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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
 

Meeting of the Board of Education  
Study Session 

 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room        Date:  August 5, 2019 
 
1. Call to order 

The Study Session was called to order by President Max McComb at 5:33 p.m.  He welcomed all present to the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members present for the roll call were:  Max McComb, Merle Giles, Lori Larson, Colleen Schultz, Meghan Hennesy, and 
Ken Keefe. Also present were Superintendent Lindsey Hall, IASB Associate Executive Director, Member Services, Dean 
Langdon, and Illinois Association of School Boards, Field Services Director, Patrick Allen. Dr. Jeremy Henrichs arrived at 5:36 
p.m. 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Keefe stated that he would like to amend the agenda to add a discussion item on future meeting schedules.  
 
Motion was made by Keefe, seconded by Hennesy, to approve the agenda as revised.  The motion passed. 

 
5. Public Comment McComb reviewed the visitor guidelines and called for any public participation forms. There were none. 
 
6. Future Meeting Schedules 

Mr. Keefe stated that he just found out that the joint meeting is scheduled for the same night as the High School open house.  He 
would like to move the meeting back an hour so that both Board members and community members who are attending the open 
house can join the Board for the joint meeting.  He also stated that he would like to change the location to the High School 
Auditorium or somewhere in the High School so that the location is more accessible for the people. Mrs. Hennesy stated that if it 
can’t be moved back, that the Board should consider changing the date.  Dr. Hall and President McComb stated that they will 
approach the village about rescheduling. Dr. Hall stated that she will let the Board know via email. 

 
7. Closed Session 

McComb stated it was necessary to go into Closed Session for the purpose of discussing: 1) Self-evaluation, practices and 
procedures, or professional ethics, when meeting with a representative of a statewide association [IASB] of which the public body 
is a member, 2) Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is 
pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which 
case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting. 

 
 Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Giles, at 5:40 p.m. to go into closed session for the purposes stated by McComb.   
  
 Mrs. Schultz stated that she would like to discuss how the Board came to the decision to hold the self-evaluation in closed session 

because there was a lot of back and forth on the issue. President McComb stated that they came to the conclusion after consulting 
with Mr. Langdon from the IASB, and based on past practice.  

 
 Mrs. Hennesy stated several concerns that she has about the way Board decisions are made and the language that is used to 

communicate those decisions. She stated that she believes decisions are being made behind the scenes, don’t include the entire 
Board, and not via a vote. She stated that she finds this problematic and intentional. She stated that she doesn’t believe there has 
been a good faith effort by the Board to include all voices and to have discussions above board. Mrs. Larson stated that the Board 
has work to do to build relationships and trust among the members of the Board. Mrs. Hennesy questioned how the Board would 
be able to build relationships based on past actions by the Board that she believes were intentional to circumvent voices and block 
votes. She doesn’t believe the Board is starting from a place of honesty. Mrs. Larson believes that the conversation needs to 
happen amongst the Board members. Both Mrs. Larson and President McComb stated that tonight’s meeting is part of the process 
of figuring out how to make things work.  
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 Mr. Keefe stated that the appropriate way for a board to make a decision like this is not to use email, but to discuss and make a 

decision in the meeting about whether or not it’s going to be an open or closed session. Mr. McComb agreed that the vote should 
take place in a meeting and that is what the Board is about the vote on. He stated that there was discussion at previous meetings 
about the pros and cons about whether to hold the self-evaluation in open or closed session.  Mrs. Hennesy stated that a lot of the 
discussion about the issue happened prior to the election. She stated that there should be a new discussion with the new people 
about previous decisions should be had to make sure new people are on board. Mrs. Hennesy stated that the Board is jockeying 
for control and spin. Mrs. Larson responded that she is not influenced by what others say and will vote for whatever she thinks is 
the best decision for the people in the community. She stated that she wants to work together with the Board. 

 
 Mrs. Schultz stated that she wants to be clear on the procedure for making decisions like this and wants to follow it whether 

members like the outcome or not. 
 
 Mrs. Hennesy stated that she has concerns about this Board being broken, and concerns about the things that she heard Board 

members say and she thinks violates their oath of office.  She stated that she is not sure how to know to build trust when she 
doesn’t know when the truth is being stated. Dr. Henrichs stated that he agreed that the Board has a trust problem.  He stated that 
Mrs. Hennesy should be careful about accusing somebody of not telling the truth. Mrs. Hennesy stated that she was not accusing 
anyone of not telling the truth. Dr. Henrichs stated that is what she said. Dr. Henrichs and Mrs. Hennesy agreed that the Board has 
more work to do than to decide on how agendas are made.   

 
 Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 5-1, with Member Hennesy voting present.  Motion carried.   

 
 Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Schultz, at 9:40 p.m. to return to open session.  The motion was approved, 7-0.  

Motion carried.   
   
10. Adjournment 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned by consensus at 9:41 p.m. 
 

____________________________ 
Max McComb, President   Merle Giles, Secretary   
 
      Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 
 
 


