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Favorite teacher? Why?  

Mr. Holthaus was definitely my favorite. I loved how he ran his class 
and made it fun. He was one of those teachers that just really loved 
what he was teaching and knew a ton about the content. He didn’t 
just read straight from a powerpoint or overhead. He could really go 
into detail about things that happened in history and could point out funny little things that were 
interesting and would keep your attention. I also loved that he would give me a hard time. And he 
and I would go back and forth about KU vs. K-State and other things to heckle each other. 

Did you play sports? Which Ones? 

Yes, I competed in cross country, basketball, track, and baseball. 

 What was the most memorable moment in sports? 

This is a tough one because there were so many amazing things that happened in my career. My 
number one would have to be winning league in the 800m as a freshman after competing in 
baseball and deciding to double sport with track. The best part was that I helped contribute to 
winning another league title over Hiawatha. 

Who was your favorite coach in high school? 

My favorite coach was Coach Grider. He was very strict and had high expectations for all of his 
athletes, which helped propel me to become the athlete that I am now. 

What were the school dances like?  

Very awesome! My freshman and sophomore year I was very shy and was one of those guys that sat 
on the tables along the edge of the dance floor. Then, as I got older I actually started dancing and 
just had fun with it. Everyone made fun of my amazing moves, but I loved it! 
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Overall most memorable moment? 

Throwing tomatoes at the senior bandits when they all tried to raid our house. My brothers and I 
gathered up a bunch of unripe tomatoes that afternoon and then waited until we saw the cars 
heading to our house and we hopped on the roof waiting to attack. Then when the bandits were 
within striking distance, my brothers and I started to try to hit them until our mom ruined it by 
coming out and yelling at us! Then one of my friends hit her with a roll of toilet paper over the roof. 
We had a real good laugh and apparently we started a tradition of trying to raid the bandits! 

Did you like high school? Do you miss it? 

I am probably one of the few that really loved high school and I do actually miss it. I think a lot of it 
might be because I am so much more of an adult now that I am in college, and I have a lot more 
responsibilities. I took for granted how lucky I was to have such great friends and family to hang out 
with everyday. The biggest thing I miss is the extracurriculars. I am competing still in college, but it’s 
just not the same. High school was more laid back, and I had a lot of fun with the people on my 
teams. 

Have you kept in contact with friends? 

I keep in contact with a few of my closest friends, a group of about five or six. It’s really tough to 
keep in touch once everyone goes their separate ways after high school. I get really busy and 
wrapped up with my own life. We do hang out in the summer though. 

How is college different than RV? 

College brings forth many more responsibilities of the real world that you never really think of in 
high school. Paying for a car, the cell phone bill, insurance, and many other things like 
entertainment. Also, college makes you have to work for friendships. In high school you’re pretty 
much friends with everyone at RV because it’s a small school, and you are around most of them 
throughout the day so you really get to know them. Also, since I was active in a lot of things many 
people would just start conversations with me. In college it’s the opposite. You are around a lot 
more people, but you don’t know most of them. If you want to make friends, you really have to put 
yourself out there and make an effort to get to know people. 

What have you done since graduating from RVHS? 
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Run a lot, go to school, eat, and sleep then repeat. 
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