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MGS Kindergarten Students Study  
Insects and Arachnids 

K indergarten classes kicked off their 2019-2020 Project-Based Learning activities on September 6th by 

visiting the Rolling Hills Zoo and viewing all kinds of animals from around the world.  Classroom lessons for 

the remainder of September will focus on Fragile Friends: Insects and Arachnids.  Students are learning that 

spiders, scorpions and ticks are part of the arachnid family, and, although they have some of the same features 

of insects, they are not considered to be insects.  They will learn what the two groups have in common and 

ways that they are not the same.  They will also learn about the habitat, life cycle, diet, and other facts about 

different insects and arachnids.  Kindergarten teachers will read numerous books to the students, showing               

pictures to help students with identification of our Fragile Friends.  Mrs. Noon shared that Curtis Noon has a 

bird-eating spider that will probably visit the classrooms sometime during the month of September.  

 

When the students return to the zoo in October, staff at Rolling Hills will provide lessons on insects and arach-

nids for MGS kindergarteners.  This will include Mystery Boxes, vocabulary, and an activity.  They’ll also 

bring out some kind of Fragile Friend for students to see.   

IT’s a  

Project-Based 

World 

Spiders and  
Beetles and Bugs, 
Oh My! 



L ast fall in his fifth grade classroom, Curtis Noon introduced Project-based Learning 
(PBL) to his class by assigning an art project where students were to draw the outline of 
Kansas and then do a watercolor painting of a sunset and windmill.  After completing her 
project, Alta Noon, a student in Mr. Noon’s class, chose to take her project a step further and 
use the Kansas theme to create a large banner for the OCAHC 2019 Art in the Park fundrais-
er.   
Alta’s family has been members of the Ottawa County Arts and Humanities Council 
(OCAHC) since 2018, and together they have been involved in many of their sponsored ac-
tivities, such as, Summer Art Camp, sketching and photography classes, and charcoal draw-

ing lessons.  Her mother, Nicole Noon, stated that, “being in-
volved in the Arts Council has allowed Alta to explore and ex-
pand her interest in the field of art.”  It has also allowed Alta to 
make connections to the world outside the classroom, by develop-
ing new relationships with adult members of the community.  

Project-based Learning encourages teachers to make students’ 
work public, and this was a perfect opportunity to reinforce that 
concept.  The banners are currently on display on the light poles 
in downtown Minneapolis and will remain there until they are 

moved to Markley Grove Park a few days before the Art in the 
Park event.  Banners will be 
auctioned off in the Park on Sat-
urday, October 12, at 2 pm to 

help raise funds for OCAHC.  
Alta donated her banner to the 
Arts Council to help raise mon-
ey for future projects.  
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