
DADEVILLE ATHLETIC POLICY HANDBOOK

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Dadeville Bearcat Athletic Program. Hopefully your decision to take
advantage of this portion of our extracurricular activities program will be educational,
rewarding, and challenging.  This handbook is provided so that you might be more
informed of the programs that are available, their interrelationships, and the rules and
requirements of each program.

Dadeville School encourages you to take advantage of as many programs as your time
and talent will permit. We do not encourage specialization in one sport, but rather, we
encourage you to experience a variety of sports as well as other school activities.
Naturally, due to conflicts in seasons, practice times, schedules, etc….some choices will
have to be made by you. Good luck to you!

PHILOSOPHY OF ATHLETICS

The intent of the Dadeville Athletic Program is to operate a well-defined consistent
program that supplements the learning process for all involved, accomplishes a definite
purpose, projects a positive image to the public, and has the reputation for being well
managed. The program is committed to developing genuine sportsmanship, and fostering
proper attitudes toward winning and losing.

The Dadeville Athletic Program is committed to developing the drive for perfection, team
play, and fair play in its student athletes. Competition provides not only tangible rewards,
but opportunities to instill intrinsic values such as self-discipline, cooperation with others,
and respect for the prescribed rules. The Dadeville Athletic Program is interested in the
whole educational process of the student and promotes competitive activity as one
portion of the total educational program.

Teaching students to compete by doing their best and by doing better than others in any
worthwhile endeavor is educationally sound. Winning is an immediate objective in all
athletic contests, but it is not an end in itself. Only when winning is over-emphasized to
the point that it results in losing sight of educational and recreational values of
competition should it be criticized. The desire to win should be used to stimulate
achieving the objectives of interscholastic athletics.

The Dadeville Athletic Program operates within the guidelines of the Missouri State
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the Missouri State High
School Activities Association, the Polk County League Conference, and the policies,
rules and regulations of the Dadeville R-II School District.
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SPORTSMANSHIP

As an athlete representing Dadeville Schools, you have the responsibility for exhibiting
good sportsmanship at all times. The moment you put on that school uniform, you
become a representative of your student body, your school and your community. You will
receive the ingredients of good sportsmanship through the teaching, coaching and
examples of the coaching staff. So be sure to exhibit what you learn.

A very important lesson we learn through interscholastic athletics is that by hard work
and dedication we can improve. In America we recognize that we can take the ability that
God has given us through hard work and dedication and become anything we want to be.
No one can tell you what you must be. If you are willing to recognize the ability you
possess and work hard, you can achieve success in athletics.

Attitude is one of the principal requirements in becoming a champion in any sport. The
desire to excel, to win, and pay the price, are all attributes that contribute to a winning
philosophy. A winning philosophy is important, but how the game is played is important
as well. Simple gestures of respect are expected, displaying good conduct, cooperating
with officials, shaking hands with opponents before and after the contest, showing self
control at all times, accepting decisions and abiding by them, accepting both victory and
defeat with pride and compassion, and never being boastful or bitter. Such conduct will
help you and your team to portray standards of sportsmanship expected of Dadeville
athletes.

Actually, interscholastic athletics are much like everyday life. America thrives on the
kind of competition that has made her as great as she is today. You might say competition
is the backbone of our great nation. Regardless of your plans for the future, when you
enter the work force, whether it is management, sales, education, vocational trade, or
whatever, you should realize there will be competition. There will be disappointments in
athletics, but there will be disappointments in all of life’s activities. It’s how you react to
these disappointments that will measure what lifetime lessons you have learned while
participating in high school athletics.
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND OBJECTIVES OF
INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS

As a student-athlete you are in school to secure the best secondary education you are
capable of achieving. Deciding to take advantage of athletics plays a significant part in
your total educational development. However, with this decision also come certain
responsibilities. Keep in mind that you are in the public eye and your personal conduct
always must be above reproach. You have an obligation to create a favorable image and
gain the respect of your teammates, the student body, and the entire Dadeville
community.

OBJECTIVES

● Strive to achieve sound citizenship, and desirable social traits, including emotional
control, honesty, cooperation, dependability, and respect for others and their abilities.

● Maintain academic eligibility standards as established by the MISSOURI STATE
HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION and the Dadeville School
District.

● Learn the spirit of hard work and sacrifice

● Learn to attain physical fitness through good health habits.

● Desire to excel to the limits of your potential.

● Show respect for both authority and property

● Be willing to accept the leadership role that is instilled through the athletic program.

● Commit to perfection, fair play and team play.
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CONFERENCE AFFILIATION
POLK COUNTY LEAGUE CONFERENCE

The current member schools are:
DADEVILLE
FAIR PLAY
HALFWAY

HERMITAGE
HUMANSVILLE
MACKS CREEK

WALNUT GROVE
WEUBLEAU

WHEATLAND

***SPORTS/ACTIVITIES OFFERED AT DADEVILLE SCHOOL***

FALL WINTER SPRING
Softball Boys Basketball Baseball
Jr. High Cheerleading Girls Basketball
Jr. High Boys Basketball Cheerleading
Jr. High Girls Basketball
Cross Country

Coaching/Sponsor Assignments
2022-2023

1. Curtis Collins Head Boys Basketball
2. Justin Arnold Head Jr. High Boys Basketball

3.    John Roller Head Girls Basketball
Head Jr. High Girls Basketball

4.    Curtis McGill Assistant Jr. High Girls Basketball

4.    Lori Ochner Head Jr. High/High Cheer

5.    Ben Dobbins Assistant Softball
Assistant Baseball

6.    Skylor Horton Assistant Boys Basketball

7.   Brent Rountree AD/Head Baseball/Softball

8.   Matt Bushey Head Cross Country

9.   Aaron Becker Assistant Cross Country
Assistant Girls Basketball

10.   Denise Dodson Academic Scholars Bowl

11.   Jordan Buck FFA

12. Marah Luetjen FCCLA

13. Brad Carter Choir

5



DADEVILLE ATHLETIC POLICY HANDBOOK

MISSOURI STATE HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION
ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

ATHLETES/PARTICIPANTS- To be eligible for your school team you must…

▪ BE A GOOD CITIZEN IN YOUR SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY.
o Any student who represents their school in interscholastic activities must be a credible

citizen and judged so by the proper school authority certifying the list of students for
competition.  A student whose character or conduct is such as to reflect discredit upon
themselves or their school is not considered a credible citizen. Their conduct shall be a
satisfactory in accordance with the standards of good discipline.

o A student who misses class on the dated of a contest without being excused by the
principal shall not be considered eligible on that contest date.

o Each individual school has the authority to judge its’ students under those standards

▪ In the preceding semester you must have earned 3.0 units of credit or 80% of the maximum
allowable credits which may be earned whichever is greater. You must be currently enrolled in
courses that offer 3.0 credits or 80% of the maximum allowable credits.

▪ Have entered school within the first eleven days of the current semester. Entering school is
interpreted as enrolling and attending classes

▪ Not have received or competed for any award of any kind other than that given by your school for
your services as an athlete in the sport in which you are competing. Competing for awards having a
utilitarian value such as jackets, cash or merchandise prizes will make you ineligible.

▪ Not have reached your 19th birthday prior to July 1 of current school year. Junior high students shall
not have reached the following ages prior to July 1: 7th Grade-14; 8th Grade-15

▪ Not have competed under an assumed or false name.

▪ Not have transferred schools without corresponding change of residence of your parents unless
you meet an appropriate exception of the transfer standards. Always check with your Principal
or Activities Director before transferring.

▪ Not have graduated or received an early release from a four-year high school or its’ equivalent.

▪ Attend your eighth semester immediately following your seventh semester. High school students
are eligible only during the first 8 semesters or attendance.

▪ Not have competed at any time as a member of a Junior College or Senior College team.

▪ Not compete on an outside team or in individual match competition during the season you are
representing your school in the same sport, nor practice or play for a non-school team on the same
day you have practice or play for a school team in any sport.  These restrictions begin with the first
day of the current school sports season. A school sport season is defined as beginning with the
date of the first practice held on a school day and ends with the last contest including district and
state tournament contests.

▪ Not transfer from one school to another because of undue influence.

▪ Not attend a specialized camp for any one sport for more than two weeks.

REMEMBER: All of the member schools of the Missouri State High School Activities Association have
adopted these eligibility guidelines. Eligibility to participate in School Athletics is a privilege granted if you
meet these standards. It is not an inherent right. These eligibility guidelines must be met by girls as well as
boys who compete interscholastically. Your school has the authority to adopt additional rules and guidelines.
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ATHLETIC LETTERING REQUIREMENTS
An athlete may earn the following athletic letter awards:

VARSITY LETTER
A Varsity Letter is awarded to an athlete who has met all the requirements as set forth by

the coaches of any said sport.

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION
An athlete who has not met the varsity letter requirements but has made a significant

contribution to the program may receive a certificate of participation award.

DADEVILLE ATHLETIC POLICY
Every athlete and their parents or guardians will be responsible for reading the following
Athletic Policy and required to sign the copy on Page 12 to indicate that they have read
and will comply with the policies set forth. Athletes will be required to abide by the rules
and regulations established by the Missouri State High School Activities Association
and Dadeville Schools. This signed policy must be returned and will remain in effect
for one full calendar year. (A full calendar year includes the regular school year,
summer breaks, all school year breaks and all holidays).

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Athletes will be required to abide by the rules and regulations stated in the policy as well
as other training rules specified by the coach of any particular sports activity in which
they are participating.

1. Students are free to make their own choice as to sports/activities in which
they wish to play/participate.

2. Participation in more than one sport within a season is left to the mutual
agreement of the athletes and the head coaches from each sport the athlete
wishes to participate in. ie- cheerleading/basketball

3. An athlete quitting a sport activity will be required to turn in ALL
equipment/uniforms that had been furnished to the athlete by the school.

4. Violation of Law: MSHSAA guidelines and regulations will be
enforced, and take precedence over district policy.

2.2.2 Law Enforcement:
a. A student who commits an act for which charges may be or have

been filed by law enforcement authorities under any
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municipal ordinance, misdemeanor or felony statute shall not be
eligible until all proceedings with the legal system have
been concluded and any penalty (i.e. jail time, fine, court costs,
etc.) or special condition of probation (i.e. restitution,
community service, counseling, etc.) has been satisfied. If law
enforcement authorities determine that charges will not be
filed, eligibility will be contingent upon local school policies.

b. After a student has completed all court appearances and penalties,
and has satisfied all special conditions of probation and remains
under general probation only, local school authorities shall
determine eligibility.

c. Moving traffic offenses shall not affect eligibility, unless they
involve drugs, alcohol, or injuries to others.

2.2.3 Local School:
d. A student who violates a local school policy is ineligible until

completion of the prescribed school penalties.

e. The eligibility of a student who is serving detention or in-school
suspension shall be determined by local school authorities.

f. A student shall not be considered eligible while serving an
out-of-school suspension.

g. If a student misses class(es) without being excused by the
principal, the student shall not be considered eligible on that date.
Further, the student cannot be certified eligible to participate on
any subsequent date until the student attends a full day of classes.

h. Each individual school has the authority to set more restrictive
citizenship standards and shall have the authority and
responsibility to judge its students under those standards.

i. Each school shall diligently and completely investigate any issue
that could affect student eligibility

5. If it is necessary to be absent from practice, the athlete is expected to
obtain permission from the head coach prior to the scheduled practice. If
the athlete is ill, the coach/school should be notified by the parents.

6. If a student misses class(es) without being excused by the principal, the
student shall not be considered eligible on that date. Further, the student
cannot be considered eligible to participate on any subsequent date until
the student attends a full day of classes. Per MSHSAA handbook by-law
212b #5 (The only exception to the previous regulation would be games
held on a Saturday or Sunday in which the class time missed must be an
excused absence)
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i. Jr. High and High School students must be here 4 of 7

blocks periods to participate in an extracurricular activity.
ii. If a student cannot be in attendance for 4 block periods,

he/she may fill out an Attendance Appeal form.
1. This form is for specific\uncontrollable

circumstances, and must be filled out and approved
by both the athletic director and principal prior to
the date of the activity.

7. In the event of truancy or suspension by an athlete occurs, the athlete will
not be eligible for competition until they have fulfilled the disciplinary
requirements established by the Administration.

8. In the event that an athlete is assigned an after school detention as the
result of a classroom problem, they will not be allowed to use the excuse
of  “I have practice, so I can’t stay.”
THE CLASSROOM OBLIGATION ALWAYS COMES FIRST

9. Athletes are responsible for returning all (school purchased)
equipment/uniforms issued to them during their sports season. The athlete
will be financially responsible for any lost equipment/uniforms. All
financial obligations of the athlete must be taken care of within a
reasonable time period after the end of the sports season. No athlete will
receive an athletic award until all equipment is returned and all financial
obligations have been paid. No further equipment will be issued until all
financial obligations have been paid.

10. Unsportsmanlike Acts: Unsportsmanlike acts during a contest resulting
in ejection of an athlete shall, in most cases, result in the athlete being
restricted from representing the school for at least the next contest. An
athlete who commits such an act, but is not ejected will be subject to at
least a partial game suspension.

1st Offense:
a)Softball/Baseball = 2 inning suspension
b)Cheerleading/Basketball = 1 quarter suspension

2nd Offense:
a) ALL Sport/Activities = 1 contest/game

3rd Offense:
a) ALL Sport/Activities = Student is suspended from any

further contest/games for the remainder of the current year in
which he/she is participating.

Each case of this type shall be reviewed by the head coach, the
activities director, and the principal, before a final decision is made.

11. Due Process: Athletes shall have the opportunity to express their side of
any incident in which they may be involved. If the athlete is dissatisfied
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with any decision, they have the right to appeal through the following
channels:

a. Head Coach (an administrator may be present.)
b. Activities Director
c. Building Principal
d. Superintendent
e. Board of Education

Appeals to the Superintendent or to the Board of Education are to be made
in the form of a written request and submitted within 10 days of the
previous decision. The body to which the appeal is made shall, within 10
days of receipt of the appeal, establish a hearing date.

12. All athletes will be transported to and from respective games, meets, etc.,
via school transportation. Parents/guardians may transport their own
child/athlete home from any school activity after signing your child out
with a coach/sponsor. An athlete being transported home by another
parent other than their own must have their parent’s written permission.
The written permission must be signed by the Principal. Signed written
permission documentation must be given to the head coach by the
Principal before the athlete will be allowed to leave with anyone other
than their own parent/guardian. Administration on duty
(Superintendent/Principal) may grant approval to ride home with another
parent if verified by the parent per phone conversation and signature of
parent providing transportation. If a student does not check out properly,
coaches have the right to suspend the athlete for the next game/contest.

13. Before a student may participate in any athletic activity for Dadeville
Schools, they must have the following forms on file with the Activities
Director: (1) Physical Exam Form, (2) an Insurance Information form, and
(3) signed copy of the Dadeville Athletic Policy.

14. It is the responsibility of athletes representing Dadeville Schools to be
good citizens at all times. Anything less is unacceptable!

15. Any student who is assigned In School Suspension will not be eligible to
represent the school in any school event on the day(s) he or she serves the
suspension. Any student who is assigned Out of School Suspension is
ineligible for the term of the suspension and not to be at any school
activities including practice.
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ALCOHOL AND NON-PRESCRIPTION DRUG POLICY
This policy is effective beginning at the Middle School level and carries over from year
to year.

Participation in student activities and athletics is a privilege, not a right. Therefore, we
believe that students must adhere to standards of behavior, which will bring credit to the
individual student, the particular activity, the school, and the community. The use of alcohol,
tobacco,(this includes vaping) drugs and/or non prescription drugs (any substance which is
unlawful for possession, distribution or use) is prohibited and will not be tolerated.

It is therefore the intention of this policy that the student not use, sell, purchase or possess
alcohol, tobacco/vape, drugs or non-prescription drugs. It is further the intention of this
policy that students not knowingly choose to remain in any circumstance in which the student
is in the presence of other minors who are in the possession of alcohol, tobacco/vaping, drugs
or non-prescription drugs. If a student is in the presence of other minors, and it is known by
the student that alcohol, tobacco/vaping, drugs or non-prescription drugs are present, the
student must take some reasonable action to remove themselves from the circumstance. This
is the case whether the minor is on campus or off campus. This provision does not include
public events or events in which adults are participating in lawful activities. Further, all that
is required of the student is a reasonable effort to remove themselves from the circumstance.

A violation of this policy will result in progressive discipline as set forth below. A
determination of whether a violation of the alcohol, tobacco/vaping, drugs and
non-prescription drug policy has occurred will be made upon the district’s receiving
information, which the district, at its’ discretion, determines sufficient to establish a violation
of the above policy on alcohol, drugs and non-prescription drugs.

Once the district, at its’ discretion, determines there has been a violation, the district may
implement the below progressive discipline, or if it deems the violation sufficiently serious,
the student may be barred from athletics indefinitely. Should the district choose progressive
discipline is appropriate; the discipline will be as follows:

First Violation: The student will be suspended immediately for a minimum of one contest in
each sport/activity in which they are a participant for a period of one year from the date of
finding of a violation, regardless of overlap in school years.

Second Violation: The student will be suspended immediately for a minimum of five
contests in each sport/activity in which they are a participant for a period of one year from
the date of finding of a violation, regardless of overlap in school years.

Third Violation: The student will be suspended from participation in all sports/activities for
the remainder of their school career.

The Dadeville R-II District takes seriously its policy on alcohol, drugs and non-prescription
drugs. It is for the health and welfare of all students that this policy is implemented.

11



DADEVILLE ATHLETIC POLICY HANDBOOK

Dadeville Schools

ATHLETIC POLICY
2022-2023

This application to represent my school in interscholastic athletics is entirely
voluntary on my part and is made with the understanding that I have studied
the eligibility standards that I must meet to represent my school and that I
have not violated any of them.

I, _________________________________ have read and understand all
rules and policies set forth in the pages of this handbook, and agree to abide
by said rules and regulations.

____________________________________
Signature of Athlete

____________________________________
Date

I, as a parent/guardian of _________________________________, have
read the rules and policies set forth for athletic participation at Dadeville
Schools, and give my son/daughter permission to participate under these
conditions. I will do my part in seeing that he/she follows and abides by
these rules and policies.

____________________________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian

____________________________________
Date

This page is to be turned into the Activities Director along with the
physical forms.
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