. Joseph County CTE Ag program, Colon Church of Christ and the Root fami-
ly for your generous donations for the holidays to many of our school children. Your 

thoughtfulness and kindness are remarkable. We appreciate your support for Burr Oak. 

 

For:  Burr Oak Kindergarten - Sixth grade girls & their father or 
male guardian figure 

 Date:  Saturday, January 21st, 2022 

Time:  6:00 ~ 7:00 p.m. 

Place:  Burr Oak Elementary Cafeteria 

 Dress:  Appropriate dance attire 

 



 

 

 
 

Senior Class Candy Gram Sale 
 

The Senior class of 2023 is selling candy cane grams 
for $1 from December 5th-16th. They will be delivered 
on Monday, December 19th. You may purchase a can-
dy gram from Greg, Grant, Aiden, Ariel, Jillian, Flavio, 
Chase, Hayden, Jayden, Dillon, Dominic, Makenah, 
Chloe, Mia, Lissette, or Cadence.   

Winter Fest 2023 
 For grade 9-12  

Saturday, January 21 2023 
8:00-11:00pm  

School Cafeteria 

 Cost: $10 person or  
$15 couple 



 
 

Our annual food drive will be from  
November 28th to December 19th.  
Each teacher has a box in their class-
room to take donations. All non perisha-
ble food collected will be donated to the 
Lutheran Church Food Bank. Each Mid-
dle school class will have a goal to 
reach to watch a movie on the Friday 
before Christmas Break. 
 

Help us fill those boxes! 

 
 


