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RHMS Boys Cross Country OVC Champs!! 
The following boys made up the RHMS Boys Cross Country Team this year. From left to right: 

Jacob Groh, Isaac Phillips, Noah Doddridge, Connor Blagg, Dylan Griffith, Sam Simpson, Ethan 

Blagg, and Jayson McFann. The boys had a great winning season this year and were the OVC 

Champions!! From all of us at Rock Hill Middle School, Congratulations boys!! 

 

 



 

 

Celebrating Differences 
by Mrs. Jennifer Besco 

 

 
 
Mrs. Besco’s class has been reading about how our differences make us unique. It is important 
that we not only accept differences but learn to appreciate them. After reading, students created 
oil pastel posters with motivational sayings regarding celebrating differences and promoting 
teamwork and positivity.  

 

 

 



 

 

A Volcano Comes Alive 
by Mrs. Jennifer Besco 

Students in Mrs. Besco’s Enrichment recently studied the eruption of Kilauea, one of the 
volcanoes on Hawaii’s Big Island. They learned about the destruction and creation of land, and 
how the lives of those living on Big Island have changed since the eruption began in May. The 
class then created their own volcanoes and caused a chemical reaction using vinegar and 
baking soda to make them erupt. It was a very interesting story and a fun extension activity. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Dissecting Sheep Brains 
by Mrs. Kim Williams 

Students in 7th grade Bio Med classes did a hands-on activity where they were dissecting 
sheep brains. Students explore the structures of the brain by first investigating these structures 
on diagrams of the human brain. For all images, students are presented with the structures from 
different perspectives - side, top, and bottom views, so they can begin to understand what these 
structures will look like in three dimensions. They will draw and label these structures on their 
brain diagrams. Students then compare what they learned from the human brain to analogous 
images of a sheep brain. They use this knowledge to identify and mark each structure on their 
sheep brains. 
 
Human Brains versus Sheep Brains 
Sheep brains have significant differences as compared to human brains, including the relative 
size of the cerebrum as compared to the cerebellum and brain stem. Humans have a 
proportionally much larger cerebrum, which indicates that humans have more thinking power to 
process language, emotion, memory, and so on. 
 
The angle of the brain stem is also different in a sheep brain than in a human brain. In the 
sheep brain, the brain stem exits the brain horizontally. This is because sheep are four-legged 
animals, so their brain and spinal cord line up horizontally. Humans, on the other hand, are 
bipedal (two-legged animals). The human spinal cord must exit the brain vertically to travel 
down the spinal column. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Challenge Accepted 
by Mr. Zachary Howard 

RHMS' first #LiveRED Day is coming up on December 20th. This is a fantastic time for students 
to engage in the social aspect of middle school and enjoy time with their friends. Here are a few 
particulars about the day! 
 
Students will have the choice to attend either an in-school movie or in-school dance. 
 
To be able to participate in #LiveRED Day students must have perfect attendance OR have not 
been assigned detention or alternative school between October 29th and December 19th.  
 
Students who do not participate will be given the opportunity to work in an enrichment 
classroom, engaging in missing assignments and discussing possible solutions for some of their 
challenges in not being able to participate in #LiveRED Day. 
 

 



 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
I would like to welcome guardians and students to Rock Hill Middle School. As a graduate of Rock Hill, it is an honor 

to serve as your child’s principal. My philosophy is the foundation of academic success lies within the cultivation of 

building a strong community, teaching the standards, and constructing strong professional relationships with 

stakeholders. The fostering of academic networks between staff members and guardians plays a crucial role in 

bridging the gap seen in schools today. These partnerships build trust and community.  As a result, our children will 

gain the necessary confidence to ask questions in class, be motivated to come to school each day, set goals, acquire 

a thirst for knowledge, and leave a lasting legacy as he or she enters the next chapter of life. Our goal as educators is 

for your child to achieve inside and outside of school. I want every child to know they have a purpose as a member of 

our middle school community. Thank you for helping us build a better school for a better tomorrow. If you have any 

questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at 740-532-7026.   

   

 

 

Jason Owens, Principal 

Rock Hill Local School District History 
The Rock Hill Local School District is a public school district located in Lawrence County, Ohio. It was established in 

1949 as a result of the consolidation of Hanging Rock, Kitts Hill, and Pedro Schools. Decatur Township joined the 

school district in the mid-1960s. The first consolidation allowed for the newly created Rock Hill Local School District 

to bring some of the components of each of the former schools: “Rock” from Hanging Rock, “Hill” from Kitts Hill, and 

the “Redmen” mascot from the Pedro Redmen. The newly formed Rock Hill District also adopted the red and white 

school colors from the Pedro Redmen. The first Rock Hill High School was housed in the former Pedro High School 

on State Route 93. 

Multiple school buildings have been erected in various places throughout the district’s history, with most of the 

schools being located in different townships throughout the past. The elementary, middle, and high schools were 

finally allocated together on a campus complex located along County Road 26 in 2002. This consolidation brought 

the four elementary schools together in one new facility, the middle school inherited the renovated former Rock Hill 

High School building, and the high school received a new school complex and football stadium.  Further additions 

include numerous updates in computers and technological resources, new baseball and softball facilities, a field for 

elementary football, as well as new facilities for track and field. The district will continue to prosper and move 

forward throughout the 21st century. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Read more on our NEW website by clicking here!!  
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