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Education has changed over the years. We live in a world where information 

literally is right at our fingertips through cell phones and computers via the Inter-

net. This has changed how some teach, what lesson plans look like, and how 

students learn.  

Those of us in education know that not everything on the Internet is true, hence 

the reason, research based lessons and how to navigate the Internet to find 

valid information are an integral part of teaching and learning. Interactive les-

sons versus lecturing and differentiated instruction based on individual student 

needs are more common than not. There is a time and place for lecturing in 

classrooms, but you won’t see that as often as in years past.  

At Burr Oak Community Schools, we strive for balance and we acknowledge 

that all students learn differently. If you were able to observe classrooms in our 

buildings, you would likely see different types of teaching styles and learning in 

each. A balance of lecture, conversations about subject matter to give stu-

dents a voice, quiet reading, and hands-on learning are common practice. 

You would see computers, but not all the time. We focus on the Michigan Merit 

Curriculum and college and career readiness. Every student has an education-

al development plan that changes yearly with each student’s interests.  

In addition, it takes a team of people in a school organization to make learning 

happen. At BOCS we have an amazing team of people who put children first. 

Our number one priority is relationship building. I am a firm believer that if you 

know a child/young adult he/she will respond positively to academic and be-

havioral requests. When I say “know” I mean get to know what their interests 

are, who they spend time with, and what their current life goals are. Personally, 

conversations with young people are the best therapy for me. When I am hav-

ing a bad day, I go hang out in classrooms, hallways, and the cafeteria and 

have conversations with students. Magically, that is when my day gets better. 

 
Mrs. Kristina Owens 
Superintendent, Burr Oak Community Schools 



      1 

Var. Volleyball Tourna-
ment @ Homer           
(Time TBD) 

 

2 

HOMECOMING 
WEEK!  

3 

Dress Up Day- 
Pajama Day  

Fresh Food Initiative  

GSRP field trip to 
pumpkin patch 

 Jr High Volleyball     
v. Colon 5:30 

4 

Homecoming Dress 
Up Day- Marvel vs. 
DC  

JV/Var. Volleyball @ 
Jackson Christian 
5:30pm 

 

5 

Homecoming Dress 
Up Day- Super 
Hero's vs. Villains  

County Wide Count 
Day  

Jr High Football @ 
Litchfield 5:00  

Jr High Volleyball v 
Athens 5:30pm 

6 

Homecoming Dress 
Up Day- Super Hero 
& Sidekick (twin day)  

JV/Var. Volleyball v. 
Tekonsha 5:30pm 

 

7 

Dress Up Day- School 
Spirit Day/Blue & 
White Day  

Var. Football v. 
Tekonsha         
Homecoming 
7:00pm 

8 

9 10                               
Jr High Volleyball v 
Litchfield 5:30pm 

School Board 
meeting  7:00pm 

11 

JV/Var. Volleyball @ 
Colon 5:30pm 

 

12 

Jr High Volleyball @ 
Climax 5:30pm 

 

13 

Fall Pictures w/ 
Prater Studios  

JV/Var. Volleyball v. 
Waldron 5:30pm 

14 

Varsity Football v 
Waldron-Parent/
Senior Night 7:00pm 

15 

16 17 

Jr High Volleyball @ 
St Phil 5:30pm 

18 

Var. Volleyball v. 
Bellevue 6:00pm 

19 20 21 

Varsity Football @ 
Litchfield 7:00pm 

22 

23 24 25 

7th Grade Bake Sale 

26 

7th grade bake sale  

27 

7th grade bake sale  

Early Release- Parent 
Teacher Conferences  

28 

7th grade bake sale  

Early Release- Parent 
Teacher Conferences  

JV/Var. Volleyball 
SCAA Crossover 

29 

30 31 

 

     

October 2022 
    Sunday     Monday        Tuesday     Wednesday     Thursday           Friday    Saturday  



Classroom School News 

Mrs. Lemley & Mrs. Ditmer— GSRP 
 

We welcomed 16 students  to the GSRP room for the 22 - 23 
school year.   Also, a new associate teacher started this year.   
Welcome!! Mrs. Ditmer(associate teacher), Jennifer, Oktober, 
Roman, Kai, Liam, Lucas, Kimberlynn, Zander, Karson, Bram, 
Spencer, Rowan, Wyatt, Noah, Makiyah, and Isabella. 
We have been meeting new friends, learning the routine, explor-
ing the classroom.  There are many new and exciting things hap-
pening in the classroom.   
We learned about fall and talked about apples and pumpkins in 
preparing for our trip to the apple orchard in October. 
The playground has been enlarged and upgraded!  It is the first 
step in several improvements. 
October 6th we will be going to Gull Meadow Farms.  We will be 
learning more about how things grow.  We will be talking about 
fire safety.  Practicing our routine. 
We will be dressing up and having a short party for Halloween. 
Happy Halloween! 

 
 

Kindergarten 
 

Happy October!  During the last three weeks, Mrs. Hernandez, 
Ms. Smith, and Mrs. Lutz have been in the classroom with the 
students. The classroom has been so busy. Students are learning 
to be helpful and safe in the classroom. Also, they are learning 
about the calendar, letter names and sounds, numbers, and the 
weather. In October, we are looking forward to Fire Safety Week 
and Halloween.  

 
 

Mr. Hernandez- 1st Grade 
 
What an exciting first full month of school we have had. This year 
we welcomed 13 first graders consisting of: Elizabeth, Oakley, 
Oliver, Bayleigh, Tyler, Jacobi, Caylen, Renesmee, Rosalee, 
Sylus, Eva, Ender & Hudson. I am excited to see these young 
minds learn and grow throughout our time together in first grade. 
This year we began a new curriculum for Language Arts called 
myView Literacy. Right now we are going over different genres of 
books, practicing our high-frequency words & spelling words, as 
well as we have just finished our first Unit: My Neighborhood. 
Please continue to practice spelling words at home! In math we 
took our first unit test as well as began our second unit: Addition 
to 20.  
In September we had a great time on our class field trip to the 
fair. In October we have Fire Prevention Week coming up as well 
as the end of the first marking period on October 21st. We look 
forward to another exciting month of learning! 

 
Mr. Hunt- 2nd/3rd Grade Science 

 
Second grade has had a fantastic start to the school year. In 
math we have been reviewing basic addition and subtraction. I 
have been impressed with how far they have come since the start 
of first grade a year ago. In science they have been learning 
about Earth’s surface. Mainly different types of bodies of water 
and landforms.  
 
Third grade has started the year off by reviewing many different 
topics from second grade. They have now moved into some new 
topics. Rounding numbers, addition properties and subtraction 
properties are a few of the new topics they have learned about. In 
science they have been exploring the topic of weather and cli-
mate. They have started out by learning the difference between 
weather and climate. Now they are learning what makes a certain 
area have the weather/climate it does. 

 
Ms. Kelley– Third Grade 

 
 What a whirlwind of a start!  We have a new language 
arts curriculum for our students this year that combines both hard 
copy and electronic work.  This will keep us prepared for our stu-
dents’ needs in a variety of scenarios.  We have had multiple 
training sessions on this new curriculum and are consistently 
learning how to serve our students better with our new re-
sources.  We also have been blessed with new whiteboards, 
smart boards, and air conditioners.   
 I am also excited that my third grade homeroom class is 
a group I had formerly taught as first graders.  They are a super 
sweet bunch of kids that are ready and eager to learn.  I could not 
be happier to have them back!  In both second and third grade, 
we are currently working on week #4 of our language arts unit, 
editing our first story attempts, and becoming comfortable with 
logging into our IPads and Chromebook.  We are also awaiting 
our NWEA scores.  Our students already have personal goals to 
work towards for January!   
 In the elementary art special we are creating art inspired 
by the State of Michigan.  We have made handprint peninsula 
pictures, patterns inspired by the Petoskey Stone, cute robin 
crafts (and danced to “Rockin’ Robin”), and are currently working 
on some very pretty apple blossom artworks.  These projects lead 
to various fun scientific and geographic discussions about our 
state.   
 

Mr. Johnson - 4th grade 
 

Math: We are finishing up our unit on addition and subtraction 
and are heading into our unit on Multiplication. Please help your 
child work on their multiplication fact fluency. 
Reading: The class will be reading a variety of literature.  For 
example, next week the class will read a biography titled, “Barbed 
Wire Baseball.” 
Writing: We are currently creating an interesting A to Z 
book.  This writing project involves sentence structure, punctua-
tion, personification, and alliteration.  I have enjoyed reading their 
creative writing.  For example, one of our brilliant students wrote, 
“Tito the T-Rex tripped on a tiny toy.”  I can not wait to see that 
picture. 



Classroom News 
Mrs. Summey - Middle School Science 

 
Welcome back everyone! Both students and new staff! Looking 
forward to a good year! I have a new Science curriculum for mid-
dle school this year called Amplify.  We are still working on a few 
kinks but students that have been in it seem to like it! We have 
had a lot of changes this year with the schedule and everyone is 
adjusting. Teachers are teaching different things and students 
have different teachers for subjects. It’s a big adjustment for eve-
ryone! Parents please discuss with your students the behavior 
expectations of them at school. Some are having a hard time ad-
justing to the new rules. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you 
have any questions! My email is jsummey@burroakcs.org. 

 
 

Mrs. McCall—Middle School ELA 
 

In 5th Grade, we are working on story plots. We have been read-
ing short stories and creating a map of each story. Soon they will 
be writing their own stories.  
In 6th Grade, we are reading the book The Maze Runner by 
James Dashner. Our first pre-reading activity was to research 
how a plague or disease from history and then compare it to how 
COVID-19 affected them. The resulting posters will be hung up in 
our classroom.   
In 7th Grade, we are reading the book The Giver by Lois Lowry. 
The students have been doing several activities to prepare them-
selves to read the book. We are exploring the importance of per-
sonal and community memory and how we interact within our 
community. 

 
 

 Mrs. Rifenburgh-Middle School Arts and Crafts 
7th and 8th Grade Math/High School Health  

 
Hello and welcome to my first Oak Openings for the year. As my 
schedule has changed, my only math classes are 7th and 8th 
Grade. Fortunately, due to some creative scheduling, the large 
7th grade class has been divided into two: 7A and 7B and it has 
made such a difference. For the first time, (which normally hap-
pens in 5th grade but due to Covid) this class is able to switch 
rooms as opposed to the teachers coming to them.  
Middle School Arts and Crafts:  Each morning, I have the oppor-
tunity to do an art project with one of the middle school groups as 
a specials. We have painted sunsets, trees, flags, worked with the 
concept of string art and other mediums. I have enjoyed this class 
first thing in the morning and look forward to the other groups as 
the year goes on. 
7A and 7B Math:  We started the year with a unit on Numbers and 
Operations. They reviewed working with integers and all four op-
erations and gained a stronger background in this area. This is 
such an important building block for their future studies. They 
were given some calculator skills that they can use in the future 
and did very well with those new keys.  We are now working with 
expressions which includes studying the order operations, com-
bining like terms, etc. I’m so pleased to have them in my room 
and in a class size that lends itself to more individual  
8th Grade Math: students also started the year with Numbers and 
Operations. They learned how to change repeating decimals into 
fractions and reviewed the integer operations. They have worked 
with exponents and we are now working with Scientific Notation. 
This group is a hard working group and I look forward to a great 
year.  
I use a variety of internet resources such as  ixl, Prodigy, New 
Jersey Curriculum, ThatQuiz, Quizizz, Math Antics to name a 
few.  When these are assigned, their completion will only be rec-
orded on that website and not in the Google Classroom.  If a stu-

dent marks that it is that completed, one needs to see it in the 
website to know for sure.   
High School Heath: This is the first high school class I have ever 
had in my 37 years of teaching. I’m still working on the curriculum 
for this class, but I have a group of students that are very willing 
to go with whatever I bring them. This is for a  high school credit, 
so at times, we do need to stay more on topic than we do.  
Please encourage your students to do their best while at 
school.  Your encouragement and academic expectations are the 
most powerful influences they have. 

 
 

Middle School Robotics 
 

The kickoff day for the new season was September 17. The 
teams will have been organized and beginning to come up with 
their ideas for their robots.  
 

 
Mr. Rick– Foods 

 
5th grade History of Food 
There are 12 eager 5th graders who are very excited to be able to 
learn how to create things in the kitchen. One of the first items 
they learned was how to make a Birds nest. A couple of students 
told me they even went home to make them for their families.  
High School History of Foods 
 
This is the smallest high school group that has ever been in this 
class. Most have been with me before. We have already started 
preparing for the Thanksgiving Feast. We have frozen sweet corn 
and have made apple sauce.  
7th Grade Social Studies  
 
There are 18 students in this half of the 7th grade. The students 
have been getting used to my expectations for them. It's a learn-
ing curve for the class and myself. Most of them have 
adapted very well. I see improvement in their learning about early 
human history and development.  
 
 



 Classroom News 
 Mr. Bucklin– Physical Education 

So far the Bobcat physical education program has been going 
great. In the elementary classes I took the first couple weeks to 
assess each student's motor skills. After the first couple of weeks 
each class has been working on improving motor skills along with 
improving overall physical condition. We have had some time for 
fun as well, whether it be scooter relay races, sharks and min-
nows or a quick game of line tag. 

  For the middle school classes, the primary focus has been the 
overall improvement of physical health through exercise. Each 
class has a routine that is followed daily, the students are doing 
quite well and improving from day to day. They have also had 
some time for a few fun activities  

 As for the high school class, we are primarily going to be in the 
weight room. In the weight room students will be working on their 
physical condition through weight training. They have daily 
workouts that they perform, and are encouraged to take it upon 
themselves to do extra based on their own individual goals. Cur-
rently everyone is working pretty hard and improving from one 
day to the next.  

Mrs. Skidmore– English 

Welcome back to school everyone! The year is underway and we 
are busy and back in the swing of things. The 12th grade class is 
finishing up their poetry unit and heading into a book 
called Shroud for a Nightingale. Juniors are working hard on their 
argumentative papers. Sophomores are learning some Shake-
speare through Romeo and Juliet. Freshman are reading The 
Glass Castle and working on grammar. I have the honor of teach-
ing eighth grade this year as well. They are currently finishing up 
their independent reading books and for their large project, they 
are turning their books into comic books! In creative writing we've 
been working on writing challenges. I'm so excited to see what 
the year holds for us and I know I'm looking forward to the Fall 
Spelling Bee 2022 that is taking place in November!  

Mr. Sutton—History 

The 9th grade U.S. History class is discussing Prohibition and 
next we will be learning about the period of time known as The 
Great Depression. 

In 6th grade, students are learning about the geography of North 
America. Students are creating thematic maps, identifying physi-
cal features, and researching information about the lands of Unit-
ed States, Canada, and Mexico. 

The 7th grade social studies class is learning about the geogra-
phy of Africa. Students are studying the unique aspects of Africa’s 
physical features. 

The Econ class is studying the different market and business 
structures found in society. Next econ students will be learning 
about prices, supply, and demand. 

The 10th grade World History class is learning about the Mongol 
Empire and the Silk Road. Next, they will be studying other an-
cient civilizations. 

Mr. Herrmann– Math 

Wow, I can’t believe how fast the year is going!  The trees are 
starting to change color, the days are getting shorter and hopeful-
ly cooler, and the students are learning more.  I am back teaching 

math!! Algebra 1 and 2, Geometry, Personal Finance, and 6th 
grade math.  I am also teaching a math recovery class.  All of the 
classes have started smoothly and are progressing forward.   

My students know that my door is always open for questions and 
help and I hope that they continue to take advantage of 
this.  Please feel free to stop by if you want to say hi or speak 
with me about any concerns you may have regarding a student’s 
progress.  

 

Mr. Royer— Industrial Arts & Outdoor Recreation  

Well shiver me timbers! Our first and second hr. Outdoor Ed. 
classes have watched 90 year old Michigan film footage of the 
“Tree Top Daredevils”. Referencing of course the timber cutters 
from Michigan's rich history in the lumber industry. Fast forward to 
today…those big trees are gone, the students say! Dr. Suess 
comes to mind ya know.  

Our students went on a field trip right here in our little village. 
They learned to identify multiple species of trees and poisonous 
plants. They even ate a fresh pear from Mr. Shuler's pear 
tree!  Identifying the “Burr Oak Tree” and the difference between 
it, white oaks and red oaks, was easier than they thought! 

Industrial arts classes have proven that they know how to meas-
ure with a scale or tape measure and will be beginning their de-
scent into the world of dimensional and mechanical drafting.   

Remember folks, we’re all in this together. 

 

Mrs. Sutton– Science 

Welcome to the 2022/2023 School Year! 
 
Physical Science - We have been learning how to calculate den-
sity. We will be doing a few density labs in the near future. After 
this, we will be starting some intro to chemistry. 

8th/7th grade - We have been learning how to make and read 
graphs. We will be looking at some space and Earth science 
along with some physical features and landforms. We also have a 
new program called Amplify that we will be exploring. 
 
11th grade - Students have been learning different maps and 
contour lines. We will be moving into a unit on minerals  
 
9th grade - We have been learning about different types of symbi-
osis. Ask your students to explain and/or give examples of mutu-
alism, commensalism, and parasitism. We have started looking 
more closely at ecosystems and will continue doing so for the 
next few weeks.  







Athletic News 

Ryan VanDosen – Athletic Director 

 

 

 

 

 

The Varsity Football team continues to get better every week, learning what it 

takes to be a program. The team traveled to Engadine, Michigan in the upper 

peninsula to play a Saturday game this past weekend. The team was invited to 

swim in the cool northern waters and the comradery with new friends and family 

was priceless. The Bobcats continue to get better every week, learning what it 

takes to be a program. Their resilience and moxy are certainly their greatest 

strength, and we are very proud of them. The football homecoming will be against 
Tekonsha this year on October 7th followed by Parent/Senior night the following 

week on October 14th.  
 

Junior High Football is off to a great start! They are undefeated at this time with a 

record of 2-0. They defeated Colon in the first game on the final play to become 

victorious with a 28-26 WIN! They then played Waldron and spanked them 56-0. The 
teams next/last home game is on September 28th vs.Tekonsha starts at 5pm. 
 

Varsity Volleyball is off to a fantastic start! The team won the Tekonsha tournament 

at the beginning of their season!  They currently have a record of 5-1.  The Junior 

Varsity Volleyball team is currently at a record of  1-2. They seem to be getting in a 

rhythm. Both teams will continue their play on October 6th, 13h, and 18th. Parent/
Senior night will be on Tuesday, October 18th vs. Bellevue.   
 

Junior High Volleyball has a ton of participants this year. They have almost twenty 

girls and we had to split into two teams. This is a good sign for the program and all 

the girls seem to be having a blast! They will continue their home action on Octo-
ber 3rd, 5th, and 10th. 
 

If you have any questions regarding athletics at Burr Oak Community Schools 

please reach out to me through email at rvandosen@burroakcs.org  or by calling 

the school at 269-489-2213 ext. 209 

 

Go Bobcats! 

mailto:rvandosen@burroakcs.org


 

 

 

 

Fall Pictures With Prater Studios 

Thursday, October 13th 

 

 

Wednesday, October 5th  

County Wide Count Day!  

  It Is Very Important That Your            

Student Is Present On This Day.  

 

 

Coming Soon 

Homecoming 2022 

Dress Up Days 
Monday— Pajama Day 

Tuesday— Marvel vs. DC 

Wednesday—Superhero vs. Villains  

Thursday—Superhero & Sidekick (twin day) 

Friday—Bobcat Spirit Day– Wear Blue & 

White 

 

Class Themes 
Seniors– Black Panther 

Juniors—Batman 

Sophomores—Spiderman 

Freshman—Superman 

Homecoming Court 
Freshman– Percey Johnson &  

          Makaila Whittington 

Sophomore– Austin Cole & Jacob Trennepohl 

  Lucy Marks & Braylyn Hernandez 

Juniors– Charles Brooks &  

      Amy Ledyard 

Seniors– Flavio Hernandez, Hayden Holtom, &

      Dominic Norton 

      Jillian Gates, Makenah Reaper, & 

      Mia VanAtta 

Homecoming Game v. Tekonsha  

Friday, October 7 @ 7:00pm  



 

Wellness Window 

Crystal Hughes & Kathy Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The past month has been very busy. We have begun to teach kindergarten students 

about feelings and emotions. Ms. Smith has spent most of her time working on class 

schedules and helping with our big kindergarten class. Mrs. Hughes implemented 

wellness screeners to grades K-12 and is following up with students and caregivers. 

Mrs. Hughes has a helper, her name is  Ms. Lori Williams and she is an intern with 

CMH working towards her bachelors in social work. She helped with the screeners 

and is loving working with elementary students. Mr. Hunter Raiford helps us out 

when Ms. Smith is teaching in a classroom. As we move into cooler weather be 

mindful of the barometer changes that affect allergies as well as moods. As always 

practice self care. 

 


