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Lincoln Lutheran 

Grading Scale 
 

93-100%     A      4.00 

90-92%       A-     3.67 

87-89%       B+    3.33 

83-86%       B      3.00 

80-82%       B-     2.67 

77-79%       C+    2.33 

73-76%       C      2.00 

70-72%       C-     1.67 

67-69%       D+    1.33 

63-66%       D      1.00 

60-62%       D-     0.67 

Under 60%   F     0.00 

 

Satisfactory Progress      S       1.00  

Average below 60% but student is achieving to 

ability  

 

Unsatisfactory Progress     X      0.00    Student is 

achieving at least two grade levels below ability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

Business & Career Ed 
  

6th Exploratory Business and Careers  
This is a 6-week exploratory class designed to 

introduce students to the Nebraska Career Education 

Model. This model consists of six fields, 16 clusters, 

unlimited pathways, and core academic and career ready 

practices. This model will be the foundation for Careers 

7 and 8.  

7th Exploratory Business and Careers  
7th Grade Business and Careers is a 12- week course in 

which students are challenged to focus on themselves 

and the world of work, and to learn how to map out a 

future career path. The first six weeks students will 

describe the roles (vocation) they are currently playing 

now and wish to play in their future. The second six-

week session is a life simulation to prepare middle school 

students for the real world by teaching them about 

stewardship and making financial decisions.  

8th Exploratory Business and Careers  
During the first 6-week session, Students continue the 

study of vocation and mapping out a future career path 

by focusing on skills, interests, and values, and their 

identity in Christ. The second six-week session focuses 

on topics, which will help students learn about and 

practice job seeking skills such as identifying job 

openings, completing a job application, and writing a 

resume.  
 

Computer Science  
6th Exploratory Computer Use &    Apps  
This is the equivalent of a six-week class. FCS and 

Computer Use and Apps split one block and meet each 

semester. The main focus of 6th Grade Exploratory 

Computer Use & Apps is the touch-typing method of 

typing, proper typing technique and digital citizenship. 

Students use typing.com, a web-based typing program.  

7th Exploratory Computer Use & Apps  
7th Grade Computer Use & Apps is designed to improve typing 

skills and technique. Students will review computer basics, 

work with the drawing tools in Microsoft Word and make a 

PowerPoint Presentation. 
Lincoln Lutheran graduation requirements will satisfy most 

college entrance requirements.  Some colleges/universities 

may require additional coursework for admittance.  Locally, 

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln has some of the more 

stringent standards. 

 

 

8th Exploratory Computer Use & Apps  
8th Grade Computer Use & Apps is designed for students 

to hone their touch-typing skills and work on proper 

typing technique. Ergonomics, proofreading, and the use 

of Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint will be the 

main focus.  

 
At the conclusion of the 8th Grade Exploratory class, 

students will take a Computer applications proficiency 

test.  This test will evaluate the student’s skills in the 

areas of word processing, spreadsheet and presentation 

software.  Students scoring an 80% or above in all three 

areas, demonstrating mastery of these skills, will be 

placed in high school computer classes that best suit their 

ability level.  Students who do not score an 80% or higher 

in all three areas will be required to take the high school 

Computer Applications class. 

 
English 
 

Language Arts 6  
The major component of the Language Arts curriculum 

in this course will be the mini-lesson, an essential 

component of the writing model. Through mini-lessons 

students are provided instruction or strategies for the 

following procedures: brainstorming ideas, choosing the 

elements of craft, creating interesting beginnings and 

conclusions, creating titles, revising, editing or 

publishing work.  Students will be introduced to a 

variety of brainstorming techniques to help students 

learn how to develop ideas for their writing including 

webs, outlining, listing and writer’s notebook. In 

addition, students will conference with the teacher, use 

peer editing and rubrics to help students learn how to 

revise and edit their own written work. Students will 

write a variety of different genres. 

 

Reading 6  
An important goal of the reading program is to develop 

the students’ understanding of and use of strategies so 

they may broaden their prior knowledge, 

improve comprehension, and enjoy their reading 

experiences. The teacher will help students use Before 

Reading Strategies to activate past knowledge and 

experiences such as:  brainstorming, predicting/ support, 

skim/previewing, posing questions, and teaching 

vocabulary (i.e. context clues, prefixes, suffixes). 

Reading Strategies will enable students to make personal 

connections, visualize, and identify parts that cause 

confusion, monitor their understanding, and recall 

information. After Reading Strategies will extend past 

knowledge, to further 
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understanding the text and encouraging connections 

to other texts. These strategies include skimming, 

rereading, questioning, visualizing, evaluating and 

adjusting, making predictions, reflecting, inferring, note 

taking, and summarizing. Students will also be 

introduced to figurative language terms, literary terms, 

story plot triangle and genre terms.  

English 7  
Students explore various genres in reading and 

writing, focusing on Figurative Language, Literary 

Elements, and the Traits of Writing. Students will begin 

researching and learning how to find credible sources 

from the internet.  Grammatically, the 7th grade focuses 

on organization, transitions and flow, sentence structure 

and verb tense.  Seventh grade units will focus on the 

following main topics:  Place consciousness, various 

genre studies with short stories, conflict in novels and 

real life, immigration and refugee life, research and 

persuasion, and memoir. Current novels include Devil on 

My Heels by Joyce McDonald and Refugee by Alan 

Gratz.   

English 8  
Throughout the course, students will spend time solidifying 

themselves as writers through a variety of genres, centered on 

Figurative Language, Literary Elements, the 6-Traits of 

Writing, and the Parts of Speech. Eighth grade will focus on 

establishing oneself as a reader and writer through word 

choice and voice during the reading and exploration of 

realistic fiction, fantasy, science fiction, suspense, 

drama, mythology, folklore, fable, as well as digital 

citizenship and media literacy. Students will also challenge 

themselves by beginning the task of literary analysis in the 

whole class novels of The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, The 

Horse and His Boy by C.S. Lewis, A Wrinkle in Time by 

Madeleine L'Engle, A Diary of Anne Frank by Anee Frank, 

and Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes. 

 

ADVANCED TOPICS IN COMPOSITION 
Open to Grades: 12                                                1 Semester 

Credits: 5 

Prereq: Teacher Approval 

 

This independent study course allows motivated, upper-level 

students to do additional exploration in the area of 

writing.  The student and teacher will work to set the pace and 

curriculum.  Studies will focus on advancing skills in creative 

writing and composition.  

 

 

Family & Consumer 

Science  
 

6th Exploratory Family & Consumer 

Science   
This is the equivalent of a six-week class. FCS and 

Computer Use and Apps split one block and meet each 

semester. This class is an introduction to FCS classes. 

Areas of study include the history of FCS, characteristics 

of a healthy family, pre-sewing skills and basic food 

preparation.  

 

7th Exploratory Family & Consumer 

Science   
This is a 12-week exploratory class that includes 

several Family & Consumer Science concepts. Students 

will study self-esteem, nutrition, and sewing. Hands-on 

lab work is part of this class in the areas of sewing and 

foods.  

 

8th Exploratory Family & Consumer Science  
In this 12-week exploratory class, students will continue 

to explore nutrition and making healthy food choices. 

Other concepts related to the work of the family will be 

studied including families through the decades and 

sewing.  

 

Mathematics  
 

Math 6  
Students will combine their growing math skills with 

real world mathematical situations. Students will be 

given a variety of mathematical exercises ranging from 

basic to challenging. In-class activities will be dedicated 

to note taking, hands on learning, problem solving skills, 

and concept application. Students will continue to 

develop their math skills in a manner that will serve them 

well in future grade levels. Critical thinking is an 

important aspect of the class and will be encouraged and 

assessed throughout the school year.  
 

Math 7  
Math 7 is a transition from basic arithmetic to 

more complex problem solving. Students will work on 

improving math skills necessary for pre-algebra. Number 

patterns, area and perimeter, and data and statistics will 

be reviewed. The main focus will be on decimal and 

fraction operations, integers, order of operations, 

inequalities, rates, ratios, proportions and percentages, 

and geometry as time allows.  
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Math 8 (8th Grade)  
The goals of this class are for students to learn to 

value mathematics, to become problem solvers confident 

in their ability, to reason mathematically and to 

communicate mathematically. Units covered may 

include: whole numbers, decimals, number theory, 

fractions, expressions and equations, integers, rational 

numbers, ratios and proportions, percentages, and 

equalities and inequalities.  Students who are successful 

at this level may proceed to Algebra as 9th graders. 

 

Pre-Algebra (8th Grade)                  
Important concepts and skills are presented to 

prepare students for success in Algebra 1. Basic 

operations, use of variables, writing and solving 

algebraic expressions, and graphing functions will be 

taught. Numerous applications and problem-solving 

strategies will help prepare students for further 

classroom studies as well as work outside the classroom.  

 

Algebra I (8th Grade)  
Emphasis is placed on the structure of the real 

number system, the use of variables in algebraic 

expressions, the solving of equalities and inequalities, 

graphing skills, and the development of logical thinking 

skills for problem solving. Placement in this class is 

based on standardized test scores and recommendations 

of the middle school math department. 
 
 

Physical Education & 

Health  
PE and Health 6   
Sixth graders will all have a PE/Health class throughout 

the entire school year. During the PE portion of the 

curriculum, students will be physically active each class 

period.  Activities will continue to develop their motor 

skills and meet the Sixth Grade Physical Education State 

Standards.  Within the Health portion of the curriculum, 

sixth graders analyze the four aspects of health and 

reflect on their personal health choices. In conjunction 

with these four aspects, goal setting is taught using the 

S.M.A.R.T. goal acronym. Health topics include Making 

Healthy Choices, Personality, Self-Esteem, Emotions, 

Managing Stress, Family Relationships, and Peer 

Relationships. All health topics are mindful of our 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ with specific 

consideration given to Matthew 22: 37-39 and 

1 Corinthians 6:19. 
 

 

 

7th Grade Exploratory PE  
The intent of the course is for students to improve 

their physical fitness and motor skills development 

levels, as well as their social development and teamwork 

through participation in their activities. The units will 

include Games unit, Volleyball, Physical Fitness, and 

Track & Field. The students will also work on their 

cognitive development through knowledge of the rules of 

the game, and to develop a basic understanding of these 

activities. The concept that physical activity is beneficial 

for everyone will be stressed in the hope that students 

will value their personal fitness.   
 

8th Grade Exploratory PE   
The intent of the course is for students to improve 

their physical motor skills development levels, as well as 

their social development, emotional well-being, and 

team building through participation in their activities. 

The units will include Intro to Weight Training, 

Pickleball unit, Cardio Step Box/Dance, and a Softball 

unit. The students will also work on their cognitive 

development through knowledge of the rules, 

techniques, and strategies throughout the course. The 

concept that physical education is beneficial for 

everyone will continue to be stressed in the hope 

that students build a foundation for life-long learning 

through physical activity.  

 

7th Grade Exploratory Health  
Health covers the different aspects of physical, mental, 

spiritual and social health, and how the aspects affect 

each person’s overall wellbeing.   
The following areas will be taught over the course of 

the year:  
Mental Health – personality & self-esteem; Social Health 

– preventing violence; Nutrition – digestion and 

excretion;  

Physical Fitness – cardiovascular and respiratory health 

& personal care; Human Development – adolescence; 

Preventing Disease – infectious diseases.  

 

8th Grade Exploratory Health   
Health covers the different aspects of physical, mental, 

spiritual, and social health, and how these aspects 

affect each person's overall well-being. The following 

areas will be taught over the course of the year:   
Mental & Social Health – mental disorders and suicide 

and building healthy peer relationships; Physical Fitness 

– movement and coordination; Substance Abuse – 

alcohol and preventing drug abuse; Human Development 

– reproduction and heredity. 
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Science 

 

Sixth, seventh, and eighth grade science has an integrated 

curriculum. Life, physical, chemical, and earth sciences 

are areas of study each year. The middle school program 

is designed to introduce students to concepts and to build 

a foundation of knowledge necessary for future success 

in earth, life, and physical science. Classroom labs give 

students experience using scientific tools, measuring and 

collecting data, and communicating results. Exploring 

the wonders of creation with a focus on its Creator is a 

major theme within the classroom. 
 

Science 6  
In this course, students will be introduced to earth, 

space, life, and physical science. Students explore the 

concepts of weather, the movement of Earth through 

space as well as the planets, magnetism and electricity, 

in addition to biomes and ecosystems. Many topics are 

covered concurrently with reading and language arts to 

create a greater depth of understanding and application.   
 

Science 7  
In the 7th grade science course, students are introduced 

to Life Science, Earth Science and Physical Science. 

Related topics include: Cell structure, Cell process; 

respiration, photosynthesis and mitosis, Genetics, Living 

Organisms and Taxonomy, Rocks, Minerals, Plate 

Tectonics, Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Energy and the 

transfer of energy.   
 

Science 8  
8th Grade Science covers the basics of Chemistry, 

Physical Science and Life Science. Specific content 

studied in eighth grade includes: the periodic table, 

Chemical properties, reading and writing chemical 

equations, Newton’s laws of motion, Force, Energy, 

Power and Simple machines, the digestive system and 

the excretory system.  

 

Social Studies 
Social Studies 6  
The school year will begin with the sharpening and 

expansion of geography skills needed to better cover the 

topics that lie ahead. Following initial coursework in 

geography, we will cover world history up to 1600 

A.D.  within the continents of Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

Throughout these studies, students will see how the 

beginnings of Judaism and Christianity coincide with 

important events and empires of world history. Students 

will also have the opportunity to discover the origin of 

many other world religions. Throughout the year, it is 

always a priority to make connections between the past 

and present. We will also make exciting and concrete 

connections between biblical accounts and other 

historical documents. This course very much has ties to 

what we study in Religion.  
 

Social Studies 7  
We will look at the very beginnings of our country. 

Who populated and cultivated this land first? What 

spurred European exploration? Why did the thirteen 

colonies break away from England? These and other 

questions will be answered as we journey through our 

country’s birth and make our way to the Civil War. We 

will learn about the events and people that shaped and 

influenced U.S. foreign policy, internal matters, 

struggles, and triumphs during the time period from 

earliest record to 1860. Once a week, we will be looking 

specifically at current events in our nation.  In this we 

will be discussing facts and opinions, and comparing the 

events of today with some that already make up our 

history. We will also be looking at a different state each 

week. We will widen our regional views and be more 

aware of the country in which we live.   

 

Social Studies 8  
8th grade Social Studies begins by looking at the division 

in our nation that occurred during the Civil War. From 

there, we will journey through Reconstruction, 

industrialization, immigration, Progressivism, and on to 

WWI, the 20s, Great Depression, and WWII. If time 

permits we will also study the Cold War and beyond. We 

will learn about the events and people that shaped and 

influenced U.S. foreign policy, internal matters, 

struggles, and triumphs from 1860 through WWII's 

conclusion in 1945. The course also helps to guide 

students in appreciating our shared national history 

through active reading, improved historical research, 

critical thinking and discussion of our understanding of 

various topics, and presenting the history of our nation in 

both oral and written forms. 
 

Religion  
 
The primary focus of all religion classes is the 

redemptive work of Jesus Christ and our salvation by 

grace through faith with each class studying different 

aspects of the Christian faith. In light of this, the theology 

curriculum aims to enhance and continually deepen 

scriptural knowledge, theological connections and 

practical application. Our curriculum begins with a focus 

on strengthening the students’ knowledge and 

understanding of the people, events, and historical and 

cultural context of the Bible as a narrative of God 

interacting with His people. This foundation is then 

strengthened as the curriculum shifts toward a focus on 

making theological connections between the Biblical 

narrative and the theological reality of God’s continuous 
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work of salvation, not only in the Old and 

New Testament, but also throughout the entire history of 

the Church. Finally, our curriculum turns focus on 

helping the students form a Christian worldview, and to 

apply Christian truths to the various spiritual and 

vocational challenges that arise in the world.  

 

Religion 6—Old Testament Characters  
Focuses on characters and lessons from the Old 

Testament.  Students will explore the narratives of many 

Old Testament characters, such as Abraham, Moses, 

Ruth, David, and Solomon, to consider how God was 

working in their lives, and how the examples and lessons 

of these characters can be applied to the life of the 

Christian in the present day.  

 

Religion 7—The Life of Christ   
Focuses on the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 

Students will use Scripture, Christian literature, audio 

and visual media, to explore the narrative and historical 

context of Christ’s birth, life and ministry, death and 

resurrection, and the call of the Disciples. Emphasis is 

placed on developing a Biblical worldview, introducing 

the field of Christian apologetics, encouraging 

discipleship, and enabling the student for the work of 

evangelism.  

 

Religion 8—The Church and Its Mission  
The eighth-grade religion class focuses on how the Holy 

Spirit works through people to share the Gospel 

throughout the world and the struggles and joys they 

faced.  Students will use the book of Acts and other 

assorted texts to consider issues the Church faced 

immediately after the Gospels. We will then explore the 

challenges of sharing the Gospel in modern culture and 

with people of other faith backgrounds.  

 

 
Visual 

&Performing Arts  
 

6th Grade Exploratory Art   

7th Grade Exploratory Art  

8th Grade Exploratory Art  
 

Art classes in the Middle School are exploratory 

tracks offering a wide variety of activities and mediums 

in the major categories of drawing, painting, sculpture, 

ceramics and printmaking. The art program follows a 

discipline-based approach that incorporates art history, 

appreciation, aesthetics and production in the study of art. 

These courses are intended to develop the student’s 

creativity and critical thinking capabilities, to improve 

the student’s technical/motor abilities through art 

production, and to develop an appreciation and 

understanding of art through the study of other cultures, 

artists and eras.  

 

6th Grade Band  
Students begin instrumental music instruction or 

continue from their fifth-grade band. Students are 

educated through the course text on fundamental playing 

and reading skills to provide a firm foundation for their 

musical development.  Instruction takes place in the 

ensemble setting with rotating individual instruction to 

supplement the coursework.  Students demonstrate 

progress and share gifts through two school concert 

performances.   

 

Middle School Band (7th & 8th Grade)  
Prerequisite: 6th Band or Audition  
Students are educated through the course text to 

expand on previously learned playing and reading skills. 

This developmental period demands students accelerate 

their musical knowledge by increasing their range of 

pitches, rhythmic vocabulary, knowledge of scales, and 

proficiency with new key signatures. Application of 

mature musical concepts such as tone quality, phrasing, 

and nuance are also explored as students gain awareness 

and sensitivity.  Instruction takes place in the ensemble 

setting with rotating individual instruction to supplement 

the coursework.  Students demonstrate progress and 

share gifts through school concerts and are introduced to 

public performance settings by attending a middle school 

music contest and other community performance.   

 

6th Grade General Music  
Sixth Grade Music is a general music class that covers a 

range of topics from music theory to music history, but 

focuses on singing and the developing voice. Students 

explore music genres and read musical notation as well 

as rehearse concert pieces and perform in three concerts 

and one festival. The overarching goal of the course is to 

convey the many ways that they and others can praise the 

Lord with their voices and music.  

 

Middle School Chorus (7th & 8th Grade)   
This is a non-audition group that concentrates on 

proper vocal technique, fundamental musicianship, and 

the particular aspects of choral singing. A variety of 

styles of music, both sacred and secular, are examined 

and performed through the literature selected.  
Students in 7th and 8th Grade are required to take at 

least one music class. 

 

 


