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This fall, the Illinois State Board of Education will unveil a new, simplified, and 
more consumer-friendly School Report Card that will better inform families, 

community members, educators, and policy makers about the academic 
performance, school climate and learning conditions of the state’s nearly 

4,000 public schools.  
 

The redesigned report card represents more than a new look. It reflects 
comprehensive change underway in Illinois public schools to ensure students 
meet higher expectations and ultimately are ready for college and careers. It 

emphasizes measuring and reporting student, school and district progress 
rather than just a snapshot-in-time score from an annual standardized test. It 

captures more elements about school life, from safety issues and school 
leadership to the extracurricular activities, honors and awards that make our 
schools unique.  

 
The new report card contributes to the State Board’s mission and goals to 

ensure all schools offer a safe and healthy learning environment and every 
student is prepared for college and careers. 

 

The new Illinois report card features:  
 

 At-a-glance information about school performance, school climate and 

learning conditions. 

 Consumer-friendly data on school awards, special programs of study, 

advanced coursework and extracurricular programs.  

 Measures of student college and career readiness. 

 Growth measurements that will show both how much progress students 

make and how schools’ academic results are improving over time.  

The redesigned report card makes information on school performance more 
accessible to those interested and involved in school improvement. Early 

versions of the new, more accessible report card have received an 
overwhelmingly positive response: 80 to 90 percent of focus group members 
agreed the new report card is easy to understand and 90 percent say that 

they are likely to use it. By making information more accessible, the 
redesigned School Report Card fosters a model of school improvement where 

all members have an opportunity to contribute to better outcomes. With more 
user-friendly information than ever before about each school’s programs, 

http://www.isbe.net/board/pdf/mission_statement.pdf


performance, and activities, the redesigned School Report Card is intended to 
help generate more discussions and interest in school improvement. 

 
The new report card is one of several changes underway in Illinois schools to 

prepare all students for college and the workforce.  In 2010, Illinois adopted 
the more rigorous Common Core State Standards, which establish clear 
expectations for what students should learn in English language arts and 

mathematics at every grade level from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade. 
These standards emphasize mastering and applying knowledge.   

 
In 2013, Illinois raised performance levels on the Illinois Standards 
Achievement Test (ISAT) to align with the higher Common Core standards as 

well as the Career and College Readiness benchmarks of the Prairie State 
Achievement Exam (PSAE), which includes the ACT. These higher performance 

levels mean educators, parents, and students will now know earlier whether or 
not a student is on track to succeed after high school graduation.  
 

The School Report Card will include summary information from the 5Essentials 
Survey, the first statewide survey on school climate and learning conditions. 

Research shows that schools strong on at least three of the 5Essentials are 10 
times more likely to improve student achievement.  

 
The state is using the federal Race to the Top funds to pay for the new School 
Report Card re-design as a means to help support and increase parental 

engagement and build partnerships with community members and leaders.  
 

Illinois will replace the ISAT in math and English language arts in the 2014-
2015 school year. The new assessments will align to the Common Core State 
Standards and results will better indicate how well students are mastering the 

appropriate skills and content benchmarks for college and careers.  
 

Finally, Illinois will implement a Growth Model in 2013-14 that reports 
students’ academic progress from one year to the next.  Education experts 
believe this approach will improve our understanding of student learning and 

provide a more nuanced accountability system that reflects progress as well as 
achievement. The growth model score will be reported on an advisory basis, 

not as part of the state’s accountability system, on the new 2013 report card. 
 

The new School Report Card will be accessible October 31 at 

http://illinoisreportcard.com. School districts must present the report card at a 
regular board meeting, make it available to local newspapers within the first 

30 days of receiving it from the state, and notify parents of the new report 
card in writing. Districts with websites must post the report card online. If they 
do not have a website, they must provide parents with copies. 
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