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“Don’t settle for anything; always strive for more when 
it is available to you.” 

Darrin Stithem is a presale manager for Pepsi, a part time rancher, and a full time father. In 1983 Darrin graduated from Royal Valley High 
School where he participated in both football and basketball and was president of FFA. In his time at RVHS Darrin was nominated as 
homecoming king candidate, was voted all league in basketball, and was inducted into the National Honor Society.  

FFA played a huge role in Darrin’s high school career. “The FFA program at Royal Valley helped guide my decision to attend college 
because of the scholarship I received for livestock judging,” Darrin said. After high school Darrin attended Cloud County Community 
College where he earned an associates degree in agribusiness. “I have always enjoyed agriculture and related fields; it is something I have 
been a part of my whole life, “ Darrin said. 

As a student at RVHS Darrin enjoyed the environment and family aspect of the school. “I had fun”, Darrin 
said. “Going to school was fun everyday and I looked forward to it.” Darrin respected and enjoyed the faculty. 
“I have fond memories of the teachers and staff being helpful and supportive,” Darrin said.  

Darrin loved his time at RVHS, and his advice to students today would be not to settle. “Don’t settle for 
anything; always strive for more when it is available to you,” Darrin said. “I received my associates degree in 
college and then just stopped, and I wish I would have done more.” Senior year is also something Darrin 
recalls as being special. “No one grade level is more important than another but being a senior is definitely a 
special experience and it goes by fast.” 

 

 

 

 


