
Superintendent Scoop 

May is here!  I am happy to see sun; the warm weather, however, has “helped” students realize that the 

school year will soon be history.  

We are already preparing for next year.  The school calendar has been approved with a starting date of 

August 17 and ending on May 18, 2017.  Christmas vacation will be slightly shorter; our last day of 

school is December 21 and we return on January 3.  The calendar is available at both buildings and is 

also on the school website. 

August 17 seems early, but we want to complete one-half of the year before Christmas vacation so a 

new semester begins on January 3. This affects the junior high and high school students more so than 

the elementary.  I have been to schools where students and teachers return after vacation and have one 

week of first semester classes followed by semester tests.  Educationally, it doesn’t make sense. In 

addition, by finishing the semester before vacation, everyone has a clean break; students won’t have 

homework to complete over vacation, and family and friend activities can become the focus.  

We also hire teachers during this time of year, and we have been fortunate to fill our open positions.  

Below is a short synopsis of new faculty members for the upcoming school year.   

 Jessica Molenda will teach Kindergarten next year.  She taught fifth grade for one year in Wolf 

Point and first grade at Trinity Christian for three years.  She is a native of Tonasket, 

Washington, and graduated from Eastern Washington University and Jamestown College.   It is 

evident that she cares deeply for children, and we are pleased she is joining our staff. 

 Laine Hanson will teach 4th Grade in 2016-2017.  She is a new graduate from Valley City State 

University, and she also attended school at Northern Wyoming Community College District.  She 

grew up on a ranch in Minnesota and loves rodeo!  She, too, cares deeply for children and will 

help our children achieve their goals. 

 Sarah Klug will teach Grades 7-12 Science.  Originally from New Town, she currently teaches 

science in Halliday.  A Minot State graduate, she is passionate about using STEM strategies in her 

teaching.  We are excited to see how this hands-on approach compliments our already fantastic 

science department! 

 Ella Van Berkom will teach Grades 6-12 Band and 7-12 Vocal.  She is a Williston native and is 

currently teaching music in Velva.  She, too, graduated from Minot State University, and has a 

double major in instrumental and vocal music.  While her majors were voice and clarinet, she 

has taken private lessons on trombone, bass guitar, flute, and percussion.  She also plays the 

baritone bugle in the Williston Drum and Bugle Corps!   

All of our teachers (new and experienced) come to our district with great training and a wealth of 

knowledge.  I have been so impressed over the years with the improvement of college education 

programs in teaching potential teachers classroom management skills, expertise in their chosen areas, 

effective strategies, and the value of caring and understanding.  Each teacher is an individual; we, too, 

come from different backgrounds and life experiences.  Please understand that we are not “cookie 

cutter teachers.” Not all of us have the same values, nor do we all think and act alike.  With the severe 

teacher shortage, we all must support our teachers, classified staff, and administrators.  We all love kids 

and that is why we are here.  As evident in Tioga, we all want our students to be successful. 



I can’t stop without bragging about our students – my favorite part!  On Friday, forty-six of our 

musicians left for State Music Contest in Minot.  Zach Luallen also departed for Phoenix for International 

Science Fair.  Lydia Carr is advancing to the National FCCLA Convention this summer to present her 

project.  Our golf and track teams are raking in the awards.  Last week, Central Elementary Student 

Council members held a family Bingo night, and the school hosted the regional Math Meet. Earlier in 

April, the juniors pulled together a beautiful and successful prom. Good things are happening in our 

schools; we have awesome kids and teachers! 

At this time, we would like to congratulate our twenty-eight graduates.  While we will miss them next 

year, we wish them all the best while they pursue their post-secondary endeavors.   

Have a happy, safe, and warm summer. Please take advantage of educational opportunities to keep your 

children engaged in learning throughout the summer!  We’ll see you on the first day of school, August 

17.   

  

 


