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Quote of the Week:  “For my part I know nothing with any certainty, but the sight of the stars makes me dream.”  (Vincent 
Van Gogh, 1853 – 1890) 
 
September 9 – 12 - 7th grade backpacking trip 
September 17  - LEAP Board meeting 7 pm in Room 20 (all welcome) 
September 18 – 20 - Open Classroom family camping trip (parent meeting during trip) 
September 19  - Lagunitas School District board meeting (all welcome) 6:30 pm in Room 20 
September 20 – 22 - Montessori family camping trip 
September 24  - Middle School parent meeting 6:30 pm in Room 17 
September 27  - Montessori all-program field trip to Hearts Desire Beach 
September 30  - Picture Day 
October 1  - Montessori PTO meeting 6 pm in Room 7 
October 2-9  - Parent Conferences – Early Release days 
 
News and Information 
 
The campus is a little quieter this week without our 7th grade students.  Actually they are not a loud bunch, 
but there are a lot of them – our largest group, with 40 students.  So large we have to split them into two 
groups for classes.  The group left Monday morning on a new Middle School overnight field trip.   
 
They are experiencing a new Rite of Passage excursion that aims to push them physically, and lead them to 
new interpersonal and intrapersonal connections and understanding.  Group leaders, Will Hubert and 
Katherine Sanford, along with other professional tour leaders, and parent chaperones are on the final stretch 
of their hike from “summit to sea” exploring the Tamalpais watershed from the East Peak to Muir Beach.  
 
You may recognize Will Hubert’s name.  He was the school liaison at the SGVCC for the past couple years.  
He worked with the students in the SEL programs and coordinated the internship program.  Our students 
really enjoyed their connections to Will.  He left to focus on his master’s degree program in outdoor 
recreation, and developing and leading trips like this one. 
 
Katherine has sent reassurances and updates this week that all is going well.  Today I heard about a maze that 
reminds me of the book, The Alchemist.  (The way out is not what is expected…)  If you see a 7th grader, ask 
them how to get out when stuck in a maze. 
 
The group returns Thursday afternoon.  After four days in nature, sleeping in tents, they’ll experience that 
wonderful re-entry experience of a hot shower and clean sheets.  They do have school on Friday – an 
unfortunate schedule that resulted from limited reservation availability on the mountain.  Parents can pick up 



their children from Muir Beach between 3:30 – 4 pm, or pick them up from school when the drivers drop 
them off around 4:30. 
 
Thank you to all who pulled together to make this unique trip possible for our middle school students! 
 

Laura Shain 
Principal 

 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you to all the LEAP pledgers, give-back-night diners, scrip card users, and Farm Fresh 
subscribers!  Your donations bring our wonderful art, music, Spanish, and elective programs.  
They fund some of our classroom assistant time and some of our middle school PE.  Our students 
LOVE these programs, and our teachers APPRECIATE the support so much.   
 
LEAPs next give-back-night is on October 22 at Split Rock in Fairfax.   
 
All are welcome to attend the LEAP board meeting next Tuesday night at 7 pm in Room 20. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Standardized test scores from the CAASPP (California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress) 
tests administered last spring are being mailed to your post office boxes this week.  If your child participated 
in the tests – available for 3rd grade and up – you will see scores in English Language Arts, Math, Science 
(for 5th and 8th grades), as well as scores from the previous year.   
 
Historically, Lagunitas families and educators have had a skeptical view of the state’s standardized testing.  
We have a high percentage of families who opt their children out of the tests.  Our sample size is small, we 
do not have our students on computers as young as many schools, and we do not participate in rote test 
preparation with the goals of high test scores.  We aim to teach students with the goal of high achievement, 
but not necessarily to produce in this particular test format.  Therefore, we don’t find the scores as useful as 
some schools. 
 
Some classes have so few students taking the tests that the teacher continues teaching the class and others 
proctor the tests.  I’ve done this myself for the last few years and have gained insight in the children’s test 
experiences.  Some students recognize that the tests are voluntary and approach very casually, some just 
want to get through it as fast as possible, and some are frustrated and unable to understand or answer in the 



required format.  Others work diligently, consider each question and their response with great thought, and 
are able to answer all the questions quite well. 
 
If your child has a high score, this indicates just what you might expect – that your child is able to 
understand and respond to challenging material rather successfully.  This is not an accident – gone are the A 
– E bubbles that guaranteed some correct guesses (especially if you guessed “C”) with the old style paper 
and pencil STAR tests.  Now, nothing is left to chance.  A high score is truly earned and provides useful 
information on a child’s ability. 
 
However, if your child has a low score, you are left to wonder if they tried hard, if they were one of the ones 
who just hurried through the test, or if they did not feel it was important?  And, you may wonder if your 
child is having academic difficulties?  I recommend you consider how your child is doing in school day-to-
day and use in-class assessments to determine progress.  Check in during conference week with teachers.  
 
Basically, a high score at Lagunitas tells us a lot, but a low score can be deceiving.  Ask your child how they 
approached the tests to get a better idea of how realistic the assessment was. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Follow us on Lagunitas_School_District Instagram for beautiful photos of our school in action! 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Dedication to Special Education (DSE) is a volunteer parent group working to improve special education and 
build community for 4,000 students with special needs and their families in Marin County public 
schools. Since its founding in 1997, DSE has invested $2,500,000 in our schools throughout Marin.  To learn 
more about DSE, to register for golf, or to donate please visit us at specialed.org/golf. 
 
Dedication to Special Education's 16th Annual Golf Tournament Fundraiser is on Friday, September 27, 
2019 at the beautiful Indian Valley Golf Club in Novato. We are looking forward to a great day of golf 
followed by our Community Party, raffle, and auction. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Scroll down for information on a Women In Science and Engineering (WISE) seminar series for students 
and parents… 
 



 
 
 


