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What is RTI? 

Response to Intervention (RTI) is a 

process used by educators to develop 

and evaluate intervention plans that 

improve students’ school performance 

(academic or behavioral).  RTI is the 

practice of 1) providing high-quality 

instruction and interventions that 

match students’ needs and 2) using 

students’ learning rate over time and 

level of performance to make im-

portant educat ional decis ions. 

(Bu f f um ,  Matos ,  Webber  © 

2009).  The three-tiered RTI model 

utilizes a “problem solving” process 

which identifies a problem by analyzing 

performance data and then creates 

research-based interventions designed 

to improve student achievement in 

the area of need. Interventions are 

implemented for a specific duration of 

time allowing for data to be gathered 

and reviewed to determine the rate of 

success. If the intervention does not 

work, additional interventions are 

tried. 

Students who are not responding to 

interventions in the classroom may be 

referred to the Student Study Team 

(SST), a group of education profes-

sionals from each school who support 

student learning through the RTI pro-

cess. 
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Core Curriculum 

For all students, Tier 1 is high-

quality, effective teaching by the 

classroom teacher. Tier 1 strategies 

and methods are most often effec-

tive for at least 85% of stu-

dents.  This instruction constitutes 

the general education curriculum. 

This tier encompasses differentia-

tion of instruction for all stu-

dents.  The classroom teacher will 

inform parents of their child’s pro-

gress at regular intervals.  Students 

who do not respond well to gen-

eral classroom instruction and typi-

cal differentiation strategies may 

need more targeted instruction 

(Tier 2) and may be referred to the 

Student Study Team (SST).  The 

classroom teacher  will inform par-

ents when their child is referred to 

SST. Parental permission is not 

needed to refer a student to SST. 

Tier 1                                   Tier 2                  Tier 3  

Targeted 

Tier 2 instruction is targeted interven-

tion for identified students. Tier 2 in-

terventions are delivered to small 

groups of students in a variety of set-

tings.  Interventions may be delivered 

by educators and support staff.  Tier 2 

interventions are typically offered 2-3 

times per week for a duration of ap-

proximately 20-40 minutes.  Tier 2 

interventions are implemented for ap-

proximately 4-8 weeks before results 

are reviewed. If after a “first round” of 

intervention a student does not show 

satisfactory progress, the intervention 

plan is re-evaluated and modified ac-

cordingly.  This decision is based on a 

thorough analysis of student perfor-

mance data. 
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Intensive 

Tier 3 instruction is intensive interven-

tion for identified students. Tier 3 in-

terventions are increased in intensity, 

frequency, and duration based on lack 

of response to Tier 2 interven-

tions.  Additional assessments may be 

administered for the purpose of gath-

ering more information about the stu-

dent’s learning process. Tier 3 inter-

ventions are primarily delivered by a 

specialist. Groups are smaller, often 

with no more than 2-4 students. In-

structional time is increased to ap-

proximately 4-5 times per week for at 

least 30-60 minutes per session. 

Students who do not respond satisfac-

torily to Tier 3 interventions may be 

referred for further evaluation and 

considered for eligibility for special 

education.  Parental permission is re-

quired for special education referral. 

 


