
Superintendent Scoop:  Getting ready for 2016! 

We are nearing the end of the first semester and two weeks of vacation.   It’s hard to believe that we 

will be ringing in the New Year in fifteen days!  I imagine 2016 will speed by as quickly as 2015! 

We are still hashing out issues with our building projects.  Odds and ends keep the schools from the final 

completion status.  The add-on projects of keyless access entry and adding cameras in both buildings are 

tedious due to the time spent running wire throughout the structures.  We anticipate completion 

sometime in January.  Minor projects should also be completed soon; however, the high school lot re-

striping and the elementary transformer relocation issues will wait until spring. The cosmetic issues and 

those finishing touches have not been forgotten, and we will be vigilant in arranging those to be 

completed. 

Music concerts are now history and basketball season is in full swing.  We love our new wood floor and 

expanded cafeteria!  Several community members and out-of-town fans have commented on our 

wonderful updated facilities.  If you haven’t attended an activity at the high school, please check out our 

welcoming building soon. I promise we will have an open house! 

While I was enjoying the grand opening of the Tioga Medical Center, I reflected on the improvements in 

the community in the short eighteen months I have lived here.  Of course, my heart is in the school 

projects and the positive changes it will create for student learning, but Tioga should be proud of the 

medical facility, the new highway and streets, new stores, and the continual improvements being made 

on Main Street and the rest of the community.   I applaud the community for taking the initiative and 

having the patience to improve Tioga.  We are lucky to live in a progressive area. 

The face of education will start to change with the “Every Student Succeeds” Act replacing “No Child Left 

Behind.”  The federal government will relinquish control to the states in assessment, staff evaluations, 

and standards.  Accountability will still be alive, and it remains to be seen how the government and the 

State of North Dakota will implement the new ESEA reauthorization. 

Earlier this fall, one of my articles focused on the funding of education.  An important factor of school 

funding is the taxable valuation of the district, the levy that is approved by the school board, and 

subsequently, the mills to fund your local school district.  School districts in North Dakota can levy 60 

mills for the general fund alone.  The Williams County Auditor recently provided this information to us 

for the 2015-2016 school year.  Property increased by 53% in the Tioga School District.  Our total mills 

decreased from 56.79 down to 44.71.  The general fund mill levy also decreased from 39.03 to 28.56.   

Thank you once again for all your support for the teachers and staff, students, and the school district as 

a whole.  Please come and enjoy our facilities and our programs by attending some of our activities!  We 

love to see you there! 

Happy Holidays and have a safe New Year! 


