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UPCOMING DATES 
 

SEPTEMBER 

2  NO SCHOOL  -  Labor Day 
 
4  5th Grade Band Sign-Up 
 @SGE  3:45—6:45 
 
5  Girl Scouts  5th Gr 
 (Smith), 3:34-5 
 
9  Snapology 3:34-5 
 
10  Girl Scouts  2nd Gr 
 (Keblusek/Hogel) 3:34-5:45—Café 
 
11 PTO Meeting 4:00 
 
13  Early Dismissal 11:45 
 
16  1st Mid Quarter 
 
18   Snapology 3:34-5 
 
 Girl Scouts 2nd Gr 
 (Keblusek/Hogel) 3:34-5 –Café  
 
 McDonald’s Night 4-7 
 Hosted by 2nd Gr Team 
 
19  Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 
 3:34-5—Café  
 
20 Richardson’s Adventure Farm Nite 
 
23  Snapology 3:34-5 
 
24  Girl Scouts 1st Gr 
 (Hogel/Sena) 3:34-5:15 
 
25 NSD2 School Board Meeting 
               7:00 pm @ District Office 
 
 
  

 

 
Joining the PTO is a great way to show your commitment to and 
support for your child’s education.   There are so many ways to get 
involved!  Click the following link to find the volunteer  sign up 

sheet.      PTO VOLUNTEER SIGN UP 
 
Follow us on Facebook 
RICHMOND GRADE SCHOOL PTO 
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Happy September RGS! 
 
I hope you all have gotten back into the swing of things and 
that your kids have adjusted well to their new school year rou-
tine!  I know this can be a tricky time of year for some students. 
The best thing you can do for your child(ren) is to maintain a 
regular schedule and be sure they get to bed at a consistent 
bedtime.   
 
Don’t forget that the 15th annual, PTO sponsored Tail-
gate4Edcuation event is coming up on Saturday, October 
19th.  This adult only evening is filled with a ton of fun and lots 
of great items that will be auctioned off to help support learning 
at RGS.  This year the PTO is hoping to fund virtual reality sets 
to enhance student learning and to bring our kids experiences 
they might not otherwise have.  Be sure to mark your calendars 
and buy your tickets soon! 
 
There have been some questions about the return of Tucked In 
Tuesdays...not to worry, it will be back!  This weekly video se-
ries will be coming again in October and more information will 
follow as it gets closer.  I can’t wait for you to tune in! 
 
As a reminder, don’t forget to follow us on Twitter!  Search 
@RichGradeSchool to see lots of great things happening at 
RGS. 
 
Have a great month! 
Ms. Kuhl 

http://www.nippersinkdistrict2.org/files/user/5/file/Scanned%20from%20a%20Xerox%20Multifunction%20Device%20(3)(1).pdf
https://www.facebook.com/RGSPTO/


LIBRARY  

NEWS….. 
The library program has 
some exciting opportu-
nities in store for your 
child this year: 
 
 Our program will be promoting the very best 

of children’s literature to your child with 
activities designed to help student’s enjoy 
the stories even more. 

 We be doing our very best to get (or keep) 
your children “hooked on reading” by recom-
mending specific reading materials to each 
individual. 

 We will continue to add new titles this year 
of the latest and most exciting new books 
for young readers, including quality non-
fiction to help meet the Common Core re-
quirements. 

 At each grade level, students will be learn-
ing research skills specifically suited to 
their developmental needs.  

 We will be working with classroom teachers 
to help them find materials especially suited 
to the individual interests and abilities of 
your child. 

 We have a lot of special events being 
planned, including the Bluestem award read-
ing contest, 2 book fairs, and the Battle of 
Books. 

 If you would like to volunteer to help in the 
library, please let me know. We especially 
need help during the book fairs. We’d love 
to have you. 

 One thing to remember is we are on a rotat-
ing schedule, so you child’s library day may 
not always meet on the same day of week, 
therefore students will need to pay atten-
tion to when their library day is in order to 
return books on time.   

 
Our staff is ready and excited about this com-
ing year and is committed to making the library 
your child’s favorite place in the school! 

 

Ms. Walker 

Librarian 

 

 

      All of the students at Richmond Grade 
School created a poster showing examples 
of the seven elements of Art. 

      The fifth grade students are learning 
about color schemes, by creating a paint-
ing of a guitar. 

      The fourth grade students are learning 
about, value by making an acrylic painting 
of sharks on canvas paper. 

      The third grade students are learning 
about lines by creating a self portrait of 
themselves as a minion. 

      The second grade students are learning 
about texture and Vincent Van Gogh by 
creating an oil pastel picture of a vase and 
flowers. 

      The first grade students are going to 
learn the three primary colors by creating a 
portrait of themselves. 

      The kindergarten students are learning 
about shapes by drawing and cutting out 
shapes.  They will then glue them down. 

 
Thank you, Mr. Ratts 



 

MRS.  JODI ZAREMBA 
Spanish Teacher 
JZAREMBA@NSD2.COM 

¡Bienvenidos! Welcome to back to the 2019-2020 school year! We have been very busy in the Spanish 
room! All classes have gone over the rules and procedures, and some grade levels have already jumped 
into their new vocabulary units. I am thrilled to report that students are off to a fantastic start in the 
Spanish! 

Mexican Independence Day is September 16th.  To commemorate this event, all grades will be working 
on a short cultural lesson on the history of Mexican Independence Day, and how the Mexican people 
won their independence from Spain.  

*Kindergarteners, First, and Second Graders have all begun this year’s Spanish classes by learning 
basic greetings and leave takings.  

Kindergarten will be moving from basic greetings to learning their colors in Spanish. Each color will be 
introduced individually and practiced before the next color will be taught. They will know a rainbow of 
vocabulary words when our unit is completed! 

First and Second Grade will continue to build their conversational skills by learning Spanish introduc-
tion words, as well as which greetings are appropriate to use at different times of the day.  

Third Grade will begin the year with a cultural unit on the Monarch butterfly.   This unit is an extension 
of their classroom science life cycles unit. We will be talking about how the Monarchs will soon be mi-
grating to the mountains of Mexico, as well as where they will spend the cold winter months. For more 
information on this topic, please check out the website journeynorth.org or go to my website for more 
interesting links. These are excellent sights for extending our classroom lessons at home.  

Fourth Grade will begin with a unit based on the basic school supplies. In this unit they will be learn-
ing the Spanish vocabulary words for a variety of items that we use every day at school. I will be provid-
ing a lot of practice and conversational activities throughout this unit. It is my hope that when we are 
finished, students can be told and understand in Spanish, which supplies will be used at each class ses-

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

OCTOBER  
2  Picture Retake Day 

11  NO SCHOOL  -   
 Teacher Institute  
14  NO SCHOOL  -   
 Columbus Day 



We played a name game 
called “Jump In, Jump Out” to introduce 

ourselves in 5th grade. Students learned the 
song “I Want to Rise,” where some of us have to 
pretend we want to wake up in the early morn’. 
There are qualities of this song that make it easier 
for us to pretend. It has a fast tempo, is major 
(do=home pitch), and utilizes syncopation. 5th 
graders discovered a new rhythm called syncopa, 
which emphasizes the weak/off beats. Classes are 
transferring our ostinatos over to unpitched per-
cussion instruments including triangles, cabasas, 
and hand drums. 

 
After our name game, 4th graders jumped right in 
to rhythm work with our piece “Alligator Pie.” This 
poem reviews our sixteenth notes from last year. 
Students played the piece in a round before trans-
ferring to tubano drums. In order to make the po-
em more musical, each class added their own ac-
cents throughout the song. Soon we will add 
rhythm sticks, wood blocks, and claves to our tu-
bano drums so that all students will have an instru-
ment when we play together. 

 
The 3rd graders review sol, la, mi, and do from our 
song “Apple Tree” we learned at the end of last 
year. We continued working on these pitches with 
new games including “Pass A Beanbag” and 
“Mouse, Mousie.” 

 
We recalled our song “We Are Playing in the For-
est” from last year and used it to review our pitch-
es sol, la, mi in 2nd grade. Students sang their 
names on these pitches to introduce themselves. 
We also practiced playing our quarter and eighth 
note rhythms. Classes read a book called Holy 
Molé and will soon use our textbook to begin read-
ing music notation in a book. 

 
1st grade read the book Don ’t Let the Pigeon 
Drive the Bus and practiced their sol-mi pitches 
from kindergarten. Then students learned the song 
“Star Light” that uses those two pitches. We are 
beginning to work on reading the beat and reading 
the pitches. Classes reviewed their 4 voices with 
“Johnny Whoops” before learning a new song 
called “Five Little Muffins.” 

 
I’m working hard to learn all the names of our new 
kindergartners! We are getting acclimated to 
the music room expectations and playing together. 
Students are practicing keeping a steady beat and 
using their singing voice. We read a book called 
GoldiRocks and the Three Bears. In music class 
we want to develop our beautiful singing voices 
like GoldiRocks. 

 
For more information about concerts and what's hap-
pening in music please visit our website https://
www.myhaikuclass.com/cbarski/rgsmusic!  

First and Second grade are off to a great start.. I will be 
utilizing a program called Primary Education Thinking 
Skills (PETS). PETS is system focusing on whole class 
enrichment and small group challenge activities. Its pur-
pose is to help primary aged students to develop higher 
level thinking skills. PETS follow the taxonomy of think-
ing skills outlines by Benjamin Bloom, presenting lessons 
in analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.  
 
Third Grade: In third grade for enrichment we explore 
shapes and how we can transform them into all different 
objects. The students will be taking a journey into shapes. 
They will be working in groups in an exploratory simula-
tion of shapes. My main goal is to help your child to dis-
cover just how far they can stretch their brain to different 
thinking areas such as divergent, logical, convergent, and 
evaluative thinking.  
 
In fourth grade, enrichment students will be exploring 
magnetism and electricity. The students will be working 
on an interactive simulation. The simulation is solving a 
scientific mystery while learning about electricity and mag-
netism. We will then do experiments to see how magnets 
work and just what is magnetic. The students will then 
move on to electricity. We will discover how electricity is 
generated, how we use it, and what we can do to conserve 
it. The students will be working on labs to discover what 
circuits are, what conducts electricity, and how far we can 
stretch a source of electricity. Lastly, we will be broaden-
ing our minds, as the students will be creating their own 
skateboard parks. The interactive exploration will teach 
students about the physics of motion as well as proto-
types.  
 
The fifth grade students will be exploring to main ideas 
this year. The first is personal finance. I want them to 
learn how to make money work for their future. The sec-
ond is how to construct a bridge. We will discuss bridges 
of the past, present and future. The students will again 
work in groups where each student takes on a different 
role in the process of building. 
 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
L - Listen and follow directions.  
E - Enter prepared and ready to learn.  
A - Always try your best and do ALL of the work.  
R - Respect yourself, property and others.  
N - No Excuses!!  

Mrs. Pizzo 

Enrichment 

https://www.myhaikuclass.com/cbarski/rgsmusic
https://www.myhaikuclass.com/cbarski/rgsmusic


 
 
I wanted to take the time to share some important general health remind-
ers…… 
 Your child needs to be fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing 

medicine before returning to school 

  

 If your child is home with gastrointestinal symptoms, they need to be without vomiting or diarrhea 
for 24 hours before returning to school 

  

 If your child is out of school for 3 or more days, a doctor’s note is required upon returning 

  

 Reinforce proper hand washing and cold etiquette (sneezing and coughing into the elbow, nose 
blowing, etc).  Our best line of defense again sharing germs is hand washing. 

  

 Remind your child not to share brushes, combs, hats, hair accessories, etc.  Periodic lice checks 
on your child are highly encouraged. If there are any questions, don’t hesitate to call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME BACK RGS!!! 

We have had beautiful weather to start out our year! Makes it so nice to get most classes outdoors 
and active. 

I want to thank you up front for having your students prepared for whatever weather we 
might have.  I appreciate all the kids being able to move safely, in appropriate shoes for the activities. 
I have asked all my 3-5 graders to pack an extra pair of socks just in case their feet get wet playing in 
the grass in the morning! 

The 3-5 graders are working on FLAG football skills and learning some terminology. 

The 1st and 2nd graders are learning some playground games they can play at recess or in the yard. 

My kinders are working on basic locomotor skills and moving different ways in open space, using safety 
and body control.  They are exploring with beanbags, hula hoops and small balls also. 

I expect it to be a jam-packed year of fun and games. Please reach out if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

Lastly, please remember if your child is unable to participate due to some type of injury, the School 
handbook states that a note must be sent to school for that reason.  Those notes are good for three 
days.  Any time beyond that requires a doctor’s note explaining the student’s limitations. 




