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 FBLA has kicked off this 

year’s chapter with a campaign for 

students who wish to be an officer. 

The requirements for being an officer 

are that you have to have been in 

FBLA for at least one year prior and 

you have to campaign for your posi-

tion. The FBLA chapter met on Au-

gust 22nd to vote for this year’s officer 

team. The results of the votes were: 

Parliamentarian Kalley Sukstorf, Re-

porter Karissa Adams, Histori-

an Grace Williams, Treasurer 

Nevaeh Patyk, Secretary Faith Han-

sen, Co-Vice President Megan Niel-

son, Vice President Skylar Shanahan, 

and President Christine Kotschwar. If 

you are still interested in joining 

FBLA speak with one of the officers 

or Mrs. Chrisman.  

 This year, Homecoming is 

coming fast and our FBLA chapter 

has prepared many exciting events. 

As always, we will be fundraising for 

the March of Dimes, with jars that 

will be set up with faces of nominated 

staff and students on them. Whoever 

ends up with the second-most money 

can choose whether they get to kiss 

the goat or get a pie in the face, then 

the one with the most money in their 

jar gets the other option. Watch for 

posters of other upcoming fun oppor-

tunities to help raise money for 

March of Dimes during Homecoming 

Week and bring your money to vote 

on who gets a pie to the face!  

Fall FBLA By Chris Kotschwar 

 As the schoolyear starts to 

begin, our first schoolwide event is 

almost here! Homecoming week and 

the dance is a favorite among many 

students, parents, and staff here in Ce-

dar Bluffs. School will not be in ses-

sion on Monday, September 2nd due to 

the holiday, so the Homecoming fes-

tivities will begin on Tuesday! Tues-

day’s dress up theme is “Pajama Day”, 

Wednesday’s theme is 80’s day, 

Thursday is “Through the Ages” for 

the high school and “Class Color” for 

the elementary and middle school. Fri-

day is School Spirit Day. The middle 

school dance is scheduled for Friday, 

September 6th, from 9-11 p.m. The 

high school dance is scheduled  

 

for Saturday, September 7th, from 

9p.m.-12a.m. The Wildcat Football 

team will play Omaha Brownell Tal-

bot in their homecoming game, kick-

off is set for 7p.m. Don’t forget to 

come watch this years Homecoming 

King and Queen be crowned by last 

years royalty, Jadyn Vacha and Sebas-

tian Eliasson. Have fun and be safe 

this Homecoming season! 

By Kaylee Benne  

 There have been several 

teacher changes in the 2019-2020 

school year. Over 60% of the new 

staff members this year are males, 

which is a change in the dynamics of 

teachers at Cedar Bluffs.  

New teachers include, Mr. Brinkman, 

Mr. Amen, Mr. Dunker, Mr. Johnson, 

Mr. Larsen, Ms. Black, and Mrs. 

Amen.  

 The 

following in-

formation 

breaks down 

the New 

teachers’ roles 

in Cedar 

Bluffs School. 

 Mr. Brinkman (pictured 

above) has taken the role of 

Mr. Cloyd, he is taking over 

the high school/middle school 

social studies position. 

 Mr. Johnson (pictured 

right) has taken the role of 

Mrs. Chrisman, taking over the 

high school English, also the 

creative writing position. “My 

initial impression of Cedar 

Bluffs has been pure ex-

citement. Students and staff have 

been more than welcoming to me and 

my daughter Kasi. We are grateful to 

be members of the growing school 

community and look forward to cre-

ating awesome memories and ever-

lasting relationships! Go Wildcats!” 

Mr. Johnson wrote. 

 Mr. Larsen has taken the role 

of Mr. Kroupa, he is taking over the 

high school/middle school P.E. and 

weights position. Mr. Dunker has 

taken the role of Mr. Hare, he is tak-

ing over the high school/middle 

school Tech and Career position.  

 Ms. Black has taken the role 

of Mr. Ernst, she is taking over the 

high school/middle school Spanish 

position. “I really enjoy the school's 

positive atmosphere and all the stu-

dents I have met so 

far have been wonder-

ful. Everyone I've met 

has been very friendly 

and welcoming and I 

think CB has a lot of 

great programs in 

place to support the 

students, community. 

and its teachers.” Ms. Black com-

ments  

 Mr. Amen (pictured below) 

has taken the role of Mrs. Gerken, he 

is taking over 

the K-12th 

grade Com-

puter Hard-

ware and 

STEM posi-

tion.  

 Finally, Mrs. Amen (pictured 

below) has taken the role of Ms. Phil-

lips, she is taking over the high 

school science position. “Mr. Amen 

and I have had the best experience at 

Cedar Bluffs so far!  Everyone has 

been so welcoming and kind to us 

and our daughter Skylar.  We have 

loved getting 

to know all the 

new faces and 

can't wait to 

continue with 

the year.” Mrs. 

Amen quotes. 

 All these teachers bring great 

contributions to the school and com-

munity, make sure to say hello and 

give them a warm welcome to the 

Wildcat Family!  

More Mr. than Mrs.  

Wildcat  
The 

Times 

Homecoming Events of 2019 By Grace Williams 

 Why on earth are there 3 dif-

ferent types of carpet in the new math 

wing? Walking down the hallway into 

the new math wing, first, there is a 

blue and black striped carpet with 

some black 

squares. Then 

suddenly, it is big 

black bulky car-

pet and finally, a 

different blue and 

black stripped 

carpet. What is 

the reason for 

this type of floor-

ing design?  

 Superintendent Mr. Ptomey 

states “The reason for the carpet be-

ing different is because they no longer 

made the other one.” He is referring 

to the blue carpet that is in the high 

school, but it was no longer 

available to purchase.  

 High School math 

teacher, Mr. Shepard, reasons 

that the black carpet between 

the outside doors to the locker 

rooms, is because “… it is 

where teams will be entering 

the building, they have the more 

durable and darker black car-

pet.” 

 Other then the carpets the new 

addition at Cedar Bluffs high school 

is very beneficial to students and 

teachers alike. Mr. Ptomey states that 

as the student populations grows so 

does the need for teachers in other 

words the need for more rooms and 

additions.  

 Mr. Shepard added, “We are 

very blessed at Cedar Bluffs with 

amazing facilities and the new math 

wing is the just the latest addition to 

that. The new room is perfect for eve-

rything I am trying to get done and 

we even have a window, which the 

kids love.”  

3 carpets + 2 new rooms= Math wing By Mikya Fox 
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By Megan Nielson   

 As most know, about three 

years ago, Costco’s Lincoln Premi-

um Poultry proposed a plan to build 

a poultry plant in Fremont, Nebraska. 

The plant would be the place where 

the chickens were butchered and then 

sent off to be sold at your local Cost-

co store. Many people were opposed 

to the idea of Lincoln Premium Poul-

try setting up their new “base” in the 

city of 25,000.  However, there were 

enough people that thought the idea 

would be beneficial and the plant 

should now be up and running within 

the next year.  

 Along with the poultry plant 

comes the barns to raise and house 

the chickens. This is the new contro-

versy in Saunders County. Costco’s 

local supporters are all in favor of 

giving Nebraska farmers a new op-

portunity to build barns and produce 

chickens for such a large industry.  

 However, businesses from 

across the country want to put up 

chicken barns. A North Carolina 

based company; Gallus Capital Debt 

Fund and Gallus Capital Equity Fund 

has applied for permits to build ap-

proximately 132 chicken barns which 

is equivalent to about 1/5 of the 

barns Costco anticipates on having in 

operation. The biggest problem is 

that the people who will be neighbor-

ing these chicken barns are fearful 

that the out of state owners will not 

have the friendly attitudes that a local 

farmer would.  

 This is a risk that would have 

to be taken and many people are 

against it, however, time will tell if 

this outsider is going to end up play-

ing a role in Costco’s new operation.    

A Chick Increase in Nebraska 
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Four-Legged Visitor  

Are You Ready for Some Football?  By Brody Ptomey 

 The 2019 Wildcat football 

season is full of hope and opportuni-

ty. An entirely new staff has been 

hired by supportive superintendent, 

Mr. Harlan Ptomey. The new Head 

Coach is Mr. Tom Brinkman, he was 

hired out of Midland University 

where he held the title, Defensive 

Coordinator. During his time with 

the Midland Warriors, their defense 

was ranked top three in the confer-

ence in Points Allowed Per Game.  

 Also, their defensive roster 

held two all-American players and 

multiple all-Conference players. Mr. 

Brinkman shared his excitement for 

the season and team, stating 

“Upperclassmen have been dedicat-

ed all summer in the weight room to 

get better and have a great year and 

our underclassman have bought in to 

our team culture.”  

 The two assistant coach’s 

this year are Coach Jerimiah John-

son and Coach Coby Amen. With 

this new coaching staff, the Cedar 

Bluffs football team will come out 

firing on all cylinders on August 30, 

2019, for their first game against the 

Allen Eagles in Allen, NE.   

 Along with a new coaching 

staff, the Wildcats will have 5 re-

turning seniors: Chris Vasquez, 

Grant Pleskac, Dominic Goodwin, 

Ethan Schutt, and Kolby Hermanson 

and new Senior, foreign exchange 

student, Elias Strandberg. There are 

two returning Juniors: Gabe Anaya 

and Brody Ptomey.  

 With the returning upper 

classmen, and many additional new 

faces, the Wildcats are ready to get 

the 2019 season started!  

Starting the Season with a Spike! By Kalley Sukstorf 
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 The Cedar Bluffs Wildcat’s 

Volleyball Team seems to be on track 

for a great season! On August 26th 

the lady wildcats played their first 

game against the Oakland Craig 

Knights. The team played hard, but 

unfortunately lost. Despite the results 

not turning out how they wanted it to, 

the wildcats got some great experi-

ence and made some improvements in 

their game! 

 The game in which the wild-

cats played on the 26th of August was 

called a “Jamboree,” which is exempt 

from the regular season schedule, but 

it provided the wildcats a chance to 

get some more practice before the 

start of the regular season.  

 With the 2019 season rapidly 

approaching, head coach Nate Greene 

shares his thoughts. “I'm looking for-

ward to the experienced players that 

are returning this fall volleyball sea-

son. We have a strong core group of 

girls coming back along with younger 

girls who I anticipate to contribute to 

our success.” 

 The lady wildcats are no long-

er considered D1 and are new mem-

bers to the C2 division this year! This 

change might not seem big, but it has 

been a little noticeable in the schedule 

when compared to previous seasons. 

In the past, the volleyball team has 

not had too many home games, but 

this year there is a plentiful amount! 
 

2019 Volleyball Schedule 

SEP 3 -- 7:00 PM Whiting IA Warriors at  Cedar 

Bluffs Wildcats   

SEP 5 -- 6:00 PM Yutan Chieftains at  Cedar 

Bluffs Wildcats   

SEP 12 -- 5:00 PM Heartland Lutheran Red Hor-

nets at  Cedar Bluffs Wildcats   

SEP 12 -- 7:00 PM Nebraska Lutheran Knights at  

Cedar Bluffs Wildcats   

SEP 17 -- 7:00 PM Elba Bluejays at  Cedar Bluffs 

Wildcats   

SEP 19 -- 7:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  St. 

Edward Beavers   

SEP 21 -- 8:00 AM Louisville Tournament 

SEP 23 -- 7:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

Heartland Christian Eagles   

SEP 26 -- 5:00 

PM Pender Pen-

dragons at  Cedar 

Bluffs Wildcats   

SEP 26 -- 7:00 

PM Howells 

Dodge Jaguars at  

Cedar Bluffs 

Wildcats   

OCT 3 -- 7:00 PM 

Boys Town Cow-

boys at  Cedar 

Bluffs Wildcats   

OCT 5 -- 5:00 PM 

Emerson Hubbard Pirates at  Cedar Bluffs Wild-

cats   

OCT 8 -- 7:00 PM Brownell Talbot Raiders at  

Cedar Bluffs Wildcats   

OCT 10 -- 6:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

Weeping Water Indians   

OCT 10 -- 7:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

Mead Raiders   

OCT 12 -- 3:00 PM Heartland Quad 

OCT 14 -- 6:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

College View Academy Eagles   

OCT 14 -- 7:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

Omaha Christian Academy Eagles   

OCT 15 -- 6:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

Omaha Nation Chiefs   

OCT 15 -- 7:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

East Butler Tigers   

OCT 17 -- 6:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

Cornerstone Christian Cougars   

OCT 17 -- 7:00 PM Cedar Bluffs Wildcats at  

Parkview Christian Patriots   

OCT 21 -- 7:00 PM Frontier Conference Volley-

ball Tournament 

OCT 24 -- 7:00 PM Frontier Conference Volley-

ball Tournament 

Jump into Journalism By Kelci Martens  

 Journalism club is looking to 

recruit more people after their 3rd 

place win in yearbook de-

velopment last year. Mrs. 

Chrisman said “Receiving 

3rd place at State Journal-

ism was an incredible ex-

perience…” However, 

winning isn’t everything 

she said later, it’s about 

the opportunities you have 

in the classroom and the 

skills you learn.  

 The leadership of 

journalism starts in the 

classroom. Journalism club has a 

wide range of jobs for anyone look-

ing. The club is 

looking for pho-

tographers, edi-

tors, and writers. 

There is both a 

journalism class 

and club and any-

one is able to join 

the club by 

choice to partici-

pate. Journalism 

club meets during 

homeroom, and 

the first meeting is on September 5tth 

in the library. Mrs. Chrisman said, 

“Students who join the Journalism 

club, have a better sense of what is 

going on in our school. They gain 

different perspectives and learn about 

graphic design, photography, and 

how to write with their audience in 

mind.”  

 Journalism club focuses on 

writing the newspaper that comes out 

monthly and perfecting the yearbook 

for every school year’s end. Talk to 

Mrs. Chrisman if you are interested 

in joining the Journalism Club! 

By Karissa Adams  

 The first day back, Katie the 

Comfort Dog come to visit the third 

graders. “We had Katie come to just 

the third grade because of our recent 

loss of Mrs. Sukstorf.” Elementary 

Principal, Mr. Hansen, stated. Katie 

the Comfort Dog came for the day 

from Trinity Lutheran in Fremont. 

Katie travels from place to place to 

give comfort to people who have suf-

fered tragedies. Katie also travels to 

schools, nursing homes, hospitals, 

and many different special events.  

 Katie has traveled all over 

the United States. She has gone to 

five different states to give comfort 

to those who were struggling with 

tragedies. Everyone had a great ex-

perience and learned something 

about Katie they didn’t know. “They 

learned so much about her including 

how long her training took and about 

her personal-

ity.  They 

were told that 

once Katie's 

vest came 

off, she be-

haved like a 

typical dog.”  

Third Grade 

Teacher, Mrs. Brousek, stated.  

 Katie spends the day at Trini-

ty Lutheran School with all the kids. 

After the end of the school day, she 

goes home with one of her many 

handlers, unless she has another 

event to attend. 

 On August 14th, instead of 

Katie going to Trinity, she came 

here. As the kids were with Katie, 

they had some interactions with her 

that really pleased Mr. Hansen. “A 

few students opened up with her and 

they did share some thoughts and 

things that have been bothering 

them. Whether students felt the need 

to share with Katie, or not, it was an 

overall positive event that students 

were able to take part in and wel-

come them back to school.”  

 Getting to meet Katie was an 

amazing experience and something 

special. “Katie was so calm, which 

them made the kids calm and feel 

comfortable.” Third Grade Teacher, 

Ms. Neiman, said. Everyone was 

pleased with her presence and felt 

that Katie visiting again would be 

beneficial to the rest of the school. 


