
 
 
Welcome back Dragons!  The 2019/20 school year officially begins today, Tuesday, September 3.  Teachers and staff have 
been hard at work this summer preparing for the upcoming school year. Thanks to our facilities crew, we now have two 
new, 8-foot basketball hoops on the elementary playground.  The facilities crew also installed several sections of 
playground equipment to replace older pieces that had begun to rust. 

 

 
Two brand new basketball hoops on the elementary playground.  Make sure to thank 

Randy Elwell and Leroy St. Clair for installing them last week. Steel backboards are heavy! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teachers and ed techs participated in a variety of trainings, conferences, curriculum planning, and program development 
this summer.  Many staff were involved in summer trainings and planning sessions for the two, new special education 
programs that will be offered at St. George School next year.  The programs will provide intensive supports to students 
with developmental, behavioral, and emotional needs.  These programs will help keep more of our students at their 
community school and reduce the number of high cost, out-of-district placements.  This is part of our effort to meet the 
needs of all students while building a fiscally responsible and sustainable school district. 
 

 
Not as heavy, but still looking good – new stairs 

leading up to the playground. 

 
. . . speaking of heavy, check out the new bridge. 

 
 



And that brings me to our vision, mission, and work - who we are and what we do. 
 

Who we are: St. George MSU is a community school district and the heart and strength of our district is the community of 
St. George.  Next year, we will have (as of our count today) a total of 290 students in grades K-12 with 207 students in 
grades K-8 and 83 students attending high school at Camden Hills (36 students), Oceanside (28), Lincoln Academy (13), 
and Medomak (6). 
 
What we do: We have a clear mission – to do whatever it takes to ensure that every single student thrives and, as a school-
community, to give back and contribute to the Town of St. George.  We focus on students’ academic growth, character 
development, and health/wellness.  We recognize that health/wellness - which we define as students’ physical & mental 
health, social-emotional well-being, and food security – is a prerequisite for academic growth and character 
development.  Finally, we believe that for a student to thrive –  to demonstrate mastery and find meaning in education –  
they must share their learning in ways that positively impact their community. 
 

What we’ve done: In terms of academic growth, last school year, 60% of students in grades K-8 met their growth goals in 
math and reading on the NWEA Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), a standardized assessment.  NWEA MAP provides 
national norms for expected student growth at each grade and performance level.  These norms are based on anonymous 
data from 10.2 million students attending 23,000 schools in 49 states. The number of St. George School students meeting 
their growth goals has increased each year since we became a separate school district in 2015: 
 

 
 

Our students continue to engage in work that s t r e t c h e s  the imagination as to what’s possible in public education.   
 

• As part of the Alewife Project, St. George middle level students, for the 5th consecutive year, will work with the 
Town Conservation Commission to study and restore the historic alewife run to the marsh.  When the project 

began in 2015/16, students discovered that some alewives had in fact returned!  However, more research needs 

to be done to determine why the fish have not returned in greater numbers.  Students learn alongside community 
members and scientists and share their work in blogs and student scientific journals, through reports and videos.   

 

 
 

http://alewives.edublogs.org/
http://marshwatershed.edublogs.org/2019/05/24/pulling-the-data-card-and-our-first-data/
https://www.gmri.org/resources/resource-archive/findings-field-volume-2
http://alewives.edublogs.org/2019/06/26/report-to-the-conservation-commission-from-the-saint-george-eighth-grade-june-6-2019/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qf3ButWduHtQXQrExwY5xcX7pRiGN2-P/view


• Leaps of Imagination is a nonprofit that brings local Maine mentor artists together with elementary school 
students and teachers. Mentor artists interweave art making experiences with environmental education and 
literature themes.  Students present their work to families and the community at an art opening at Jackson 
Memorial Library. 

 

 
 

• The Makerspace Initiative brings together the traditions of entrepreneurship and apprenticeship with new technologies 
such as 3D printers, laser cutters, and robotics, enabling teachers and students to design, build, and innovate. 
 

 
 
Over the past several years, our school community has received a variety of awards and recognition: 

 

→ 2019: Several of our teachers (Alison England, Paul Meinersmann, and Amy Palmer) were nominated for the 

Gulf of Maine Research Institute’s Kevin McCarthy Innovation Award. 
 

→ 2018: St. George School received the Maine Environmental Education Association’s (MEEA) School of the 

Year Award for a community-centered approach to education that provides an exemplar of what impactful 
and lasting environmental education can look like. 

 

→ 2017: Our school received the Maine Department of Education Commissioner’s Award for outstanding 

service on behalf of Maine students and citizens. 
 

→ 2016: The Middle Level Team (Ashby Bartke, Alison England, Josh McPhail, and Sonja Schmanska) 

received the 2016 Maine Association for Middle Level Education (MAMLE) Exemplary Practice 
Award. 

 

We still have a lot of work to do. Our journey as an independent, municipal school district committed to students and 
community has only begun.  Teachers and staff are continually working to improve curriculum and enhance instructional 
programs in order to boost student growth, performance, and engagement.  Last year, we implemented a new K-5 math 
curriculum that was recommended by the Math Team – a team of teachers who researched different math programs for 

https://leapsofimagination.wordpress.com/2018/12/14/lasting-impressions/
http://stgeorgedragon.com/what-is-a-makerspace/


a year.  This school year, we will implement a new ELA curriculum that aligns with our work to become a credentialed EL 
Education school.  First and second grade teachers piloted the curriculum last year and saw remarkable student gains.     
 

In terms of facilities, we are running out of space to deliver the programming that our students need.  This year, we will 
have 204 students attending St. George School (three of our K-8 students attend schools in other districts), which is the 
highest enrollment since the 2010/11 school year.  While larger class sizes are one factor impacting facility needs, the 
biggest stressor has been the number and variety of student programs – and the space each program requires.  For 
example, we need space for World Language, Art, Music, Band, occupational therapy, physical therapy, social work 
services, athletics, sports and recreation activities, multiple special education programs, STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math) programs, the Makerspace Initiative, and regular education classes that last year required 25 
students to share a single classroom.  
 

Two years ago, we formed a Facilities and Programming Working Group to help assess how the school’s facilities are 
meeting the needs of students, staff, and community.  Last year, this group interviewed several architectural firms to help 
us conduct a building use assessment and make an informed decision about how to move forward.  The School Board, 
acting on the working group’s recommendation, chose Oak Point Associates as the architect.  A generous donation from 
a community member will cover the entire cost of the building use assessment.  Oak Point met with staff and some Town 
representatives last week.  They will be back on the night of Open House (Thursday, October 10) to talk with parents, 
families, and community members.  Oak Point will also hold a community meeting later in October or early November.  
We want to hear from all St. George community members.  Later this year, Oak Point will present a report to the School 
Board that summarizes what they heard in their conversations with students, staff, and community members and – based 
on these conversations and analysis of the building itself – Oak Point will provide concept plans for possible solutions 
along with cost estimates.  With this information, we will be able to make informed decisions on steps to ensure that our 
facilities meet the needs of students, staff, and community.   
 

There’s plenty more I would like to share, but this letter is long enough.  I’d like to talk about the new K-5 Blueberry Cove 
After School Program, the Early Childhood Education Working Group that has focused on starting a public Pre-K program, 
and – of course – the dominant preseason performance of New England rookie quarterback Jarrett Stidham.  Alas, I will 
have to rely on hyperlinks and the hope that somebody is still reading.   
 

See you all soon and GO DRAGONS! 
 

Mike Felton 
 

Mike Felton 
St. George MSU Superintendent 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/102q-XYOx56e7iruuZcU78OPGuj0ZIpXs
https://extension.umaine.edu/tanglewood/blueberry-cove-tenants-harbor-2/st-george-after-school-program/
https://extension.umaine.edu/tanglewood/blueberry-cove-tenants-harbor-2/st-george-after-school-program/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aY0d4Q8njwOp5HN9E1U7s2t0CyE4-AOK
https://www.espn.com/blog/new-england-patriots/post/_/id/4818009/jarrett-stidham-has-best-preseason-for-rookie-qb-under-bill-belichick

