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Seniors—  

 

Some of you have been planning for this year for quite some time, while for others it 

seems as though it has suddenly appeared from nowhere. For college-bound seniors, it's 

a time to savor your accomplishments, narrow down your list of colleges, gather all your 

necessary test scores and transcripts, request letters of recommendation, and begin 

work on your college admission applications. Whether you plan to attend a 4-year 

university, 2-year college or vocational school, entering the workforce or joining the 

military, planning ahead is the key to success! 

 

This college planning guide has been designed to do just that. It includes information to 

help you decide on a career major, factors to consider when deciding which school is the 

“best fit” for you, what a college visit should entail, which college entrance exams you 

might need, admission procedures, scholarships, financial aid and much more. I hope you 

will take time to read this guide carefully in order to simplify the transition from high 

school to college, the military, or workforce.   

 

You will need to stay informed about a wealth of information coming to you from many 

sources. Stay focused and organized. 

 

 Listen to daily announcements and read the daily bulletin. If you tune them out, 

you may miss something of great importance to you such as information on 

scholarships, college representative visits, employment opportunities, etc. 

 Utilize the planning timetable on pages 4-5 to envision what your senior year 

should look, month-by-month. 

 Communicate regularly with me about your interests, goals and concerns 

regarding high school and plans for after graduation.  

 Check Google Classroom and school email frequently so you don’t miss important 

announcements and deadlines. This will be my main form of communication with 

you. 

 Utilize online resources. These resources help you compare, connect and choose 

from a vast network of education and employment options, effortlessly building 

powerful plans for your future.  

 

This is an exciting school year filled with awesome opportunities and responsibilities! 

Please do not hesitate to ask for more information or ask questions about the 

information presented in this guide. Play an active part in planning your future, so you 

can be the best that you can be!  

 

Best Wishes, 
 

Mrs. McCullough 
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Planning Timetable 
 

Use this checklist to make sure you meet important deadlines throughout  

your senior year. 

 

 

August/September 
 Register for the September and/or October ACT, if applicable. 

 Schedule a time with your parents/guardians to visit with Mrs. McCullough to make sure you 

will meet all the requirements for graduation and to discuss your plans for after graduation. 

 Narrow your field of college choices. Add or remove schools as necessary.  

 Make sure you meet the admission requirements for all the schools to which you want to apply. 

Double-check the deadlines and apply early! 

 Most early decision and early action applications are due between October 1st and November 

1st. Keep this in mind if you intend to take advantage of these options. Remember to ask Mrs. 

McCullough to send official transcripts to the postsecondary schools to which you are 

applying. 

 College representatives will begin coming to MdCV HS during Advisory to visit with you about 

their school. Pay attention to the daily announcements. This is an excellent way to learn more 

about the admission process, programs offered, scholarship opportunities and financial aid. 

 Pay close attention to the correspondence you receive from Mrs. McCullough through Google 

Classroom and your school email. This will be the main form of communication in sharing 

pertinent information with seniors in a timely manner.  

 Plan to attend the Financial Aid Night scheduled for Monday, October 7th from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

 

October 
 The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) becomes available October 1st. The 

FAFSA is the form that the federal government, states, colleges and other organizations use 

to award financial aid. Submitting it is your key to accessing grants, scholarships, work-study 

programs and federal student loans.  

 Make a final list of schools that interest you and keep a file of deadlines and required 

admission items for each school. 

 Continue thinking about and beginning to write (if you have not already started) any essays to 

be included with your applications. 

 Plan to attend the Parent Information Night scheduled for Tuesday, October 29th from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

 

November 
 Register for the December ACT, if applicable. 

 Ask permission from persons you want to write recommendations or use as references. 

Provide them with a copy of your resume at least two weeks before your deadlines. Be sure to 

follow up with a thank you!  
 Begin investigating all potential sources of financial aid.   
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December 
 If you completed the FAFSA, you should receive your Student Aid Report (SAR) within four to 

six weeks. Make the necessary corrections and return it to the FAFSA processor. 

 Early decision replies usually arrive in December. 

 If you haven't already done so, make sure your official test scores are sent to the post-

secondary schools to which you are applying. 

 Make decisions about housing options and process dorm applications. 

 

 

January/February 
 Register for the February ACT, if applicable. 

 If you haven’t already done so, complete and submit your FAFSA and check for other financial 

aid options. In order to be considered for financial aid, you will need to submit the FAFSA even 

if you have not yet been notified of your acceptance to the post-secondary schools to which 

you have applied.  

 Complete scholarship applications. Contact the financial aid office of the colleges to which you 

have applied to make sure that your information has been received, and that they have 

everything they need from you. 

 

 

March/April 
 Register for the April ACT, if applicable. 

 Pay close attention to the scholarship correspondence you receive from Mrs. McCullough 

through Google Classroom and your school email. This will be the main form of communication in 

sharing pertinent scholarship information with seniors in a timely manner. Be aware of the 

deadlines! 

 You will most likely hear from the post-secondary schools as to whether or not you are 

accepted by April 15th. 

 Compare your acceptance letters, financial aid and scholarship offers. 

 

 

May/June 
 Register for the June and/or ACT, if applicable. 

 If you haven’t already, you should make a decision by May 1st as to which post-secondary 

school you will be attending. Many schools require that your notification letter be postmarked 

by this date. 

 If you were placed on a waiting list for a post-secondary school, and have decided to wait for 

an opening, contact that post-secondary school and let them know you are still very interested. 

 Notify the schools you have decided not to attend. 

 Ask Mrs. McCullough to send your final high school transcript to the post-secondary school you 

will be attending. If you took concurrent courses, it is your responsibility to have your final 

transcript sent to your post-secondary school.  

  

A goal without a plan is just a wish. 
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USD 456 Graduation Requirements 
 

Please make an appointment with Mrs. McCullough to review your transcript to make 

sure you are on track to fulfill the requirements for graduation.  

 

 

 

 

Freshman Year 

 English I        

 Math        

 Physical Science      

 World History       

 Freshmen Health/PE 

 Computer Applications/Business Essentials       

 

 

Sophomore Year       

 English II       

 Math        

 Biology        

 American History        

 Fine Arts Elective    

 

 

Junior Year 

 English III       

 Math        

 Science 

 

 

Senior Year 

 English IV  

 Government       

 Personal Finance (one semester)    

 

 

24 Credits Required To Graduate 

 16.5 required classes (listed above)    

 7.5 elective classes      
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What Are Your 

Post-Secondary Plans? 
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College? Career? Confused? 
 

  
What if you're not sure of what you want                     to do after high school? What kind of job 

or career you want? Need some                                                       career direction? Spend some 

time online and take one or                                                               more of the following self-

assessment tests to give you a better                                   idea of your attitudes and interests 

as they relate to possible career choices.                         Then you can see which career fields are 

a match for your interests. Then you can                      then begin looking for colleges that match 

your career interest. Use these sites                         below to help you get started: 

 

Career Assessments 
 https://xello.world/en/     

 https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/clusterSurvey          

 https://www.yourfreecareertest.com/                      

 https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/assessmentsuite.html 

 

College/Career Searches 
 https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/act-profile.html   

 https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/   

 https://submission.kansasregents.org/public/pi_search.jsp     

 https://www.accreditedschoolsonline.org/kansas/ 

 http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/ 

 http://ksdegreestats.org/program_search.jsp   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://xello.world/en/
https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/clusterSurvey
https://www.yourfreecareertest.com/
https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/assessmentsuite.html
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
https://submission.kansasregents.org/public/pi_search.jsp
https://www.accreditedschoolsonline.org/kansas/
http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
http://ksdegreestats.org/program_search.jsp
http://www.mynextmove.org/
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Determining A Career 
 

 

As a high school student, you’re probably thinking about graduation  

and what comes next. You’ve got many important decisions ahead of  

you. What are you going to do after graduation? What are you going 

to study in college? What do you want to do with your life? These are just 

a few of the many questions high school students face. Finding the answers begins with choosing a 

satisfying career. 

 

The first thing to consider when choosing your career path is YOU. Your interests, strengths and 

personality play a big part in determining which careers will provide you with the most personal 

satisfaction. Here are some things you can do to help you research careers. 

 

ACT Profile 

If you are not ready to choose a major it is wise to start with a planning tool such as ACT Profile. 

This will save you and your parents time and money in the long run. ACT Profile is an online career 

assessment website that provides a variety of resources to help you explore and plan for post-

secondary transitions and careers. Designed to guide you through the career planning process, 

the system provides you with career awareness, college and career exploration, post-secondary 

and workforce preparation. ACT Profile offers the following: 

 

 Learn About Myself 

Learn about your interests and skills by taking assessments. Once you've taken an 

assessment, you can look at some occupations that may interest you based on your results. 

 

 Explore Careers 

There are hundreds of careers waiting for you to explore them. Here, you'll be able to 

find, save, and compare some of the careers that interest you.  

 

 Plan for Education 

At this point, you've probably made a tentative choice about your future. Next, you'll want 

to decide what to do after high school to get there. Now is the best time to make plans to 

get the education or training you need for your career choice. Explore some of these 

resources and update your education plan. 

 

 Plan for Work 

Before you begin searching for work, there are many resources you can prepare to help 

you secure the best possible job. These documents—things like resume, cover letters, and 

references—should be updated often. Use the tools in ACT Profile to create these 

resources. You'll want to keep them in your portfolio during the job search. 
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 Find a Job 

After all of that preparation, it's time to find the job you want. In this section, you'll 

learn about ways to find job openings and begin searching for them. 

 

 My Portfolio 

Your portfolio is made up of all of the information you've stored while exploring the site. 

Your portfolio can be seen by you, Mrs. McCullough, and your parents. These individuals can 

help you make decisions about your education plans and career goals. To get started, visit 

www.actprofile.org and create your account.  

 

Talk To Your Academic Advisor  

Do you think of talking to an academic advisor only when you want to change a class or are in 

trouble? Academic advisors are at school to help you prepare for the future as well as help you 

with your present concerns. Make an appointment with Mrs. McCullough to discuss your future 

plans. Here are some questions you may ask: Are my classes and grades preparing me for a 

career? What do you see as my strengths and weaknesses? What are some careers available in 

our community that I might like? What can I do now to prepare for a career? What financial 

assistance is available? Mrs. McCullough will visit with you during the fall semester to make sure 

you are on track to graduate. At this time, we will also discuss your future plans for after 

graduation. Take advantage of this opportunity to help prepare for a successful senior year! 

 

Get A Job  

A part-time job can teach you many valuable skills you will later need in a career. It can teach you 

to be dependable, improve your ability to get along with others, require you to plan your free time 

between study and social activities, teach you to budget money, and help you see the advantages 

and disadvantages of working. A boring part-time job will motivate you to do well in school in 

order to prepare for another career. An interesting part-time job might lead to a rewarding and 

profitable career.  

 

Volunteer 

If you want to explore a career area that does not hire part-time  

workers, you may want to do volunteer work. Agencies that have  

volunteer programs include police departments, fire departments,  

hospitals, and city recreation departments. To apply for volunteer  

work, visit the agency and ask to speak to the supervisor.  

 

Job Shadow  

Job shadowing is a career exploration activity that offers an opportunity to spend time with a 

professional currently working in a student’s career field of interest. Job shadowing offers a 

chance to see what it’s actually like working in a specific job. Not only do job shadowers get to 

observe the day-to-day activities of someone in the current workforce, they also get a chance to 

have their questions answered. Even the Internet can't beat the experience of learning about a 

company or career by experiencing it in person in the shadow of a working professional. 
  

http://www.actprofile.org/
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       Which School Is Right For Me? 
 

There are many types of colleges, including public and private, two-year and  

four-year, local and regional, community, vocational, career, and more. Which one  

is right for you and your educational needs? It may take some exploring to  

understand, at which you'll want to pursue your degree, but getting all the  

facts before you apply and enroll is imperative. Explore a variety of college  

possibilities. 

 

Liberal Arts Colleges 

Liberal arts colleges offer a cultural education through four years of study in the arts, 

humanities, and social sciences. Students begin to concentrate on what they have selected as 

their major field of study, for example, literature, psychology or political science typically during 

their junior year. The majority of liberal arts colleges is private and enrolls fewer than 5,000 

students. 

 

Specialized Colleges 

These institutions offer a directed study toward a particular career, such as engineering, art, 

music, or military. They are specialized and put less emphasis on a broad liberal arts education. 

Students who attend these schools are already committed to specialized careers to which 

degrees from these schools lead. 

 

Technical/Vocational Schools  

Technical and vocational programs are shorter, more focused training and educational programs 

that prepare students for immediate employment. Although both types of schools are considered 

trade or career schools, they do vary a bit in their focus. Technical schools teach the theory and 

science behind the occupation and usually result in an associate degree, pre-bachelor's technical 

degree or certificate. Technical programs usually focus on studying books and manuals for 

computer-oriented training and careers. Vocational schools take a more hands-on approach to 

teaching the skills needed to do the job successfully. Vocational courses and programs often 

result in a certificate of completion. This type of program focuses on teaching a specific trade 

with a hands-on approach, like construction, agriculture or health, as well as teaching general 

employment skills, such as typing. 

 

Community Colleges  

Community colleges offer a more personalized college experience  

with smaller classes and smaller teacher/student ratios. Students  

can take specialized classes to earn a certificate or take the full  

two-year coursework to earn an Associate’s degree. Certifications  

are offered in many areas of training such as nursing, computer  

repair, allied health, law enforcement, firefighting, welding, etc.  

Many community college students continue on to universities to  

earn their bachelor’s degree after acquiring their associate’s degree. 
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Universities 

A university usually contains a liberal arts college, separate  

undergraduate programs such as engineering, business or  

computer science, and a variety of graduate programs that  

grant Master of Science or Doctor of Philosophy degrees.  

Universities usually include graduate professional schools in  

such fields as law, business, and medicine. Universities are  

generally large and enrollments of 5,000 or more are not  

uncommon. There are both private and public universities.   

 

Online Colleges 

Online colleges and schools can lead to a certification, license or degree. Students choosing this 

option must be self-motivated and self-directed. This option works for students who must work 

due to necessity or prefer to work at their own pace. Most of the courses can be completed 

online and scheduled on the student’s timeline. This option is not for students who are unable to 

work on their own and tend to procrastinate. Be sure to research the online school thoroughly as 

you would with any other educational institution. 

 

Factors Which May Influence Your Choice 
 

Choosing a post-secondary school should be a step-by-step process designed to fit your needs. 

You should never choose a post-secondary school just because that is where your best friend is 

going. Here are some factors to consider: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

        

1. Type of Institution    6. Extra-Curricular Activities 

     -Public or private          -Varsity or intramural sports 

     -Two-year or four-year         -Organizations and clubs 

     -Co-ed or single sex         -Music, art, and drama 

     -Religious affiliation 

       7. Admissions Criteria 

2. Major Area of Study         -ACT/SAT scores  

     -Quality of academic program        -Competitive or non-competitive     

     -Availability of desired degree    

       8. Housing Facilities 

3. Cost of Tuition and Fees              -Residence halls 

     -Availability of financial aid        -Apartments 

     -Availability of scholarships        -Meal plans 

     -Renewal of scholarships         -Roommate selection 

 

4. Location           9. Special Programs 

     -Size of community          -Study abroad 

     -Distance from home         -Work-study   

            -Internships 

5. Student Body Composition                -Job placement 

     -Total enrollment      

     -Demographic make-up    
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Types of Military Service 
 

 

The United States military consists of five active-duty services and their 

respective guard and reserve units. Together, they offer a broad variety 

of ways to serve. There are five active branches of the military.  

 

 

 Army—As the oldest branch of the military, the Army protects the security of the United 

States and its resources.  

 

 Marine Corps—Working closely with the Navy, the Marine Corps is often first on the ground 

in combat situations.  

 

 Navy—The Navy defends the right to travel and trade freely on the world’s oceans and 

protects national interests overseas.  

 

 Air Force—The Air Force protects American interests at home and abroad with a focus on air 

power.  

 

 Coast Guard—The Coast Guard is a military, multi-mission, maritime service within the 

Department of Homeland Security. Its core roles are to protect the public, the environment 

and U.S. economic and security interests in any maritime region, including international waters 

and America’s coasts, ports and inland waterways.  

 

Each service has a corresponding reserve, and most states and territories have an Army National 

Guard and air National Guard unit. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ASVAB 
Students who are serious about exploring their military options should take the ASVAB (Armed 

Services Vocational Aptitude Battery). The ASVAB is a nine-part, three-hour test designed to 

identify a student’s aptitudes and strengths. Taking the ASVAB in no way obligates a student to 

the military. A student must, however,            obtain a minimum score on the 

ASVAB in order to enlist in the military    Recruiters usually make the 

testing arrangements for the ASVAB            and will help explain the score 

results.  

 

The higher the student’s ASVAB score,             the more career and training 

options he/she will have. It is therefore, very important for students to do as well as possible on 

the ASVAB. Because each military branch has its own score requirements, students should have 

recruiters from different military branches evaluate their scores.   
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College Comparison Worksheet 

 

College Name    

Location 

     -distance from home 
   

Size 

     -enrollment 

     -physical size of campus 

   

Environment 

     -type of school (2yr/4yr) 

     -school setting (urban/rural) 

     -location & size of nearest city 

     -co-ed/male/female 

     -religious affiliation 

   

Admissions Requirements 

     -deadline 

     -average test scores/GPA/rank 

     -special requirements 

     -notification 

   

Academics 

     -your major offered? 

     -special requirements 

     -accreditation 

     -typical class size 

   

College Expenses 

     -tuitions, room, & board 

     -estimated total budget 

     -application fee, deposits 

   

Financial Aid 

     -deadline 

     -required forms 

     -percent receiving aid 

     -scholarships 

   

Housing 

     -residence hall requirement 

     -availability 

     -types & sizes 

     -meal plans 

 

  

  

Facilities 

     -academic 

     -recreational 

   

Activities 

     -clubs, organizations 

     -Greek life 

     -athletics, intramurals 

   

Campus Visits 

     -when available? 

     -special opportunities 
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KBOR Qualified Admissions Curriculum 
 

 

Five of the six state universities in Kansas, including Emporia State University, Fort Hays State University, Kansas 

State University, Pittsburg State University, and Wichita State University, use the standards below to review 

applicants for undergraduate admission. The University of Kansas has different admissions standards from those 

listed below, (visit admissions.ku.edu for more information). Standards are set by the Kansas Board of Regents. 

 

You can guarantee admission to five of the state’s universities by completing the Qualified Admissions or Kansas Scholars curriculum with a 2.0 

GPA and by meeting one of the following requirements: 

 

 ACT score of at least 21; OR 

 SAT score of at least 980; OR 

 Graduate in the top 1/3 of your class  

 If you enroll in concurrent courses, it is also required that you achieve a 2.0 GPA or higher in those courses. 

 

One credit is equivalent to one year, or two semesters. Concurrent enrollment and online courses may be used to fulfill the QA curriculum 

requirements. All courses must appear on your high school transcript. Courses completed in junior high do not fulfill the QA math requirements. 

 

 

ENGLISH 4 approved credits: 

 English I 

 English II 

 English III 

 English IV 

 ½ credit may be Speech/Public Speaking 

MATH 3 approved credits: 

 Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 

 Any course with Algebra II as a prerequisite 

AND students must meet the ACT college readiness math benchmark of 22 

 

OR 

 

4 approved credits, with one credit taken in the graduating year: 

 Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 

 Any course with Algebra II as a prerequisite 

NATURAL SCIENCE 3 approved credits, one of which must be a full credit of Chemistry or Physics: 

 Physical Science 

 Biology 

 Earth & Space Science 

 Anatomy & Physiology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 3 approved credits:                           

 World History                                                 

 American History                                                              

 Government 

ELECTIVES 3 approved credits from the core subjects above, or any of the following: 

 Fine Arts (Graphic Design, Band, Choir, Spanish I, Spanish II)  

 Computer/Information Systems (Computer Applications II, Web Page Design, Sports Marketing, 

Entrepreneurship, Accounting, Integrated Marketing Applications, Marketing Applications)  

 Career Technical Education (Horticulture I, Horticulture II, Animal Science, Wildlife Management, Ag 

Communication & Leadership, Ag Mechanics, Advanced Ag Mechanics, Agri Science, Nutrition & Wellness, 

Baking 101, Parenting, Human Growth & Development, Lifetime Foods, Interior Design, Fundamentals of 

Design, Apparel Construction, Career Connections, Community Connections, Personal Finance  
 

These are just some, not all, of the credits available. Kansas Course Codes are used to identify courses that fulfill 

curriculum requirements. For a complete list of approved courses, visit: kansasregents.org/academic_affairs/ 

qualified_admissions/317-approved_qualified_admissions_curricula_at_ high_schools 

http://www.admissions.ku.edu/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/clipart-pics/education-clip-art-13.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/25-education-clip-art.html&h=300&w=274&tbnid=IeDskNOlKHg3rM:&zoom=1&q=education&docid=c01iJveOjktprM&ei=5akAVPeQI868ggTi-4DADw&tbm=isch&ved=0CGkQMyhhMGE4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=999&page=12&start=285&ndsp=23
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KBOR Scholars Curriculum 
 

 

Completion of the Kansas Scholars Curriculum is one of the requirements Kansas residents must meet  

in order to receive State Scholar designation. This occurs during the senior year of high school.  

 

What are the other requirements to become a State Scholar? 

 Students must have taken the ACT between April of the sophomore year and December of the  

 senior year. 

 Students must be a Kansas resident. 

 Students must have their curriculum and 7th semester GPA certified on the official roster by  

 the high school counselor, registrar, or similar official. 

 

What is the benefit of completing the Kansas Scholars Curriculum? 

Students who complete this curriculum and meet the other requirements, may be designated as State Scholars, 

which makes one eligible to receive the Kansas State Scholarship as provided by the Kansas Legislature. The 

academic profile of recent scholars includes an average ACT of 30 and an average GPA of 3.91. 

 

State Scholars may receive up to $1,000 annually for up to four undergraduate years (five, if enrolled in a 

designated five-year program) based on financial need and the availability of state funds. Financial need is 

measured by federal methodology using data submitted on the FAFSA. 
 

ENGLISH 4 approved credits: 

 English I 

 English II 

 English III 

 English IV 

 ½ unit may be Speech/Public Speaking 

MATH 4 approved credits:  
 

Students must complete the following: 

 *Algebra I 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 
 

In addition, students must complete at least one of the following:  

 Pre-Calculus 

 Calculus 
 

*Algebra taken in the 8th grade is accepted. 

SCIENCE 3 approved credits including: 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

Applied/technical courses may not substitute for a credit of science. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 3 approved credits from the following:                           

 World History 

 American History 

 Government 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 2 approved credits of the same foreign language 
 

 
 

 

For more information visit kansasregents.org/students/student_financial_aid. 

  

http://images.google.com/imgres?q=free+clipart+graduation&start=118&safe=active&biw=1054&bih=751&tbm=isch&tbnid=9oyGwV2PlEm4iM:&imgrefurl=http://doblelol.com/21/graduation-cap-clip-art-funny.htm&docid=FqBM6Zb4ttx7bM&imgurl=http://doblelol.com/thumbs/graduation-cap-clip-art-funny_4651613858038213.jpg&w=480&h=328&ei=C3wnUuTiCsiorAHX-YCoBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=735&vpy=329&dur=1078&hovh=185&hovw=272&tx=172&ty=80&page=5&tbnh=109&tbnw=160&ndsp=34&ved=1t:429,r:31,s:100,i:97
http://www.kansasregents.org/
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KBOR System Wide Transfer 

There is a growing list of courses approved by the Kansas Board of Regents for guaranteed 

transfer among all Kansas public post-secondary institutions. From College Algebra and English 

Composition I & II, to Public Speaking and Art History I & II, a student who completes a course 

listed as a guaranteed transfer course at any Kansas public community college, technical college, 

or university can be certain that he or she can transfer that course to any other Kansas public 

institution in pursuit of a degree or credential. Please visit, https://kansasregents.org/transfer_ 

articulation for a complete listing of eligible courses. 

 

Guidelines and requirements vary between schools, so be sure to research both schools' admission 

and transfer policies carefully. For questions regarding transfer of course credit, contact the 

universities' Admission Office for assistance. 

 

 

 

          Emporia State University 

          https://ssb.emporia.edu/pls/prod/lmuhwskthst.LMUTransHist 

  
 

          Fort Hays State University 

          https://www.fhsu.edu/registrar/transferring-courses-from-a-community-college/ 

 

 

          Kansas State University 

          https://go.k-state.edu/Equiv 

 

 
          Pittsburg State University 

          http://www.pittstate.edu/office/registrar/transfer-equiv.dot 

 

 

          University of Kansas 

 https://credittransfer.ku.edu/  

 

 

          Wichita State University 

       https://webapps.wichita.edu/TransferEquiv/ 

 
 

 Washburn University 

https://washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/nursing/undergrad/rn-bsn/transfer_ 

guides-rnbsn.html   

https://kansasregents.org/transfer_%20articulation
https://kansasregents.org/transfer_%20articulation
https://washburn.edu/academics/college-schools/nursing/undergrad/rn-bsn/transfer_
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       Is A College Education Worth It? 
 

Sure, you could go straight to work after high school. Who has time or money to  

spend four years in school, right? But, if you’re debating, “is college worth the  

cost?”—consider this: technical colleges are a quick and affordable alternative  

to land the jobs worth going to college for. Unlike four-year universities, you can 

graduate in less than a year with the training you need to get a better position  

and higher salary than if you skipped school altogether. 

 

While you may be able to get a job in the field you want without an education, here  

are some factors to consider when making your decision about skipping college or getting that degree: 

 

Job Opportunities 

On average, students with associate’s degrees have far higher employment rates than those with only 

their high school diploma. In fact, students with technical associate’s degrees have a higher employment 

rate than the national average. The jobs worth going to college for are the ones that are in demand, and 

a technical education can prepare you for those hot careers. 

Salary Potential 

With high starting salaries and plenty of room to grow and advance, technical careers are some of 

the jobs worth going to college for. Employers are willing to pay more for someone with specific skills 

and training—and the degree or certificate to prove it. In as little as two years, you could be earning 

up to $40,000, $50,000 or even $60,000 per year. 

 

Real-World Experience 

Employers love hiring from technical colleges, because they know the graduates have the latest 

industry skills and a proven professionalism. Technical schools also develop relationships with 

potential employers to help give you opportunities to train at prospective employers’ facilities. This 

gives you hands-on experience similar to what you’ll see at your future worksite. You graduate with an 

impressive resume to get the attention of any hiring manager. 

 

At the end of the day, a technical education will better prepare you for your career. You’ll get the 

training you need to arrive on the job with the skills to be successful, and help you immediately earn 

more than you would with only your high school diploma. 

 

So, is a college education worth it? The truth is that technical colleges offer degrees that pay off. 

 

What are you waiting for? 
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NAIA Eligibility Requirements 

 

PlayNAIA.org helps future student-athletes discover and connect with NAIA schools, coaches and 

athletic scholarships. PlayNAIA is also the official clearinghouse for NAIA eligibility. Every student-

athlete must register with the NAIA Eligibility Center to play sports at an NAIA college or university. 

 

The NAIA Eligibility Center, at www.PlayNAIA.org, is responsible for determining the NAIA 

eligibility of first-time student athletes. The requirements are simple. An entering freshman must: 
 

 Be a graduate of an accredited high school or be accepted as a regular student in good 

standing as defined by the enrolling institution, and 

 Meet two of the three following requirements. If as an entering freshman you do not meet at 

least two of the three standards, you cannot participate in athletics for the first full year of 

attendance (2 semesters, 3 quarters, or equivalent). 

You Must Meet Two Of The Three 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEST SCORE 

REQUIREMENT 

 

Achieve a minimum of 18 

on the ACT or 860 on the 

SAT. 

 

Tests must be taken on a 

state, national or 

international testing date; 

scores must be achieved 

on a single test. The SAT 

must be achieved on the 

Critical Reading and Math 

sections only. The Writing 

score cannot be used. You 

must pass the 

standardized test prior to 

the term in which you want 

to participate in athletics. 

 

When registering for the 

tests, students should 

indicate the NAIA code 

“9876” to have their 

scores sent directly to the 

NAIA Eligibility Center. 

Test scores that appear on 

high school transcripts are 

not valid. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL GPA 

REQUIREMENT 

 

Achieve a minimum overall 

high school grade point 

average of 2.0 on a 4.0 

scale. 

 

The NAIA accepts the 

grade point average 

determined by the high 

school, provided it is 

recorded and awarded in 

the same manner as for 

every other student at  

the school. 

 

CLASS RANK 

REQUIREMENT 

 

Graduate in the top half of 

your high school class. 

 

If a student’s class rank 

does not appear on the 

transcript, a signed letter 

from the principal or 

headmaster, written on 

the school’s letterhead 

and with the school’s 

official seal, stating the 

student’s final class rank 

position or percent may be 

submitted. 
 

http://www.playnaia.org/
http://www.playnaia.org/page/students.php
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High School Timeline for NCAA 

 

 

 

High School Timeline For NCAA 
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Make sure MdCV 

HS courses are 

approved! 
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Test Scores 
If you took the SAT in March 2016 or after, and plan to attend an NCAA Division II college or 

university in the 2018-19 or 2019-20 academic years, use the following charts to understand the core-

course GPA you need to meet NCAA Division II requirements.  

 

A combined SAT score is calculated by adding reading and math subscores. An ACT sum score is 

calculated by adding English, math, reading and science subscores. You may take the SAT or ACT an 

unlimited number of times before you enroll full time in college. If you take either test more than once, 

the best subscores from each test are used for the academic certification process. 
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Full Qualifier 

• Complete 16 core courses. 

• Ten of the 16 core courses must be completed 

before the seventh semester (senior year) of 

high school. 

• Seven of the 10 core courses must be in English, 

math or natural/physical science. 

• Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.300. 

• Earn the ACT/SAT score matching your core-course 

GPA on the Division I sliding scale (see next page). 

• Graduate high school. 

 

Academic Redshirt 

• Complete 16 core courses. 

• Earn a core-course GPA of at least 2.000. 

• Earn the ACT/SAT score matching your core-course 

GPA on the Division I sliding scale (see next page). 

• Graduate high school. 
 

Full Qualifier 
College-bound student-athletes may practice, 

compete and receive athletics scholarships 

during their first year of enrollment at an 

NCAA Division I school. 

 

Academic Redshirt 
College-bound student-athletes may receive 

athletics scholarships during their first year of 

enrollment and may practice during their first 

regular academic term, but may NOT compete 

during their first year of enrollment. 

 

Nonqualifier 
College-bound student-athletes cannot 

practice, receive athletics scholarships or 

compete during their first year of enrollment 

at an NCAA Division I school. 

 

Make sure MdCV 

HS courses are 

approved! 
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Test Scores 
When a student registers for the SAT or ACT, he/she can use the NCAA Eligibility Center code of 9999 so his/her scores 

are sent directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from the testing agency. Test scores on transcripts will not be used in 

his/her academic certification.  
 

A combined SAT score is calculated by adding reading and math subscores. An ACT sum score is calculated by adding English, 

math, reading and science subscores. A student may take the SAT or ACT an unlimited number of times before he/she 

enrolls full time in college. If a student takes either test more than once, the best subscores from each test are used for 

the academic certification process.  
 

If you took the SAT in March 2016 or after, and plan to attend an NCAA Division I college or university in the 2018-19 or 

2019-20 academic years, use the following charts to understand the core-course GPA you need to meet NCAA Division I 

requirements. 
 

 

  

DIVISION I 
FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE 

Core GPA New SAT* Old SAT 
(Prior to 3/2016) 

ACT Sum 

3.550 400 400 37 

3.525 410 410 38 

3.500 430 420 39 

3.475 440 430 40 

3.450 460 440 41 

3.425 470 450 41 

3.400 490 460 42 

3.375 500 470 42 

3.350 520 480 43 

3.325 530 490 44 

3.300 550 500 44 

3.275 560 510 45 

3.250 580 520 46 

3.225 590 530 46 

3.200 600 540 47 

3.175 620 550 47 

3.150 630 560 48 

3.125 650 570 49 

3.100 660 580 49 

3.075 680 590 50 

3.050 690 600 50 

3.025 710 610 51 

3.000 720 620 52 

2.975 730 630 52 

2.950 740 640 53 

2.925 750 650 53 

2.900 750 660 54 

2.875 760 670 55 

2.850 770 680 56 

2.825 780 690 56 

2.800 790 700 57 

2.775 800 710 58 

 

DIVISION I 
FULL QUALIFIER SLIDING SCALE 

 

Core GPA New SAT* Old SAT 
(Prior to 3/2016) 

ACT Sum 

2.750 810 720 59 

2.725 820 730 60 

2.700 830 740 61 

2.675 840 750 61 

2.650 850 760 62 

2.625 860 770 63 

2.600 860 780 64 

2.575 870 790 65 

2.550 880 800 66 

2.525 890 810 67 

2.500 900 820 68 

2.475 910 830 69 

2.450 920 840 70 

2.425 930 850 70 

2.400 940 860 71 

2.375 950 870 72 

2.350 960 880 73 

2.325 970 890 74 

2.300 980 900 75 

2.299 990 910 76 

A
C

A
D

EM
IC

 R
ED

SH
IR

T 
2.275 990 910 76 

2.250 1000 920 77 

2.225 1010 930 78 

2.200 1020 940 79 

2.175 1030 950 80 

2.150 1040 960 81 

2.125 1050 970 82 

2.100 1060 980 83 

2.075 1070 990 84 

2.050 1080 1000 85 

2.025 1090 1010 86 

2.000 1100 1020 86 

 

*Final concordance research between the new SAT and ACT is ongoing. 
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MdCV HS Approved Courses For NCAA 
 

 

To check for an updated list of approved NCAA courses, go to https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/ 

exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool, enter 171-985 for our CEEB/ACT Code, then 

Search. 

 

  

(last updated 9.11.15) 

English 

English 9 

English 10 

English 11 

English 12 

College Composition I 

College Literature I 

Mathematics 

Geometry 

Algebra 1      

Algebra 2      

College Algebra 

College Trigonometry   
 

Social Science 

World Geography   

World History 

American History 

Government 

Current Social Issues 

College American History to 1865 

College American History from 1865 

Natural/Physical Science 

Physical Science       w/lab 

Earth & Space Science  

Environmental Science  

Biology        w/lab 

Chemistry        w/lab  

Anatomy & Physiology      w/lab 

Botany  

Zoology  

Physics                    w/lab 

College Principles of Biology      w/lab 

Additional Core Courses 

Spanish I 

Spanish II 

Spanish III 

French I 

French II 

French III 

https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/%20exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool
https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/%20exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool
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College Entrance Exams  
 

Most every college requires that students take a college entrance exam. 

Standardized college admission tests assist colleges in evaluating students 

who come from various sections of the country and schools with diverse 

grading systems and standards. Consult your college catalog or website to  

find out if they require the Accuplacer, ACT, or the SAT. Most four-year colleges will accept 

both the ACT or SAT as both serve as good predictors of academic performance and college 

readiness for college level work. The Accuplacer can be taken in place of the ACT or SAT for 

students looking to attend a community college or vocational school. 

 

The ACT registration flyer is available in Mrs. McCullough’s office, as well as a sample ACT 

practice test book. You are encouraged to register online for the ACT at www.actstudent.org. 

Please do not forget to include MdCV’s High School code, which is 171-985, on your ACT 

registration form. This allows MdCV High School to receive your official ACT scores. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ACT Test Dates 
 

   Regular Registration        Late Registration  Photo Upload 

Test Date  Postmark Deadline        Postmark Deadline  Deadline 
             ($30 late fee)   

 

September 14    August 16         August 17-30   August 30 

October 26  September 20        September 21-October 14 October 4 

December 14  November 8         November 9-22   November 22 

February 8  January 10         January 11-17   January 17  

April 4          February 28         February 29-March 13  March 13 

June 13  May 8          May 9-22   May 22 

July 18  June 19         June 20-26   June 26 

 

ACT Registration: $52 

ACT and ACT Plus Writing Registration: $68 
 

Visit www.actstudent.org to register for the ACT. 

 

 

 SAT Test Dates 
 

Visit http://sat.collegeboard.org/home to register for the SAT. 
 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home


28 
 

 

College Visits 
 

 

Campus visits are an essential part of your college search  

process. The purpose of these visits is for you to gain information 

about whether you and a particular college are a good match. A campus visit makes a college come 

alive. The visiting process allows you to find out more than just facts and figures about a college. 

Being on campus allows you to get a feel for the students, the campus and community. You should 

always plan to visit a college before you make your final decision on where to attend. 

 

It is highly recommended that parents be involved in your visits and the entire college search 

process. However, the choice you ultimately make should be the school that is right for you. Here 

are some suggestions for how to profit most from a campus visit: 

 

 Plan Ahead. Call the Admissions Office to make arrangements for your visit. You should 

always do this well in advance of the date that you would like to visit. Most schools want 

you to register online. Pay close attention to special visit day deadlines! 

 

 Tour The Campus. Get an overview of the campus and a student's perspective of the 

school. Tour guides are usually undergraduate students with information you won't find in 

brochures. Of particular importance may be the library facilities, research labs, sports 

facilities, performing arts centers, etc. 

 

 Attend Classes. Arrange to talk with a professor (in your area of interest) and sit in on a 

class so that you can investigate the academic side of college life.  

 

 Check Out Housing Facilities. Whether you live on-campus or off-campus, you absolutely 

must see what living arrangements are available. Dorms and dining halls should be at the 

top of your list of facilities to see. When all other factors are equal, living arrangements 

may be the critical decisive factor in choosing between similar schools. Dorms can vary 

tremendously, even on the same campus. If possible, you may want to stay overnight in a 

dorm to discover what this experience is like and to have the opportunity to talk with 

other students on an informal basis. 

 

 Tune-In To What's Going On Around You. For insight into campus life, read a campus 

newspaper and the bulletin boards for announcements of events. Attend a play, ballgame, 

lecture, or concert if it is convenient. Take advantage of what's going on while you're 

touring the school. Be attentive of the mood on campus.   

 

 Financial Aid. Visit the Financial Aid Office to explore the available sources of funding 

from the school. Check into scholarships, work-study, grants, loans, or any other forms of 

financial assistance the school can offer. Get any applications necessary for financial aid. 

Know the deadlines! 
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 Be Observant Of Safety Issues. For many students, security and safety are 

considerations when evaluating a school. Find out how well the campus is patrolled. 

Colleges are required by federal law to record the number of serious offenses on their 

campuses and to make those figures available to the public.  

 

 Ask About Student Services. Schools differ greatly in the number of services that are 

offered to students. Ask about counseling centers for both personal issues and career 

guidance. Check out the Placement Office to see how helpful 

they are in placing students into jobs upon graduation. What 

employers come to campus regularly to interview graduates 

for jobs in their organizations? What assistance is available 

in getting a summer job or finding part-time employment 

while attending school? 

 

 Drive Around Town. Each school you visit will be part of a larger community. Evaluate the 

advantages of the town. Some things to consider are: size of the community, prospects 

for employment, public transportation, cultural or sports attractions, and recreational 

activities. Another important factor may be closeness of the campus to movies, shopping 

facilities, fast-food restaurants, and bookstores. 

 

 Synthesize Your Impressions. Take time to carefully evaluate your feelings about the 

school and write down some immediate thoughts and impressions from your visit. Use the 

College Comparison Worksheet on page 15 to help with this process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Visit Days 
 

The only way to really decide on a college is to take an actual visit to that college! Seniors are 

allowed two excused college visit days to be used at your discretion throughout the year.  

 

 Prior to your visit, you will need to complete a “College Visit Request” form located in 

Google Classroom. Obtain teacher signatures for the day you will be absent for your 

visit. Be sure to make arrangements for any missed assignments prior to being gone. 

 

 Upon your return from your visit, you will need to provide proof of attendance to Mrs. 

Samsel. Proof of attendance can be anything signed from the college that indicates you 

were at your college visit, a parking ticket, etc. Please turn this in to Mrs. Samsel so 

your absence can be excused. 

 

 College visit days must be taken before May 1st.  
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Questions For Your Campus Visit 
 

You found it! The college of your dreams looks perfect...in the catalog. But you 

can't find all the answers about your school in brochures. Visiting the school and 

asking the right questions will give you a better idea if this is the school for you.  
 

 

Admissions & Academic Information 

 What type of admissions procedure do you follow? What are the deadlines and 

notification dates? 

 What admissions exams do you require? What range of scores is acceptable? 

 What factors are important in the selection process? What importance do you attach to 

a student's high school transcript, concurrent transcript, extracurricular activities, 

special talents, recommendation letters, etc? 

 Do you require an interview? 

 What core courses are required? How do freshmen make their schedules? 

 Do underclassmen have regular professors or graduate assistants as instructors? 

 If I'm undecided about my major, when must I decide? Are guidance services available? 

 Ask about the academic advisement program. 

 Ask about research and lab facilities, if appropriate. 

 Ask about the accessibility of computer and library facilities. Ask about computer 

options. What kind does the campus use? Are the services free? 

 Does this college offer the major that interests you? How strong is the program? 

 If you are interested in a career that requires professional certification, does your 

school offer the appropriate training? Is the program accredited? How many students 

enrolled in the program pass the certification exam? 

 Will your previous college credits transfer? 

 What is the average number of students in each class? What is the ratio of faculty to 

students? Will you get enough contact/attention from your teachers? 

 What is the retention rate (how many students come back after their freshman year)? 

 What percentage of the students graduate in four years? 

 How easy is it to get the courses you want at the times that are convenient for you? 

 What does the school do to help graduates find jobs? What kinds of career planning 

services are available? Ask about the Placement Office and success rates in placing 

graduates in jobs. 

 What percentage of graduates finds jobs in the field they studied? 

 What percentages of students successfully apply to graduate school? 

 If appropriate, ask about programs and facilities for students with special needs.  

 

 

  The campus visit is among the most valuable parts of the college selection process 
and typically the determining factor in a student’s college choice. 
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College Costs & Financial Aid 

 What are your current comprehensive costs? What does this include?  

 Is all financial aid based on need, or do you have merit-based scholarships? What 

scholarships are available for students with special talents, such as athletics, music, 

drama, art, etc.? 

 How do you apply for scholarships? Do you apply by contacting a certain department, 

through the general admissions application or through the Financial Aid Office? 

 Are there work-study options available on campus? Are there campus jobs for students 

who do not qualify for need-based work-study?  How do I apply for a campus job? 

 If I accept a scholarship from your school and then decide to attend elsewhere, what are 

my obligations? 

 Ask for a listing of scholarship and financial aid deadlines. 

 Are payment plans available? 

 What kind of refund can you get if you have to drop out? What will I have to repay? 
 

Housing Options & Resources 

 Are freshmen required to live on campus? Where do sophomores/juniors/seniors live? 

 What types of housing are available? (dorms, apartments, independent housing, Greek) 

 How much does housing cost? Is it easy to get on-campus housing? How hard is it to find 

housing off-campus? 

 What percentage of students lives on or near campus? 

 Get descriptions of residence hall living options. Residence halls vary even on the same 

campus. Ask for a tour. 

 Ask about the roommate selection process. 

 Get descriptions of the options for meal plans. What kind of meal plan is offered in the 

dorms? Ask students about the quality of cafeteria food.   

 How accessible are laundry facilities? 

 How many computers/computer labs are there? Are they up-to-date? 

 What is the quality of the library and research facilities? 

 What kind of health facilities and services does the college offer? 
 

Campus Environment & Student Life  
 What percentage of students is male/female?  

 How safe is the campus?  
 What percentage of the students are commuters? 

 What do students do for fun? 

 What percentage of the students is in fraternities or sororities? 

 What about parking? What kind of transportation is available? 

 What intercollegiate and intramural athletics are available? What are the recreational 

facilities like? 

 Does the school have a religious affiliation and/or require church or chapel attendance? 

 Ask about the Greek system. How active are the sororities and fraternities? How do I sign 

up for rush? 

 What clubs, organizations, and religious groups are available on or near campus? 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=college+visit&start=218&um=1&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1238&bih=713&tbm=isch&tbnid=WmErbFfZ13HwpM:&imgrefurl=http://www.smartcollegevisit.com/2013/01/college-admission-interview-tips.html&docid=1kdvbKSZShRWpM&itg=1&imgurl=http://smartcollegevisit.typepad.com/.a/6a0120a5738b4b970b01538e899dc1970b-320wi&w=320&h=176&ei=iNNvUrhx7K7IAYqkgPAI&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=172&page=9&tbnh=140&tbnw=244&ndsp=29&ved=1t:429,r:18,s:200,i:58&tx=123&ty=65
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Application For Admission Checklist 
 

You’ve poured over the brochures, you’ve sifted through endless stacks of mail and you’ve even 

managed to visit a couple of prospective schools. Now comes the exhausting part: completing 

those applications. But before you submit, here’s a quick checklist to make sure you have not 

left anything out.  

 

_____  Know why you are applying to each school. Application fees can range from $30  

 to well over $50. Apply only to those schools you would actually consider attending. 
 

_____  Before you start to fill out any application, make a copy. Use the copy as a worksheet  

 and work on them until you are satisfied. Then transfer information to the original. 
 

_____  Prepare a separate folder for each application with key dates and information  

noted on the outside. Make sure you have all the forms required. Keep a copy of 

everything you send to each college. 
 

_____  Start preparing your applications well in advance of the deadlines. Don't wait  

 until the last minute. Neatness is important. Have someone proofread your work. 
 

_____  Do not leave anything blank unless the application tells you to. Make sure all information 

 is accurate and legible. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call the university’s 

 Admissions Office.  
 

_____  Update your resume continually. Be honest and inclusive when identifying your  

 extracurricular activities.   
 

_____  Arrange for your official college transcripts, if applicable, to be sent to each college in  

 which you are applying. The college may charge a fee for sending transcripts, usually  

 $2-$5 per transcript.  
 

_____  Arrange for your ACT/SAT scores to be sent to each college. When you took the  

ACT/SAT, you had the option of directly sending your scores to the schools of your 

choosing. If you need to send official scores to additional schools, contact the test 

board immediately. Delivery takes 7-10 days.  
 

_____  Ask for recommendations far enough in advance to give the writers plenty of time to  

prepare. Offer to meet with them or provide them with a copy of your resume. Provide 

an addressed, stamped envelope if necessary. Send a thank-you! Many colleges require 

these to be sealed—ask the Admissions Office. Make sure you have the number of 

recommendations required in the application.  
 

_____  Submit supplementary materials if required, such as writing samples or artwork. Follow 

directions on how your materials need to be submitted. If required, be sure to include 

your name and the project name on every item. Don’t send the original, unless requested. 
 

_____  Make copies of all completed applications. 
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Tips for               Success 

Everyone knows that college can be expensive, but there are many ways to offset the cost of 

your education. Applying for scholarships is the most economical way to pay for your tuition, 

housing, books and other higher education expenses. Plus, there are thousands of scholarships 

available for different types of students, so you can find the financial support you need. Use 

these guidelines to get ahead of the curve and figure out how to fulfill your scholarship goals. 

1. Start Your Scholarship Search Early 

The old adage, "the early bird catches the worm," is particularly true for scholarship 

applications. Students who give themselves plenty of time to find, plan and complete 

their scholarships early, are more likely to get them. The more time you dedicate to 

writing your essays and finalizing your applications, the better your chances are of 

submitting them before the due date and (hopefully) winning those scholarships. 

 2.  Organize Your Scholarship Applications 

Once you've found all of the scholarships you want to apply for, you should create a 

detailed list with the deadlines and items you need for each application. There are 

many lists of scholarships online, but having one list that is customized for you is a 

great way to stay organized. Organizing by due date is the best solution. This way 

you’ll be able to see which scholarships you’ll need to plan for ahead of time. If there 

are multiple scholarships due around the same time, you can also organize them by the 

award amount or the scholarships that fit your eligibility the most. Setting priorities 

is an easy way to manage your time. 

 3.  List Your Accomplishments 

Before you begin filling out scholarship applications, create a list of accomplishments. 

Scholarship committees want to hear about the awards and accolades you’ve won when 

making their decisions about candidates. If you’ve never won an award, that’s okay. 

Extracurricular activities, having a high school job, volunteering, and good grades look 

great on the list of accomplishments, too. Showing the variety of your skills and 

talents will also give them a better perspective of your personality and work ethic. 

Plus, you'll have more to talk about if you score an interview with a scholarship 

committee. 

 4.  Look for Scholarships Everywhere 

You’ve probably looked at a few scholarship websites. Your parents’ workplace? Your 

church? Your local government? Your college’s website? Local community organizations? 

Magazines or newspapers you like? Your job? Local businesses? Scour the web and ask 

for advice from adults you admire in your local community. The more scholarship 

options you know about, the more chance you have of finding scholarships that fit your 

needs and eligibility criteria. 

  

https://www.campusexplorer.com/scholarships/
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 5.  Proofread Your Entire Application 

Always go through and manually proofread all your essays and applications. The computer 

can miss a lot of typos and isn’t the best grammar checker. After you proofread your 

essays, read the essays out loud. If something doesn’t sound right, try rewriting or 

rephrasing problem areas. Don’t lose a scholarship because of poor proofreading or 

because something is "good enough." 

 6.  Apply to Many Scholarships 

Scholarship hunting is a numbers game. The more scholarships you apply to, the more 

money you can earn for college. Don’t avoid a scholarship because you think the 

requirements are too hard for you to complete, or you think there’s no way you’ll win. 

The more difficult a scholarships requirements are the less competition you will have. 

And, don’t disregard scholarships with a lower amount. Fewer students apply for these, 

which improves your chances to win them. Remember, every dollar adds up! 

 7.  Remember: Quality Comes First 

Applying to every scholarship you can find is a great strategy but remember that you 

still need to showcase your best work. Be sure to make an impression and give the 

scholarship committees a clear perspective of who you are and what you seek to 

achieve. If you turn in a bunch of essays that you know are mediocre, then you’re 

selling yourself short. Make sure that you’re proud of every application you turn in. 

 8.  Make Copies of Your Applications 

Make copies (or save clearly-marked digital versions) of all your applications—including 

your essays—before you submit them. That way you can refer to applications you’ve 

already completed when you find additional scholarships you want to pursue. Keeping a 

well-documented record of your essays and applications could save you time for future 

applications. 

 9.  Understand the Terms of Your Scholarships 

If you've applied for a scholarship and they select you for the reward, make sure you 

know the terms before you accept it. Will it renew the next year? Are there 

requirements or obligations tied to the acceptance of this award? Will it negatively 

impact the rest of your college financial aid? Be sure to read the terms very carefully 

and notify your college financial aid office. The amount could affect your financial aid 

offer letter. 

 10. Keep Up the Good Work 

Once you've sent in your scholarship applications, you must continue to get good grades 

and participate in extracurricular activities. Staying engaged in school and other 

activities will keep you motivated to do well and maintain your academic reputation. 

You'll also be more open to seek other scholarships opportunities if you find them. 
 

 

 

  

Students who give themselves plenty of time to find, plan and complete 
their scholarships early are more likely to get them. 
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       Federal Student Aid At A Glance 
 

 

What Is Federal Student Aid? 

Federal student aid comes from the federal government—specifically, the U.S.  

Department of Education. It’s money that helps a student pay for higher education expenses (i.e., 

college, career school, or graduate school expenses). Federal student aid covers such expenses as 

tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, and transportation.  

 

What Is FAFSA? 

To apply for federal student aid, you need to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) at www.fafsa.gov. This is the form the federal government uses to determine your 

eligibility for federal assistance (grants, work-study, and loans). And, as the name implies, the 

FAFSA is completely free. 

 

Using the information you supply on the FAFSA, the federal processor determines your Expected 

Family Contribution (EFC)—the amount of money you and your parents can be expected to 

contribute to your college costs. Your school then applies a simple equation to decide how much 

financial aid you will need. Starting with the school's "Cost of Attendance," (COA) they subtract 

your "Expected Family Contribution" (EFC) to arrive at your "Financial Need": 

 

What It Costs To Attend (COA) 

- What Your Family Can Pay (EFC) 

= Financial Need 

 

The school tries to meet your need through a financial aid package made up of funds from 

federal, state, school and private sources, as well as, loans and student employment. You should 

submit a FAFSA every year you need aid—even if you think you might not qualify. Your eligibility 

can change from year to year, especially if there are changes in your family’s circumstances. 

 

When Should I Apply? 

The FAFSA form becomes available each year on October 1st. Submit your application as soon as 

possible. At many schools, funds are limited; if you submit your FAFSA too late, they may not have 

any aid left for you. Your school may require additional forms besides the FAFSA or an earlier 

submission deadline. Contact your school's Financial Aid Office to learn about requirements for 

your school. 

 

How And When Will I Get My SAR? 

After you submit your FAFSA, you’ll receive a Student Aid Report (SAR). Your SAR contains the 

information reported on your FAFSA form and usually includes your Expected Family Contribution 

(EFC). The EFC is a number (not a dollar amount) used to determine your eligibility for federal 

student aid. Review your SAR information to make sure it’s correct. The school(s) you list on your 

FAFSA form will get your SAR data electronically. 

 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
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Contact The School(s) You Plan To Attend  

Make sure the financial aid office at each school you’re interested in has all the information 

needed to determine your eligibility. If you’re eligible, each school’s financial aid office will send 

you an aid offer showing the amount and types of aid (from all sources) the school will offer you. 

You can compare the aid offers you received and see which school is the most affordable once 

financial aid is taken into account. 

 

FAFSA Tools 

Financial aid tools can help students and parents get organized and make informed decisions about 

how to pay for college. Two of these tools include the FAFSA4caster and FAFSA on the Web 

worksheet.  

 

 Early Eligibility Indicator: FAFSA4caster 

FAFSA4caster is a free online tool to provide you with early estimates of your eligibility for 

federal student aid. The tool instantly calculates an estimated Expected Family Contribution 

(EFC) and sample award packages, including an estimated award amount for the Federal Pell 

Grant program. Having such information helps families plan ahead for college. It is important 

you understand that the EFC and award amounts provided by FAFSA4caster are estimates. 

FAFSA4caster is not an aid application. You must still complete an official FAFSA for the year 

you plan to attend college. FAFSA4caster is accessible at 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate. 

 

 FAFSA On The Web Worksheet 

A useful tool used in preparing to complete the online application is the FAFSA on the Web 

Worksheet. The worksheet, designed to give applicants an idea of the questions they will be 

asked when applying online, lists many of the FAFSA questions and provides boxes for you 

and your parents’ answers. The order of questions on the worksheet follows that of FAFSA 

on the internet, which differs from the paper FAFSA. Therefore, to avoid confusion, it is 

recommended that you not use paper FAFSAs to prepare for FAFSA on the internet. You can 

view and download the worksheet at https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2019-

20-fafsa-worksheet.pdf. (Please note this is last year’s worksheet. Search for 2020-2021.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

What:  Financial Aid Night  
 

Who:  Seniors & Parents 
 

When:  Monday, October 7th from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Where: MdCV High School Music Room 
 

Why:  To gain an understanding of the FAFSA process and to seek  

financial aid/scholarship opportunities for seniors 
 

Presenter: Jamie McEwen, Financial Literacy Coordinator at Washburn University 
 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/estimate
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2019-20-fafsa-worksheet.pdf
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/2019-20-fafsa-worksheet.pdf
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=reminder&um=1&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1238&bih=713&tbm=isch&tbnid=_okrMVvj_k9xFM:&imgrefurl=http://adhdmanagement.com/reminder-its-not-too-late-to-join-us/&docid=JYLwBX43wf1rTM&imgurl=http://adhdmanagement.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/iStock_000016551587XSmall.jpg&w=329&h=365&ei=as9vUtGzKKibygH40YGwDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=188&page=1&tbnh=147&tbnw=143&start=0&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:21,s:0,i:147&tx=67&ty=76
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Types Of Financial Aid & Scholarships 
 

The U.S. Department of Education awards about $150 billion every year to help millions  

of students pay for college. This federal student aid is awarded in the form of grants,  

low-interest loans, work-study funds, and scholarships. It’s always encouraged to check  

with your school’s Financial Aid Office to find out which programs the school participates in. 

 

Grants  

Grants are typically awarded on the basis of need and generally do not have to be repaid. There are 

four types of federal student grants: 

 

Program & Type of Aid Repayment Program Information Annual Award 

Amount 
(subject to change) 

Federal Pell Grant Doesn’t have to be repaid  For undergraduates with financial 

need who have not earned 

bachelor’s or professional degrees. 

Amounts can change 

annually. For 19–20 

the award amount 

was up to $6,195 

Federal Supplemental 

Educational Opportunity 

Grant (FSEOG) 

Doesn’t have to be repaid  For undergraduates with 

exceptional financial need; Federal 

Pell Grant recipients take priority; 

funds depend on availability at 

school. 

Up to $4,000 

Teacher Education 

Assistance for College & 

Higher Education (TEACH) 

Grant 

Doesn’t have to be repaid, 

unless converted to a 

Direct Unsubsidized Loan, 

for failure to carry out 

teaching service obligation 

as promised 

 For undergraduate, post- 

baccalaureate, and graduate 

students who are completing or 

plan to complete course work 

needed to begin a career in 

teaching. To receive a TEACH 

Grant, a student must agree to 

teach for four years in a high-need 

field at an elementary school, 

secondary school, or educational 

service agency that serves low-

income families.  

 If a student doesn’t complete the 

teaching service requirement, all 

TEACH Grants the student 

received will be converted to a 

Direct Unsubsidized Loan that 

must be repaid, with interest. 

Up to $4,000 

Iraq & Afghanistan 

Service Grant 

Doesn’t have to be repaid  For undergraduate students who 

are not Pell-eligible and whose 

parent or guardian died as a result 

of military service in Iraq or 

Afghanistan after the events of 

9/11. 

The grant award can 

be equal to the 

maximum Federal 

Pell Grant amount 

(see above) but 

cannot exceed your 

cost of attending 

school 
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Loans  

If you need a loan to help cover the cost of a college or career school education, think federal student 

aid first. Both federal and private student loans are borrowed funds that you must repay with 

interest, but federal student loans usually offer lower interest rates and have more flexible 

repayment terms and options than private student loans.  

 

Program & Type of Aid Repayment Program Information Annual Award 

Amount 
(subject to change) 

Direct Subsidized Loan Must be repaid with 

interest 

 For undergraduate students who 

have financial need; U.S. 

Department of Education generally 

pays interest while the student is 

in school and during certain other 

periods; a student must be enrolled 

at least half-time. 

 Interest rates for new Direct 

Subsidized Loans can change every 

year. Loans made to undergraduate 

students during the 18–19 award 

year have the rate fixed at 5.05% 

for the life of the loan. 

Up to $5,500 

depending on grade 

level and dependency 

status 

Direct Unsubsidized Loan Must be repaid with 

interest 

 For undergraduate the borrower is 

responsible for interest during all 

periods; a student must be enrolled 

at least halftime; financial need is 

not required. 

 For undergraduate students: 

Interest rates for new Direct 

Unsubsidized Loans can change 

every year. Loans made to 

undergraduate students during the 

18–19 award year have the rate 

fixed at 5.05% for the life of the 

loan. 

Up to $20,500 (less 

any subsidized 

amounts received 

for same period), 

depending on grade 

level and dependency 

status 

Direct PLUS Loan Must be repaid with 

interest 

 For parents of dependent 

undergraduate students, the 

borrower is responsible for 

interest during all periods; a 

student must be enrolled at least 

half-time; financial need is not 

required; the borrower must not 

have an adverse credit history. 

 Interest rates for new Direct 

PLUS Loans can change every year. 

Loans made during the 18–19 award 

year have the rate fixed at 7.6% 

for the life of the loan. 

Maximum amount is 

the cost of 

attendance minus any 

other financial aid 

received 
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Federal Work-Study Program (FWS) 

The Federal Work-Study Program enables students to earn money during the school year while 

also gaining valuable work experience. Your pay will be at least the current minimum wage, but it 

may be higher, depending on the type of work you do and the skills required. Many full-time 

students find that a part-time workload does not interfere with their studies.  

 

College-Based Scholarships 

Scholarships are cash awards that do not have to be repaid. They differ from grants because 

they may be earned on the basis of academic achievement, talent, or merit. There may be 

stipulations that must be met each year to retain the scholarship. The dollar amount is sometimes 

dependent on financial need, but not necessarily so. Apply for admission early to be eligible for 

scholarship consideration as soon as possible. Communicate with the college you will be attending 

to find out about departmental scholarships and university-wide scholarship opportunities.  

 

 Merit Scholarships: These scholarships award students based on a variety of achievements, 

from high academic performance, to leadership ability, to artistic accomplishment. Financial 

need may also be considered. Often, you won't apply for these awards; appropriate 

recipients are chosen based on entrance applications. 

 Departmental Awards: Some college departments offer awards to students who show 

promise and achievement in one of their majors. To find out about these opportunities, call 

the Dean's office in your area of study.  

 Athletic Scholarships: Scholarships are one of the main ways colleges attract top athletes. 

You can receive anything from a small award to a full ride. Talk to your high school coach or 

Mr. Adams to learn more.  

 Fellowships: Fellowships are awards offered to incoming graduate students. Generally, these 

awards accompany admission to a graduate program and cover all expenses, including tuition 

and a living stipend.  

 

Private Scholarships 

Your school isn't the only one who wants to give you money. Some private scholarships are available 

as early as your junior year in high school.   

 

 Businesses & Corporations: Corporations use scholarships to advertise the company name 

and attract future employees, while giving the student financial assistance and professional 

contacts. Start with local businesses and move on to the bigger companies like Coca-Cola and 

Procter & Gamble. Try calling local firms and check out the websites of national companies 

to see what awards they offer. Check with your parents' employers to see if they offer 

awards to children of their employees. 

 Clubs & Groups in Your Community: Local civic groups and organizations, like the Rotary 

Clubs and the American Legion, offer lots of scholarships. Scan your local newspaper, visit 

the Chamber of Commerce and speak with your high school counselor to learn more.  

 The Religious Community: Churches and other places of worship often sponsor scholarships. 

Also check with worship-oriented service groups. You may not have to be a member; some 

use criteria like community service or financial need to determine eligibility.  
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 cholarship    earches 
 

Applying for scholarships is a numbers game, and the more scholarships you apply to, the better 

your chances of actually winning. The key to a great scholarship search is to start applying as soon 

as possible. Check out the following to assist in your quest for financial assistance. Remember if 

you are asked to pay a fee for the scholarship application, it's most likely a scam! 
 

Where Do I Search for Scholarships? 

 Local Service Clubs (Kiwanis, Rotary, Optimist Club, etc.) 

 Place of Worship 

 Parent’s Employer 

 Parent’s Union Affiliation 

 Parent’s Military Service (American Legion Scholarships) 

 Your Employer 

 Local Businesses 

 Extra-Curricular Activities (Boy Scouts, 4H, Girl Scouts, etc.) 

 College Financial Aid Offices 

 Internet Sources 

 Major Corporations 

 Ethnic Organizations 

 Essay Contests 

 GPA/Test Score Automatic Scholarships 

 

General Websites 

 www.college-financial-aid-advice.com/scholarships-for-high-school-seniors.html 

 www.fastweb.com  

 www.scholarships.com 

 www.scholarships101.com  

 www.collegeboard.com 

 www.supercollege.com 

 www.collegeanswer.com 

 www.freshinfo.com 

 www.petersons.com 

 www.cappex.com 

 www.act.org 

 www.wiredscholar.com 

 www.commonapp.org 

 www.collegeview.com 

 www.gocollege.com 

 www.anycollege.com 

 www.youniversitytv.com 

 www.browsecolleges.com 

 www.mycollegeguide.org 

 www.collegenet.com 

 www.collegequest.com 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/pictures/40000/nahled/dollar-sign.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image%3D33435%26picture%3Ddollar-sign&h=461&w=615&tbnid=OTycP6USCpYLhM:&zoom=1&q=dollar sign&docid=wJTLrCK9U_J7dM&ei=R8YAVOOVF4KkyASB8YKwBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMygaMBo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=5710&page=1&start=0&ndsp=35
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/pictures/40000/nahled/dollar-sign.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image%3D33435%26picture%3Ddollar-sign&h=461&w=615&tbnid=OTycP6USCpYLhM:&zoom=1&q=dollar sign&docid=wJTLrCK9U_J7dM&ei=R8YAVOOVF4KkyASB8YKwBQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMygaMBo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=5710&page=1&start=0&ndsp=35
http://www.anycollege.com/
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Corporation Websites (these are just a few examples – there are many more!) 

 Kohls - www.kohlscorporation.com/communityrelations/scholarship/index.asp 

 Target – www.target.com 

 Toyota – www.toyota.com/communityscholars 

 Tylenol – www.tylenolscholarship.com 

 Wal-Mart – www.walmartfoundation.org 

 Coca-Cola – www.coca-colascholars.org 

 Papa Johns – www.papajohns.com 

 Prudential – www.purdential.com/community/spirit 

 AT&T – http://www.research.att.com/internships?fbid=hLPcfnbaGfV 

 General Electric - http://www.aie.org/scholarships/detail.cfm?id=15038 

 Ronald McDonald House Charities Scholarships - http://www.rmhc.org/rmhc-us-scholarships 

 Dell Scholars Program - http://www.dellscholars.org/ 

 Gates Millennium Scholarship - http://www.gmsp.org/ 

 

Financial Aid Scholarship Websites 

 www.fafsa.ed.gov 

 www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov 

 www.studentaid.ed.gov 

 www.pin.ed.gov  

 www.nasfaa.org 

 www.finaid.org 

 www.fastweb.com 

 www.scholarships.com 

 www.college-scholarships.com 

 www.scholarships.net 

 www.knowhow2go.com 

 

Local Scholarship* Opportunities 

 American Legion Scholarship 

 Barbara Kellum Scholarship 

 Carol & Jessie Thurston Memorial Scholarship 

 Don Lichtenauer/FFA Alumni Scholarship 

 Garard Family Scholarship 

 Hometown Scholarship 

 Jones Foundation Scholarship 

 Kansas Masonic Foundation Scholarship 

 Lala Beth Weis Memorial Scholarship 

 Lawrence Lester McNabb Scholarship 

 MdCV Booster Club Scholarship 

 Melvern/MdCV High School Alumni Scholarship  

 Osage County Fire Department #3 Scholarship 

 Pegram Memorial Scholarship 

 Quenemo High School Alumni Association Scholarship 

 R.E. French Family Educational Foundation Scholarship 

  
*This list is tentative and subject to change. 

http://www.purdential.com/community/spirit
http://www.dellscholars.org/
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   Beware Of Scholarship Fraud 
 

         There are a wide variety of scholarship scams out there, and it may not always 

          be easy to identify them. One thing you should always remember is that you  

      should never be asked for money or any financial information in order to apply   

      for a scholarship or to receive one. All legitimate scholarships will be free to apply   

      for, and the information about these scholarships will be readily available online. 

 

First Learn These Important Basics: 

 Never provide financial information. 

 Do not pay for information, to apply for the scholarship, or to receive the scholarship. You 

should never have to give money to apply for or receive a scholarship. 

 Always use reputable sources for your search. Many phony websites are set up to trick you 

into providing personal or financial information. 

 Know that you can find all information about scholarships yourself. This information is freely 

available, and you do not need special access to get it. 

 

What to Look Out For 

If you are ever unsure about whether you are dealing with a website or representative that is part 

of a scam, there are some common phrases that you might hear that will tip you off that something 

isn't right. Here are few things you might hear that are warning signs that you are likely dealing 

with a scholarship scam: 

 

 "Guaranteed or Your Money Back!" 

No company can guarantee that you will receive a scholarship—ever. The only people who can 

guarantee that you will receive a scholarship are members of a scholarship committee—when 

they are notifying you that you have won. Shady companies may promise that they can get 

you a scholarship, but their "guarantee" may come with so many caveats that it's impossible 

to ever meet them all to collect on your refund if you don't get a scholarship. If anyone 

promises to get you a scholarship, that's a red flag that you shouldn't work with them. 

 

 "You've Been Selected!" 

These are just the words you want to hear—when you've actually applied for a scholarship. 

However, when you haven't applied for a scholarship but you receive an e-mail or letter 

telling you that you will get one, that's a big warning sign that you're dealing with a scam. 

Typically, the company just wants to collect your personal information or get money from 

you. Remember: You can only win legitimate scholarships when you actually apply for them. 

 

 "It Will Only Cost—" 

As mentioned above, searching for or applying for a scholarship should never cost money. 

Ever. Some services may charge money to help you conduct your search, but these services 

only have access to information that is freely available. Any attempt to charge you for 

information or to charge you to "hold" the scholarship is a scam. 
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 "We Have Exclusive Access." 

No one has exclusive access to scholarship information. All information about scholarships 

can be freely found online. Anyone who claims to have access to a secret database is lying 

and likely is trying to charge you money for the "exclusive" information. In many cases, 

these companies never actually provide any information at all—they just take your money 

and run. 

 

 "We'll Do All the Work for You." 

No company can do all the work for you. All they can do is provide you a list of potential 

scholarships to which you can apply. You have to fill out and submit all of your own 

applications. Companies who claim to "do all the work for you" are just trying to charge you 

for a Google search. 

 

 "You Just Need to Attend Our Scholarship Seminar." 

A "scholarship seminar" is typically going to be an information session in which 

representatives pressure you into buying some product, such as a scholarship search service 

or a resume formatting service. In some cases, the product may not even be related to your 

scholarship search at all. It could be something like a time share or life insurance. These 

sessions include high-pressure sales tactics and can be very uncomfortable to leave without 

buying anything. If someone invites you to a "scholarship seminar," don't go. 

 

 "Act Now!" 

Other than submitting your application by the deadline, there is no reason you should ever 

have to "act now" to get a scholarship. If you are selected for a scholarship, it will be yours. 

Companies who want you to "act now" are typically trying to get your financial information. 

 

If you are unsure about whether you have encountered a scholarship scam or whether you should 

report it, talk with a financial aid counselor, guidance counselor or academic advisor at your school 

for advice. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rules of Thumb 
 

 If you must pay money to get money, it might be a scam. 

 If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.  

 Spend the time, not the money.  

 Never invest more than a postage stamp to get information  

about scholarships.  

 Nobody can guarantee that you'll win a scholarship.  

 Legitimate scholarship foundations do not charge application fees.  

 If you're suspicious of an offer, it's usually with good reason. 
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Don’t Let Anyone Tell You What You Can’t Do! 
 

 Beethoven’s music teacher once said of him, “As a composer, he is hopeless”. 

 Walt Disney was fired by a newspaper editor because “he had no good ideas”. 

 The early works of Dr. Seuss were rejected by 23 publishers. The 24th said yes. 

 Bill Cosby was a high school dropout even though he had been assigned to a class for the 

gifted. 

 Billy Joel once considered suicide and was quoted as saying, “the last thing the world needs is 

another failed artist”. 

 Babe Ruth struck out 1,330 times. 

 Einstein was four years old before he could speak and seven before he could read. 

 When Thomas Edison was a boy, his teachers told him he was too stupid to learn anything. 

 Bruce Willis enrolled in a high school drama class as a way to overcome a debilitating stutter. 

 Tom Cruise struggled with dyslexia. He admitted to suffering abuse from his father of his 

resulting struggles in the classroom. 

 Bill Gates dropped out of college. 

 Drew Barrymore, Jim Carey, Halle Berry, Drew Carey suffered bouts of depression while 

growing up. 

 Jay Leno’s high school guidance counselor recommended at one point that he drop out of high 

school, no less stay away from college. Rumor has it that this event motivated Leno to not 

only graduate from high school but to go on and get his college degree. 

 Michael Jordan did not make “the cut” for his high school basketball team. 

 J.K. Rowling was rejected by many publishers and when the first edition of the first Harry 

Potter novel was published the print run was only 1,000 copies. 

 Dr. Phil was homeless and lived in a car with his dad during part of his childhood.  

 Elvis Presley’s manager of the Grand Ole Opry, fired him after just one performance telling 

him, "You ain't goin' nowhere, son. You ought to go back to drivin' a truck." 

 The first time Jerry Seinfeld walked on stage at a comedy club; he looked out at the 

audience, froze and was eventually jeered and booed off of the stage. Seinfeld knew he could 

do it, so he went back the next night, completed his set to laughter and applause, and the 

rest is history. 

 

Remember that you have an advocate in your corner and if questions or problems arise, please don’t 

hesitate to stop by my office! Enjoy your senior year and the adventures your life holds before you! 

In closing, I end with one of my favorite quotes from Dr. Seuss: 

 
“Congratulations! Today is your day. You’re off to great places! You’re off and away!  

You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself  

in any direction you choose. You’re on your own. And you know what you know.  

YOU are the guy who’ll decide where to go.” 
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Emily McCullough 

 

(785) 549-3313, ext. 223 
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