
If you teach math in the classroom, in a learning lab, in a 
resource room, or as an interventionist, you will have an 

opportunity to engage in ongoing, job-embedded 
professional learning this year. Through the math review 
conducted last spring with Mike Hayes and Joe Agron, we 

learned that our district's practices in math can and should 
evolve.  We are at a point where we can draw from the latest 

research on how students learn, what type of learning 
supports depth of understanding and transfer, and how this 
all applies to math instruction. Dates and times will be 

shared in coordination with this newsletter.  

2019-2020 

Last year, we launched two curriculum 
review cycles in ELA and mathematics. 
Members represent each building and 
each grade span. They spent the year 
analyzing district data, learning about 
best practices, developing a curriculum 
framework, and conducting instructional 
audits district-wide. 

This year, the district will be supporting 
three curriculum review committees.

Year One

Social Studies: 

Reviewing and understanding revisions 
to 2019 updated state standards; 
Developing a vision and curriculum 
framework;  Engaging in an instructional 
audit

Year Two

English:

Providing feedback to state standards 
review committee; Refining vision for 
teaching + learning in literacy; Writing 
curriculum; Reviewing instructional 
resources for district purchases

Math:

Providing feedback to state standards 
review committee; Developing vision for 
teaching + learning in math; 
Participating in professional learning 
around "Taking Action: Implementing 
Effective Math Teaching Practices 
K-12;" Reviewing instructional resources 
for district purchases; Writing curriculum  
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int egr at ing  mat h   pr act ices , 
concept ual  under standing, and  
 pr ocedur es

Grade 
Span

Learning Ser ies Facil i t at or (s)

K-2 Uncovering Student Thinking in 
Geometry, Measurement, and Data

Lindsey 
Bickford

3-5 Integrating Math Practices through 
Fractions

Cheryl Tobey, 
MMSA

6-8 Integrating Math Practices through 
Rational Numbers

Cheryl Tobey + 
Peggy Brown, 
MMSA

9-12 Catalyzing Change in Mathematics 
by Integrating Conceptual 
Understanding and Math Practices

MDOE (in 
development)

Special educators have been participating in a grant funded 
initiative to improve math proficiency of students with disabilities, 

grades 3-8. Active engagement in learning over time, in cohorts, 
develop skill in teaching,  student math practices and core 

concepts. 

MATH 4 ME  



EXPECTat ions ? 

Each Curriculum Connections publication this year will have a focus 

area. This month the focus is obviously on math  teaching and learning. 

Next month, there will be another area of focus with some follow-up on 

math so that there is some continuity through this communications 

platform.  There is wonderful teaching and learning happening in MSAD 

#11. I'm looking forward to sharing our areas of focus and our highlights 

as we move through the year.

As t he Direct or  of  Cur r iculum , 
I have been asked about  t he 
dist r ict 's expect at ions around 
inst ruct ional t im e and use of  
resources. Cur rent ly, our  
m at h  resources m ainly 
suppor t  sk il l  developm ent  or  
procedural know ledge. St af f  
m ay want  t o supplem ent  our  
resources. Over  t im e, we w il l  
adjust  our  dist r ict  resources 
t o of fer  a balance t hat  
suppor t s concept  
developm ent , pract ices, and 
procedures. 

WHAT   IS   EMDI   AND   WHY   ARE   WE   USING   IT?
Our Title I Math Interventionists have been learning about the newest 
district assessment called the Early Mathematics Diagnostic Interview 
(EMDI). It replaces the Early Math Thinking assessment (EMT) in K-5. 
This assessment requires trained individuals to engage in 1:1 
interviews of students to uncover student thinking about mathematics 

and more accurately assess student misconceptions so that we might 
provide targeted instruction to accelerate learning. Because we are 

newly implementing this assessment, cut scores are in development for 
Title services and will be drafted this fall. Lindsey Bickford has been 
facilitating this work and the Title I Math Interventionists have been 

consistently filming their practices and participating in calibrated scoring 
and collaborative learning. It is all very exciting and I am so proud of 

their commitment to student learning.

DINE + DISCUSS EVENTS: OCT 8 + JAN  14

The Association of Teachers of Mathematics in Maine (ATOMIM) 
designed a book study for the year, Taking Action (K-5, 6-8, 9-12). If 
interested in reading the book and discussing it with area educators, 
consider registering for the book study and 2 Dine  + Discuss nights. 
Gardiner Regional Middle School will be hosting the Dine + Discuss 

events and our very own math coach, Lindsey Bickford, will be 

co-facilitating. More info soon at https://atomim.wildapricot.org/ 

WHAT   ABOUT   OTHER    AREAS    OF    LEARNING?

IREADY   MATH    UNIVERSAL   SCREENER: K- 5
This fall, our Kindergarten through fifth grade students will be using a 
different universal screener for math. NWEA will continue to be used for 
literacy. iReady Diagnostic Assessment will replace NWEA in math. K-5 

staff were trained on August 27 and the assessment window will open 
on September 9. This assessment is adaptive (like NWEA), more 

student-friendly, integrates brain breaks and the use of virtual math 
manipulatives, and includes audio features for students to hear the 
problem sets. K-5 faculty will engage in follow-up professional learning 

on October 11 focused on analyzing the data to inform instruction. 

K-12 Facult y Problem  Solving 
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