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School   Highlights  
We   had   a   wonderful   first   few   days   of   school!   Monday   we   held   our   Open   House,   Wednesday   we   welcomed  

our   6th   graders,   Thursday   we   welcomed   everyone   back   and   had   our   kick-off   assembly.   Please   take   a  
moment   to   look   at   our   photos   from   these   fun   and   busy   days!   

 
 

To   the   left:   6th  
grader   Abby   St.  
Clair   winning   a  

“around   the  
bases”   race!  

To   the   right:   6th  
grader   Joey  
Dumoulin  

completing   the  
“Stepping   Stone  
Challenge”   with  
Senior   Helper,  

Dana   Reynolds!  

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Team-   specific   activities   during   the   afternoon   of   8/29/19  
 

                   
Acadia   Team,   collaborating   with   our   Gifted   and   Talented   Teacher,   Mrs.   Frohmberg,   on   an   outer   space   project  

 
Team   Themes   for   Trimester   1  

Each   team   has   specific,   student-centered   themes   chosen   for   trimester.   Through   these   themes,  
students   will   learn   the   middle   school   curriculum.   Below   are   the   themes   that   were   chosen   for   trimester   1!  
 

● Sebago:    Sebago’s   Theme   is   “Hoax   or   Real,”   they   will   be   looking   into   Astrology.   They   will  
answer   the   question   about   if   and   how   the   full   moon   affects   us.   They   will   learn   about   the   Salem  
Witch   Trials.   This   theme   will   incorporate   district-wide   middle   school   standards   in   social   studies,  
English,   health   and   science.   Math   will   remain   largely   separated   from   this   theme.  

● Katahdin:    The   theme   for   Katahdin   this   trimester   are   Maine   Studies:   “ Maine   Plants   and  
Animals,”   “Maine   History,”   and   “The   People   and   Places   of   Maine”   are   the   integrated   classes.  
These   will   include   social   studies,   science   and   English   (reading   and   writing)   standards.    Math  
will   be   by   grade   level.   Katahdin   will   work   on   the   health   standards   during   trimester   2.   

● Moose :   The   theme   for   Moose   is   “survival.”   Students   will   be   learning   about   space   survival,  
personal   space,   and   earth   survival.   They   have   a   specific   English-Language   Arts   class   and   a  
math   (grade   level   specific)   class.   Moose   will   work   on   the   health   standards   during   trimester   3.  

● Royal :   The   Royal   team   theme   is   “End   of   the   World.”   The   core   classes   will   incorporate   reading,  
writing,   social   studies   and   science   standards.   These   classes   are   titled:   “How   Science   Can   End  
the   World,”   “The   End   of   the   World   (Natural   Disasters),”   “Life,   Death   and   Diseases.”   There   is   a  
separate   writing   and   math   class.   Royal   will   learn   the   health   standards   during   trimester   2.   

● Acadia :   Acadia’s   themes   are   space   and   exploration.   Students   core   classes,   covering   the  
reading,   writing,   social   studies,   health   and   science   standards   include:   “Exploring   Outer   Space,”  
“Exploring   Inner   Space,”   “Exploring   Literature,”   and   “Exploring   Science   and   Design.”   Students  
will   also   have   a   grade   level   math   class.   

 
 

 



 

 
Summer   Wrap   Up  

As   the   19/20   school   year   officially   begins,   we   want   to   first   take   a   few   minutes   to   share   a   few   highlights  
from   the   summer!   Below   are   a   few   activities   MCMS   was   involved   in   this   summer!  

 
Maine   Math   and   Science   Association:   MCMS   Collaboration!  

Mr.   Holman,   Mrs.   Tucker,   Mrs.   Churchill,   along   with  
two   of   our   students:   Hayden   Freeman   and   Mila  
Barnes-Buhker,   will   be   attending   an   institute   on  
science   integration   and   leadership   in   August.   This   is  
held   at   the   Schoonic   Institute   and   is   a   part   of   a  
statewide   Maine   Math   and   Science   Association   grant  
in   which   MCMS   was   one   of   only   six   schools   in   Maine  
to   receive.   This   12-month   grant   project   will   build   a  
network   of   teams   of   teachers   and   student   leaders  
across   the   six   schools   to   co-design   experiential   STEM  
units   that   bridge   the   classroom   to   the   community–  
helping   to    make   learning   more   relevant,   meaningful,   and   empowering   for   students.  
  

Maranacook   Area   Food   Pantry  
            This   past   year   and   throughout   the   summer,   the   food   pantry   saw   some  
wonderful   changes.    Thanks   to   the   generosity   of   many,   we   were   able   to   provide  
holiday   baskets   to   18   families.    In   addition,   we   were   given   a  
brand   new   freezer!    They   are   now   able   to   provide   meat   in  
addition   to   bread,   eggs,   cheese   and   butter   that   are   in   the  
fridge.   Thanks   to   their   volunteers,   the   pantry   was   open   for   6  
weeks   this   summer.    They   provided   steadily   for   several  

families   and   adults   throughout   these   weeks.    They   were   also   given   a   shopping  
cart   to   help   folks   get   their   goods   out   to   their   cars.    Anyone   is   able   to   access   the  
food   pantry   by   calling   the   school   to   set   up   a   time   to   come   in.    The   food   pantry  
will   also   start   up   their   backpack   program   again,   and   they   are   in   need   of  
backpack   donations   to   support   this   effort.   
 
Cobbossee   Watershed   and   MCMS   Collaboration  

The   Friends   of   the   Cobbossee   Watershed   have   often   visited   our   schools   to   do   a  
variety   of   programs   to   educate   our   youth.    They   also   employ   many   Maranacook   youth   in  
their   efforts   to   preserve   our   watershed   and   beautiful   lakes.   Thanks   to   this   great  
partnership,   The   Friends   donated   a   stream   table   to   the   middle   school   last   spring,   which  
was   updated   and   revised   by   teacher   MaryEllen   Tracy   over   the   summer.   

A   stream   table   allows   students   to   study   how   water   flows   and   interacts   with   its   environment.  
Students   get   hands   on   experience   manipulating   different   materials   to   prevent   erosion,   trying   out  
different   size   "culverts"   to   reduce   the   wash-out   of   roads   and   facilitate   the   movement   of   water   through   a  
variety   of   soil   types.    They   also   can   see   erosion   and   deposition   in   action.   We   are   excited   to   put   the  
stream   table   to   use   to   further   enhance   the   education   of   our   students   and   thank   The   Friends   profusely  
for   their   generosity!  

 

 



 

MCMS:   What   We   Are   All   About  
Throughout   this   school   year,   we   will   include   information   about   different   aspects   about   what   MCMS   is  
all   about.    These   will   be   brief   descriptions   about   our   curriculum   and   educational   programming   to   better   inform  

you   about   what   MCMS   is   made   up   of!  
 

Integrated   Curriculum  
MCMS   follows   a   student-focused,   integrated   curriculum   is   defined   as   “student   generated  

thematic   units   of   study   which   cut   across   disciplines   and   focus   on   essential   questions   in   order   to  
connect   to   students'   lives,”   and   is   considered   a   best   practice   among   the   middle   grades    ( www.amle.org ).  
It   focuses   on   making   connections   for   students,   allowing   them   to   engage   in   relevant,   meaningful  
activities   that   can   be   connected   to   real   life.   

Our   teams   use   a   student   centered   approach   to   identify   themes   in   which   students   will   be   taught  
the   curriculum.   This   includes   science,   social   studies,   and   English-   language   arts.   Math   is   taught  
separately.   Using   themes   and   integration   allows   students   to   collaboratively   choose   themes   for   their  
learning   that    are   based   on   what   students   want   to   know   about   themselves   and   the   world.   It   allows   for  
learning   to   happen   both   in   the   classroom   and   with   hands-on   approaches.  
We   follow   the   district   6-8   curriculum   and   adopted   standards   on   all   teams   in   all   grades.   Regardless   of  
the   themes,   all   students   are   getting   the   same   curriculum,   and   are   expected   to   meet   the   same   standards.  
Finally,   we    place   a   strong   emphasis   on   literacy   and   math   by   supporting   teachers   as   they   provide  
opportunities   for   all   students   to   be   able   to   grow.   
 

MCMS   Behavioral   Description   and   Rationale   
At   MCMS   we   subscribe   to   a   program   known   as   SWIS   (School-Wide   Information   System)   to  

document   and   communicate   student   behaviors   that   fall   short   of   our   school's   expectations.    Behaviors  
that   would   be   documented   can   be   found   in   the   behavior   rubric   in   the   handbook.    They   could   be   as  
benign   as   classroom   interruptions   or   running   in   the   hallways,   to   more   serious   behaviors   such   as  
bullying   or   fighting.    For   lower-level   behaviors   (tier   I   behaviors   in   the   rubric)   we   still   find   it   important  
to   document   and   communicate   these   incidents   so   appropriate   conversations   may   be   had   at   home   and   at  
school.    We   use   this   data   to   look   for   patterns   that   may   necessitate   some   level   of   intervention   to   help   a  
student   correct   these   behaviors.    We   are   always   open   to   dialogue   and   encourage   parents   to   reach   out  
with   any   questions   or   concerns.   

 
Sports   and   Co-Curricular   Eligibility  

We   are   planning   to   have   both   A   and   B   teams   for   soccer.   This   means   that   all   students   in   grades   6-8   are  
encouraged   to   tryout   for   the   teams!   Also,   all   of   our   middle   school   teams   will   have   new   uniforms   this  
fall!      Our   free   clothing   boutique,   “Vicky’s   Boutique,”   also   has   athletic   clothing   and   footwear   for  
anyone   in   need!  

Middle   School   Soccer   Team   Selection   Criteria  
      The   purpose   of   the   middle   school   soccer   program   is   to   foster   a   strong   level   of   participation   as   well   as   the   chance   to  
be   competitive   within   the   Capital   Area   League.   Focus   will   be   on   the   development   of   skills   and   tactics   necessary   for  
competition,   and   a   strong   emphasis   will   be   placed   on   sportsmanship   and   creating   a   positive   team   culture.  
      Most   of   the   schools   in   our   league   either   have   one   team   or   field   two   teams   (8th/7th).   In   order   to   increase  
participation   opportunities   for   all   of   our   students   in   grades   6-8,   we   have   created   the   following   teams.  
Boys   “A”,   Boys   “B”,   Girls   “A”,   and   Girls   “B”  
      The   majority   of   the   “A”   teams   will   be   comprised   of   8th   graders.   If   numbers   are   low   then   players   will   be   added   from  
the   7th   grade,   and   so   on.   The   goal   for   the   size   of   the   “A”   roster   is   between   16-20   players.  
      The   “A”   teams   will   play   10   league   games   with   the   possibility   of   playoffs   at   the   end   of   the   season.  
The   goal   of   the   “B”   game   schedule   is   to   play   at   least   8   games   with   teams   within   our   league   and   teams   from   outside   if  
needed.  

● Co-Curricular   Eligibility:    Co-curricular   eligibility   standards   are   designed   to   be   proactive   in  
determining   how   a   student   is   performing   academically   and   increase   the   lines   of   communication  

 

http://www.amle.org/


 

between   school   and   home.   By   taking   a   proactive   stance,   our   hope   is   to   identify,   at   an   early   date,  
those   students   who   are   having   academic   troubles   and   to   provide   ample   time   and   opportunity   to  
provide   academic   services   for   them.    In   order   to   be   eligible,   students   must   pass   all   classes   AND  
cannot   have   a   HOW   score   of   1   in   any   class   at   the   time   of   the   eligibility   date.    As   academics   do  
remain   of   first   importance   in   this   school.   Students   who   are   ineligible   cannot   play   in  
games/contests/co-curricular   activities   until   they   meet   the   requirements   of   eligibility.   This   also  
means   they   may   not   ride   on   the   bus   to   away   games/contests/co-curricular   activities.   

○ Trimester   1   Eligibility   Dates:    September   19,   October   3,   October   17,   October   31   &  
November   14  
 

Upcoming   Sports   Schedule  
● 9/3/19:   Soccer   and   Field   Hockey   Start  
● 9/4/19:   Cross   Country   Starts  
● 9/10/19:   Girls   A/   Boys   A   Soccer   Against   Winthrop   (Away-   depart   school   at   2:45pm)  
● 9/11/19:   Girls   Field   Hockey   against   Gardiner   (Home-   at   3:30pm)  
● 9/12/19:   Girls   A/   Boys   A   Soccer   Against   Oak   Hill   (Home-   3:30pm)  

 
Sabbatical   Update   from   Teacher   Mrs.   Aimee   Reiter  

Mrs.   Aimee   Reiter   was   on   sabbatical   starting   in   January   2019.   She   is   now   back   with   us!   During   her  
sabbatical,   she   was   able   to   accomplish   a   lot   of   work   to   support   our   students   in   mathematics.   Below   is   a  

brief   summary   from   Mrs.   Reiter   explaining   what   she   had   done!  
I   have   used   this   sabbatical   semester   to   create   problem   based   lessons   for   each   of   the   6th-8th  

grade   mathematical   units   in   our   curriculum   guide.    These   lessons   will   be   used   to   launch   and   ground  
each   unit   in   authentic   and   open   ended   mathematical   reasoning   that   aligns   with   the   common   core   state  
standards   and   the   Common   Core   mathematical   practices.    To   accompany   each   of   these   unit   based  
problems   there   is   a   parent   introduction   and   helpful   hints   document   that   can   be   shared   to   encourage  
and   reinforce   parent   communication.    As   a   part   of   my   own   development,   and   to   ground   the  
philosophical   underpinnings   of   the   lessons   I   planned,   I   have   completed   two   online   courses   taught   by  
Dr.   Jo   Boaler   of   Stanford   University,   entitled,   Mathematical   Mindsets   and   How   to   learn   Math   for  
Teachers.    I   have   also   read   Becoming   the   Math   Teacher   You   Wish   You’d   Had   by   Tracy   Johnston   Zager,  
Mathematical   Mindsets   by   Jo   Boaler,   and   The   Everything   Parent’s   Guide   to   Common   Core  
Math:Grades   6-8   by   Jamie   L.   Sirois   and   Adam   Wiggin.  

This   sabbatical   has   allowed   me   to   take   the   time   to   create   a   middle   level   resource,   available   for  
all   staff   to   best   introduce   and   ground   our   curriculum.    Personally,   it   has   allowed   me   to   research   and  
grow   as   a   professional   through   reading   and   coursework   in   a   focused   manner.  

This   project   was   conceived   in   the   belief   that   when   teachers   are   provided   with   exemplary,  
research   based,   common   problems   to   use   in   their   classrooms,   not   only   will   instruction   and   student  
learning   improve,   but   collaboration   will   increase.    For   the   school   years   2017-2019,   our   district   has  
put   a   strong   emphasis   on   collaboration   as   a   professional   growth   tool.    It   is   my   belief   that   the   work   I  
have   completed   during   this   semester   long   sabbatical   will   provide   the   opportunity   for   staff   to   continue  
to   teach   and   reflect   together.  

When   staff   are   sharing   resources,   teaching   common   elements   and   actively   reflecting   together  
instruction   improves.    Students   are   given   access   to   research   based   lessons,   taught   by   staff   who   are  
interested   in   both   the   theory   and   practice   behind   these   units.    Staff   discuss   and   reflect   on   their  
experiences   with   students   at   their   grade   level   mathematics   meetings,   thus   learning   from   each   other   and  

 



 

continually   improving   instruction.   I   am   looking   forward   to   implementing   these   lessons   in   my   own  
classroom,   working   collaboratively   with   our   middle   school   staff   and   new   district   math   coach   to   share  
these   with   other   teachers,   and   seeing   the   impact   on   students   and   parents   as   these   become   more   widely  
used   across   our   school.    I   can   not   thank   my   colleagues,   my   administration   and   the   school   board  
enough   for   this   opportunity.    I   hope   that   other   staff   members   will   see   this   as   a   model   for   their   own  
professional   growth   and   longevity   in   the   profession.  

 
Reminders  

● Please   keep   lunch   balances   in   the   black.    To   pay   online,   go   to:  
https://rsu38.androgov.com/egov/apps/payment/center.egov  

● We   have   an   RSU   38   App!    For   more   information,   go   to:  
https://www.maranacook.org/article/129906?org=rsu-38  

● Students   will   be   getting   their   laptops   in   a   few   weeks    (assuming   all   the   paperwork   is   in!).   Here   is   a  
helpful   article   from   our   technology   integrator,   Denise   Churchill   about   electronics   and   adolescents:  
“Back   to   School:   Time   to   Set   an   Electronic   Curfew”  

 
Upcoming   Events  

● September   2:   Labor   Day    (No   School)  
● September   3   :   First   day   of   soccer   
● September   4:   First   day   of   Cross   Country  
● September   4:   School   Board   Meeting   at   Mt.   Vernon   Elementary   School   (6:30PM)  
● Week   of   September   9:   Laptop   Distribution:   Depending   on   the   prompt   return   of   the  

Acceptable   Use   Procedure   and   user   documents,   laptops   are   expected   to   be   handed   out.  
● September   13:   Extended   Advisee   Time   during   the   day  
● September   13:   Early   Release   
● September   18:   School   Board   Meeting   at   Wayne   Elementary   School   (6:30PM)  
● September   23-24:   NWEA   Testing,   make-up   testing   September   25-27  

○ For   up   to   date   information,   you   can   go   to:  
https://rsu38.powerschool.com/bulletin/36303  

 

 

 

https://rsu38.androgov.com/egov/apps/payment/center.egov
https://www.maranacook.org/article/129906?org=rsu-38
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/tech-talk-tuesdays/back-to-school-time-to-set-an-electronic-curfew?utm_term=0_dbb13e7af1-c7c6797491-160605789&mc_cid=c7c6797491&mc_eid=0ed3697224
https://rsu38.powerschool.com/bulletin/36303

