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                     ALP Seniors Participate 
                  in Job Shadowing Day 

 

 

 

Pictured above, front row from left, seniors 
Brooke Hampton, Michala McPhink, 
Taylor Copeland, Anna McIlvoy, and Claire 
Phillips, and back row 
from left, Hailey Beliew, Berry Dickey, 
Daxton Claude, and Damian 
Stevenson participated in the ALP job 
shadowing day Nov. 6.  

Pictured above from left, PHS senior Taylor 
Copeland, assists Tamara Dutton and Kristen 
Townsend, employees of Linwood Animal 
Hospital, with preparation of a dog for 
surgery during the ALP job shadowing day 
Nov. 6. 



 

 
The Paragould High School Advanced Learning Program held its annual senior job 

shadowing day Nov. 6. 
Students who participated in the job shadowing day chose their top three choices for 

careers and Karen Snyder, the Paragould School District Advanced Placement Coordinator, 
contacted professionals in those fields and made arrangements for students to spend the day with 
them at their jobs. 
 

Students who participated and their job shadowing experience include: 
 

● Hailey Beliew - Mike Rogers, librarian, Greene County Public Library 
● Shelby Blankenship - Chris Glenn, engineer, Hytrol, Jonesboro 
● Zane Clark - Greg Bauders, engineer, Hytrol, Jonesboro 
● Daxton Claude - Dr. Kurt Piatkowski, orthopedic surgeon 
● Taylor Copeland - Dr. Brent Reddick, veterinarian, Linwood Animal Hospital 
● Berry Dickey - Dr. John Hines, family physician, Hines Family Medicine 
● Preston Glenn - Bill Mitchell, accountant, and a physical therapist at St. Bernards 

Physical Therapy and Sports Medicine, Paragould. 
● Brooke Hampton - Kristie Ford, school counselor, Baldwin Elementary School  
● Payton Hooton - Ronny Weston, KAIT 
● Brianna Kriske - Officer Chris Bunch, SRO, Paragould Junior High School 
● Anna McIlvoy - Arkansas Methodist Medical Center Outpatient Therapy Services 
● Michala McPhink - Kathy Cook, librarian, Oak Grove Middle School 
● Valerey Michael - Jamie Gibson, counselor, Meaningful Journeys 
● Jackson Parker - Dr. Roger Cagle, CR DOC 
● Claire Phillips - Sara Brown, pediatric nurse practitioner 
● Makayla Sandusky - Carie Carle, hair stylist, Willows Salon 
● Zoe Sloas - Carly Porter, occupational therapy assistant, Therapy Matters 
● Damian Stevenson - Chad Robinson, FABCO manager, FABCO Machine Corporation 
● Cross Thompson - Dana Kelly, marketing manager, The Solutions Group, Jonesboro 
● Nick Widmer - Jerry Miller, veterinarian, Veterinary Healthcare Clinic 
● Abby Wilcox - Wells Vision Care and Dr. Barry Harris, Harris Eye Clinic 
● Hunter Wilmes - Keith Johnson, physical therapist, Solutions Physical Therapy, 

Jonesboro 
 

  

  



 

AP U.S. History Classes take a 
Journey Through the State Capital 

 
The Advanced Placement U.S. History courses taught at Paragould High School by Courtney 

Smith traveled to Little Rock and toured three different facilities Nov. 28.  
First, the classes traveled to the State Capital where they toured the building, and with special 

thanks to our state representative, Jimmy Gazaway, the students were able to go onto the floor of the 
House of Representatives and into the governor's office. While the students were there, they also were 
able to observe the Christmas decorations throughout the capital. 

Then, the group traveled to the Old State House Museum where they took part in a guided tour 
through the exhibits and discussion about the history of the Civil War, specifically the state of Arkansas’ 
part in the war. Students viewed a temporary exhibit entitled “A Piece of My Soul: Quilts By Black 
Arkansans”. 

Finally, students toured the Historic Arkansas Museum where they learned about the first 
established homesteads in Arkansas, located centrally in Little Rock. Homes, a tavern, and Arkansas’ first 
post office were on display for students to experience the life of some of the first settlers of Arkansas.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Parker Qualifies as National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalist 
 
 

Jackson Parker, a Paragould High 
School senior, has qualified as a National 
Merit Scholarship semi-finalist.  He is in the 
process of completing the National Merit 
application to compete for a National Merit 
Finalist Scholarship.  The awarding of the 
finalists will begin in April, 2019.  

The National Merit Scholarship 
program honors individual students who show 
exceptional academic ability and potential for 
success in rigorous college studies. 

On Sept. 13, officials of the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation announced the 
names of approximately 16,000 semifinalists. 
These seniors have the opportunity to 
compete for 7,500 National Merit 
Scholarships. 

The first step to be considered for the 
National Merit Scholarship Program is taking 
the Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test as a junior.  A 
semifinalist must have an outstanding 
academic record throughout high school, be 
endorsed and recommended by a high school 
official, write an essay, and earn SAT scores 
that confirm the student’s earlier performance 
on the qualifying test. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
To become a finalist, Parker must 

submit a detailed scholarship application, in  
which he must provide information about his 
academic record, participation in school and 
community activities, leadership abilities, 
employment, and honors and awards he has 
received.  
 



 

          PHS Offers New AP Class 

 
Beginning with the 2018-19 school year, Paragould High School is offering a new 

Advanced Placement class, AP Computer Science Principles.  
According to the College Board, an immense knowledge of computers, how they operate, 

and how to manipulate them is becoming increasingly imperative for success in the workforce. 
Pam Beach, the teacher of Paragould’s new class,  attended a five-day training, presented 

by Harvard University, over the summer and also attended training on Advanced Java in order to 
prepare for teaching this class. 

 “Learning about computer science and how to code, even if that’s not what you’re going 
to do, helps the logical part of your brain,” Beach said as she explained the benefits of taking this 
course.  

Currently, eleven students are enrolled in the course, spanning over grades 10 through 12. 
She hopes these students will be able to learn three, possibly four, programming languages and 
she hopes that their portfolios, a vital part of the AP Computer Science Principles exam, can 
reflect things in which they are are interested and passionate about. 

While breaking down the AP exam format, Beach said there is a written exam worth 60 
percent of the overall score and a portfolio portion worth 40 percent. 

The portfolio section consists of two entries: the create entry and an explore entry. The 
create entry is a program that the student builds and can be really anything they desire. The 
explore entry shows their proficiency in working on different programs and manipulating 
different aspects of code.  

 
 

 

PHS Will Host ACT Boot Camp 
 

     Paragould High School will host an ACT boot camp from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Feb. 2, where 
students will receive instruction in English, reading, math, and science reasoning, related to ACT 
testing.  The February ACT date is Feb. 9. 
 
     The boot camp is for students who attend the Paragould School District and is free to attend. 
Lunch will be provided for the students who register prior to the Jan. 28 deadline. Students interested 
in registering may contact Karen Snyder, PSD Advanced Placement Coordinator, in room 29-125,  
by email at ksnyder@paragouldschools.net, or by phone at (870) 240-2271 ext. 6024. 
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      PHS AP Students Earn 99 Passing Scores 
 

The Advanced Placement scholarship awards ceremony was held Sept. 14, at 9:45 a.m. in 
the Paragould High School auditorium.  Students who earned passing scores on the AP exams 
administered in May 2018 were recognized and presented with a check for $100 for each passing 
score.   A reception was held following the assembly in the senior lounge for recipients, families, 
and distinguished guests.  

NIDEC Motor Corporation of Paragould made a donation to the Paragould School 
District for the presentations of these scholarships.  Rick Ellis, NIDEC plant manager, and Patty 
Lee, NIDEC human resource manager, presented the checks to the recipients during the 
ceremony. 

In conjunction with September being National Take Your Legislator to School Month, 
Representative Jimmy Gazaway was also on hand for the presentation.  

Recipients recognized at the ceremony include Ashlyn Apple, Sam Baker, Zoey Beasley, 
Holly Blair Benson, Shelby Blankenship, Andrew Booth, Rachel Booth, Alex Brengard, Tyler 
Brown, Veronica Burkheart, Connor Burroughs, Noal Coffel, Taylor Copeland, Jaden Cupples, 
Zach DePew, Berry Dickey, Lainey Dillon, Eli Dowdy, Annie Grace Fleming, Lauryn Fisher, 
Tryniti Garred, Trevor Gatewood, Alyssa Gurien, Brooke Hampton, Jackson Hancock, Aaron 
Hadley, Holden Hartsfield, Westin Henderson, Megan Holmes, Payton Hooton, Faith Jankoviak, 
Alicia Johnson, Karrington Johnson, Nick Karppe, Seth Laws, Zach Lee, Taylor Malone, Sydney 
Manchester, Sam McBride, Tyner McCullar, Michala McPhink, Valerey Michael, Alexis Miller, 
Arin Miller, Brett Murdie, Mattie Neighbors, Callie Newsom, Karson Oakes, Jeryn Orick, 
Emilee Owen, Jackson Parker, Claire Phillips, Drake Plunkett, Anna Quinn, Zoe Rodrigues, 
Idayali Rodriguez, Makayla Sandusky, Derek Shollenbarger, Matilyn Smith, Rose Smith, Abby 
Smithee, Carter Starling, Damian Stevenson, Kaitlyn Stoddard, Colton Thomason, Jonah Treece, 
Ace Turner, Abby Wilcox, Alec Wilkinson, Aspin Williams, Eli Williams, Karsen Williams, 
Madi Wood, and Trace Wyss. 

Parker and Dowdy earned $400 because they earned passing scores on four exams. 
Plunkett, Copeland, and McPhink earned $300 because they earned passing scores on three 
exams, and Andrew Booth, Burroughs, Karppe, Murdie, Blankenship, Dickey, Hancock, Owen, 
Phillips, Gatewood, Rodrigues, Matilyn Smith, and Brown received $200 checks because they 
passed two exams.  All other students received $100 checks for passing one exam. 

The following students were recognized as AP Scholars because they earned passing 
scores on three or more AP exams during their time in high school:  Andrew Booth, Brown, 
Burroughs, Gatewood, Hancock, Karppe, Manchester, McPhink, Murdie, Owen, Quinn, 
Shollenbarger, and Eli Williams. 

Four students, Copeland, Dowdy, Parker, and Plunkett, were recognized as AP Scholars 
with Distinction for earning an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken and scores of 
three or higher on five or more AP exams during their high school career. 
 

  
 



 

PJHS Quiz Bowl team participates in state camp 
 

The PJHS Quiz Bowl Team participated in a state quiz bowl camp November 10th at the 
University of Arkansas Community College in Batesville.  They were divided up to play with 
other quiz bowl team members from across the state.   JoBeth Mitchell and Matthew Vandiver 
both received awards for team play, and Ashton Rodrigues was named an All-Tournament 
Player. 
 
Pictured in the team photo are  Back:  Matthew Vandiver, Devon Jarman, Zed Alhallak, Keller 
Hall, Ashton Rodrigues, Logan Brown.  Front:  Nevaeh Morse, Gabby White, Hannah Vowell, 
Hannah Murphy, and JoBeth Mitchell.  Not pictured is Tyler Brown. 
 
 

 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  Students Attend Theatre Production 
 
Eighty-two ninth grade Pre-AP English students of Matt Brewer attended the theatre production 
of A Christmas Carol at Theatre Memphis Dec. 4. Brewer’s objectives for students attending this 
performance include analyzing how complex characters develop over the course of a text, 
interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme and evaluating a 
speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious 
reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence. 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo submitted by Matt Brewer 
 

Ninth grade Pre-AP English I students wait for the theatre production, A Christmas Carol, Dec. 4 
at Theatre Memphis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

      OGMS ALP Students Participate in a Chess Tournament  
 

 
 

     Students at OGMS have been participating in a Chess Tournament over the past few weeks. 
They have developed strategies to protect their game pieces as well as strategies to capture an 
opponent's king to win the match. When not practicing chess, students have worked in groups to 
construct and test marble mazes seeing how many levels they can add to create the tallest 
working maze. 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Elementary Students Prepare for NEA Chess Tournament 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

     OGE students started the year by creating self portraits. They drew half of their face as they 
look in a mirror and the other half of their face shows their inner thoughts, feelings, interests, 
and hobbies. Students worked in groups to study the ocean and created nonfiction books and 
board games related to the ocean. They took turns playing each other's games and read their 
books aloud to other students. They are now learning about chess including the history of 
chess, the pieces and how they move.  



 

Students Serve at Mission Outreach 

 
     Mission Outreach in Paragould serves approximately 20,000 pounds of food a month and 
more than 57,000 meals yearly.  In Pre-AP Math, students have studied about ratios, 
proportions, percents, etc… and after visiting the Mission Outreach they realize the great need 
that exists right here in our community. OGMS students have expressed a great interest in what 
the Mission Outreach does to help others. OGMS takes a small group to the Mission to help 
serve lunch each month. 

 
 

 

 



 

Students Visit Bootheel Youth Museum  

 

 
 

 
 
 
     Third and fourth grade Advanced Learning Program students recently attended a field 
trip to the Bootheel Youth Museum.  Students participated in science experiments. They  
also spent time participating in the exhibits and activities offered at the museum.  
 
 



 

 

  AP World History Students Take a Trip 

 
 
     Mrs. Courtney Smith’s AP World students went on a field trip to tour the U.S.S. Razorback, 
Inland Maritime Museum, and MacArthur Military Museum in Little Rock. Students were able to 
view exhibits about maritime and military history, as well as explore the submarine.  

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Baldwin ALP Students Experiment With 
Ozobots 

 
 
 

     ALP students at Baldwin Elementary recently experimented with 
Ozobots.  Ozobot is a little toy robot that blends the physical and digital 
worlds - and teaches kids programming.  Ozobot can identify lines, colors, 
and codes on both digital surfaces and physical surfaces.  

 
     It is very basic programming, as you simply train the robots to follow 
patterns on the surfaces as they roll over.  Students learn hands-on about 
programming, math and robotics. Ozobot teaches them in a fun way while 
they are engaged and eager to learn. Ozobots help build 21st Century skills 
and bring digital concepts to life.  Students also learn coding skills using 
this device.  

 
     These robots offer students hands-on learning, collaboration skills, 
creative thinking skills, problem solving skills, spatial relational skills, as 
well as computational and sequential thinking skills. 



 

 

 
 
 

     Third and fourth grade ALP students at Baldwin Elementary and Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary participated in an Architect Academy unit of study.  Students learned about 
architects and the career opportunities available in this field.  They also learned about famous 
and historical buildings.  Students were given the opportunity to make a program, design floor 
plans, site plans, and make a model to scale.  They also learned about interior design, eco 
architecture, naval architecture and other types of architecture. Students were able to design a 
park, playground, and treehouse using various math skills and architectural skills.  



 

 
     After completing the Architect Academy unit of study, students were assigned projects in 
which they designed a “Dream Room” to fit their personalities.  Students used the knowledge 
they gained about interior design to bring the projects to life.  The students were instructed to 
design the room inside a shoe box. They did an amazing job utilizing interior design skills.  

 
 
 

  

 



 

     Third and fourth grade ALP students at Baldwin Elementary and Woodrow 
Wilson Elementary drew site plans as they incorporated skills learned during a 
study about architecture.  They also re-designed the Empire State Building to 
reflect their personal style while adding to the foundation of the building.  

 



 

 
      Elementary ALP Students Learn About Our Hometown 
 
     Third and fourth grade ALP students in the PSD spent time learning about the 
history of Paragould.  Students took a field trip to downtown Paragould on 
Nov.12th. They started the tour at the old courthouse where Bob Branch shared 
about the history of the courthouse and how Paragould was named.  Then, the 
students went on a walking tour led by Amy Milligan from Arkansas Heritage in 
Little Rock, AR.  As the students walked down the streets of Paragould, Ms. 
Milligan shared history about buildings along the way. Students ate lunch in the 
loft of Skinny J’s. After lunch, they traveled to the Collins Theatre as they listened 
to Joe Wessell share about the rich history of this landmark in Paragould.  The next 
stop was the railroad car located in downtown.  Students had the opportunity to 
look inside the railcar which now serves as an office for those who work with 
Mainstreet Paragould.  Last, but not least, students went to Something Sweet to 
have a quick snack before returning to school.  

        



 

 
  
 
     After learning about the history of Paragould, students stopped in at Something 
Sweet. They were given the opportunity to enjoy a snack and some “sidewalk talk” 
with friends who attended the field trip. During the second semester, students will 
research and design replicas of buildings located in downtown Paragould.  



 

               AP Art Class Visits Crystal Bridges 
  

 
     On Friday, November 9th,  twenty-five AP Art Students traveled to Bentonville, Arkansas on 
an inspiring educational excursion.  The goal of the trip was to experience the creative and 
progressive atmosphere on several key stops along the way.  After an early departure from PHS, 
Coach Jason Inman, drove our bus to the Hendrix College Cafeteria in Conway for a huge 
breakfast.  At 11:30 we began our tour at Crystal Bridges, including the Native American 
Modern Art Exhibit, The Frank Lloyd Wright House, and the museum’s Permanent Exhibit. 
After lunch at Crystal Bridges the class walked through the sculpture garden to Compton 
Gardens.  From there we took a short bus ride to The Preacher’s Son restaurant in downtown 
Bentonville.  The Preacher’s Son is an old church that has been converted into an eating 
establishment.  The students were treated to incredible contemporary stained glass windows and 
fantastic wooden architectural features.  Finally, we visited Brightwater Culinary School.  This 
organization renovated an old warehouse into a culinary school, including restaurants, food 
trucks, a market and chocolatier.  The school uses a greenhouse and garden to supply fresh 
vegetables for their recipes.  Brightwater has also started a charter school in Bentonville 
emphasizing sustainability practices in infrastructure and curriculum.  We wanted to catch the 
spirit of creative enterprises that strive to enhance the quality of the entire community.   This was 
a great group to take on a long trip across the state, and I was truly blessed and pleased with the 
entire experience.  I want to thank Coach Inman for his enthusiasm and intellectual curiosity on 
this trip.  
 

 
 


