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NORTH LITTLE ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

AGENDA

Board WorkshopBoard Workshop
                                                           Administration Office                                                               

2700 N. Poplar Street
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114

Thursday, September 5, 2019 05:00 PM

II. . Safety ReportSafety Report
Presenter:Presenter: Sandy Williams, School Safety Coordinator

IIII. . Contracts & Salary SchedulesContracts & Salary Schedules
Presenter:Presenter: Dorothy Williams, Board Member

IIIIII. . Technology UpdateTechnology Update
Presenter:Presenter: Brian Staggers, Information Technology Manager

IVIV. . Elementary Data TimelineElementary Data Timeline
Presenter:Presenter: Lori Smith, Executive Director of Elementary Curriculum, Assessment and Accountability

VV. . Federal Programs & Professional DevelopmentFederal Programs & Professional Development
Presenter:Presenter: Kristie Ratliff, Executive Director of Federal Programs and Professional Development

VIVI. . 2019-2020 Alternative Method of Instruction (AMI) Application2019-2020 Alternative Method of Instruction (AMI) Application
Presenter:Presenter: Karli Saracini, Assistant Superintendent

2019-2020 AMI Application - September 2019.docx (p. 3)
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 Alternative Methods of Instruction (AMI) Plan 
2019 -2020 Application

District Information

District 
Name

North Little Rock School 
District

    LEA 
Number

6002

City North Little Rock     County Pulaski
Superinten
dent 

Bobby Acklin     Phone 501-771-
8000

Email acklinb@nlrsd.org   Cell

Previous Information 2017-18 2018-19
Total number of days the district missed due
to 

2 0

exceptional or emergency circumstances.
2 0

Total number of AMI days used

Submission Instructions:

 E-mail completed applications to     ADE.AMIapplication@arkansas.gov
 The deadline for applications to be submitted is September 15th. 

Individual School / Campus Name Grade 
Level

NLRHS 9-12
Center of Excellence 9-12
NLR Academy 6-12
NLRMS 6th Grade Campus 6
NLRMS 7/8 7-8
Amboy Elementary K-5
Boone Park Elementary K-5
Crestwood Elementary K-5
Glenview Elementary K-5
Indian Hills Elementary K-5
Lakewood Elementary K-5
Meadow Park Elementary K-5
Ridge Road Elementary K-5
Seventh Street Elementary K-5
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 Applications will be reviewed in the order they are received. 
Incomplete or partial applications will not be reviewed.

 Consult the AMI Guidance document for additional information 
regarding plan topics.

 Notification of status will be sent via email to the superintendent at the
address provided above.

  Approval is granted for the current school year only.    Applications 
must be renewed annually.  

A. If school is canceled due to an emergency or exceptional 
circumstance such as a contagious disease outbreak, inclement 
weather , or utility outage, explain the process by which the 
district shall determine if the school closure will be an AMI or 
make-up day.  Ballgames or other school events, lack of substitutes, or 
lack of bus drivers do not qualify as an exceptional circumstance.

If North Little Rock School District has to miss a day of instruction either 
for inclement weather or for an emergency, we will use alternative 
methods of instruction days (AMI) until we utilize all five of the days for 
which we have applied.  This will allow our students the best opportunity 
to demonstrate their knowledge and provide accurate information on 
what they have been able to learn throughout the school year.  

B. Provide a description of the AMI assignments and materials used 
at each school within the district to effectively facilitate teaching 
and support learning for the benefit of the students.  AMI Packets 
must be available on-line or have been sent home prior to designation of an AMI Day.

The North Little Rock School District believes true personalized (student 
centered) learning revolves around four tenets, three of which apply to 
AMI days; time, pace and place.  NLRSD understands that learning can 
happen anytime, anywhere, and not all students learn as quickly as 
others.   These beliefs are central to this plan.  NLRSD plans to use its 
current learning management systems (LMS) at the middle and high 
school levels, along with additional digital and/or print resources at the 
elementary level to address lost instructional time on adverse weather or 
emergency days.  This approach allows students to work on assignments 
at a time and place that are convenient for them and allows them to work 
until mastery of the content is reached.  The district has already moved to
a more one-to-one environment K-12 with heavy use of Google 
Classroom, READ 180, Edgenuity, Apex, and Summit Learning that has 
allowed personalized (student centered) learning to become common 
place.

Upon receiving the forecast of inclement weather, students in grades K-
12, they may either log in to their google classrooms, or they will be given
a packet of work that mirrors that found on the google classroom and for 
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grades K-5 assignments will be compiled in collaboration with District and 
Building Level Administrators.  Students will work on material based on 
the power standards for their grade level and previous semester.  For 
example, if the inclement weather day is in December or January, 
students will work on activities to reinforce and extend the power 
standards from first semester.   Power standards are those standards that
are essential grade level learning-the guaranteed curriculum.  

Students will be given an equivalent number of days to submit work in 
correlation to days missed, with an additional day added.  All work will be 
assessed and recorded by the classroom teacher. Our plan is to keep a 
quality continuum of learning in place on days when school cannot be in 
session in the traditional environment.  Students that complete all 
assignments will be counted as present for the AMI day.

C. Describe how student attendance will be determined for an 
approved AMI day.

For all of our students in grade K-12, attendance will be determined based
upon the work completed and submitted.  Teachers will assess the work 
equally whether the student completed the work electronically or via 
mirror image packet of work sent home for those without internet 
connectivity or devices.

D. Describe how the district will ensure implementation of Individual
Education Programs (IEPs) for students with disabilities on AMI 
days.

To ensure fidelity of implementation of IEPs, all assignments will be 
approved by our Special Services’ personnel.  This will ensure that 
appropriate accommodations will made for all of our special need’s 
students.

E. Describe how the district will communicate with parents and 
students the purpose and expectations for an AMI day.  Please 
include the link to the website or social media where the 
information will be posted.

Through a survey, North Little Rock School district parents expressed the 
desire to continue to have Alternative Method of Instruction Days.  This 
feedback has been noted across many buildings, as well as with NLRSD 
staff.

As soon as we receive an approval from the Arkansas Department of 
Education, we will notify our parents that we have been approved for 
these days.  We will then explain at our first parent teacher conference 
the process of how the instruction will be delivered based on the grade 
level of the student.  Each teacher, principal, counselor, etc. will convey 
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the same message during first quarter parent teacher conferences.  We 
will once again remind parents of the details at progress report during 
second quarter as well as at the end of the second quarter.

Upon the threat of inclement weather, our communication coordinator will
push out notifications reminding parents of our use of AMI days, how to 
access instruction if internet is available as well as how to access 
instruction if a family does not have internet.  The district will continue to 
notify parents and students of inclement weather days as we traditionally 
have through social media, robo calls and television /radio blasts.

At the end of the school year, our Parental Involvement Coordinator will 
conduct parent and student surveys to assess what worked well and what 
needs to be tweaked moving forward.  We recognize that despite a well 
thought plan we will likely find things we could do better. 

Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/North-Little-Rock-School-District-

1473918712853177/

Website:  nlrsd.org

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/nlrsd?lang=en
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