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Fog
By Carl Sandburg

1916

Carl Sandburg (1878-1967) was an American poet, writer, and editor who won three Pulitzer Prizes: two for
his poetry and one for his biography of Abraham Lincoln. His poem “Fog” is inspired by the fog he saw one
day over the Chicago harbor. As you read, pay attention to how Sandburg uses imagery to describe what he
sees.

The fog comes
on little cat feet.

It sits looking
over harbor and city
on silent haunches1

and then moves on.
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1. the upper part of an animal's leg
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement best explains the metaphor “little cat feet” in line 2?
A. The fog comes noisily.
B. The fog comes happily.
C. The fog comes sneakily.
D. The fog comes gracefully.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “sits looking” (line 3)
B. “harbor and city” (line 4)
C. “silent haunches” (line 5)
D. “moves on” (line 6)

3. Which of the following best describes the narrator’s opinion toward the fog?
A. reflective because the speaker analyzes the fog as it rolls over the city
B. anxious because the speaker cannot control the fog
C. excited because fog is an unusual sight for the speaker’s city
D. depressed because the fog has had a gloomy impact on the city

4. Which of the following statements best describes a theme in the poem?
A. There is always conflict between humans and nature.
B. Natural events will happen without human interference.
C. Nature’s control can be dangerous for humans.
D. Humans must learn to either tame nature or live with it.

5. Using examples from the text, describe the tone the author uses in this poem and
how he creates it.
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. In this poem, the author uses a familiar animal to describe a natural occurrence (fog). How
does this technique develop the poem’s vivid imagery?

2. What other examples from poetry or literature employ similar techniques of using human
or animal characteristics to describe non-living things?
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