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   Fourth grade students at St. Joseph Middle School have been studying ecosystems. They’ve been learning about their makeup 
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Students Serve as Good Will Ambassadors 

St Joseph’s School Ambassadors serve as tour guides whenever visitors are pre-

sent. They were most recently visible at the  Community Open House held Janu-

ary 29th. Front Row: (left to right) Emma Pasierb, Kim Quinit, Joshua Trantina, 

Karly Rae Lieblong, and Shannon Trantina. Back Row: Lauren Holbrook, Ian 

Martin, Elijah Bailey, Anna Claire Bailey, Abbie Flake and Caleb Mallett. Their 

sponsor is Development Director, Nicole Rappold. 

A Happy Reunion! 

St Joseph Preschool student Audrey Cox 

expected to visit her grandfather during 

the school’s “Dads and Donuts”          

get-together on January 20th. He was to 

stand in for her father, U.S. Air Force 

Tech Sergeant Micah Cox, because he’d 

been deployed to Bagram Air Force base 

in Afghanistan for the last five months. 

What Audrey didn't know was that her 

mother, Rachel Cox, and the rest of the 

family planned to surprise her and her 

younger sister, Elizabeth. Sergeant Cox 

came home on leave and welcomed the 

girls with open arms for the first time 

since his return at this Preschool        

gathering. 

  In celebration of Catholic Schools  Week a Living Rosary was conducted after the All-School Mass 
on February 1. Elementary students Giovanni Castro, Allie Burns, Ava Moix, and Mason Nabholz 

participated as did Middle School students Blakely Holland, Hayley Burgess, and Chloe Woody.  
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  The Bulldog Spirit is written and  

produced by St. Joseph’s journalism 

classes. 

Reporters/Photographers: 

  Gage Berger, Gretchen Carden, Wyatt Davis, 

Georgia Dayer, Holly Detten, Daniel Emerick, 

Emily Hambuchen, Natalie Hambuchen, Daniel 

Kordsmeier, Andrew Marks, Zach Martins, 

Joseph Murphy, Evan Pollock, Dawson Schre-

kenhofer, Caleb Strack, Cory Strack, Jacob 

Welter, Lizzie Whitley, Peter Woodson, and 

Will Zinno. 

Advisor: Mr. Ray Nielsen 

Making Their Garden Grow 

   Ms. Kami Marsh from the Faulkner County Extension Office came to the Elementary School on February 2nd to talk with 

third grade students about different aspects of the school garden. It began a year and a half ago thanks to a $500 grant  from the 

Arkansas Farm Bureau. The school had also partnered  with the Faulkner County Extension Office and Master Gardeners that 

provided instructors and lessons about gardening throughout the school year. In the past, the students have planted radishes, 

carrots and lettuce.  

    The Elementary School was recently awarded another $250 grant to continue the garden. Ms. Marsh came to discuss what 

the students will be planting soon. She talked about warm and cool vegetables and fruits and when the right time is to plant. 

She also explained the importance of knowing how far apart plants should be grown. The students will measure the area of the 

garden to determine what and where they’ll plant. The third graders are in charge of planting, maintaining, and harvesting the 

garden. Ms. Marsh comes to the school once a month to discuss different lessons about gardening and plans to return  

February 17th to help with the planting. 

Helping the 

Homeless 

 Middle School students 

learned a lot about the 

needs of homeless people 

on February 15 when Ms. 

Spring Hunter from the 

Conway Ministry Center 

spoke to them.  

  The Ministry Center of-

fers a variety of services 

and provides many oppor-

tunities to help the poor, 

homeless and addicted in 

Conway and Faulkner 

County.  

  The students were asked 

to take part in a role play-

ing exercise in which 4th 

grader Kayden Kordsmeier 

pretended to be homeless 

and without shoes or 
    (continued on page 5 )  
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Aimsley Davis and Olivia Keisling duplicate it. Teacher Nicole Gooch explains the experiment. 

Andrew Skinner and Jesus Sanchez Daniel Trusty and Ayden Garay 

 Making Rainbows  by Natalie Hambuchen and Caleb Strack 

    Ms. Nicole  Gooch’s 4th grade students were learning about different forms of energy when she decided to have them con-

duct an experiment involving the use of light energy. She wanted them to see how light bends when it passes through different 

mediums such as glass or water 

   To demonstrate this, the students used a flashlight, a shallow pan of water, a mirror, and a white piece of paper. The mirror 

was placed into the water at an angle. The flashlight was shined into the part of the mirror held underwater. The piece of paper 

was then lifted above the mirror and adjusted until a rainbow-like pattern was seen. This proved the flashlight beam wasn’t 

just one color but a combination of them. The same principle explains rainbows in the sky. Rain droplets refract the sun’s 

light. The angle at which they’re seen determines which colors we see; red, orange, yellow, blue or green. “I wanted them to 

discover that the light we see is not just white but contains several different colors,” Ms. Gooch said. “That was the purpose of 

the lab.”    
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Special Lunch Brings Families Together by Caleb Strack and Joseph Murphy

6th grader Jackson Tucker with grandparents Jim and 

Nancy Brunner.  

6th grader Emma Jane Robertson with grandparents Elton and 

Sharon Robertson.  

6th grader Jonathon Deen with grandparents Wynell and 

Tim Goldman.  

4th grader Kate Nabholz with grandparents David and 

Jane Nabholz.  

 A Grandparents Lunch held February 2 

during Catholic Schools Week in the 

cafeteria attracted a large number of 

people. More than 200 photographs,  

like the ones seen above, were taken at 

the event. “We had a lot more grand-

parents show up for the high school 

than we’ve had in the past,” Food Ser-

vices Director Jeff Crowder said. “It 

went good. Luckily, we had some extra 

food as the counts were still coming in 

that morning. Everything went smooth-

ly though.”  

  The meal consisted of chicken and 

dumplings, carrots, salad, cornbread 

and a chocolate chip cookie.  

Book Fair Attracts Readers by Caleb Strack

The Middle School’s Scholastic Happy Camper Book Fair was held January 30-February 3. 

Library Media Specialist Christy Pasierb deemed it a success. “The most popular book sold was 

‘Making Bombs For Hitler’ by Marsha Skrypuch”. Lily Vaughn won the “Guess How Many” 

contest by coming closest to guessing the number of mini marshmallows in a jar. The actual 

number was 346 and Lily guessed 347. Clay Shearer is seen above enjoying a book. 
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Pee Wee Basketball Season Ends by Caleb Strack

The 5th Grade Boys Pee Wee basketball team after finishing as the Runner-Up in 

the District tournament held at Nemo Vista on February 1st. 

The 6th Grade Boys Pee Wee basketball team after finishing as the Runner-Up is 

the District tournament held at Nemo Vista of February 2nd. 

   Our Pee Wee Basketball Teams ended 

their seasons at the District Tournament 

held at Nemo Vista January 31st-

February 2nd. 

   The 5th grade boys team went 8-4 and 

finished the finals in 2nd Place after  

losing to the Red Hawks at Nemo Vista. 

“We are proud of them,” coaches Kay 

Lynn Hill and Christy Trantina said. 

“Since this was their first year to play for 

several, they really showed much im-

provement.” 

   The 6th grade boys had a record of 8-5 

this season. They too won 2nd Place in 

the District Tournament losing a hard 

fought game to Sacred Heart. “They 

worked hard at practices and always 

gave a 100 percent effort,” their coaches 

said. “They never gave up and worked  

together as a team.” 

   The 5th grade girls team went 2-9 this 

year. “What a fun group of girls!,” 

coaches Darren Jones and Amy Evans 

said “It didn’t matter if we won or lost, 

they always came to practice and the 

next game with a smile on their faces 

ready to learn and get better.” 

   The 6th grade girls had a record of 6-6. 

“No matter the score, these girls always 

gave us their best effort,” the coaches 

said, “Their desire to win makes for a 

team that is sure to do great things in the 

future.” 

Homeless (from page 2)  
or money. The students were then tasked 

with how Kayden could go from homeless to 

being housed? They decided to meet his 

basic needs first. These included acquiring 

his birth certificate, social security number 

and a photo identification card. They’d all  

be needed to help him find a job.  

   “I was surprised and shocked that there 

were so many homeless people out there that 

needed help,” 5th grader Cole Harness said. 

“I learned that they can go to that place (The 

Ministry Center) and get a lot of stuff, and 

that money isn’t exactly the thing that all 

homeless people need.”   

   Chloe Woody is another 5th grader who 

talked about the presentation. “We’re going 

to do a project about it in class,” (Ms. 

Thompson’s) she said. “We’ll make bags 

filled with things (basic supplies) and give 

them to the Ministry Center during Lent.” 
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Middle School Profiles 
By  Natalie Hambuchen, Daniel Emerick & Will Zinno 

Kiersten Nutt 
Max  Simon 

 ~Chloe 

1. My Orbeez

2. I went on a cruise.

3. A horse because they

are fun to ride.

4. Keeping my room

clean

Gabriel Washum 

   ~Gabriel 

1.Over Watch (video 

game) 

2. Visited family and

played video games 

3. The Cheetah because

it’s the fastest animal in 

the world 

4. My grades and being a

better person 

  ~Max 

1. Probably my electric

RipStik

1. Visited family and went

duck hunting

2. A duck because there are

lot of them

3. I want to get better at

flips.

Chloe Woody 

1. What was your favorite

Christmas present?

2. What did you do over

Christmas Break?

3. What is your favorite

animal? Why?

4. Is there anything you

can improve on in 2017?

    ~Kiersten 

1. My pogo stick

2. I went to Disney World.

3. My goats because when

my girl goat has babies I

like playing with them

and petting them.

4. Helping around the house

for my grandma
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Elementary School Profiles 
   By Natalie Hambuchen, Will Zinno & Daniel Emerick 

Jordyn Hoelzeman 

    ~Max 

1. Skylanders (video

game)

2. I played my Smurfs

video game and

played outside.

3. A dinosaur because

they’re ancient

4. Bringing out the gro-

ceries for my mom

Aidan White  Anna Nabholz 

1. What was your favorite

Christmas present?

2. What did you do over

Christmas Break?

3. What is your favorite

animal? Why?

4. Is there anything you can  

improve on in 2017?

Max Gilbert 

    ~Anna 

1. Electric Scooter

2. Played with my toys

3. Giraffes because they

are tall like me

4. Washing dishes

  ~Aidan 

1. A Kindle

2. I played games on

my Kindle.

3. A tarantula because

they are hairy

4. Helping my mom

with the dishes
   ~Jordyn 

1. Probably the mini

camera I got

2. I went to Alabama.

3. I like horses  because

they are fast.

4. Probably my cooking
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  Ms Erika Stobaugh, the Room Mom for Ms Amy Evans' 3rd grade class at St. 

Joseph Elementary School, coordinated a Valentine activity February 14 making 

gift bags for children at Bethlehem House. They were delivered there to "spread 

God's love to other children." 

Celebrating Valentine’s Day 
By Emily Hambuchen

3rd grader Ava Martin. 

1st graders Joseph Hartman & Brileigh 

Choate with their Valentine boxes.  

3rd graders Luke Thessing, Peyton Mangum, and 

Aubrey Michaels. 
6th graders Chloe Skinner, Ruby Jones 

and Katie Morgan. 2nd grader Kate Burgess. 




