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On behalf of the entire school staff at Mt. Vernon 

Elementary, I would like to welcome families back to a 

new school year. I am honored to be starting my sixth 

year as principal at Mt. Vernon and my second year at 

Wayne Elementary Schools. I am looking forward to 

seeing you and working with all of you during the year. 

Over the summer, the custodial staff have been working 

hard on a variety of projects in preparation for our 

students’ arrival. Our custodian, Craig Dunn, has done 

an outstanding job preparing the building for the first day 

of school. We also had several bond projects completed 

including paving the parking lots. 

As you may already know we have a new second grade 

teacher joining MtVES this year. Please welcome Elaine 

Swimm. All of our staff are committed to providing the 

best educational experiences for your child(ren) and 

have been working diligently to prepare for this coming 

school year. 

Along with welcoming you all back to MtVES, I also 

wanted to provide you with some important information. 

Our Open House for Grades K through 5 will be held 
on Wednesday, September 11th, from approximately 

6:00-7:00 pm. The Opening of School/Parent 
Information Packets were sent home with the oldest child 

sibling on the first day of school. The packets contained 

a variety of essential information that will ensure the  

safety and well being of your child(ren). It is very 

important that you review this material carefully and 

return it to school in the envelope provided. More 

detailed information was included in the School/Parent 

Packets. 

Please remember that RSU#38, Maranacook Area 
Schools, promotes student and community health. 
All school properties (inside and out) are tobacco-
free. Please refrain from using all tobacco products, 

including electronic cigarettes and vaping devices, while 

on school property and in school vehicles. For more 

information, please refer to Board Policy ADC, Use of 

Tobacco on School District Premises Prohibited. 

If you are picking your child up from school, please 
remember the following: 

●  Sign your child out in the main office if during school 
hours 

●   Parent pick up is scheduled in the library from 
2:30-2:45 and you must sign your child  
out 

●   Only bus students are allowed on the playground 
after school (Board Policy KFC)  

 
We look forward to seeing you and your child(ren) at 
Mt. Vernon Elementary School. It’s going to be a great 
year!  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SEPT. 11TH 
OPEN HOUSE AT 6:00-7:00 

P.M.  

WWW.MARANACOOK.ORG SEPTEMBER 6,2019

Are you ready for school 
today? 

Please remember your:  

-Sneakers for PE days 
-Library books to return 
-Healthy snack  
-Lunch money in a labeled envelope 
-Return the Parent information   
packets  

After School Pick Up: 

For the safety of our students… 

A staff member will unlock the front doors at 2:30 
and then parents can proceed to the library. As a 
safety precaution, staff members are not allowed to 
let parents into the school before 
2:30 for student pick up.  

After school student pick up is from 
2:30-2:45 in the library. Upon 
entering the library, we ask that you 
please stay in this area during the 
pick up time until you sign out your child(ren) with 
the staff member and then exit out the door on the 
parking lot side of the building. 

Please come prepared with a photo ID in order to 
assist staff with checking out students. We are 
updating our list and appreciate your patience. 
Approved friends or family members must be 18 
years of age and show an ID in order to pick up your 
child from school.

NWEA testing window is  
SEPTEMBER 10th-18th for grades 3-5 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBERMark the date!!!!  
Our Open House 
is on Wednesday, 

September 11, 
2019, at 6:00 

p.m. 
We hope to see 

you there. 

OCT. 3RD 
FAMILY MATH NIGHT AT 

6:00 P.M. 

SEPT.  10TH-18TH 
NWEA TESTING. 

SEPT. 13TH 

EARLY RELEASE IS AT 
11:40 A.M.

http://www.maranacook.org
http://www.maranacook.org
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FOOD SERVICE ACCOUNTS:  

If you plan to pay with cash, please put the money in 
an envelope with your child’s name and grade 
clearly written on the outside. If you are paying by 
check please put your student(s) name(s) in the 
memo at the bottom of the  check. 

Thank you 

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 

REGARDING 
OUR NEWSLETTER 

Each week we send out our 
school newsletter to parents 
via email. If you prefer to 
receive a hard copy of the 
newsletter, please call the 
office at 293-2261. 

Please help us welcome Erin 
Foth, our new school nurse. She 
has 15 years of experience. She 

will be here at our school 
Monday-Thursday in the am and 

Friday afternoons. We are 
happy to have her as part of our 

team.

We are pleased to introduce our new 2nd grade 
teacher Mrs. Swimm. She is a graduate of Purdue 
University Global. Most 
recently Elaine has been 
working as an 
Educational Technician III 
in the Title 1 program at 
Fayette Central School in 
Fayette, Maine.  

Elaine’s enthusiasm, 
knowledge of current 
educational practices, 
and dedication to her 
students will assist in 
developing a positive 
learning experience for 
your child. Mrs. Swimm 
will be a great addition to 
our Pre-K - 5 Mt. Vernon team. 

SPECIAL SNACKS:  

To support the RSU #38 5-2-1-0 initiative, and keep our 
students safe from life-threatening allergies, we require 
that any food/beverage intended to be shared with other 
students be pre-approved through the school nurse, per 
School Board Policy JL. Pre-approval will need to take 
place two (2)weeks in advance by completing JL-Parent 
form. You may obtain a form from your classroom teacher 
or Erin Foth, our school nurse. 

Band is starting on 

September 25th. We are 
accepting any unused  

instruments in any 
condition.Thank you, 

Mrs. Shively, music teacher
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 IM K-5 Math                                                                                                                 Alpha Pilot 2019-2020  

Dear Families, 

This year, your child’s teacher has been selected to pilot and provide feedback on Illustrative Mathematics K–5 Math, part of a 
problem-based curriculum for grades K–12. The curriculum addresses the current math standards and is designed to support each 
and every student’s math learning. During this pilot year, we will gather feedback from both teachers and parents and ask that the 
materials are not shared on social media outlets. 

What is a problem-based curriculum? 

In a problem-based math curriculum, students learn math through solving problems—in groups and on their own. They experience 
concrete, hands-on activities to develop a deep understanding of the math. Throughout this work, students ask questions, try out 
their ideas, explain their reasoning, and put their new understandings to use. As students engage in math in meaningful ways, they 
make connections to prior understandings and see themselves as capable learners and doers of mathematics. 

Structure of the Curriculum 

Instructional Routines Each lesson begins with a warm-up. The warm-up is one of several routines that students experience 
repeatedly throughout the year. These routines support the work of the day’s lesson, connect to students’ previous understanding, 
and build fluency with computational strategies. 

Problem-based Activities Students are presented and given time to work on real-world problems and mathematical 
situations. Students are allowed to solve problems in a way that makes sense to them, rather than a method taught by the teacher. 
There are often multiple ways to solve each problem that students discuss and make connections between. 

Synthesis Each activity and lesson concludes with a whole-class discussion. This discussion gives students the chance to share 
their thinking and listen to the ideas of their classmates. The teacher asks questions during this time to help students be clear on the 
mathematical goal of the lesson. 

How can you support your child this year in math? 

● Maintain a positive attitude about mathematics. 

● Ask for examples of things they learned each day. 

● Give them many things to count and ask how they counted. 

● Ask them to estimate often. 

● Ask for places they see math outside, in books, or around the home. 

● Ask what they know, notice and wonder when working on math with them. 

● Additional resources: National PTA and National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 

                                                                                                                     K–5 Math Alpha Pilot


