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Equip young people to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ by providing an excellent, Christ-centered education.
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ENCOURAGE 

Therefore encourage one 
another and build one another 

up, just as you are doing.

1 Thessalonians 5:11



 From the Desk of Scott Ernstmeyer
 

“Encourage”

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.” 
   -1 Thessalonians 5:11

What does it mean to be a person that encourages others? 

I am blessed to be in a regular Bible Study group with several amazing Christian 
men. We meet weekly to get into God’s Word. More importantly we “do life 
together” - through the good and the bad. A number of years ago I was going through 
a pretty rocky time. I texted these “brothers” to let them know I was struggling and I 
needed their prayers. Within 90 minutes those men were all in my office and we spent 
some very powerful time together in prayer. It is hard to put into words what that 
meant to me. God used them in an important way to support me in a time of need.

Our Warrior Family is a Christian Fellowship. We are blessed to work together each day towards a common goal: 
to “equip young people to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.” Some days this goes so very well and there are 
amazing stories of God clearly working in the lives of our students, teachers and parents. Other days, there are 
tangible struggles and it seems like the uphill march is almost overwhelming, making it harder to see God’s hand 
at work.

In good times and in the struggles, the blessing of our Warrior Community is that we have the chance to 
Encourage one another! Sometimes we use words. Sometimes we take action. Each and every day, God places 
so many opportunities in front of us to lift others up!

My challenge to each and every one of us - be a person who encourages! Be intentional about saying “thank 
you” when you appreciate what someone has done. Let others know you are ready to help and support them in 
their time of celebration and their time of struggle. Make sure you are ready to receive encouragement as well! 
Recognize those around you who build you up and let them know you appreciate them!

What a blessing we have to reflect the encouragement of Christ as we interact with others! May God bless each 
of you as you pursue opportunities to Encourage those around you!

Because of Him,

Scott Ernstmeyer, Ed.S.
Executive Director - LLSA & LEF
LLJHS - Class of 1989



August 2018 
The year began with 327 students in grades 6-12, 48 
were new sixth grade students.  Two new teachers 
joined the Warrior family and were installed at the 
first chapel of the school year.   

On August 17th, the new Warrior Center for Athletic 
Perfomance was dedicated and the annual Booster 
Bash took place with teams being introduced and 
team scrimmages and performances.

September 2018 
 

Grandparents Day was 
celebrated on September 6th 
by nearly 240 grandparents 
of our students with a short 
presentation and Chapel 
Service.

Homecoming was celebrated during the week of 
September 17th.  This 
year’s royalty were Josie 
Puelz and Ben Moll.  
During the football 
game we honored our 
Distinguished Alumni.

 
On September 28th, 
Lincoln Lutheran 
defeated Lincoln 
Christian in football to 
win the “Spirit Sword”.

 
October 2018
On October 10th, over 60 area students visited 
Lincoln Lutheran to participate in our 5th grade visit 
day.  This special day provides an opportunity for 
each student to meet our middle school teachers and 
see first-hand what it is like to be a Warrior. 
 

November 2018 
 

November is a month focused on giving thanks.  We 
are thankful for the Warrior family!   
 
During the weekend 
of November 9-11, our 
Middle School and 
High School drama 
department performed 
One Act Plays.
 

The volleyball team 
competed in the Class 
C1 state tournament 
and after a tough 
five set match in the 
championship game, 
accepted the runner-
up trophy.

December 2018 
The month of December is always busy with  
students involved in activities and music concerts. 

 

The Middle School  
and High School 
Christmas Concerts 
were held at Messiah 
Lutheran Church on 
December 9th. 

 
Annually in December, 
we take time to serve our 
community through our 
Middle School Service Day 
and our Student Council 
sponsored the “Angel Tree” 
to support Lutheran Family 
Services.   

 

We are blessed to 
have the opportunity 
to openly celebrate 
the miraculous birth 
of Jesus. 
 

First Semester in Review



 

Hope Leimbach - Class of 2019
 

It is hard to find the exact words to say how much Lincoln Lutheran means to me. I have 
been attending Lincoln Lutheran since the 6th grade and the past 7 years have been full of 
growth. Lincoln Lutheran has given me the resources to grow in many relationships in my 
life. The most important is my relationship with Christ. I started my Freshmen year taking 
Israel and the Covenant and am finishing my Senior year with Christian Ethics. My  
ability to discuss and defend my faith has grown tremendously. Through these classes, I 
have also been able to build relationships and connections with my teachers and my  
classmates. Lincoln Lutheran means relationships and for that I am grateful. 

Alongside with the relationships that have been built, there are millions of memories that go along with it. I  
have been able to participate in student section cheers, finish second in both state track and volleyball, have 
funny moments in the classrooms, pep-rallies, Chapel, and so much more. There are too many memories to 
count, but I will cherish them for a lifetime. I am forever grateful for the time I have been able to spend here at 
Lincoln Lutheran. 

Isaac McCoy - Class of 2019

The past seven years at Lincoln Lutheran have been a blessing.  One of the best things at 
Lincoln Lutheran is the tight-knit community of believers.  The small classes have 
enabled me to build friendships with people I would never think I would have talked to.  I 
have also gotten to know the teachers very well and understand how much they care for 
their students and want to help.  It is encouraging to be surrounded by a community of 
family, faculty, and friends who want nothing but the best for you and it makes it a lot 
easier to succeed.  In athletics, each student has the opportunity to try a variety of sports 
as well as compete with them at a high level.  I have played basketball and soccer all 
four years of high school.  I know several students who have tried a sport outside of their 
comfort zone and done very well, and I know some who did not enjoy the activity but still 

made lasting friendships.  Even if a student does not desire to participate in a sport, there are other opportunities 
to get involved in like Student Council, Tech Crew, or the Outreach Team.  At Lincoln Lutheran, it is difficult 
to avoid all the opportunities to get involved, make lasting friendships, and succeed in academics and athletics 
while receiving constant support from your peers.  I cannot thank the school enough for shaping the way I am as 
a student, friend, and believer in Christ. 
 
After the conclusion of my Senior year, I plan on attending the University of Nebraska-Omaha where I will 
study finance.  The rigorous coursework at Lincoln Lutheran has done an exceptional job of preparing me to 
take the next step to college academics.  One of the benefits I received at Lincoln Lutheran is the dual credit 
program.  It is a great way to get a jump-start on a college education.  In the past two years, I have taken over 30 
credit hours of college-level classes.  This will allow me to enroll in classes more focused on my concentration 
at UNO instead of registering for a semester full of general education courses.  Taking advantage of what  
Lincoln Lutheran has to offer benefitted me as well as motivated other students.  This is why I highly  
recommend the Lincoln Lutheran experience. 

Seniors



Ben Moll - Class of 2019  This season’s football theme of “family” represents what Lincoln 
Lutheran means to me.  Lincoln Lutheran is a family of believers that helps one another grow 
and learn in faith.  This family also prepares students to enter the next stages of education 
and life. I know after graduation, I will be prepared for whatever coursework is thrown at me, 
but also be prepared for the theological challenges of life.  When I graduate I will be leaving 
this family, but I will be leaving knowing that God has plans to give me a hope and a future.
 

Next year, I am planning to attend Concordia University, Seward, Nebraska or Valparaiso University in  
Valparaiso, Indiana.  If I go to Valparaiso University, I plan on majoring in Meteorology and then attending 
graduate school and receiving my masters in meteorology.  If I attend Concordia, I will most likely pursue a 
Physics degree and then attend graduate school to get my masters in meteorology.  I plan to be very active in 
intramurals and other sports related activities.

Ella Moll - Class of 2019  When I was first told I was going to Lincoln Lutheran, I was filled 
with dread.  That is not the best way to start describing why I enjoy Lincoln Lutheran, but 
hear me out.  I was extremely nervous and would have to leave all of my middle school 
friends to go to a school that was completely new.  The first day of high school came quickly 
and I had to face my fears head on.  I remember being so relieved during the first day of 
school because everyone was welcoming and kind.  I remember upperclassmen helping me 
with my tray at lunch.  I created meaningful relationships almost instantly.
 

I love the Lincoln Lutheran community.  I feel comfortable talking to teachers and coaches.  Students from all 
the classes get along.  I felt this sense of community most strongly during State Volleyball this year.  It was 
amazing to see all the students and teachers cheering for the volleyball team.  I have a very fond memory of 
looking into the fan section during games and seeing all my friends cheering and encouraging us.
 

I am not sure what my plans are for next year, but the memories made at Lincoln Lutheran will be lasting.  I 
can only hope to find a college with such a tight-knit and supportive community as this one.  

Gretchen Moll - Class of 2019  As an eighth grader, the thing I dreaded most was to go to 
Lincoln Lutheran the next year.  I would have to leave all my friends and leave the school I 
attended from kindergarten to eighth grade.  I desperately wanted to go to Seward High so I 
could stay with my old friends, but I also had two older siblings who were very glad to have 
gone to Lincoln Lutheran.  I knew in the back of my head, Lincoln Lutheran would be the 
best for me spiritually and academically.  I was very nervous when I walked into school as a 
freshman, but I was instantly welcomed.  Four years later, I’m a Senior getting ready to leave 

Lincoln Lutheran and go to college.  I’m excited to leave and go to college, but on the other hand, I don’t want 
to leave.  Lincoln Lutheran has become a place where I have great friends and teachers and I have grown in my 
faith.  The religion classes have taught me so much and have prepared me to go out into the real world.   
Lincoln Lutheran means a lot to me and Christ is at the center of it all.
 

Next year I will be attending Taylor University in Upland,  
Indiana.  I haven’t decided exactly on a major, but I am 
thinking something in the field of healthcare, possibly  
nursing or physical therapy.  I will also be playing basketball.
 

                             Moll Family (left to right)

          Ben (2019),  Zach (2011) and Susie, Ella (2019),  
      Gretchen (2019), Emmi (2014), parents Sara and Tim

Family Tradition



From the Desk of Lloyd Wagnitz
Director of Ministry Advancement 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Another year in the books.  Where 
has the last five years gone?  It 
seems like yesterday when I packed 
up to leave a community I had lived 
in for 40 years.  

I have enjoyed meeting and getting to know several 
members of the Warrior family.  It is great to hear 
your stories of how Lincoln Lutheran has affected 
your life and what the school means to you. 

Do you have a story to tell?  Let’s get together this 
year and share your story.

May God bless you and your family in 2019 and 
beyond!

Lloyd W. Wagnitz 
402-467-5404  
lwagnitz@lincolnlutheran.org 

Since September 2010, the Thrivent Choice program 
has blessed Lincoln Lutheran with over $114,000 in 
financial support for the Lincoln Lutheran ministry! 

Eligible members must designate available funds by 
logging into their account at www.thrivent.com or 
calling Thrivent Financial at 800-847-4836.   

2018 funds must be designated by March 31, 2019

Thank you for considering Lincoln Lutheran when 
designating Thrivent Choice funds.   

Gala - March 22, 2019 

The annual Gala will be here soon and we are  
anticipating a large attendance.  Purchase your 
tickets online at https://handbid.app.link/lef2019 or 
contact Kristin Bennett at 402-467-5404 to reserve 
your tickets.  Deadline is March 7, 2019 to reserve 
or purchase your tickets!

The Now Through Eternity campaign runs through 
June 30, 2020.  As of December 31, a total of 
$2,049,212.96 has been raised!  Thank you to the 
Warrior family for reaching this milestone! 

Legacy Society
 

The Legacy Society is an honorary group of donors
designating a gift to the Lutheran Education 
Foundation through estate planning to provide a 
future for Lutheran education and encourage others 
to discover their legacy of generosity.  
 

The Legacy Society has grown to 54 members, with  
$1,184,000 received through planned gifts and future 
gift expectancies of over $2,190,000.

Planned gifts may be made through a variety of  
plans.

Tax Benefits Through 
Charitable Donations 

Three popular gifts:

1.  QCD - Qualified Charitable Distributions
 

Allows individuals 70 ½ or older to give directly to 
charity from their IRAs rather than having to take a 
distribution that would trigger an income-tax bill.

2.  Gift of Appreciated Stock

If you donate stock that has increased in value 
since you bought it more than a year ago – and if 
you itemize deductions -- you can take a charitable 
deduction for the stock’s fair market value on the 
day you give it away. You’ll also avoid capital-gains 
taxes on the increase in value over time, which you 
would have had to pay if you sold the stock then 
gave the charity the cash proceeds.

3.  Donor Advised Funds

A charitable investment account used for the sole 
purpose of supporting charitable organizations 
you care about.  You are generally eligible to take 
an immediate tax deduction when contributing to 
a Donor Advised Fund.  Then those funds can be 
invested for tax-free growth and you can recommend 
grants to virtually any IRS-qualified charity.

  For more information call the Advancement Office at 402-467-5404



2018 Distinguished Young Alumni Award - Jason Schwab
 

Jason Schwab is a 2000 graduate of Lincoln Lutheran High School. He attended 
Miami University in Ohio earning degrees in Business and Management  
Information Systems. Shortly thereafter, he returned to complete his Masters in  
Business Administration from the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. He currently
serves as an Experience Manager for Grant Thornton. 
 

Jason’s advice for current Warriors, “Participate in all that you can.  Remember  
God provides the answers to today and tomorrow’s trials and tribulations, you  
just need to listen.” He also wants students to know, “Lincoln Lutheran is great  
academically! The teachers are great and will prepare you for the next chapter.  
Take chances after high school because Lincoln Lutheran provides a foundation  
that will make you successful in whatever path you pursue.” 

Jason and his wife Anna call Bennington, NE home. They are blessed with two children, Caroline (10) and  
Hudson (6). 

2018 Distinguished Alumni Award - Brendel and Myra Maier
 

Myra (Clark) Maier is a 1978 graduate of Lincoln Lutheran Junior High. She  
attended Lincoln East High School and Concordia University, NE where she  
received a degree in business.  Brendel Maier is a 1980 graduate of Lincoln  
Lutheran Junior High.  He attendend Lincoln East and Seward High School before 
attending Southeast Community College to study electronics. Brendel currently  
serves as a division manager for Dutton-Lainson Company, while Myra keeps  
everything running smoothly in the Maier home.

Myra’s education at Lincoln Lutheran helped prepare her for life.  “Lincoln  
Lutheran provided a strong spiritual and academic foundation.  I am thankful for  
teachers that cared about the students and their knowledge of the subject matter.”   
Brendel recognizes that Lincoln Lutheran helped, “Lay the foundation for my  
spiritual growth.” 

Brendel and Myra make their home in Grand Island, NE. They are blessed with  
four daughters, Jessica (LLHS ‘10) and husband Ben Kunz (LLHS ‘13), Ashlynn (LLHS ‘12), Erin and Carli.

New Alumni Recognition Boards
October 2018 - New alumni recognition boards were 
installed on the south wall as you enter the east doors of 
the school.  The boards are for Disinguished Alumni and 
Church Worker Recognition.  We started recognizing 
Distinguished Alumni in 2008.  The Church Worker  
Recognition was established in 2018 to recognize 
Lincoln Lutheran alumni who have served a minimum 
of five years as a full-time Called worker at a church, 
school or other Recognized Service Organization of the 
LCMS or in a ministerial capacity for a Christian-based 
organization.  Please email lwagnitz@lincolnlutheran.org 
if there are additional names that should be included.

Alumni Awards



upcoming events 

March 2019 
3/22 - Gala

May 2019 
5/19 Graduation 
5/30 Give to Lincoln Day

did you know?

2018 Fall Sports teams competing in state competitions 
   Volleyball finished 2nd in the state 
   Football competed in state playoffs 
   Softball team competed in state tournament 
   Girls golf team competed at state tournament 
   Boys Cross Country had one runner compete at state meet 
   
Lincoln Lutheran finished 8th out of 50 in Junior Achievements Stock Market 
Challenge.

High School Band marched in the 77th annual Harvest of Harmony Parade in 
Grand Island.
 
Warrior News is published for Lincoln Lutheran alumni and friends. For additional 
copies, or to notify us of address changes or personal updates contact us at, 
402–467–5404 or development@lincolnlutheran.org

1100 North 56th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68504 
402–467–5404  ·  lincolnlutheran.org
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