
Robotics club is new to S.H.S.
this year. Math teacher, Mr. Alexis
Rivera started this club and hoped
it would give students the chance
to be a part of a club work effort. At
the end of March, the Robotics
club is going to UIC to compete
and hope to compete over the
summer in other events as well.
Junior Mitchell Petrosky claims,

“You get the opportunity to be
apart of a club/team that works like
a corporation.”
This club sets goals to achieve

and everyone has a job since it
takes much work to create a robot.
Students in this club also learn

to work and think like engineers.
These interactions help students
get an idea on if they want to
pursue this passion later in life and
maybe even take their skills they
learn from this club into the work
field.
Robotics brings in members

from the local community to
mentor and guide students. They
teach them valuable skills, such as

great communication and
leadership. The mentors speak
about themselves, give the
students knowledge on their
profession, and why they might
want to pursue that later in life.
It is a great way for students to

learn not only about the robotics
community, but the hard work and
dedication that goes into this field.
Having mentors gives members of
S.H.S. Robotics club an idea of
what students might have to do
later in life to make this passion
become a reality.
If you are thinking about joining

Robotics, then you will want to talk
to Mr. Rivera in room 310. Anyone
is welcome in the club, you will
right away receive a job and
become a member. It doesn't
matter if you join late, you will still
get the opportunity to work on the
robot with the group.
Robotics is a great new addition

to S.H.S. that will help kids learn
important skills. It is a great
experience for everyone and will
make a great impact on the school
and the community.
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Gearing Goldie up for gold
Lauren Gearing
News Reporter

Seniors Alex Commisso and Bryce Tessman work on the Goldie.
They are being helped by one of the adult mentors.

The Warrior
Word Preview

Page 2- Poms, girls' basketball, and boys' bas-
ketball

Page 3- Wrestling, bowling, and swim and dive
Page 4- Scholastic bowl, chess, and speech
Page 5- Farmapalooza, FFA week, and WYSE
Page 6- Jazz band, March madness, and prom
Page 7- Logan review, Pizza Ranch review,

and Shameless review
Page 8- AP testing and new classes

Page 9- Juniors hoping to play sports in col-
lege and college visits

Page 10- What seniors hope to achieve, schol-
arships, and how to be exempt from finals
Page 11- scholarship performers, students of

the month, and drawdown
Page 12- Top ten, guidelines, and hot/not

Standing ovation for Sister Act

The nuns in this year’s spring
musical “Sister Act” were able to take
you to heaven and give you that
Sunday morning fever you’ve been
craving.
Junior Abby Nitz starred as Deloris

Van Cartier, who took the audience
on an adventure when she witnessed
her boyfriend, a gangster named
Curtis, played by junior Bradley
McClendon, kill one of his grunts,
Eddie, played by senior Rayce Yohn.

This show was certain to make
you dance in you seats, with musical

numbers such as “Sunday Morning
Fever” and “Take Me to Heaven.”

Seniors in this show include
Kinsey Zacharski, Rachel Spencer,
Kelly Suarez, Brayden Rodriguez,
and Yohn. Some of them plan to
come back for the summer show The
Little Mermaid.
Nitz has been a part of the S.H.S.

Drama department her whole high
school career and has played many
lead roles. Nitz definitely rocked the
stage in this show.

Novice theatre members Yohn,
freshman Jaguer Heier and
McClendon also had great
performances for their first ever

S.H.S. production.
Rayce Yohn explains why he

decided to try out for the musical. “I
felt the need to do something with my
senior year, and it turned out to be
the most fun thing I’ve ever done.”
As some of the drama members

near the end of their careers,
Spencer says, “It’s bittersweet
because I have to say goodbye to all
the extremely talented cast members
that made a production like “Sister
Act” possible.”

“Sister Act” definitely got rave
reviews from the many parents and
friends that attended this classic
S.H.S. production.

Roscoe Eades Stadium will be getting
a facelift beginning April 1. The project is
scheduled to be finished by the start of
the 2017 football season.

The school board debated on how to

fix the crumbling stadium. Option one
consisted of knocking down the historic
stadium and putting up metal bleachers
and option two consisted of renovating
the cement stadium. The school board
confirmed in January that the stadium
would be renovated. This option was
both cheaper and more practical, as it

saved the football locker room,
concession stand and storage space.

A layer of brick will be placed around
the outside of the stadium that will match
the school. The new stadium will also
feature a new press box, and be up to
ADA standards, and the openings that
lead to multiple storage rooms on the
back of stadium will be closed to prevent
animals from gaining access to these
rooms as they have in the past.

Junior quarterback Trey Morse
comments, “The new stadium will be a
great addition to our facilities. I’m excited
to be a part of the first team to play at the
new and improved Roscoe Eades
stadium.”
Activities such as girls’ soccer games

and track meets will still take place at

Roscoe Eades this spring, however,
events will take place a little differently.

Principal Jason Austin explains, “We
have kept all the portable bleachers and
those will be utilized for the spring sports
season. The concession stand will also
move inside to the Fieldhouse lobby for
home events.”

Senior track athlete Reid Blackburn
comments, “It’s a little disappointing that
we won’t have access to the stadium
during our track season, but we’ll make it
work.”

The stadium originally built in 1938 is
truly historic as it is one of the only
cement stadiums that is still standing in
northern Illinois. This new upgrade will
make Sterling High School stand out
even more.

Andrew Spaulding
co-Editor-in-Chief

New and Improved
Roscoe Eades

Tanner Mackey
News Reporter



This season was extremely suc-
cessful for Sterling High School’s
poms team. The girls tried out for the
team in November, a couple weeks
before the season started. This was
Kirsten Filippi’s second season coach-
ing the team and she decided to
change it up this season, in hopes of
being more successful at competition.
Due to the changes made this sea-
son, the team qualified for state.

Captains this
season were cho-
sen by coach Fil-
ippi by application.
Seniors Kallie
Zuidema and
Kennedy Shank
were chosen be-
cause of their
strong leadership
skills, experience,
and positive atti-
tudes.
Amajor change

made this season was that, for the
first time ever, there was a perform-
ance team and a competition team.
The performance team still traveled to
competitions with the girls to support
them and came to every practice. This
could have been a factor that led them
to state because the competition team
was smaller, which made perfection of
the routine easier.
Another essential change was the

style of their dance. Our poms team
has always taken an upbeat, jazz or
poms routine to competition. At recent
competitions, the girls and coaches
have noticed that the heartfelt lyrical
routines had been doing better than
the poms routines. So this season the
captains choreographed a lyrical rou-
tine, which was another factor that

helped them make it to state.
The girls competed at the regional

competition and placed fourth. Their
second competition was sectionals
where they placed sixth, which quali-
fied the team for state. State was the
following weekend in Bloomington, Ill.
There were some really talented
teams there and the girls placed 26th
out of 30 teams. Their final place did-
n’t matter to them though because
they were just proud to be the first
S.H.S. poms team to make it to state.
Freshman Diana Dillon shared, “I

think the team made
it to state because
our team consisted
of many experi-
enced dancers, and
I think bringing a
lyrical routine to
competition really
exhibited our tech-
nique and dedica-
tion.”

Besides their
successful competi-
tions, the girls also

performed a hip hop dance, the
guy/girl dance, senior night, a couple
of regular home game dances and
hosted their annual kiddie camp. They
also fundraised at the Dillon Home by
giving tours during the Christmas
Walk in December.
Awards given this season were All-

Conference given to Zuidema, Shank,
and senior Pamela Villanueva. Honor-
able Mentions were given to juniors
Kassidy Kenney and Sonrisa Coron-
ado. Awards were chosen based on
dedication, attitude, and talent.
Overall, this season was success-

ful and set the bar high for next year.
The girls and Filippi left this season
feeling proud and accomplished.

The 2016-17 boys’ basketball team experi-
enced a whirlwind season, bringing home hard-
ware and breaking records.

This season was a history-making season for
the team as the team fin-
ished the regular season
with an overall record of 21-
8, becoming the sixth team
in S.H.S. history with 20
regular-season wins.

The Golden Warriors
had a challenging start to
their season as the partici-
pated in a tournament
where they faced top
ranked 4A teams. While this
tournament may not have
earned the team many
wins, it showed the team
they could play with the
toughest teams.

Later, the team marked
their 20th season win by de-
feating Yorkville High
School with a score of 59-30
and becoming NIB-12 West
conference champs after
having a three-way tie in
2016 with Ottawa and LaSalle-Peru. The team
finished senior night with a win against L-P by
more than 30 points for the second year in a row.

The team would close out the regular season
with a 62-48 win against Rochelle, completing
their season with more than 20 wins for the first

time since 2008. The Golden Warriors also ended
the regular season on a four-game winning
streak, and averaged about 62 points scored
throughout their games.
The team would end up winning against Meta-

mora in their first post-season game, 60-44 vic-
tory in their first hoops meet-up. After beating
Metamora, the team would go on to defeat Rich-

wood to win in the IHSA
3A Regional. The team
ended up falling short in
the IHSA 3A sectional
semifinals against
Washington down at
Bradley University.
Highlights of the sea-

son include the first 3A
regional championship
since 2012, becoming
the sixth team in S.H.S.
history with the most
regular season wins,
and having eight play-
ers score an average of
six plus points in each
game throughout the
season.

To end the season,
coach Ryan Vasquez
was named Coach of
the Year by Sauk Valley
Media after only two

years at the helm of boys' basketball and a one-
year stint as the head girls' basketball coach.
With more plaques to decorate the field house,

the Golden Warriors delivered a record and re-
markable season for the 2016-2017 basketball
year.

Submitted

Poms form "17" on senior night for the 2017 graduating seniors. It
was the last performance for the 2016-17 year.

Submitted

Boys' basketball won their first
regional since 2012.

Boys dunk their way into S.H.S. history

Kassidy Kenney
Copy Checker

Grace Kinnicutt
Design Editor

The girls’ basketball season was full
of ups and downs. They ended the sea-
son with a record of 6-24 that did not truly
reflect their talent.

The basketball team received their
first win against Newman in the Sauk Val-
ley Shootout. The next two wins came in
the Dixon tournament where the Golden
Warriors beat Freeport Aquin and New-
man and finished with a 2-2 record.

The players really fought on senior
night when they played conference op-
ponent LaSalle-Peru. The night was full
of emotion and combat, but the Golden
Warriors lost the battle 50-51.

The Golden Warriors found them-
selves in many close games throughout
the season but could not get the job
done. Some of those games included Ot-
tawa, Harlem, and Stillman Valley. These
were all less than ten point difference
games.

The biggest positive of the season
was ending the regular season with a
conference win. The Golden Warriors
beat rivals Rochelle 52-41 after losing to
them twice earlier in the season.
Sophomore Genea Garza is going to

miss the seniors next year. Garza said
that she enjoyed the kindness of the
upper-classmen.
The girls went into the post-season full

of confidence and beat Freeport 59-52.
Sadly their season came to an end when
they lost to Genoa Kingston 44-57.
Unfortunately, the Golden Warriors will

be losing six seniors, but the team is
hopeful for the future. Next year’s team
will have many returning players and in-
coming freshmen.

The S.H.S. cheerleaders had a
great end to their basketball season.
The girls had much fun this season
with learning new stunts and adding
new members to the team. The cheer-
leaders cheered at every home game
this season and cheered at the playoff
games in Peoria.
The competition team had a great

season as well. They ended their sea-
son performing their routine for the
high school in February. The girls did-
n't do as well as they wanted this sea-
son but will work hard to prepare for
next competition season.
The girls made many memories this

season from having a team sleepover
to learning new stunts.

Sophomore Lauren Gearing re-
members, “My favorite part of the sea-
son was spending time with my friends
and getting to bond with them more.”

Grace Bauer and Avery Edwards
were the only seniors this season and
will be missed tremendously. Bauer’s
favorite part of the season was “Being
with a group of girls that are always so
fun and loving.”
In the end, this season was fun for

everyone and great memories were
made. Next to come for the cheer-
leaders is football season tryouts for
the incoming freshmen, sophomores,
and juniors. The dates have been yet
to be announced.

"Shooting" for future success
Gretchen Gould
News Reporter

Cheerleaders strengthen their spirit
Maddie Adams
News Reporter

Submitted

Senior Cheyenne Harrington
moves the ball down court.

Poms sashay
their way to state

Junior Kassidy Kenney

"Their final place didn’t
matter to them though
because they were
just proud to be the
first S.H.S. poms team
to make it to state."
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The Golden Warriors started of the
season with a whistle and hip toss and
a pin, defeating United Township.
There where many incoming fresh-

man with wrestling in their blood, and
many seniors with wrestling in their
hearts. Seniors taught freshmen that
losing is a part of
life and that’s what
makes wrestling
so great. You get
stuck in some sit-
uations and can’t
escape, but you
will always con-
tinue to try.

The Golden
Warriors focused
on the Dixon
Duals, defeating
G a l e s b u r g ,
Knoxville, and
Sandwich in one day. That’s when
many wrestlers started to climb up in
rankings and reaching the top. During
senior Isaac Figueroa defeated the
number one-ranked wrestler in the
state from Washington in the first pe-
riod, Figueroa later on was ranked
number one for the rest of the season.
Junior Turner Garcia battled the en-

tire season and ended up being ranked
toward the end of the season.
Figueroa and Garcia sadly ended

their season, both placing 5th at sec-
tionals. The two wrestlers had an
amazing season, and the coaches
couldn’t ask for any more effort.
As the wrestling season came to an

end, many high school athletic careers
also ended for seniors.

Senior Andrew Rodriguez’s last

match was at sectionals, placing 5th.
After he later on describes wrestling as
“a way of life. Wrestling has taught me
how to control myself. Wrestling has
also taught me to be determined and
fight for what you want. Wrestling has
taught me that you will make new
friends along the way and sometimes

those friends will
also be your best
friends for life.
Wrestling isn’t easy
but I’ve made it
through a chunk of
my life so far.
Wrestling has pre-
pared me for what
is ahead in life.”

With many
wrestlers ranked,
only one advanced
to state. Senior
Elias Edmondson

went to Champaign with his coaches,
where he ended up winning one match
and losing his last two. Edmondson
ended his last wrestling match against
Major Dedmond from Freeport, Ded-
mond ended up placing third at the
IHSA state contest.
As an individual state qualifier, much

pressure was put on Edmondson but
Coach Jeff Gale said he handled it well
and wrestled to the best of abilities.

As the team did not advance to
team sectionals, Gale exclaimed,
“Going 14-7 with an extremely tough
schedule was amazing. We finished
the season ranked 17th in state.”
Gale is proud of each and every one

of the wrestlers this season and is
preparing for next year’s Golden War-
rior wrestlers.

The 2016 – 2017 bowling season
has come to a close. While it might
seem that bowling is just throwing a
ball down lanes, it requires more than
that
Senior Jamie Riley says, “Bowling

takes a lot of concentration on your
mark, not just knocking down pins.”
The bowling team has a number of

traditions including how they begin
practices, where they start with
speeches from the team’s captains
who are, junior Rhiannon Filippi and
senior Hannah Stout. This year the
coaches are Loren Wolf and TJ Paone.
Riley says, “The most difficult part

of the sport is probably when you throw
your ball on target, and then your ball
still catches or doesn't catch on
enough oil to make it hit the pocket.
Sometimes hitting the exact target on
the line can be hard to continue doing

through the entire game.”
This year’s banquet was held at the

Rock Falls Candlelight.
With a team of sixteen girls, there

are many goals to achieve and friends
to make. The Bob Barber MVP award
was presented to Sophomore Kyleigh
Glazier and the Dennis Black Best
Newcomer award was given to Fresh-
man Zoey Paone. Senior Jasmynne
Brinkmeier won the Best Newcomer
award with 39.8 pins. Glazier also won
High Average, High Varsity Series,
High Varsity GameAwards, with Fresh-
manAllisyn Reiger taking the JV series
award and junior Rhiannon Filippi
earning the High Game Award. Aca-
demic All-Conference honors were
earned by Filippi and Honorable men-
tion All-Conference awards were pre-
sented to Riley, Senior Hannah Stout
and Junior Bryn Gatz. The team hopes
to attract new talent for another suc-
cessful year next year.

Submitted

Senior Elias Edmonson celebrates after winning the match at Section-
als. Edmonson was a state qualifier and went 1-2 at state.

Striking out the Competition

Jacob Gebhardt
News Reporter

This year’s swim team was made up of mainly
underclassmen but that did not stop them from
having an successful season. The season
started out with a dual meet at Morrison High
School, the team won by a landslide 123-40.
The first invite the team participated in was the
Freeport Invite. At the, meet the team placed
the best they ever have, second.
From the first meet Junior Zach Wade could
tell it was going to be a good season, when
asked about how his season went he said, “At
the end of the season i set some impressive
personal records in my events and I'm getting
closer and closer to achieving some of my goals
that I'm holding myself to.”
After these two meets, the season was in full
swing. The team started to have meets every
weekend, competing against some of the
state’s best.
The next weekend the Warriors participated in
Lopin Relays, where there were a variety of dif-
ferent relays that are not in most meets like the
400 individual medley relay where two people
swim a 200 I.M. This was a great experience for
the team to have a little different meet, the team
ended up finishing fourth at the meet.
The rest of the season was followed by many

more meets where the team continued to place
high and prove that Sterling is a force to be
recon with. Next came the post-season, it was
what the team had been looking forward to all
year: taper. The best part about swim season,
besides the team dinners is taper. Once taper
hits, you know it is time to swim your fastest
times. The team proved that their taper had
worked. At both conference meets the junior
varsity team won and the varsity team placed
second.
This season was much different than any sea-
son before for standout swimmer freshman
Jack Wike, he said “I was able to connect more
in an environment of all boys my age… I felt like
I had more of a responsibility to win and score
points for my team.”
At sectionals, the team had a great meet full of
many new personal best for the season. Unfor-
tunately, no one qualified for the state meet
though. The team finished fifth at the meet.
A big loss to the team next year will be two
time captain senior Turner Morse, being captain
meant a lot to him he said, “It meant a lot to me
because there were a lot of people deserving of
captainship. The coaches thought that the hard
work and effort that I put in helped the team.”
Overall the swim team had a great season and
will be even stronger next year.

Swimming success

Wrestling their
way to the top
Erin Long
News Reporter
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“Going 14-7 with an
extremely tough

schedule was amaz-
ing. We finished the
season ranked 17th

in state.”
Coach Jeffrey Gale

Alex Lyman
News Reporter



As the scholastic bowl season
comes to an end, it is time to
reflect on their great season.
They participated in several
tournaments and matches
against schools from all over
the conference.
The team started the season

with new uniforms, blue quarter
zips with yellow-writing-an
upgrade from the neglected
ones from the year before. They
also started with many new
members, including freshman
Jonas Hicks, Dylan Delhotel
and juniors Bryn Gatz and Jego
Licudine, accompanied by
returning members such as
sophomores Carter Kenney and
Luke Steinke, juniors Charles
Lehman, Lama Zaioor and
Logan Rocha, and seniors
Andrew Valentino and Logan
Montino.

Returning member Zaioor
said that her favorite part of
Scholastic bowl is “going out to
eat, we all sit and talk and it is a
great team bonding
experience.”

Sterling hosted the
conference tournament before
attending the Huskie Bowl at

NIU and the Masonic Bowl at
Boylan Catholic in Rockford.
The team ended their season at
Newman for IHSA class.
regionals where they sadly did
not advance far enough to
continue on.

Ms. Coon has been the
advisor for two years now.
When asked about her favorite
part of being the coach she
responded, “My favorite part of
being a scholastic bowl coach is

seeing my team get so excited
to get an answer right. All of my
players are so knowledgeable
and talented, and it is fun to
watch them shine!”

The team ended fifth in
conference, varsity winning 14
matches and losing 15 and JV
not far behind with 10 wins and
17 losses. The team had an
exciting season and is already
studying for next year.

Waking up at five in the

morning to do something most

people would rather die than do

sounds pretty crazy, right? Well,

that’s what the members of the

speech team did every weekend

except one from November to

February, and they did it quite

well, as the team placed in six

different regular season meets.

In post season, the team won

IHSA regionals hosted at

Sterling, with five regional

champions and thirteen out of

fifteen events moving on to

sectionals at Geneseo. At the

IHSA sectionals, the team

received fourth place with ten

events placing and four events

moving on to the IHSA state

meet in Peoria. These lucky

competitors were junior Abby

Nitz and senior Kinsey

Zacharski in Dramatic Duet

Acting, freshmen Dillon Nitz in

Extemporaneous Speaking, and

senior Abby Gunderson in both

Oratorical Declamation and

Original Comedy.

Zacharski has been in speech

throughout her entire high

school career, and she reflects

on the experience, saying, “My

passion for speech helped me

realize the need for self-

confidence in what you say and

do. I wrote my speeches so I

had to learn to perform in every

round like I was going to win with

ease (even though that wasn't

always true). Finally, I fell in love

with speech which allowed me to

quickly form competitive-fueled

goals.”

While

the team will be losing

seniors Gunderson,

Rachel Spencer,

and Zacharski,

those remaining cannot wait

for next season to put on their

suits, perform a new piece, and

wake up at five in the morning all

over again. Okay, maybe not so

much that last part.
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Speech members debates their way to place at sectionals
Maya Reter
News Reporter

Top: Sterling High School Speech team is ex-
cited to show off their first place regional plaque.
Bottom: Senior Kinsey Zacharaski and Junior
Abby Nitz journey prep before one of their meets
where they had preformed their dramatic duet.
The duet took them to state later in the season.

Sterling High School Scholastic Bowl Members travel to
Yorkville for their first meet of the season.

Stupendous scholastic students
Bryn Gatz
Photo Editor

Maddie Gasso
News Reporter

The S.H.S. Chess Team had yet
another successful season over the
course of the 2016-17 school year. The
team took home hardware in 2
tournaments this season finishing 3rd
at the Sterling Invitational tournament
and 2nd at the conference tournament.
The J.V. team finished in 1st place at
the conference tournament.
For the sixth consecutive season the

Golden Warrior chess team was state
bound. After the first day at the state
tournament, the team was on top of the
2A division for the state championship
and finished fourth overall.

Sterling coach of seven years, Joel
Penne, shares that some of his
proudest moments from the season
included seeing the young team
improve and win trophies at two
tournaments, having the high school
team teach the middle school players
once every week in the library, and
tripping Mr. Gottemoller in the annual
soccer game.

Penne shares, “My favorite memory
from the season was from the
conference tournament. Going into the
last round the team was in fifth place
out of sixteen teams and trophies are
only awarded to the top three. Sterling
defeated Stillman Valley in the last
round and earned enough tiebreak
points to jump over three teams and
finish second in the conference. Our
victory dinner was spent at Portillo's. It
was a great day!”

The S.H.S. Chess Team will have 7
out of 8 returning varsity players to
improve and compete next year and a
strong group of 8th grade students
making their way to S.H.S.

Chess moves the
pieces to state



WYSE is a team here at S.H.S.
that stands for Worldwide Youth in
Science and Engineering. The stu-
dents in WYSE attend competitions
against other schools in which each
student takes two 40-minute tests.
The tests are in areas such as, biol-
ogy, math, com-
puter science,
chemistry, Eng-
lish, physics and
engineering (our
team does not
compete in
physics or engi-
neering).

To join WYSE,
you must take a
practice test in
the subject you
would like to
compete in or were nominated for.
The students that scored the highest
in each subject are chosen to be on
the team.

Math teacher Mr. Mike Gotte-
moller is the adviser and there are
14 students including seniors, jun-
iors, one sophomore and one fresh-
man.

Mr. Gottemoller says, “I enjoy
spending time with the WYSE team
and getting to know them in a con-
text outside of school.”

The first competition WYSE at-
tended this year was at Rock Valley
College on February 3. S.H.S. is the
only team in the division at this com-
petition, so the team automatically
advances to sectionals. Since the

team competed amongst them-
selves, almost all of the members
received medals.

Sectionals were held at Northern
Illinois University in DeKalb on
March 2. At this competition there
were six teams in the team’s divi-
sion. The team went to Portillo’s dur-

ing the lunch
break and enjoyed
hearing Mr. Gotte-
moller’s pinball
story.

Junior Lama
Zaioor was the
only member out
of fourteen to ad-
vance to state in
biology and Eng-
lish. She received
first place in biol-
ogy with a score of

35 and scored 65 in English.
Zaioor shared, “I enjoy just being

able to participate in a big academic
event that doesn't necessarily have
to do with school. Everybody on the
team is hilarious, so that makes the
bus rides and wandering the cam-
pus of whatever college we are test-
ing at super fun.”

Mr. Gottemoller shares, “My fa-
vorite memory -so far- is Lama's 1st
and 2nd place finishes at the sec-
tional. Hopefully, my favorite mem-
ory will be her winning a medal at
the state competition.”

She will go to state on April 20 in
Champaign.

FFA had fun during February 21 –
24 by holding games for everyone at
Sterling High School. They decided to
have a game week to promote Sterling
High School’s FFA Club during Na-
tional FFAWeek.

Elise Baker, FFA’s advisor, explains
that, “FFA week is a national celebra-
tion of everything FFA. The goal of the
week is to inform individuals not only
about agriculture, but the opportunities
that FFA holds for them”.

On Tuesday, February 21, every
student had an opportunity to guess
how many corn kernels were in a jar.
The jar contained 3080 corn kernels
and the winner, sophomore Emily
Meltzer, was only 62 off.

On Wednesday, the participants got
the chance to milk Bessie, the (fake)
cow. The participants had to see how

much they could milk in one minute.
The winner, sophomore Connor Bland,
milked four quarts in one minute.

How fast can you shell three dry
corncobs? On Thursday, the FFA
group held a shelling contest to see
who could shell three corncobs the
fastest. Shelling corncobs is removing
the kernels from the cobs. The winner,
sophomore John Rahn, shelled all
three corncobs in 5.44 seconds.

What do you know about corn? Dur-
ing lunch on Friday, the FFA kids put
popcorn and corn facts on the tables.
Also, it was hat day and for the FFA
students, they could earn points for
wearing one. The FFA members have
a point chart and have to earn points
for a grade.

FFA did their job of spreading the
word and providing fun for the stu-
dents at Sterling High School. It was a
fun week and the students got to learn
new facts.

Maya Reter

Northern Illinois University in DeKalb is the location of the WYSE
Competition.

Farming fanatics

Olivia McCue
News Reporter

Farmapalooza is taking
place on March 31 from 9:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. In case of
rain, the rescheduled date is
April 7. The event is hosted by
the FFA members. The FFA
advisers are Mrs. Smith and
Ms. Baker. This is the second
year of Farmapalooza.
It is going to be held on the

practice soccer field behind
the softball diamond. FFA
members are hosting this
event to educate students and
other people in our commu-
nity about agriculture.

Sophomore Brooke Linton
stated, “This is my first year
being on the committee for
this event. We will be having
a petting zoo, petal tractor
pulls, a Milk Bessie milking
contest, and an apple or-
chard. You will be able to cre-
ate an ear tag and a
greenhouse in a bag.” Ani-
mals you can expect are bun-
nies, chicks, cow, calf, goat,
dogs, and a horse.
So if you are interested in

learning about agriculture or
simply just want to want to go
pet some cute animals, head
to Farmapalooza!

Let's have a cow

The Warriors
of WYSE
Lilah Lopez
Copy Checker
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“I enjoy just being
able to participate in
a big academic

event that doesn't
necessarily have to
do with school."

Junior Lama Zaioor

Samantha Valdez
News Reporter



This year’s prom will start off just
like any other: premier at the high
school, where we can show off our
formal wear to family and friends. But
then it gets a little different than any
other prom Sterling High School has
had in many years. The students will
be bussed to
Brandywine in
Dixon to eat din-
ner together.
There will be a
buffet including
pasta, chicken,
beef, pork, veg-
etables, potatoes
and more! The
dinner will be up-
stairs followed by
the dance down-
stairs. There will
also be a dessert
buffet with cookies, cupcakes, and
fruit downstairs.
The DJ playing at prom and post-

prom was suggested by players from
the basketball team from a tourna-
ment where the team played.
“I cannot wait to dance with Max

Goss, and eat chicken strips from the
buffet,” senior Adrian Diaz says.
This year there will also be the first

post-prom Sterling High School has
had since 2013. This will take place
at the high school in the field house.
Students will be bussed back around
11 PM. At post-prom there will be
multiple inflatables and other games.
Senior Grace Bauer exclaims, “I

am most excited for post prom be-
cause it will be fun and different than

any prom I have been to!”
There will also be “funny money”

that you get by winning card games
or taking part in a picture scavenger
hunt. You can then exchange the
“funny money” for tickets. With the
tickets you can enter yourself into
drawings for a wide variety of prizes.

The picture
scavenger hunt is
an option for
someone that
does not want to
be on the inflata-
bles or play card
games. There will
be list of activities
or people that you
just simply take a
picture with. For
example, one of
the items on the

list is taking a picture with a chaper-
one dabbing.
Throughout the night there will be

pizza, Chicken George and other
foods along with candy to snack on
whenever someone is hungry.
Then, to end the night there will be

a hypnotist from Chicago who was
awarded hypnotist of the year by the
Mid-America Hypnosis Convention in
2005 that will hypnotize students who
are willing to do so.

Prom is something that juniors
and seniors will always remember.
Find a date or a group of friends,
dress your best, and go to the prom.
Tickets will be on sale beginningApril
11 for $45 during lunch and after
school. A Black Tie Affair, so be there
or be square.

Jared Saathoff
News Reporter
March Madness is a widely-known

tournament that decides the champion of
college basketball. It is one of the most
watched events in America and millions of
brackets are made each year. It is de-
signed so that the most unlikeliest of
teams can succeed, which is the main
reason why it is so exciting.

Upsets are one of the most exciting
parts of March Madness. Sometimes cer-
tain upsets are more common than others.
The 12th seed has beaten the 5th seed 46
times, and the 11th seed has beaten the
6th seed 46 times. These seeds are usu-
ally the safest bet for an upset, so picking
one or two of them should pay off.
The Duke Blue Devils are arguably the

most successful college basketball team
in recent history. Duke has won five cham-
pionships in the past 30 years, more than
any other team. Of course, other teams
have won more championships than
Duke, but they were a long time ago so
they shouldn't count.

Other impressive teams include: Wis-

consin, Kentucky, Kansas, and Louisville.
These teams are some of the most con-
sistent teams in college basketball and
they also happen to be very popular in Illi-
nois. Mostly because every team in Illinois
has been lackluster for a long time—with a
few exceptions.
In contrast to Duke being the most suc-

cessful March Madness team, Michigan
State would have to be the most disap-
pointing. Michigan State has come up
short numerous times in recent years, with
many Final Four and Elite 8 losses. They
also lost to Middle Tennessee State in the
first round last tournament, which ruined
my bracket and many others last year.
Despite which team you are rooting for

this tournament, March Madness should
be an exciting and fun time for every col-
lege basketball fan. I hope your team does
well this year, unless they happen to be
North Carolina or face Duke. But seri-
ously, March Madness is a unifying force
for all basketball fans where we can come
together and talk about the game we love.

Persona Studio

Reid Blackburn, Ryan Blackburn, and Zachery Springman dress in a
vest and tie for last year's prom. The theme was Moonlit Voyage.

A year for the underdogs

Camryn Delgado
News Reporter
This year, band director Mr. Mike McCoy de-
cided to start jazz band as a fun and unique
way to get band students excited about jazz.
There are twenty-seven students involved in
jazz band, and they all like to play with a jazzy,
upbeat rhythm and tone. It’s different from the
regular band music they always play, and they
wanted to experience something with a twist
in music.
There isn’t a set requirement to get involved
with jazz band, so you can either volunteer, or
Mr. McCoy will ask you to join. Why not get in-
volved and try something knew for a change?
Jazz band is a fun experience of playing
songs you’re not used to, getting a feel for
jazzy, fast paced rhythms, and having fun
while doing it.
The jazz band performed at the concert

Thursday, March 9, along with band and choir.
From the positive response of the concert, it is
likely that Mr. McCoy will do jazz band next
year.

Trumpets:
Gabe Ziegler
Emily Marruffo
Xena Trujillo

Mallory Newberry
Trombones:
Akira Tanton
Paul Marruffo
Nathaniel Stout
Donavan Pankey
Luke Steinke
Saxophones:
Jessica Rahn
Tanner Mackey
Sarah Page
Jeremy Pierce
Aiden Buntjer
Roman Alvarado
Woodwinds:
Sam Castillo
Katelyn Smoot
Rachel Spencer
Rhythm Section
Emma Boze - Piano
Bradley McClendon – Bass Guitar
Ryan McPherson - Drumset
Dev Bhatt - Bongos
Michael Bonnell – Aux. Percussion
Ebon Kendrick – Aux. Percussion
Mason Mobarek – Aux. Percussion
Michael Sotelo – Aux. Percussion

Getting down with the blues

Breathtaking
black tie affair
Sydnie Garriott
News Reporter
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“I cannot wait to
dance with Max
Goss, and eat
chicken strips
from the buffet."
Senior Adrian Diaz



On February 13, Pizza Ranch made
its long awaited opening to the general
public. The restaurant, which is located
where Ryan’s Family Steakhouse
once was, first opened on February 1
for local fundraisers. The building was
leased from local businessman Pete
Harkness, and bought by Mike & Matt
Middendorp from Clinton, Iowa. Pizza
Ranch restaurants are also located in
Clinton and Bettendorf, Iowa.
Pizza Ranch is known for its pizza

and chicken buffets, as well as its
salad bar. The restaurant also strives
to have a family-friendly environment
by not serving alcohol. Entertainment

is also provided, as there is an arcade
room filled with a wide variety of fun
games.
Senior Edgar Rodriguez shares, “I

enjoyed my time at Pizza Ranch
mainly because of the different types
of food I could choose from, as well as
the arcade.”

The opening of the new restaurant
has definitely been a success, as
Pizza Ranch saw great numbers
throughout the first weeks. The town of
Sterling has also seen benefits, as it is
attracting people from different towns,
which leads to people touring and
bringing more revenue to Sterling. To
go along with that, Pizza Ranch has
opened up lots of jobs, also helping
our town’s economy.
Junior Miguel Gallardo says, “Work-

ing at Pizza Ranch has been fun. I like
the environment and interacting with
our community.”
If you haven’t already visited Pizza

Ranch, make sure to stop by for a
great meal and lots of entertainment.

Ever seen that “Lip Gallagher” guy that all
the girls on social media are talking about?
He is a character on a show called “Shame-
less” on Showtime.
“Shameless” is an American comedy fea-

turing a dysfunctional family, the Gallaghers.
“Shameless” was originally a show that aired
in the United Kingdom, but has had a remake
in the United States.
The eldest daughter, Fiona, raises the

poor, yet sufficient family, doing her best to
juggle jobs, pay bills, have her own life, and
raise her five siblings.

As you may have inferred, Frank and
Monica, the deadbeat parents, only come
around when they need something.

The family is faced with the everyday bur-
den of trying to cope with their messed up
family. Whether it’s dropping out of school to
raise the siblings, or participating in illegal ac-
tivities to raise money for the bills, the Gal-
laghers will do anything just to get by.
“Shameless” brings light to many social is-

sues, such as the gay community and living
in poverty. This shows what real life is like for
some people and how hard they work just to
get by.

The major actors in “Shameless” are
William H. Macy, Emmy Rossum, Ethan
Cutkosky and Steve Howey.

You are able to watch Shameless on
many different apps such as Hulu and Net-
flix. I highly recommend this show to anyone
who is mature enough to handle some of the
situations that arise.

It is not often that an actor can say
goodbye to a major superhero role on his
own terms; they usually get killed off or the
franchise gets a reboot with a different
actor. But in Hugh Jackman’s situation, he
was able to hang up the infamous adaman-
tium claws in style in one of the biggest
films of 2017 and in the superhero genre.
“Logan” was released on March 3, mak-

ing $237.8 million revenue in the opening
weekend. The film was Wolverine’s first R-
rated movie and had plenty of gore, justify-
ing Wolverine’s savageness on the big
screen.
The main plot line of the story is about a

worn-out, beat-up Wolverine in the year
2029 that is having problems with his mu-
tant powers. It is then that he comes across
a mutant girl named Laura that is very
much like him in more ways than Logan
can accept. They embark on a journey that

Logan was tasked with and is forced to
travel along side Laura and Professor
Xavier, but at the same time are being
hunted down. The main villain of the film is
Zander Rice, the head of the Transigen
project and the Reavers, which is lead by
Donald Pierce.
Hugh Jackman first appeared on the big

screen as Wolverine back in 2000 in “X-
Men” and has been playing the same role
of Wolverine in every film since. For the
past 17 years, Jackman was able to por-
tray the comic book character and change
the super-hero movie genre at the same
time. He has become one of the most
iconic characters and has left behind some
pretty big shoes to fill for the next actor that
wishes to take on the role of Wolverine.
The movie is highly recommended due

to the high reviews it has been given. Rot-
ten Tomato, a website that averages out all
the reviews of major critics, averaged out
at a 92%, satisfying the audience with a
stellar performance.

Pizza Ranch

Pizza Ranch is located in the old Ryan's building next to Applebee's.

Saying good-
bye to Jackman
Jose Barrientos
News Reporter

For the past few weeks, everyone has
been talking about Main Squeeze. Main
Squeeze is a juice bar that was recently
opened by Veronica Machnicki. The juice
bar is located at 2501 E. Lincolnway.
After tasting one of the smoothies and
experiencing the customer service, I now
understand all of the talk.
Most of the smoothies and juices are

all organic and there are many different
healthy options to pick from. The drink I
picked was the “Jazzy- J.” It features
fruits such as raspberries and strawber-
ries and other tasty fruits. I would recom-
mend this drink if you are in need for a

refreshing beverage.
The prices vary based on the size of

the drink you buy. The smallest size is a
12 oz drink at the price of five dollars. The
next size is 16 oz, followed by 20 oz.
Something that stood out was the list

of how different fruits can help your body
in different ways. There was a list by the
door of certain symptoms and how the
fruits can help cure them, such as water-
melon and strawberries help with
headaches and cold and flu symptoms.
This allows you to pick your drink based
off of how you were feeling that day.
I would recommend Main Squeeze if

you are in the mood for a refreshing,
tasty drink. It is a new tasty way to get
your daily dose of vegetables and fruits.

Fruit juice or
super juice?
Maddy Anderson
News Reporter

Shamelessly watch-
ing Shameless
Addison Mills
News Reporter

Roaming to the Ranch. Yeehaw!
Tony Diaz
co-Editor-in-Chief
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"Logan" is Actor Hugh Jackman's last movie as Wolverine. "Logan"
came out in theaters March 3.



It’s time to start
thinking about every-
one’s favorite tests
again. Preparation
for AP Exams is now
in full swing.
For those who do

not know, AP exams
are the all-important
tests for which your
AP classes have
been preparing you.
They are the test to
see if you deserve to
gain college credit
for all of the hard

work you have put
in.

College credit is
now easier than ever
to attain. As of last
year, all Illinois col-
leges must accept a
three or better for
college credit.

These tests allow

you to gain the same
college credit as a
$200-300 class! This
should be incentive
enough to sit
through the three-
hour tests.

Senior Andrew
Spaulding states, “I
have only passed
one exam, but hey,
who cares? College
credit is college
credit.”

Worried that you
won’t score high
enough to gain this
credit? Most teach-

ers offer helpful
review classes dur-
ing eighth hour, in
order to better pre-
pare you for the test.

Also, there are
many helpful review
manuals and apps
for your phone that
greatly improve your

chances of gaining
college credit.

So why not pre-
pare for these tests?
A little studying could
equal exemption
from a college
course.

As S.H.S. students planned their
schedules for next year, several class-
es may have seemed unfamiliar. Six
new classes have been brought to the
school that all contain great opportuni-
ties. The classes are Agronomy,
Veterinary Technology, Environmental
Science, AP Economics, AP Physics,
and AP music theory.

Agronomy is a year-long class for
grades 10-12. This particular agricul-
tural class focuses on the soil, plant
growth, and crop production. This
class would be well-suited for anyone
who thinks the particular knowledge of
agronomy would be necessary for
their future jobs, lifestyle, or suits
someone’s interests. Throughout the
year, a student will learn a variety of
communication, leadership, organiza-
tion, and safety skills. A few of the
major units will include the scientific
method, cellular biology, genetics, soil
fertility, crop production methods, and
plant classifications. Thirteen students
have requested and plan to be in this
class next fall with Ag teacher Miss
Baker.

Veterinary technology is another
agricultural-based class taught by
Baker that is year-long and for grades
10-12. This course will focus more on
the animal industry. People who would
benefit from this class would be peo-
ple who see themselves going into a
job, such as a veterinarian, veterinary
lab technicians, animal nutrition, or
just have a love/interest for animals.
Like Agronomy, throughout the year a
student will become more responsi-
ble, a stronger leader and communi-
cator, and will learn basics of financial
management. The course will definite-
ly focus on improving computer and
workplace skills. Major units include
animal anatomy, physiology, ethics,
and health. Thirty-five students have
chosen this class to take next year.

Baker will also be teaching a year-
long environmental science class for
grades 10-12. This class will enlighten
the students of the relationship
between agriculture and the environ-
ment. Major focuses will be on the
types of ecosystems, management of
waste, soil conservations, land uses,
and water and air quality. By the end
of the course, students will hopefully
learn to be conscious of the environ-
ment and conserving the resources
within it. This class will benefit those

looking to move forward as environ-
mental technicians, soil and water
conservationists, or monitoring field
technicians. Like Vet Tech, the course
has a goal to improve the computer
and workplace skills of students. As of
now, forty-three students will be
enrolled in this class after this year.

AP Economics will be coming to
the school next year to provide stu-
dents with an introductory into basic
economic principles. Major units will
be the foundations of economics,
markets to microeconomics, personal
finance, macroeconomics, and global-

ization and international trade. This
course will help a student learn reali-
ties of everyday life like checking and
saving, investing, and budgeting. The
course is through GradPoint and Mr.
Hartz will be the supervisor for help
and questions. Reminder that this
course is AP and will give students the
opportunity to take a test after the
class and earn college credit. Twenty-
three students have requested to try
out the new class.

AP Physics will be taught by Mrs.
Gatz. This class will be primarily for
seniors as there is a limit of people

who can be in it. So far, thirty people
have signed up. Like AP Economics,
students will have the opportunity to
receive college credit. Students will
learn basic motions of the universe
and describe them with equations.
This class requires the knowledge of
Algebra II.

AP Music Theory is a great oppor-
tunity for students with a passion for
the arts. Orchestra teacher Erik Oberg
will be the teacher of this year-long
class. This class will be great for stu-
dents who want to follow the path of a
musician. One in this class will need

to be able to read music, play an
instrument, or sing. Throughout this
course, aural and notational skills will
become stronger as well as the stu-
dents’ fluency and dictation. Fourteen
students plan on taking this course to
help them develop into a stronger
musician.
These six new classes give S.H.S.

new opportunities and a wider variety
to satisfy the interests of students.
The students and staff are excited to
experience these new classes next
year.

New and Improved

Can't beat that college credit
“I have only
passed one exam,
but hey, who
cares? College
credit is college
credit.”

Senior Andrew
Spaulding

Sam Valdez

memesuper.com

AP testing is held the first two weeks of May. Without AP
testing some people will never know their potential.

New classes at S.H.S. means new options for students to grow. One of the new upcoming classes will be AP music theory
which will be taught by Mr. Erik Oberg who also teaches high school orchestra and middle school symphonic band.

Katelyn Grell
News Reporter

Gage Anderson
Copy Checker
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Come junior and senior
year, it is time to start
making decisions about
college. There are many
schools to choose from
and it can be difficult to
choose one. College visits
are very important when
you are choosing the right
college for you. If you are
unsure about how to plan
a college visit, here’s how.

Almost any college
website you look over will
have a section solely
based on college visits.
You can even look up
“visit university of…” and
it could lead you to that
exact section. On most
websites you can even

see pictures of the cam-
pus and get feedback
from current students
about the campus.

There are a few differ-
ent types of visits depend-
ing on the
college. For
some, there
may be spe-
cial group
visits that
consist of
more people
per group.
Some cam-
puses may
offer a self-guided tour or
you can make plans to
visit with your family and
have a student guide you
around the campus.

Senior Jonathan Abele
states, “It helped a lot to

see the campus and pro-
grams they have to offer.
You also got to experi-
ence the student atmos-
phere at that college
also.”

Junior
Zoe Ward
said, “The
b i g g e s t
thing I got
was the
feeling on
the cam-
pus, I felt
that I could
see myself

going there” after her visit
to Clarke University.

College visits are a
great way to look at the
campus, but they are also
informational and give
you a chance to see what

that college offers. After a
couple different visits you
should be able to know
what you prefer in a col-
lege and a campus.

Counselor Kaileen
Gaumer says, “You
shouldn’t listen to others
about a school, it takes a
few visits to figure out if
you feel comfortable at
that school. You have to
figure out if you would call

the school your ‘home’
and if you are able to do
that then you are probably
making the right choice.”

If you are undecided or
just want to go on a visit,
following these steps will
send you in the right
direction.

As the school year
comes to an end many
juniors who want to play
college sports need to
start their search, if they
have not yet already
done so.

The first step to take
is to register with the
NCAA clearinghouse,
you are not able to play
college sports if you are
not registered.

The next step to take
is emailing as many
coaches as possible.
Emailing coaches
shows the coaches that
you are interested in
their programs and will
put you on their radar.
Also, for every school
you email you should
find the recruiting ques-
tionnaire on the school’s
website for your sport.
By doing this, your infor-
mation will be put into
their computers.

To better your
chances of being
recruited by more
schools, you must make
sure you reply to every
coach. If you sit back
and only wait for
Division One coaches to
email you back your
chances of being
recruited will be slim,

because in reality there
is less than a three per-
cent chance of playing a
Division One sport for
almost every sport.

If you are not interest-
ed in emailing coaches,
another option for get-
ting your name out there

is National Colligate
Scouting Assosiation.
NCSA is a recruiting
website that many ath-
letes use to help get
their names out. On
NCSA it allows you to
have a personal profile
where you can put your

film, personal stats, and
awards. Although NCSA
is an option, I have per-
sonally heard that
coaches prefer to be
sent emails from the
athlete themselves
rather than from NCSA.

Overall both NCSA

and email coaches are
the two best ways to get
your name out to coach-
es. If you do not reach
out to coaches the odds
of you being recruited
are slim.

Juniors, are you on track?

It is time to start searching

"It helped a lot
to see the cam-
pus and pro-
grams they
have to offer."
Senior
Jonathan Abele

Kassidy Kenney

Submitted

Counselors are taking students to visit Augustana in April.

Junior Jacob Gebhardt emails various college coaches. Gebhardt plans on running track and cross country in college.

Jacob Gebhardt
Photo Editor

Tobi Garcia
co-Editor-in-Chief
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If you are a senior and wonder-
ing how you could possibly get
out of finals, listen up! In order to
be exempt from finals it is re-
quired to have a 95% attendance
rate, which adds up to eight days.
The other nec-
essary require-
ments are all
As, Bs, and Cs.
Also, you can-
not have any
sort of disci-
pline meaning
no referrals or
not served de-
tention hours.
We are very
lucky here at
S.H.S. to be granted this possibil-
ity; it all was put into place several
years ago when our administra-
tors tried to find incentives for stu-
dents to meet their goals for
grades, attendance, and behav-
ior.

It is upsetting for juniors, soph-
omores, and freshmen that are
not given this opportunity until
senior year, but it is that way for a
reason. The reason being is that
it gives other students a great
deal of practice with exams,
which is an important aspect in
preparation for college. It also
gives an enormous break to the
seniors that have to take abound-

ing amounts of AP exams in May.
Being exempt from finals also
gives students something more to
look forward to at the peak of their
years at Sterling High School.

Unfortunately, this incentive
has given our administrators a

headache be-
cause of pushy
parents and stu-
dents who try to
bend the rules.
There also have
been instances
where students
have lied about
absences saying
they were gone
for something
they were not. It

gets to a point where the admin-
istrators do not even want to deal
with an incentive that was meant
to reward students who always
do what is asked of them.
Thus, after a rough year of re-

actions from students, our admin-
istrators have decided that it was
not worth the time to spend field-
ing complaints from disgruntled
seniors. However, because it was
so crucial to the seniors, our ad-
ministrators reinstated being ex-
empt from finals before any group
of seniors missed their opportu-
nity to earn the finals exemptions.

Scholarships are truly a great
way to earn money towards your
college tuition. If it takes you an
hour to fill out a $1000 scholar-
ship, you could potentially be
making $1000 an hour. Dozens of
local and national scholarships
can be found on your Naviance
account located under the college
tab. All students that win scholar-
ships will be recognized for filling
them out, as all scholarships win-
ners are announced on S.H.S.’s
Annual Senior Awards night.

Every year millions of dollars
are wasted because no one both-
ers to apply for certain scholar-
ships. You don’t have to have a
4.0 GPA to receive one; many

scholarships are based on need.
There are all kinds of scholar-
ships out there, you just have to
go out and find them.
In addition to the financial ben-

efit, filling out scholarships also
comes with an incentive as
S.H.S. principal Mr. Jason Austin
plans on taking an hour of deten-
tion off of your record for each ap-
plication filled out.
In order to make your applica-

tion stand out, you should attach
a stellar letter of recommendation
and a list of all activities and
awards won throughout your time
in high school.

Remember that scholarships
are investments in your future
and you should use them to your
full advantage. Anything helps.

Camryn Delgado/News Reporter

Senior Tony Diaz is thrilled that he doesn't have to take finals. He is
also excited about getting out a few days earlier.

Money in the making

Kylie Burkett
News Reporter

Senior year is full of deadlines and lots of pa-
tience. During this long year, seniors have
many goals they should be working to achieve
before graduation.
The goal for seniors is to decide on what they
will be doing after high school. Many seniors
are thinking about attending college, but some
will jump straight into the workforce or military.
Since there are certain classes that are re-
quired to be taken before graduating, it is im-
portant students are in contact with their
counselors making sure they are on track.
During the four years of high school, students
are informed of the different colleges and ca-
reers for after high school. Junior year is when
to start considering options. If students are
thinking about going to college they need to
start going on college visits to see what college
works best for them.
October through January of senior year is

when most seniors have sent in applications
and made their final decisions. Making the final
college decisions is a exciting accomplishment
for seniors because they have spent the last
four years thinking about their options and have
finally figured out their best fit.
Maintaining good grades throughout senior

year is also important even if seniors have been
accepted to a college. Maintaining good grades
shows a hard work ethic and will prepare stu-
dents for their upcoming college years.
Senior Lexy Staples says, “I wish to be suc-

cessful throughout my softball season and end
this year with good grades.”
Senior year is exciting and bittersweet. Sen-

iors will experience a lot of their “lasts.” Stu-
dents who play sports and who will not continue
their athletic careers in college will experience
their last games with their teammates and
coaches.
Also, students will experience the last orches-
tra, band, choir concerts and the last curtain
calls. This is when reality starts to set in for
most.
Finally, the most anticipated time of the year,
graduation. This is what students have been
working towards since they were in elementary
school. They have put in the hard work and de-
votion to be able to finally hold their high school
diploma.
Even though senior year can be stressful

when waiting for that acceptance letter from
your favorite college or trying to avoid senioritis,
it is over before seniors know it. Soon, high
school achievements will be turning into college
achievements.

Successful seniors

Finally
finalizing finals
Samantha Spaulding
News Reporter
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"I'm excited about
being exempt from
finals because it is
one less thing I
have to study and
stress over."

Senior Grace Kinnicutt

Andrew Spaulding
Co-Editor-in-Chief



The 2017 February Students of the
Month were seniors Jonathan Abele
and Madison Heffelfinger. Both were
selected because of their academic ex-
cellence, participation in the commu-
nity, and awards they have received.
Throughout Abele’s high school ca-

reer, he has been
awarded Rotary
Scholar, AP
Scholar with Hon-
ors, National
Honor Society,
WYSE Sectional
Qualifier, and Stu-
dent of the Month.
Leadership po-

sitions that Abele
has held includes
S.H.S. Mentor
Program, NIB-XII
Leadership Con-
ference, cross country team captain,
drum line leader, vice president of
Young Doctors League, vice president
of the junior class, secretary of Key
Club, and vice president of Key Club.
Activities Abele has participated in

consist of cross country, tennis, track
and field, band, speech, student coun-
cil, fall play, madrigals, Key Club,
WYSE, Young Doctors League, and
the engineering club.
In the community, he has helped in

Feed the Children, YMCA Community
Day, Blood Drives, Bowl-A-Thon for
Spastic Paralysis, Wesley United
Methodist Church (usher, liturgist, and
outdoor clean-up crew), Habitat for Hu-
manity, YMCACamp Benson SDP, and
Kitchen Worker.

His hobbies include hiking, kayak-

ing, running, swimming, reading,
drumming, and volunteering. He also
enjoys his job as a counselor at YMCA
Camp Benson and as a lifeguard at the
Sterling YMCA. His future plans are to
attend The Ohio State University
where he will double major in Biology
and Political Science.

Accompanying
Abele was Maddi-
son Heffelfinger.
Heffelfinger’s aca-
demic honors con-
sist of National
Honors Society,
Rotary Scholar, and
Academic All-Con-
ference.
Leadership posi-

tions include publi-
cations copy
checker, co-captain
of the tennis team,

and secretary for student representa-
tives.

Her S.H.S. activities include Na-
tional Honor Society, S.H.S. Mentor
Program, student representative, soc-
cer, track and field, and tennis. She
has been awarded varsity athletic
award and academic all-conference
honors.

Outside of school Heffelfinger vol-
unteers at C.G.H. as a gift shop
cashier.

Her hobbies are reading, writing,
running, photography, yoga, playing
tennis, and working at Menards. She
plans to attend Sauk Valley Commu-
nity College for another year and then
transfer to Illinois State University to
major in psychology.

Every month there are
two seniors who are cho-
sen as Student of the
Month, Scholar Athletes
of the Month, and for a
new award that has been
introduced this year is the
Performer of the Month.
In order to receive the

Scholar Athlete of the
Month award, students
must participate in a sport
or multiple sports, and
maintain a minimum 3.0
GPA. The February

Scholar Athletes of the
Month were Zachary
Kirchhoff and Maegan
McCue, who both partici-
pate in track and field.
This month’s Scholar

Performer was awarded
to Paul Marruffo who par-
ticipates in band.
The awards are made

possible through the
S.H.S. Athletic and Aca-
demic Booster Clubs and
the Sterling Schools
Foundation.

Jacob Gebhardt / The Warrior Word

Student of the Month winners are chosen based on academic history,
activities and participation outside of school.

Scholar athletes and performers

Grace Kinnicutt
News Reporter
The biggest fundraiser for the S.H.S.
Athletic Booster Club happens the first
Saturday in March for the past 17
years - the drawdown.
The drawdown has been an annual
event to raise money for the sport pro-
grams here at S.H.S. To attend the
drawdown you must be 21 or older.
Athletes are encouraged to sell tickets
starting in mid-January all the way up
to the Wednesday before the event.
Each team is encouraged to donate
a basket for the silent auction tables.
People then bid, and the basket goes
to the highest bidder at the end of the
night. Some of the fun-filled baskets
this year included the boys’ football
basket with football Warrior wear and
other gear, girls’ softball donated a Yeti
Cooler filled with items such as gift
certificates to local restaurants, and
the girls’ tennis team donated a bas-

ket filled with Yeti products.
Along with silent auction items, there
is a penny raffle, dessert auction and
live auction. The penny raffle consists
of baskets donated by businesses
around the Sterling-Rock falls area.
The live auction included a canvas
photo of team 112, Cubs World Series
picture, and a vacation for a week in
November.
Athletic Director Greg King says,

“The best part about drawdown is the
comradery between the Sterling
stakeholders, Athletic Booster club,
the parents and the coaches and rais-
ing money for our student athletes.”
Attendees of the drawdown can ex-
pect a fun-filled night, with great items
donated from the SHS teams, and
local businesses. The drawdown has
continued to be a great fundraiser to
give back for the athletic programs,
and athletes here at S.H.S.

Philanthropic funds

February students
of the month
Jose Barrientos
News Reporter
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"It was a very surreal
moment when I was
told that I won Student
of the Month and to say
that I was excited
would be an under-

statement."

Maddie Heffelfinger

Jose Barrientos
News Reporter



1. Mac’s – Ever since we go the comput-
ers three years ago a lot has change in terms of
communication with the students and teachers. It
has helped open doors to different methods of
teaching and student learning.
2. Turf – The turf was installed back in

2013 and ever since it has been
a location of hard work,
achievements, and dedication
for all the sports that use it.
3. Labs - The new labs

now include TV stations that
make it easier for group project.
4. Big TV’s – Every

classroom now has a TV screen
in the room and have removed
the old worn-out projectors.
5. Tennis Courts – The

new tennis courts was a big im-
provement from the old courts.

The old ones were falling apart, uneven, and
looked more like abandoned courts.
6. Stadium – Roscoe Eades Stadium has

become a landmark in Sterling and will have a
huge hall over in the summer.
7. A.C. on the second floor – During the

summer there is no escaping the summer heat for
many teachers but the second floor will now have
A.C.
8. Baseball and Softball fields – Baseball

has moved locations to Gartner
Park and the softball field has re-
ceived many new improvements
over the last couple years.
9.Track – The track received

an overall over the summer and
also changed colors from black to
navy blue.
10. New classes –

New classes have opened up
new opportunities for the stu-
dents to figure out what they like
to do and learn about.

The Warrior Word is a school-spon-
sored publication of Sterling High
School, 1608 Fourth Avenue, Ster-
ling, IL 61081. The Warrior Word Of-
fice is located in room 136. Phone is
(815) 625-6800.

Advertising rates are available
upon request. The Warrior Word edi-
torial staff reserves the right to edit all
ads and letters for clarity and gram-
matical errors. The editorial staff re-
serves the right not to publish any
ads or letters that are libelous pr that
contain nonfactual information.

The Warrior Word editorial staff
also reserves the right to nullify con-
tracts at any time without prior notifi-
cation. The Warrior Word also

refuses ads that promote activities il-
legal to a majority of the student read-
ership.
Reader response is welcomes in

the form of letters to the editor. Let-
ters should be less than 300 words
signed by the author and sent to
room 136. Names may be withheld
upon special request. The Warrior
Word editors will decide whether to
honor such requests.
The Warrior Word staff recognizes

that the administration of Sterling
Schools controls the curriculum and,
thus, sets the parameters of the pro-
duction process of school publica-
tions. The Warrior Word staff also
recognizes its own responsibilities to
inform, enlighten and entertain its
readers in a way that reflects high
standards of journalism, morals and
ethics.

Mike Lemay

4 years ago SHS switched from grass to turf, last summer SHS added
a new blue track and this summer the stadium will be renovated.

The Warrior
Word Guidelines

Junior Jerry Rodriguez

The new tennis
courts are re-
ally nice and a
great addition
to our campus

Publications Staff

Hot:
• Spring Break
• Tans
• Prom
• March Madness
• AP exams that replace
finals
• Friday Night Relays
• The underdog upset
• Movie remakes
(Beauty and the Beast, Kong,
etc.)

Not:
• Snow in March
• Tan lines
• AP exams
• SAT
• Weather delaying sport
schedules
• Scholarship applica-
tions
• Life changing deci-
sions
• End of the year lazi-
ness

Hot or Not Top 10 improvements at
SHS in the last decade

BUY YOUR YEARBOOK
PURCHASE NOW AT 

JOSTENSYEARBOOKS.COM
Yearbooks are $55 for a short time. 
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