DISTRICT RE-4
389 Tipton Street ¢ Springfield, CO 81073

Richard Hargrove Kirk Salmela
Superintendent/Elementary Principal Jr/Sr High Principal
719-523-6654 719-523-6522

February 20, 2017

Dear Springfield Parents:

I write to report critical changes to graduation requirements affecting students graduating in 2021 and thereafter.
Every student currently 8" grade or below will be affected by these changes. This has been mandated by the
Colorado Department of Education.

In addition to the local credit requirements adopted by the Springfield School Board, students in the graduating class
0f 2021 and thereafter will be required to demonstrate College and Career-Readiness. This may be done in a variety
of ways as illustrated on the attachment entitled Graduation Guidelines Fact Sheet. College and Career-Readiness is
demonstrated by achieving a minimum score in English and Math in any of the menu of options listed on the Fact
Sheet. The minimum scores need not be from the same test. For example, assume a student has the following
scores:

e  ACT: English 20, Math 18
e ASVAB: English 30, Math 30
o SAT: English 420, SAT Math 480

This student has demonstrated College and Career-Readiness because the ACT English score and the SAT Math
score are both above the benchmark. College and Career-Readiness must only be demonstrated once in each subject
to be eligible to graduate from Springfield High School. The demonstration will be half of the equation to graduate;
the other half is to complete the prescribed coursework as identified by the attachment titled Graduation
Requirements. This policy may also be found in the Jr/Sr High School student handbook.

Currently, Springfield High School offers the following measures: Accuplacer, ASVAB, Concurrent Enrollment,
and SAT. Students will have access to these four measures to demonstrate College and Career-Readiness as part of
their education at Springfield High School; and if need be, an individualized capstone project will be developed for
students to demonstrate Career-Readiness. Students may attempt additional demonstrations at their expense, such as
the ACT.

Please direct questions regarding these changes to Kyle Lasley at 523-6522.
Respectfully,

Kyle Lasley, Counselor

Springfield High School

“SIMPLY THE BEST”
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Graduation Requirements:

ENGNSH....evvie et e e e e e e 4.0 UNILS OF credit

Math and SCIENCE........veeeeie e ee e aee e eeenn...5.0 UNIts of combined credit
(Required combination of 3.0 math and 2.0 science or 2.0 math and 3.0 science)
S0CIal SCIENCE. .. .. eev e ceiiiee e eee it eiee e vt e e ee 2. 3.0 UNIts Of credit

General BUSINESS.......ooviv it it ce et e 1.0 unit of credit
PE. OrBand.....ccooiiiit i e 2.0 units of credit
Life SKllS... ... oeeeeeeee ettt ee e sesenan.. 1.0 Uit O credit
COMPULEES ... e e e e e 1.0 units of credit

Junior Projects..........oovvvii i 0.5 unit of credit
SPEECH.......oiiiiieiieiciie e e e 220,56 UNIL OF credit

A minimum of 26.0 credits must be earned to graduate from Springfield HS. Of the 26.0 credits, a
minimum of 18.0 must be the required courses on the list above. The additional courses are approved

elective and/or approved college courses.

All courses are weighted the same with respect to awarding credit. All regular semester-length courses
hold a value of 0.5 units or credits.



