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Principal’s Notes
Dear Families,

 Welcome to the 2019-20 school year!  We have been enjoying 
getting to know your children, as we finalize schedules and get into 
routines here at LER!  

 We have many new staff members here with us this year.  Please 
help us welcome Jackie Millett, Heather Genest, and Kaitlyn Trask to our 
STEPS program.  We have three new kindergarten teachers and a second 
grade teacher!  Welcome to Miss Greenleaf (K), Mrs. Berube (K), Miss 
Perrault (K), and  Mrs. Lowell (2).  We also have a couple new itinerants 
with us as well.  Mrs. Cochran is here this year teaching art, and Mrs. 
Mazerolle is here teaching PE.   We had some changes in teacher 
assignments this year as well.  Mrs. Grant is now teaching  grade 2 and 
Miss Lancaster is teaching grade 1.  Mrs. Malcolm retired from her 
teaching position, but is still here with us teaching reading in our Title 1 
program.  We also have a new social worker, Mrs. Pooler, who will be 
with us on Tuesdays.  Finally, we have 2 student teachers with us this fall.  
Welcome to Liz Nelson and Maggie Coffin.

 Our first monthly school assembly will be on September 25th at 
8:45 am and Mrs. Canning and Mrs. Lowell’s second grade classes are 
presenting.  Families are always welcome to join us.  I  put a schedule of 
our assemblies and classes presenting on our facebook page to help you 
plan ahead!

 Again, welcome to our new school year!  If you ever have a 
question, concern, or need to chat, please be sure to call, email, or set up a 
time to meet with your child’s teacher.  If you ever need to speak with me, 
the office number is 582-3612.  I am very excited to be starting my 12th 
year as principal of Laura Richards School!

     Yours in the service of children,

Walking School Bus Begins Monday, September 16th! 
Students and parents are invited to join Mrs. Moody and 

other staff members at the Gardiner Common at 7:55 for 
the Walking School Bus on Monday mornings, weather 

permitting, as we walk to school together. 
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Upcoming Events 
September:
16th: Walking School Bus, meet at 7:55 
	 at the Gardiner Common
19th: GEPTA Octoberfest planning 
	 meeting, 6:00 at LER
23rd: Walking School Bus, 7:55
24th: Picture Day!
25th: Assembly, 8:45 (Mrs. Canning & 
	 Mrs. Lowell’s classes presenting)
27th: GEPTA fundraiser due
30th: Walking School Bus, 7:55

October:
5th: GEPTA Octoberfest, 11:00 - 3:00, 
	 Gardiner Common (rain date, 
	 October 6th)
7th: Walking School Bus, 7:55
10th: GEPTA meeting, 6:00 at LER
11th: No school, staff workshop day
14th: No school, Columbus Day
21st: Walking School Bus, 7:55
24th: Early Release, elementary students 
	 dismissed at 12:00, no PreK
28th: Walking School Bus, 7:55
30th: Assembly, 2:00 (Miss Greenleaf & 
	 Miss Perreault’s classes presenting)

     Helpful Phone Numbers
Laura E. Richards School	 582-3612
Superintendent's Office	 582-5346
Transportation Office	 582-6663
Boys & Girls Club	 	 582-8458
Special Education Office	 582-7366
LER fax	 	 	 582-3175
River View School  & fax	 582-3402

For safety reasons:
Please do not drop your child off at 

school before 8:10.  Please do not 
drop your child off in the parking 
lot.  Student drop-off should be in 

front of the school.
Please remain in the lobby when 
dropping off or picking up your 

child.

Be safe
Be kind

Be respectful
Be responsible



The Laura E. Richards School community will nurture, guide, and encourage students.  We will provide a safe 
environment, rich in learning experiences, to foster respectful, caring, independent learners.  

Box Tops for Education
Our school receives 10 cents for every 
Box Top for Education logo we redeem. 
Collection sheets have gone home with 
students, but feel free to send your  Box 
Tops to school in baggies, envelopes, or 
whatever works best for your family.  Our school uses 
these funds to provide enrichment activities for all of our 
students during the school year. We look forward to 
another great year!

Even though the program is moving towards a mobile app 
(see attached information), we are still able to redeem 
Box Tops that are clipped from packages.  During this 
transition, if you use the app as well as clipping Box 
Tops, our school gets double the points!  So please keep 
clipping!

Picture Day 
Mark your calendar for Picture Day, 

Tuesday, September 24th. 
Order forms will were sent home with 
students, or you may order online at 

mylifetouch.com. 
Use Picture Day ID LG019017Q0

Hannaford Helps Schools 
Now through November 30th,  shoppers will receive 
school dollar certificates at the register with the purchase 
of participating products, which Hannaford will redeem 
for cash for our school.  Please be sure to put them in the 
Laura E Richards slot in the display at the store or send 
them in to school.

GEPTA News 
• Octoberfest planning meeting will be held Thursday, 

Sept 19, 6:00 at LER.  Anyone interested in 
volunteering or helping organize is invited to attend.

• Charleston Wrap fundraiser information was sent home 
with students this week.  All orders and payment are 
due Friday, September 27th.

• Join us for Octoberfest, Saturday, October 5th, (rain 
date, October 6th) 11:00 - 3:00 at the Gardiner 
Common

• Our next meeting will be Thursday, October 10th at 
6:00 in the LER library. All meetings this year will be 
held on the second Thursday of the month in the library 
at LER.  Please join us!

Dismissal 
If there is a change in your child’s transportation, please 
send a signed note or call the school as early in the day as 
possible.  Please do not contact the school at the end of 
the day for any changes in your child’s transportation 
unless it is an emergency.  It is very difficult at dismissal 
time to notify teachers, students, and bus drivers of any 
changes.

Thank you for respecting our learning time by not 
dismissing your child early unless it is an emergency! 

Extra Clothing at School
Each student should have a complete change of clothing 
to be kept at school or in his/her backpack in case of 
spills, wet playground, etc.  

Please be sure to label all of your child’s belongings so 
that we can return lost items to the right place!

Donations of Pants
We are in need of size 6-10 pants to keep on hand for 
students who might need a change of clothes during the 
school day.  We would appreciate any pants that your 
child has outgrown. We will put them to good use!

Health Notes
Cold and flu season is fast approaching! If your child is 
sick, please keep them home. For the health and safety of 
all of our students and staff, we ask that you keep your 
child home if your child has had a fever of 100°F or 
higher, vomiting, or diarrhea for any of the previous 24 
hours. Also, the school does not provide cold medicine, 
natural cold remedies, or cough drops. These items, if 
sent from home, need to be brought to school by an adult. 
Please do not send them to school with your child. This is 
for the safety of all of our students. MSAD11 policy also 
requires a doctor’s note for all medications administered 
at school, including over the counter medications. Thank 
you for your help in keeping all of our students healthy 
and safe!

Notes from the Kitchen
Be sure to visit myschoolbucks.com and sign up to view 
your child’s account balance and activity, and to receive 
FREE alerts when his/her balance gets low!  There is a 
small fee to make payments online, or you can send 
money to school with your child.

If you have not filled out and returned your free/reduced 
meal application, please do so before Friday, October 4th 
to be entered in a drawing for an Apple iPad!  
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http://myschoolbucks.com/
http://myschoolbucks.com/


Spotlight on 
Our New Staff!

Brittany Berube, 
Kindergarten Teacher

Lee-Anne Greenleaf, 
Kindergarten Teacher

Krystin Perreault, 
Kindergarten Teacher

Tracey Lowell, 
Grade 2 Teacher

Deidra Cochran, 
Art Teacher

Beth Mazerolle, 
Phys Ed Teacher

Heather Genest, 
Ed Tech, STEPS

Jackie Millett, 
Ed Tech, STEPS 

Kaitlyn Trask, 
Ed Tech, STEPS

Cindy Pooler, 
Elementary 
Social worker

Liz Nelson,
Student Teacher

Maggie Coffin,
Student Teacher
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Notification from the Director of Operations
Dear Parent, Guardian, or Staff Member:

Each year it is required that I inform everyone on our 
policies for handling Asbestos and the Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) program.  Below is some 
information regarding each topic.
• Asbestos: The current operation and maintenance 

plan is maintained at the Superintendents 
office.  This includes a 6-month surveillance 
program and a 3-year AHERA inspection conducted 
by an independent company as outlined in the State 
Regulations.  The following facilities have been 
identified as having asbestos floor tile, ceiling tile or 
both.  T.C. Hamlin, Pittston Elementary, and the 
Gardiner Area High School. 

•  Integrated Pest Management: The objective of the 
IPM program is to provide effective pest control 
while minimizing pesticide use.  Through 
maintenance and the cleaning, we will reduce or 
eliminate available food and water sources and 
hiding places for the pests.  We will also routinely 
monitor the school area to detect pest problems and 
prevent the pest from becoming established. Non-
chemical methods will always be implemented first 
when dealing with pests.  However, pesticides may 
be necessary to control individual pest 
problems.  When this happens, the school will use 
the least hazardous effective pesticide 
feasible.  Spraying of exteriors will only be used in a 
worse case situation and is not allowed at this 
time.  The Director of Plant Operations is the only 
individual authorized to allow the contacted 
company to spray for pests.

Parents, legal guardians, and school staff will be 
notified of  specific pesticide applications made at the 
school.  To receive notification, you must be placed on 
the registry.  Notification will be given at least five 
days before planned pesticide applications.  Notices 
will also be posted in school and on school grounds. If 
you need a copy of the registry form please ask for 
one at the front office at your school.  Please 
remember that we are not spraying for pests at this 
time and we would only use this in an extreme 
situation.  Each school is required to maintain records 
of monthly inspection and information about the 
pesticides used. 

If you have any questions about asbestos or the IPM 
program please feel free to call me at 582-6663.
Thank you for taking time to read over this information 
and I hope everyone has a great year.  

Sincerely,
Gabe Dostie

Director of Operations

M.S.A.D. #11 Child Find Policy 
MSAD #11 seeks to ensure that all children within its 
jurisdiction are identified, who are school-age five through the 
school year in which they turn 20 and who are in need of 
special education and supportive assistance, including 
homeless children, state wards, state agency clients, students 
who have been suspended or expelled, children attending 
private schools receiving home instruction, children 
incarcerated in county jails, children who have the equivalent 
of 10 full days of unexcused absences or seven consecutive 
school days of unexcused absences during a school year, 
highly mobile children (including migrant or homeless), and 
children who are suspected of being disabled and in need of 
special education and supportive assistance even though they 
are advancing from grade to grade.

MSAD #11 is responsible for Child Find for resident students 
attending private or public schools through public tuition 
payments or public contract and shall meet this duty either 
through appropriate arrangements with the receiving school 
unit or through direct child find services by district personnel or 
contracted personnel.

MSAD #11’s Child Find responsibility shall be accomplished 
through a unit wide process which, while not a definitive or 
final judgment of a student’s capabilities or disability, is a 
possible indicator of special education needs.  Final 
identification of students with disabilities and programming for 
such students occurs only after an appropriate evaluation and 
a determination by the IEP team.

This Child Find process shall include obtaining data on each 
child through multiple measures, direct assessment, and 
parent information regarding the child’s academic and 
functional performance, gross and fine motor skills, receptive 
and expressive language skills, vision, hearing and cognitive 
skills.  MSAD #11 may schedule child find activities during its 
annual kindergarten enrollment to assist in planning for 
necessary special education and related service at the start of 
the school year.  If screening occurs in the spring prior to 
school entry, MSAD #11 will refer the child to the regional Child 
Development Services (CDS) site within 10 school days. 

If the Child Find process indicates that a student may require 
special education and supportive services in order to benefit 
from regular education, the student shall be referred to the 
Individual Educational Plan (IEP) Team to determine the 
student’s eligibility for special education services.

School staff, parents, or agency representatives or other 
individuals with knowledge of the child may refer children to 
the IEP team if they believe that the student, because of a 
disability, may be in need of special education and supportive 
services in order to benefit from regular education.  Such a 
referral should follow the school unit’s pre-referral and referral 
policy.

Legal Reference: 34 C.F.R. §300.111 (2006)
Maine DOE Rule Ch. 101 § IV(2) (July 2011)
Adopted: April 7, 1994
Revised: November 4, 2004; May 3, 2007; December 3, 2009; 
February 4, 2016
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