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Meridian AgTech Program holds open house 
  
MACON – More than 200 people attended an open house held on 
Friday, Aug. 23 at Meridian High School to learn about the new AgTech 
program and FFA chapter. Attendees toured the ag education 
classroom and high school facilities prior to the meeting. 
In 2015, the Meridian Community School District completed a $44.8 
million renovation of the K-12 building, funded by the state of Illinois 
School Construction Grant Program and local sales taxes. The funds 
were specifically designated to be used for replacing and renovating 
existing facilities within the district. A new building for the AgTech 
program could not be funded with those monies. 
 Eric Hurelbrink, Meridian High School principal, welcomed 
attendees and introduced them to new ag education instructor Jerry 
Brockett. Recognizing the need in the area, the Meridian Ag 
Foundation, a 501c3, was formed to provide opportunities that align 
with the demographics of the region. The new agriculture program will 
require additional facilities to expose students to hands-on learning 
opportunities and give them transferable life skills to prepare them for 
careers in an industry that surrounds them. 
 Duane Noland, Meridian Ag Foundation vice president of 
fundraising, explained the history of agriculture education in the Blue 
Mound/Macon area and recognized past Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) chapter presidents and recipients of the FFA State Farmer 
degree. 
The school district has lacked agriculture programming for local 
students since the elimination of the program in Macon in 1966 and 
Blue Mound in 1976. For more than 45 years, students have not had 
access to ag education and a Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
Chapter. 
 Pete Pistorius, Foundation president, introduced Michelle 
O’Bryan, from the T.S. and Juanita Ballance Foundation, who 
presented a check for $11,450 to purchase classroom furniture. 
 Pistorius also displayed an artist’s rendering of the building 
and discussed the foundation’s goal of raising about $1 million to 
construct and equip a 4,000 square foot dedicated agriculture 
technology building and accompanying 800-square-foot greenhouse. 



 The foundation welcomes the support of the greater 
community. Gifts can be made as one lump sum or gifts over $1,000 
can be made over a three-year pledge period. 
 For more information, contact Pete Pistorius at 
pete@pistoriusfarms.com or 217-433-3752.  Checks should be made 
out to the Meridian Agriculture Foundation and mailed to 728 S. Wall 
Street, Macon, IL, 62544. 

 


